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On Rosh Hashanah, I stood before you in awe of how much Congregation Or Hadash has grown 

over these past 13 years and offered a preview of our celebratory events. The ימים נוראים, the high 

holidays, are a time to remember, to reflect and to dream for the next year and beyond. 

On this evening of Kol Nidre, we embrace our past and we take a pause to relish the present.  As 

a synagogue community, the question I pose for us tonight, is how will we build on our past and 

use the present to ensure our future? 

When my family was searching for our spiritual home, we visited Or Hadash on a Friday night 

just before the move to our current building.  As we were walking out of services, my children 

declared, in no uncertain terms, that this was the synagogue for our family.  When we asked why, 

it was a straightforward response—the rabbis were warm and passionate, it was a participatory 

service with a lot of singing, the people were nice and most important, it just felt right.  I had no 

idea at the time how spot on their comments were or that our family would become so involved, 

but I couldn’t be happier with the way it turned out.  

Our community is filled with many special gifts, gifts that have been nurtured since the beginning 

and gifts that emerge anew on a daily basis.  Tonight, I want to highlight some of these gifts, both 

in celebration and in gratitude. 

We learn in Pirke Avot 1:6, 

ן ְפַרְחיָה אֹוֵמר ַע בֶּ ת ָכל ָהָאָדם ְלַכף זְכּות, ּוְקנֵה ְלָך ָחֵבר ,ֲעֵשה ְלָך ַרב, יְהֹושֻׁ :וֱֶּהֵוי ָדן אֶּ  

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Perachia said: Find yourself a teacher, acquire a friend and judge everyone 

with the hand of merit 

The first part of the Mishna says,  ֲעֵשה ְלָך ַרב Find yourself a teacher.  

Without question, one of the greatest gifts our community has received is the gift of our rabbis, 

our teachers.  Through their passion, knowledge, compassion and dedication to our community, to 

Israel and to the Jewish people, our community has blossomed. As our founding rabbis, Rabbi 

Mario and Rabbi Analia are the cornerstone of our community.  They embrace each individual, 

celebrate each person’s uniqueness, and engage us all as their partners in building our collective 

Jewish lives.  As our teachers, they are our role models.  They inspire us to ask questions, to 

grapple with difficult texts and to embrace each other in celebration of God’s creation.  Not only 

do Rabbi Analia and Rabbi Mario teach us, they also lead us by example.  Not a day or a week 

goes by where they are not connecting with us, visiting one of us in the hospital, teaching us or 

welcoming us into their home. They model for us a love of Israel, an embrace of each individual 

and her or his unique gifts, the ability to connect people with one another, and the capacity to laugh 

with us when we are sharing our joys and they have the compassion to hold us when we are amidst 

the sadder moments in life.   

We learn from the Talmud in Sanhedrin 19, that anyone who teaches Torah to the child of his 

neighbor is equivalent to having given birth to that child’s soul.  Rabbi Mario and Rabbi Analia, 

as our teachers, you certainly have a lot of children! You have nourished the souls of our children 

and also the souls of future generations, though I still can’t figure out how you remember all of 

their birthdays!  There is no better time than Yom Kippur, when we stand before God and before 

one another as a community, embarking on our hopes and dreams for the coming year, to thank 

you both for all you do with us, for all you do for us, and for being fully present in our collective 
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and individual lives as our spiritual guides and leaders.  You are the anchors of our   קהילה קדושה

our holy community.  

The Mishna then goes on to say ְלָך ָחֵבר ּוְקנֵה , acquire a friend for yourself.   

In the beginning, the shul was started by a phenomenal, inspirational and visionary group of people 

who wanted a different kind of synagogue community--one that would provide its members with 

unique opportunities for spiritual, emotional and personal growth.  Creating and sustaining this 

type of endeavor is not an easy task, yet everyone sitting here today is a true testament to that 

original vision and the successes of what has evolved.   

Making the choice to join a community like this affords each of us the opportunity to find a friend, 

someone who will be there with you in times of joy and in times of challenge. The culture of Or 

Hadash is that of an open community. It is a space where if you show up, you count.  And if you 

cannot show up because something has happened, you can be sure that someone will be asking 

about you.  The Or Hadash community is a shared space where ideas are celebrated and volunteer 

work is valued, where talents can be brought forward and everyone has a seat at the table. 

