THE JBVISH TRAGEDY

To-day, my friends, seems to be an appropriaste

occasion to consider our position as Jews in the world. Yom

Kipnuf is tﬁa time when all Jews feel a closer bond of kine
ship to one enother, and therefore should be in & better

mocd to consider their comuon fate and destinyg. It would de
commonplace to declare that as Jews, we fece & tragic uitaatlou.
In our world of to-day, which is full of tragedy for individuals
and whole nations, 1% were foolhardy to expect that our con-
dition could be any better. In fact we have already long =go
been warned, that bad as general conditions might be, we must
always expect ours to be much worse. In the words of the
Taloud, "No matter vhet calemities befsll the world, Isreel

ie always sure %o get & double share of them."™ And the truth
of thie, hes only been too amply illustrated by higbry end

'txpcricn.o. When a depression struck the world, the economic

position of the Jeﬁ was afifected in exsetly the ssme way as

we e that of his neighbor. When & way broke out, the Jew made
the same pctrlotio sncriflices, and the enemy's bombs and
shrapnel did not discriminate in his fevor. But while he thus
shared in whetever misfortunes hefell hie country, he suffered
sush further misfortunes as his own countrymen hesped upon
him in sddition., For in times of triel and trouble, the
unthinking nmesses must needs beve some scapegoat on vhom to

- bleme their troubles end always sre there the demagogues to

give then the Jew as such & scapegoat. In times of depression,

they begrudge nnd envy the Jew the little he hase In times of
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war they belittle his sacrifices and even accuse him of being
the cause of the war. o has it been in the wars and depres-
sions of the past and the present war is no exception. It is
this which puts the Jewish tragedy in a class by itself snd
makes i% wore desperste than that of the ath-r peoples of the
earth.

Pirst there is the actual physical destruetion that
has been wrought on our Jewish people. You will say that _il
this they fared no worse than did the other nationsls such as
the Czechs snd Poles, whose countries had become the actual
srens of the wer. That is true, but with this qualification;
thet the Jew was subjected to terror snd torture, with the
resultent destruction of life and property far in excess of
the other nationals. Also does it so happen, mu/ the theatre
of the war, has been centred at the beginning, @nd now again
in areas thickiy populnted by our Jewish people. Pirst it
was Poland that was over run by the barbarians, &land, where
millions of our people had their homes !cf centuries. To-day,
those that are left of them are cooped up in dark, discase
breeding ghettos, where they are exposed to a lingering death
from famine and pestilence. And more recently came the
onslaught on Russia; and l.mediately it hit the entire stretch
of the Jewish sottlement there. All swmer, the war dispatches

figured the femiliar names of such distinetly Jewish cities as
Wieno, Marien, ol, Xovno, Smolensk, and Odesse. Many of our
older generetion know these oniol watl, have probebly lived
there, know the intense throbbing Jswish life that prevalled
in thiu. And all of us know them to have been great Jewish
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centers, with famons yeshives; institutions of Jewish learning,
presided over by men of light and leading. Indeed they were
the reservoirs of Jewish iife; from which Jewish communities
the world over drew their life's blood. They were the c¢radle
of our Judaism, from where came most of those who toeagy
constitute the Jewry on the American continents. And to-day
those citles are raged to the ground, and because of the pall
of silence that censorship has imposed on those araua; little
is known, but much ¢sn be lmagined of what happened to their
Jewish bepulationn. At one time those areas accounted for no
less than two thirds of the Jewish population of the world.
To-dry they sre no longer heard frnn; and are as if completely
blotted out. Now it has happened many time before in our
history that whole Jewlish communities have disappeared. But
when the Jewish centers in Babylon, for instance, became
extinet, there followed the golden age of Jewry in Spain.
After the expulsion from Spain, there sprung up the centres

in Germany and Poland to carry forward the Jewish tradition.
Always were there the powerdul Jewish communities, to snatch
up the toreh of Jewish piety and lesrning that had been dropped,
and to save 1t‘trun extinction. Will American Jewry be strong
and loysl enough, to do the same for our day? That remains to
be seen. DBut in the mesnwhile ours hes been the misfortune to
witness the collapse of what once was a proud snd powerful
Buropesn Jewry; steeped in the noblest Jewish tradition, and
passionately devoted to its highest ideals.

