PRESIDENT'S REPORT

by
"NMR. LYON COHEN

AT ANNUAL MEETING @~ ~===- CONGHEGATION SHAAR HASHOMAYIM

November 30th,1924,

Members of Shesar Hoshomayim Congregaticn :

This 1s the tenth consecutive Annual Keport, zs President,
since 1215, which 1 heve the honour snd privilege of submitting
today. :

I feel that we ought to tLake s survey periodically, of
the position of the Jew and Judsism throughout the world, so that
we may give to our work = more comprenensive ch«ractar, “nd in
unison with the needs of our psople.

The yesr just ended hzs unfortunztely brought little
relief for Europesn Jewry, and conditdoris in that country sre by
no means promising. Whatever benefits msy be in store for the Jews
of Russia, through the limited colonization scheme suggested in the
Crimesz, they sre outnumbered = thousand fold by the religious per-
secution from which they are suffering, znd which, if continued,
threatens snnihilsation of Judeism over there. The old estsblished
Jewish communities in CGermzny end Hussis sre suffering from =
recrudescence of gnti-semitiem in its most violent form.

Immigrstion restrictions in the United Stastes =nd other
countries, make it difficult tc obtain sny relief by removal from
these benighted lasnds., -~ Esrly in the yesr, in connection with
the concession obtained from our Government ~ to bring 5000 of our
co-religionists to this country, - your President called = Conference
in Toronto, to mobilize our Cenadisn communities in the work of
receiving the immigrants, and through his initistive, various relief
egencies in New-York were called together to help the work of rescue,
which resulted in = gcodly sum being sent here. In our own country,
under the direction of two of the officers of this Congregstion,

Mr. 4. Levin, President of the Jewlieh Immigrsnt Aid Society, =nd
Mr. Jos. Levinson, Sr., its Tressurer, & successful campaign was
held for the rsising of funds for the csuse. Three thousand of
these refugees, through this grept work, have found homes in Csnads.

A gleam of hope end encouraaement breaks through this
cloud of dsrkness zs we learn of the »ctivity which is now going on
in Psiestine. The estsblishment of the Jewish Agency by the Zionist
Movement, hes druwn into the ranks of the active workers of théat
great cause, many sble and influentiszl men in Jewry. Among the outstaund-
ing figures sre Sir Alfred Mond of London and Louis Msrshall of
New York. & number of importsnt enterprises azre due to the splendid
initistive of these and other leaders, and the mesgnificent amounts
being raised throughout the United States and Ceneds for the Karen
Hayesod will undoubtedly stimulate further immigrstion to Pslestine,
which has now resched 2000 per month. In connection with this gre=zt
work, = number of our members sre tzking = prominent part.

It is with pleasure that we record the fact thst members
of Shaar Hashomsyim are zlso tsking & leazding part in sociel
endeavours both et home snd sbroad, wherever the smeliorztion of
suffering or the sdvencement of lesrning oall for their participstion.
Your President, during the past Summer, wes elected s member of the
Executive Committee of the Jewish WOrld kelief Conference, with hesd-
guerters in Paris. - Mr. Michael Hirsch wess zppointed on the Jewish
gsection of the Committee to study the School Question. - Your
Vice-president, Mr., Jos. Levinson, Sr., wecs elected President of the
Federation of Jewish Philenthropies, and Messrs. 4. Lesser,

A. L. Gittleson eznd Dr. Kirsch sre named officers of that Institution.
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Mr. 4. 2. Cohen wss elected President of the Baron de Hirsch
Institute; Mr., M. Rittenberg - President of the Montreal Hebrew
Orphans' Home; Mr. Phillip Levy - President of the Herzl Dispenssry,
and Mr. Harry Hother was elected the Chairmsn of the Business Men's
Council of the Federsztion. - Mr. Wichsel Hirsch and your President
have been sppointed members of the Executive of the Anti-Tuberculosis
League. - A signsl honour was conferred upon Mr. Sazmuel Wener, one

of our Trustees, by the Talmud Torshs of Montre=zl,. in presenting
him with & besutiful loving cup on his retirement from the office

of President of that institution. - T '

Early in the year a committee, with your President as
Chairmen, Mr. Hobert Hirsch ss Tressurer, and your Rabbi, were
elected to assist in raising our quotas towsrds the Million Doller
Endowment Fund for the Jewish Theologicsl Seminary of Americs. A
number of other members =1so did splendid work, =2nd the handsome
sum of epproximetely $14,000. was reised for this purpose.

: Our Rebbi, Dr. Abrsmowitz, our Psrness - Mr. Jos. Levinson,
your President, and one of our Trustees - Mr. Samuel Hart, attended
the Annusl Conventicn of the United Synesgogue of Americe, with which
this Congregstion is affilinted, held in New York on the 22nd of Hay.

