
    
 

Date: Wednesday, October 14,  2015, 7:00 pm 
Hosts: Sheila and Michael Dalmat  
Facilitators: Cathy Jacobson and Sheila Dalmat 

The Mathematician's Shiva  
 by Stuart Rojstaczer 

 

 Alexander "Sasha" Karnokovitch and his  
 family would like to mourn the passing of  
 his mother, Rachela, with modesty and  
 dignity. But Rachela, a famous Polish  
 émigré mathematician and professor at  
 the University of Wisconsin, is rumored  

to have solved the million-dollar, Navier-Stokes  
Millennium Prize problem. Rumor also has it that she 
spitefully took the solution to her grave.  

 

To Sasha's chagrin, a ragtag group of socially-challenged 
mathematicians arrives in Madison and crashes the shiva, 
vowing to do whatever it takes to find the solution - even  
if it means prying up the floorboards for Rachela's notes.  

 

Written by a Ph.D. geophysicist, this hilarious and  
multi-layered debut novel brims with colorful characters 
and brilliantly captures humanity's drive not just to  
survive, but to solve the impossible.  

Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2015, 7:00 pm 
Hosts: Cheryl Hecht and Lenny Thurschwell  
Facilitator: Sara Ghitis    

The Lady in Gold: The Extraordinary 
Tale of Gustav Klimt’s Masterpiece,  
 Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer  
 by Anne-Marie O’Connor 
Contributor to the Washington Post  

 

                        Anne-Marie O’Connor brilliantly regales 
                        us with the galvanizing story of Gustav  

Klimt’s 1907 masterpiece—the breathtaking portrait of a 
Viennese Jewish socialite, Adele Bloch-Bauer. The  
celebrated painting, stolen by Nazis during World War II, 
subsequently became the subject of a decade-long  
dispute between her heirs and the Austrian government. 

 

When the U.S. Supreme Court became involved in the 
case, its decision had profound ramifications in the art 
world. Expertly researched, masterfully told, The Lady in 
Gold is at once a stunning depiction of fin-de siècle  
Vienna, a riveting tale of Nazi war crimes and a  
fascinating glimpse into the high-stakes workings of the 
contemporary art world. 

Boys In The Boat: Nine Americans and 
Their Epic Quest For Gold at the 1936 
Berlin Olympics  
by Daniel James Brown 

 

Daniel James Brown's robust book tells  
the story of the University of Washington's 
1936 eight-oar crew and their epic quest 
for an Olympic gold medal, a team that  

transformed the sport and grabbed the attention of  
millions of Americans. The sons of loggers, shipyard 
workers, and farmers, the boys defeated elite rivals first 
from eastern and British universities and finally the  
German crew rowing for Adolf Hitler in the Olympic 
games in Berlin, 1936. 

 

The emotional heart of the story lies with one rower, Joe 
Rantz, a teenager without family or prospects, who rows 
not for glory, but to regain his shattered self-regard and to 
find a place he can call home. The crew is assembled by 
an enigmatic coach and  mentored by a visionary,  
eccentric British boat builder, but it is their trust in each 
other that makes them a victorious team. They remind the 
country of what can be done when everyone quite literally 
pulls together—a perfect melding of commitment,  
determination, and optimism. 

 

Drawing on the boys' own diaries and journals, their  
photos and memories of a once-in-a-lifetime shared 
dream, The Boys in the Boat is an irresistible story about 
beating the odds and finding hope in the most desperate 
of times—the improbable, intimate story of nine working-
class boys from the American west who, in the depths of 
the Great Depression, showed the world what true grit 
really meant.  

Date: Wednesday, November 11, 2015, 7:00 pm 
Hosts: Elizabeth Appley and Sandy Epstein 

Date: Wednesday, December 9, 2015, 7:00 pm 
Host: Sari Marmur 
Facilitator: Robin Lewis 

The Paris Architect by Charles Belfoure 

 

Like most gentiles in Nazi-occupied Paris, 
architect Lucien Bernard has little empathy 
for the Jews. So when a wealthy  

                        industrialist offers him a large sum of  
                        money to devise secret hiding places for  
                       Jews, Lucien struggles with the choice of 
risking his life for a cause he doesn’t really believe in.  
Ultimately he can’t resist the challenge and begins  
designing expertly concealed hiding spaces—behind a 
painting, within a column, or inside a drainpipe—detecting 
possibilities invisible to the average eye. But when one of 
his clever hiding spaces fails horribly and the immense 
suffering of Jews becomes incredibly personal, he can no 
longer deny reality. 