But that, friends, is only part of the Jewish tragedy;

paralleled if not equalled perhaps by other nationals who have .
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n).ia «m their olities destroyed. 3But what heightens the
Jowish tmm above sil athar-. is the upsurge of anti-
Jewish tnuna, that nlma seens to be & by-product of all
ness ont!eﬂnc and diseontent. You would for instance have
imsgined that the valor with which the Jew helzed to defend
Polend would hsve been sppreciated. Or that thelr comson
foe would have welded Jew and Fole solidly together. Instead,
there sre to-dsy those in Poland, snd others who heve found
o refuge in Eagland, who still clamor sgainst equality of
rights belng given to the Jew in the Foland that is yet to
be restored. Or take Prance. Could anyone every hsve
insgined that the patriotism of the Jew %o Fronce, would ever
be questioned? Why the Feenoh-Jew was not satisfied with
giving his own loyslty to his country, but in the eerly part
of the last century, in sclemn conclave sscsembled, he issued
e onll to Jews in every pert of the world, shat shey should
give precedence %o France even over thelr own countries; %o
recognige it as Shelr first fatherliand; beocsuse it gave birth
to the prineiples of liberty, equality snd fraternity, whieh
would ultimetely sohieve the Jewish Hmsncipation everyWhere.
With what irony do these words to-day fall on our ears. In
1ts dey of calsuity even Prance has been persusded to turn
again®#t its mwost loyal citisens, the Jews. And what about
countries that have not yet fallen under the heel of the
oppreasor? The troubled times through whioh thn are passing
also breeds in them the virus of anti-semitism. This swmer,
"the libel case of Capt. Remsay agalnst the New York Times
was aired in the English courts of Jjustioce. Ity revelations
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shocked &-ztim Jewry out of its complacensy; for in the
~ evidence it was brought out that the Iritish aristooracy
wes honey combed with anti-Jemitism. Many of the no-oalled
nobility were members of a cladb whose specifie purpose was
to purge Jews from Sngllsh 1lfe, even as had been done in
Germany. No doubt many of this misnamed nobility hed en-
Joged hospitality in Jewish homes; had perhaps even recoeived
benefactions from Jews; but in secret were planning to bite
the hand that had fed them. It must have come ss & shock %
those Jewlish femilies who thought they had mocomplished some
- good by having themselves aceepted in British aristocracy.
But that 18 what %0 often has happened even in the best of
countries, in times of panio and onlamity. And 18 not the
recent attack on the Jews by Lindberg but & symptom of the
‘some disemse? He too had been employed by Jews; had for
yoars been receiving benefaotions from the Guggenheim Found.
ation; but that did not prevent him from uttering his false
charges, in spproved Wasl fashion sgeinst his Jewish fellowe
clitizens. 5o might I gquote you no end of similer episodes,
in 81l countries and rieht here at home as well. And all
this is possible despite the faet that this war has revealed
the real charseter of anti-Semitisa as 1% has never been done
before. It has been definitely established to be the spear-
head of Hezi aggres»ion everywhere; it has been rightly celled,
"the universel fifth coluun of Mitlerism; the base instrument
for corrupting countries, bewilderiug publiec senticent, for
erenting dissent among the people -ad so making then rige for
fascist bondsge snd slevery.” That has been the oriminal role
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of ansi<Uenitism in our day; as damaging to those who give it
hospitality as to the Jews who are its vietius. MNevertheless,
is snti-Jealtisn to.-day respant everywhere, ami even those
fighting Nesiism, sxe not imaane ageinst 1% and often foil %o
recognize i%s oriminal character. All of which gives %o She
Jewish tragody an added spiritual snguish, not possessed by
~the tragedy of any other nation. ’ ‘