We have noted with plessure thst 2 number of our lzdies
end gentlemen members hsve tsken &n active psrt in the recent Bzzasr
held by the Bpanish and Portuguese Synsgogue. Mr. Chsrles Friedmsn
gladly sssumed the important position of Tressurer of the Bezsar when
invited to do so. -

Conesistent with our policy - that our Community Hall
should be used for every purpose for zdvancing the welfsre of our
people, - our splendid fzcilities have been placed st the disposition
of = lerge number of outside orgenizations which sre doing soeisl =and
philenthropic work, such szs - The Local Council of Jewish Women,
the Ladies' Immigrant Aid Society, the United Sewing League, The Lzdies!'
Auxiliary of the Hebrew M=ternity Hospitsl, and & number of Hsddessszh
Orgenizstions which regularly meet in our rooms, besides those
societies composed of our own members and directly aeffiliated with our
Congregation, including our Boy Scouts and Girl Guides. :

The destruction of Victoris Hell by fire on Msrch 12th,
lezving & large number of non-Jewish societies without =z place to hold
their meetings, prompted your President to place our Community Hsll
at the dispossl of the Msyor of our City; this wes grstefully acknow-
ledged by His Worship, snd a number of socizl and religious societies
took =zdvsntzage of our offer.

When the Ksbbinical Delegation, hesded by Rsbbi Kook,
Chief Rabbi of Pslestine, and his sssocistes - Rabbi Shapiro of
Lithusnia, &nd Rebbi Epstein, Dean of Slabodkz University, - visited
our City for the purpose of rzieing funds to sssist in rebuilding the
Jeshivas of Poland snd Lithusnis, your Bosrd glsdly gsve permission
for a Banquet end Reception to be tendered to these distinguished
visitors in our Assembly Hszll, on M2y 5th. This sction on our pzrt
drew & grest desl of praise from the community; and your President
acted s Chsirmen, and Mr. Asher Pierce ss Tressurer, of the loeal
campaizn which was subsequently started to =ssist the csuse,

A hapgy event wss The Golden Wedding of Mr. end Mrs.
Jacob Cohen. The Board took =dvantsge of this ocecssion to present

Mr. Cohen, who was 2 former Psrnsss of our Congregstion, with an
illuminated address, snd = handsome gift wes presented to Mr. =and Mre,
Cohen &8 = token of the high esteem in which they =re held. :

On the eve of the depsrture of your President and Vice-
President and their fasmilies, on =n extended trip to Europe, the Bozrd
took the opportunity to tender them & Dinner snd Reception. Addresses
were read asnd mementos presented to both the lsdies =and gentlemen. A
very lerge gsthering of our members, zs well &s representztives of many
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cutside organizations, made the cccesion one of the most notable and
brillisnt socisl events which have been held in our hells; the demonstra-
tion was such 2s your President will never forget, =nd for which he is
deeply zppreciative.

These events express in = way, the social 1life of our Congrega-
ticn ss.such. The facilities which we hsve for reunions of this nature;
for enterteinments, weddings znd socisl evenings, =amidst whet may be
practically cslled private surroundings, ought to sppesl to members,
Every festive occssion, when the home ic~ not lsrge enough to entertsin
in, =hould tzke place in our Lcmmunity Hall.

We are indeed proud of the work which 1s being done by our
affiliated lsdies' societies, =nd take this occsassion to cohgratulsate
our Women's Auxilisry for the splendid work they hsve inasucurated early
in the year, by starting s Sunday School in connection with one of the
smeller Synsgogues on Notre Dame Street, St. Henry. Too much praise
cannot be given for constructive work of this kind. Our Congregation
has mlready to its credit simllsr religious schools in the Baron de
Hirsch Institute and New Adseth Jeshurun Congregation, both of which were
also started through the initizative of our beloved Rabbi.

The Women's Auxilisry Societies in modern congregational life,
play a lsrge asnd important part in the upbuilding of the congregzation.
Our ladies, =mply provided with most sttractive facilities, have an
Opportunity in this Congregeticn for unlimited service. - We wish to
express our spprecliation of the work of Mrs. Jos. Levinson, the President,
end her sssoclates on the Auxilisry Bozard, =nd would urge them to even
greszter endesvor. : !

The Chorsl Society, under the presidency of Mrs. (Dr.) Moe
Fineberg,have shown much energy and ambition, snd must be congratulated
for the success which has merked their public entertsinments.

Our Young People's Sooiety have held = number of very
interesting =nd plessing litersry and sccisl evenings during the past
yeer, and I trust that the coming yeer will be one of even greater success.

: Affilizted with other Congregations, particularly in the United
States, are their Men's Clubs. These Clubs hold monthly meetings, to
which they invite speskers on interesting sub’ects, and engender a grest
desl of good fellowship thereby. It has been found that these clubs are
a sort of training school in congregaticnsl work snd fit men for the
heavier responsibility of officers. I trust that there will be found

in our Congregstion young men possessing the spirit snd desire to start
such & Club in connection with our Synagogue.