 

Written by an expert whose knowledge imbues every 
page, this story becomes more gripping with every life the 
architect tries to save. 

Wednesday, January 13, 2016, 7:00 pm 
Hosts: Ilene and Steve Zier 
Facilitators: Steve Zier and Ed Gorsuch 

THE SWERVE How the World  
Became Modern by Stephen Greenblatt 

 

One of the world's most celebrated  
scholars, Stephen Greenblatt has crafted 
both an innovative work of history and a 
thrilling story of discovery, in which one 
manuscript, plucked from a thousand 
years of neglect, changed the course of  

human thought and made possible the world as we 
know it.  

 

Nearly six hundred years ago, a short, genial, cannily 
alert man in his late thirties took a very old manuscript  
off a library shelf, saw with excitement what he had  
discovered, and ordered that it be copied. That book 
was the last surviving manuscript of an ancient Roman  
philosophical epic, On the Nature of Things, by  
Lucretius - a beautiful poem of the most dangerous 
ideas: that the universe functioned without the aid of 
gods, that religious fear was damaging to human life, 
and that matter was made up of very small particles  
in eternal motion, colliding and swerving in new  
directions.  

 

The copying and translation of this ancient book - the 
greatest discovery of the greatest book-hunter of his  
age - fueled the Renaissance, inspiring artists such as  
Botticelli and thinkers such as Giordano Bruno; shaped 
the thought of Galileo and Freud, Darwin and Einstein; 
and had a revolutionary influence on writers such as  
Montaigne and Shakespeare and even Thomas  
Jefferson. 16 pages full-color illustrations 

 

We recommend you also read the original source for 
this book, On the Nature of Things, Lucretius’ 
translation by Martin Ferguson Smith. 

(Neuland by Eshkol Nevo) 
 

While she's there she meets a man who is searching  
for his father. In his most ambitious novel to date,  
Eshkol Nevo weaves a beautiful love story with two 
tales: the story of the wandering Jews who came to 
their Promised Land in the wake of the Second World 
War, embodied by Inbar's grandmother Lily's narrative 
of her sea journey over from Poland, and the story of a 
new generation of wandering Israelis who leave again 
to go backpacking, perhaps hoping that the distance will 
allow them to see their homeland more clearly. Neuland 
is a romantic adventure, a search for a father that leads 
to love, and a quest for an understanding of identity and 
for second chances. Is it ever possible to start again?  

 

Nevo has produced a daring, epic novel that asks  
profound questions, but the truth and warmth of his  
writing make it all-consuming and irresistibly loveable. 
(600 pages) 

Date: Wednesday, February 10, 2015, 7:00 pm 
Hosts: TBD 

   Lincoln and the Jews: A History  
   by Jonathan D. Sarna 

 

   One hundred and fifty years after    
   Abraham Lincoln's death, the full story   
   of his extraordinary relationship with  
   Jews is told here for the first time.  

    

Lincoln and the Jews: A History provides readers both 
with a captivating narrative of his interactions with Jews, 
and with the opportunity to immerse themselves in rare 
manuscripts and images, many from the Shapell Lincoln 
Collection, that show Lincoln in a way he has never 
been seen before. 

 

Lincoln's lifetime coincided with the emergence of Jews  
on the national scene in the United States. When he  
was born, in 1809, scarcely 3,000 Jews lived in the  
entire country. By the time of his assassination in 1865, 
large-scale immigration, principally from central Europe, 
had brought that number up to more than 150,000.  
 

Lincoln expressed a uniquely deep knowledge of the 
Old Testament, employing its language and concepts in 
some of his most important writings. He befriended 
Jews from a young age, promoted Jewish equality,  
appointed numerous Jews to public office, had Jewish 
advisors and supporters starting already from the early 
1850s, as well as later during his two presidential  
campaigns, and in response to Jewish sensitivities, 
even changed the way he thought and spoke about 
America. Through his actions and his rhetoric--replacing 
"Christian nation," for example, with "this nation under 
God"-- he embraced Jews as insiders. 

Date: Wednesday, March 9, 2016, 7:00 pm 
Hosts: Louise Meller and Jay Lukowski 
Facilitator: Ron Scheinzeit 

Neuland by Eshkol Nevo 

 

Dori's father has gone travelling in South 
America and, suffering from some kind 
of breakdown, following the death of his 
wife, he goes missing. Dori sets out to 
find him, leaving his wife and young son 
at home in Israel.  