But, sy friends, if you think that the physicel
éntrucﬂoa on the one hend; snd this spiristaal muh on
mm constitute the resl tragedy of the Jew, then are
~ you migstaken. The real trogedy is ereated Ly the Jew himself;
by the manner in which he %Sakes it. For after all, these
aspects of Jowish tragedy I desoribed, are nothing new. They
have been experienced by the Jew in the past, over s period
of many centuries. But the Jew of the paust stood up to his
trisls with the result thet instead of breaking him they
benefited him; instead of corushing him they apliffed himp
Thus Leopold Zung even finds in the record of Jewish martyre
dom, much that is exaltinge "If there are renks in suffering, "
says he, "lIsrnel takes precedence of all the pations; if the
duretion of sorrows and the patience with which they sre borne
esanoble, the Jews con challenge the aristocrmey of every land;
if & literature is called rich in the possession of & few
olasaic tragedies, what shall we say to & Mational Tragedy,
lesting for 1600 yeers, in which the poets and the motors
were also the heroest"

You will note that suffering made the Jew strong,




*¥ei

sorrow ennobled him; tragedy made s hero of him. Bat will the
record we are making to-day, be snything akin to this? What
is persecution doing to us? Homelly, it shonld beget a
firmer resistence and give us & stronger loyalty and felth.
But sotually it has only begotten in many of us an inferiority
comple®; the ridiculous belief that the viotim must be to bleme
and not the gengster who assailed hime What has been our
resction %o nationel dlmmr sad auf!arlm Among athurn it
has hocn known %o bring Mnt raus&cm muun and spiritual
rehabilitation. But 1 have not mt&c‘a ‘that we Jews have
become muoch more religious as the result of the frmdl.u of
the war; nn,df for many of us the !o- ¥ippar is still their only

33k vl th Shelr people and their religion. What have we learned

from the bankruptey of assimilasion, from the futility of
tr:iu to be other than ouy w Jewish selves, the polioy tMt
ended so dismally with the oonapu of Germsn Jewry. fven this
obviocus lesson has been lost on many of us. We ngm» 8till the
social elimbers, who because they have uquirﬁd money, would
ersuh Yhe gates of the gentiles, %o the u?uaMmu of their
own peoples And what of the Jewish refuges situation and its
iaplications, hen that teught us enything? lothing ot all, as
far as some sre concerned. They still fall to see the need of
a Jewish homeland; sand $il1l keep on dreaming that aﬂm: nations
will pemuit the Jews %o permsnently shere their homes with them.
Now it 1s here that the resl Jewish tragedy lies, that we have
failed %0 learn its lessons, snd that we have lost the courage
to atand up to i%. The ruins of lLondon, for instance, they

are not the tregedy, they sre the glory of Lnglend. Wherees
the bullidings of Paris, because they still stand up, inteoct,




they sre the tragedy of Ffrance. o is the Jewish tregedy, not
in the physical destruction or the spiritusl humilistion we
have suffered. But we mske our own tragedy when we take it
iying down, and in the spirit of surrender. Vhereas if we
atand up %o 1%, then will we write a conteaporary chapter in
Jewish history, in which we wilil be the sotors and the heroes;
and which will be no less thrilling and luﬂrlns}hnn wore
those chapters of the panat, to whioch Leopold Zuns hes
reference. .

This then ny friends, nust we resclve to do. We
have been born into a heroiec age. Let not the future say,
that we behaved like cowards. Grest as is the Jewish tram.‘
we must learn %o cope with it. Ve must balld s=new, here, in
Palestine and wherever we cen, %o offset the destruction of
Jewish life over there. Ve must strengthen the spirit of
Jewish loyelty everywhere, ns an snswer to the challenge of
our enemies. Nothing can anymore happen to us that 4id not
happen %o us before, at ome tiue or snother in our histery.
Yot have we survived it all; while our enemles of old are long
dead and forgotten. And so will it de sgain. Bat for 1t so
to be we must Wa like men. We must not lose our Jewish
morsle. Ve aust retein our Jewish faith. We muot no%
ebandon our Jewish people. Jewish tragedy must discourage or
dismay use Into the very teeth of destiny must we fling our
defiance, saying with the psalaist, “We shall not die, bat
iive, to :roolaim God's works!

"For be torture and thraldom sti.l our fate
Our strength shall never abate.
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Whoever the foe, whatever the clime -

Isrsel 13 deanthless as Time. ‘ :
This 18 our Answer to war, and wrath cudna.
To every Hitler of every sge."