And the last part of the Mishna reads ת ָכל ָהָאָדם ְלַכף זְכּות  and judge everyone with the ,וֱֶּהֵוי ָדן אֶּ

hand of merit. 

For those make the choice to be involved in our community, it is an extremely accepting and 

welcoming place. Our idiosyncrasies are not only accepted, but celebrated as important elements 

of the fabric our community. As our rabbis bless each Bar/Bat Mitzvah, they add in a line that sets 

the expectation for this inclusion. In addition to invoking the names of our matriarchs, Sarah, 

Rebecca, Rachel and Leah or Ephraim and Menashe, they add, “may you blessed as yourself.” 

This acceptance and celebration of each person is a gift to be treasured and one that we hope will 

be a core value for many years to come. 

Together, we are embarking on our Bar Mitzvah year.  Just as a Bar/Bat Mitzvah will assume a 

new role and additional responsibilities within the community, so too will our congregation 

continue to grow and flourish, becoming more established and prominent in the community.  

Thirteen years is a significant amount of time, but in many ways, it is just the beginning of what 

lies ahead for this very special  קהילה קדושה  

Our community is unique in that we function as a collaborative, a partnership between our rabbis 

and our members.  While each could function independently, we recognize that our impact is 

greater when we are one.  We want to ensure that all that we have come to know and love about 

our community will be available to the future generations of Or Hadash. While the faces will 

change over time, the values and soul of our community are timeless, and that my friends, is a very 

powerful legacy. 

To honor our role models, Rabbi Analia and Rabbi Mario, to celebrate the beautiful community in 

which we live, and to build upon the sacred partnership and covenant we have created, there are 

three things I am asking of each of us tonight.  

First, make a spiritual pledge to become more involved in the daily life of our shul.  Whether you 

want to join a class, volunteer for Bingo at the Bremen or to serve lunch at the Sandy Springs 

United Methodist Church, or to get involved in the planning of a Bar Mitzvah year event, we want 
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you to be a part of things and to enhance our community with your involvement.  You can find 

more information on your ticket. 

Second, and I know this is what you have been waiting for, support our community by participating 

in the Kol Nidre Partnership.  Our community has a very high percentage of members who give, 

and give generously, to the Kol Nidre Partnership.  While this is something in which we take great 

pride, let’s up the ante and go for 100% participation! The money raised during this appeal goes 

directly to our operating budget and ensures that we can continue to offer the programs, classes, 

and activities that we have come to appreciate.  In the next few days, letters will be going out 

asking for our pledges; as you think about the gift you will make, think about our role models and 

what they have given to all of us and let’s plant the seeds for paying it forward.  

And third, part of my role as President is to keep an eye on our future.  As we enter our adolescence, 

it is time for us to think about ourselves just a little bit differently.  Our infrastructure is maturing—

we are no longer the mom and pop organization that began in the rabbis’ basement, but that has 

not changed the experience. We have always been fiscally conservative and have no intention of 

changing that, but it is time to take action as we begin to secure our overall financial future.  

As many of you know, we embarked on the Strength to Strength Campaign a few months ago to 

pay off the remainder of the construction loan for our building.  I am excited to report that we are 

about half way to meeting our goal.  Thank you to those of you have already given your gifts. 

Attaining our goal is an important milestone for our congregation, as once the loan is paid in full, 

we will realize a $40K gain in our annual budget that is currently allocated to service the loan, 

allowing us to redirect these funds into new and exciting ventures. Our hope is that we will have 

the pleasure of announcing the successful completion of the campaign at our Bar Mitzvah party in 

May.  And just to clarify, this campaign is separate from the Kol Nidre appeal, as these funds will 

ensure a debt free future for the synagogue, so please answer the call when it comes later this year. 

Together, as we strengthen our community, may we be blessed to see our vision and our dreams 

come to fruition.  And while we enjoy the fruits of our labors, let us honor those who came before 

us and laid the foundation and let us build for those who will come after us. For our teachers, Rabbi 

Analia and Rabbi Mario, and their students, all of us gathered here tonight, and the students of the 

students, the next generations of Or Hadash, let us show our appreciation, our passion and our 

commitment as together we write the next chapter of the Or Hadash story. 

On behalf of my fellow officers and the Board of Directors, and on behalf of my family, Karen, 

Tali, Shira, Ilan and Bandit, I wish you all a גמר חתימה טובה.  May you have a meaningful fast 

and may this year be a year of peace, health, blessing, joy and fulfillment.  