 

Inbar is escaping from her life - from the grief that she 
can't shake after her brother's death, from the  
boyfriend she doesn't love - and impulsively sets out  

for South America.    (continued) 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/247642.Charles_Belfoure
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Jonathan+D.+Sarna&search-alias=books&text=Jonathan+D.+Sarna&sort=relevancerank


 

Meetings begin at 7:00 pm 

 

For more information,                                     

call Cheryl Hecht at:  

404-217-3423 

Or email: 

bookclub@or-hadash.org 

Order your book club books through the  
COH Amazon portal at: http://tinyurl.com/
COHamazon and COH gets paid - or scan  
this code with your smart phone for easy  
access: 

7460 Trowbridge Road                                          
Sandy Springs, GA 30328                            

(404) 250-3338     www.or-hadash.org 

  

 

 

Reading List  

2015-2016 

Ben-Gurion: Father of Modern Israel  
by Anita Shapira 

 

David Ben-Gurion cast a great shadow  
during his lifetime and his legacy continues 
to be sharply debated to this day. There 
have been many books written about the 
life and accomplishments of the Zionist icon 
and founder of modern Israel, but this new 
biography by eminent Israeli historian  

Anita Shapira strives to get to the core of the complex man 
who would become the face of the new Jewish nation.  

 

Shapira tells the Ben-Gurion story anew, focusing  
especially on the period after 1948, during the first years  
of statehood. As a result of her extensive research and 
singular access to Ben-Gurion’s personal archives, the 
author provides fascinating and original insights into his  
personal qualities and those that defined his political  
leadership. As Shapira writes, “Ben-Gurion liked to argue 
that history is made by the masses, not individuals. But 
just as Lenin brought the Bolshevik Revolution into the 
world and Churchill delivered a fighting Britain, so with  
Ben-Gurion and the Jewish state. He knew how to create 
and exploit the circumstances that made it’s birth  
possible.” Shapira’s portrait reveals the flesh-and-blood 
man who more than anyone else realized the Israeli state. 

Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2016, 7:00 pm    
Hosts: Linda and Alan Lippitt 

A Guide for the Perplexed by Dara Horn 

 

The incomparable Dara Horn returns with  
a spellbinding novel of how technology 
changes memory and how memory shapes 
the soul. 

 

Software prodigy Josie Ashkenazi has  
invented an application that records  

everything its users do. When an Egyptian library invites 
her to visit as a consultant, her jealous sister Judith  
persuades her to go. But in Egypt’s post-revolutionary 
chaos, Josie is abducted ―leaving Judith free to take over 
Josie’s life at home, including her husband and daughter, 
while Josie’s talent for preserving memories becomes a 
surprising test of her empathy and her only means of  
escape. 

 

A century earlier, another traveler arrives in Egypt:  
Solomon Schechter, a Cambridge professor hunting for  
a medieval archive hidden in a Cairo synagogue. Both  
he and Josie are haunted by the work of the medieval  
philosopher Moses Maimonides, a doctor and rationalist 
who sought to reconcile faith and science, destiny and  
free will. But what Schechter finds, as he tracks down  
 

(continued) 

Lost and Found in Johannesburg  
by Mark Gevisser 

 

Lost and Found in Johannesburg begins 
with a transgression--the armed invasion  
of a private home in the South African city 
of Mark Gevisser's birth. But far more than 
the riveting account of a break-in, this is a  
daring exploration of place and the  

boundaries upon which identities are mapped. 

 

As a child growing up in apartheid South Africa, Gevisser 
becomes obsessed with a street guide called Holmden's 
Register of Johannesburg, which literally erases entire 
black townships. Johannesburg, he realizes, is full of  
divisions between black and white, rich and poor, gay  
and straight; a place that "draws its energy precisely from 
its atomization and its edge, its stacking of boundaries 
against one another." Here, Gevisser embarks on a  
quest to understand the inner life of his city. 

 

An ode to both the marked and unmarked landscape of 
Gevisser's past, Lost and Found in Johannesburg is an 
existential guide to one of the most complex cities on 
earth.  

Date: Wednesday, June 8, 2016, 7:00 pm 
Hosts: Cindy and Patrick Tracy 

(A Guide for the Perplexed by Dara Horn) 
 

the remnants of a thousand-year-old community’s once-
vibrant life, will reveal the power and perils of what Josie’s 
ingenious work brings into being: a world where nothing  
is ever forgotten. 

Date: Wednesday, May 11, 2016, 7:00 pm 
Hosts: Deborah and David Woodsfellow 
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http://tinyurl.com/COHamazon
http://tinyurl.com/COHamazon
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Anita+Shapira&search-alias=books&text=Anita+Shapira&sort=relevancerank