: A number of our rooms still remain unfurnished, and I would
like the various societies ¢f our Congregstion to keep this in mind.
There is also & wide opportunity for bezutifying our Synzgogue Auditorium.
In this connection, I sm glad to note the number of presentztions which
have been msde recently. Mrs. Jacob Kellert is presenting the Congrega-
tion with = beautiful set of Menorshs, in memory of her father;
Mr. Tobiss Glickmsn recently presented the Synagogue with = handsome
Pulpit Bible; Mr, Jucob Horowitz sent the Trezsurer s cheque to be
epplied to the purchase of furnishings; ycur President brought with him
from his trip azbrosd, a gold-encrusted Ethrog Casket. Amongst other
presents which have been received during the yesr were moving picture
mzchinery 2nd films from Mr. Rosenbloom. Mr. Harry Gordon presented
& pumber of prayer books, in memory of his mother. Mr. A, Levin
presented the Royszl Victoris Hospitsl with a number of przyer books,
and Mr., snd Mrs, H. Kellert sre presenting = besutiful new Chupah, on
the occzsion of the marrisge of their grandaughter.

Qur architect suggests that seversl psirs of Menorzhs can still
be used in connection with the Ark, =nd we slso require a number of
hanging lemps,=nd hope that members will mske these furnishings avail=zble.
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With regard to the suggestion in my last snnuszl report, -
that = Book of Remembrsnce should replsce the resding of the nsmes of
departed members on Holy Duys, I wish to inform you that the matter is
now in the hands of s Committee, who are tsbulating all the names of
relatives of members, =2nd the idez hss slready been put temporarily
into operestion. I feel sure that when this book is completed and
displasyed in the Synagogue, reference to it on those occasions when
the Yizkoir is reecited will reczll to mind our desr departed, with the
same feelings ss when their nsmes were recited, znd the Ceremony of
Remembrance will be = beneficisl improvement to our service.

A specisl committee hss been st work for some time on new
Bye_Laws, but I can safely sey that within the coming months z meeting
will be called for the purpose of presenting them for your scceptance.

A committee is 2lso considering the zdvisability of presenting
mementos to donors of the building fund, or some other mesns of perpetu-
ating the némes of the givers:.

4 special committee has been sppointed to represent the
Congregation on the Kashruth Committee of the Kehills.

Our stsnding committees, which hzve been in chsrge of the
various functions of the Synagogue =znd Congregstion, deserve ecredit
for the sble manner in which their work hss been carried on during the
paet yesr. ; §o A

The Tressurer's Report will disclose zn incresse in income,
a8 well s an sugmentution in the cost of administration. We have
quite & heavy burden in the znnusl payments in deduction of our
mortgage, and until our higher priced seasts are rented, the grestest
of csre snd economy will be necessary to estsblish an equilibrium
between income and expenditure. 1In this connection, I =m glad to be
sble to report that 45 new members have effilisted with the Congrega-
tion, and some $2700. of new revenue is svailable for the coming yesr,
This is indeed a very gratifying showing snd confirms the snticipation
of your officers that it would only be & few yezrs when sests in our
Synsgogue will be at = premium. I feel that it msy soon be necessary
to tzke up a part of the space in front with an extrs row of sests,

An extra =mount of work during the past High Holy Days devolved
upon your Treasurer, due to my indisposition and sbsence from the seszt-
renting, with which I have been asscocisted for sc many years., The thanks
of this Congregation are due to our &ble Tressurer, Mr. Jzcob Kellert,
to our Secretary - Mr. A. M. Vineberg, Mr. M. J. Heillig and the other
members of your Board, who alsc participsted in this special work.

The Building Fund of our Synsgogue has not a&s yet been incor-
porated in the general statement. Our Tressurer, who is also the
Treasurer of this fund, will bring before you = stztement of the con-
dition of our finance. - Authority wes granted, =s you are awere, st
the l2st snnual meeting, to borrow $200,000., which was spplied to the
bank loan. There still remsins 2 considersble sum outstsnding sgainst
subscribers, snd an almost equsl amount owing ass = bank overdraft. The
Treasurer will go intc more detail, and it is hoped that his sppesl to
our subscribers tec pay up their donstions, will bring the desired result
- and enzable him to liquidate this indebtedness.

You know thet the scheme of financing of our new Synsgogue
was based on the velue of the sests. These seats in round figures cost
ten times the snnuel rental. Msny members heve peid the full cost of
the seats they occupy. Those desirous, can easily sscertazin whether they
have peid their share in our Synsgogue building. Members wishing to
mzke donations csn hsve the plan explzined to them. You sre awsre thet
4% 1s sllowed on such donstions towsrds your seat rentsls.



President's Report, _

by ~ Mr. Lyon Cohen, Page (5)
st Annusl Meeting - Cong. Shaar Hashomsyim,

November 30th, 1924,

Qur House Committee, with the veriety of activities which
our Synagogue provides, is & very busy department, and the =bility,
the patience and the time which our very able Chsirmzn of that Committee,
Mr. Lesser, gives to his work, csn only be zpprecisted by those who
ere in desily contzct with him., He deserves the grestest prsise for
his devotion. His report, due to his modesty, by no means conveys the
smount of labour which he puts forth. s

Mr., Jos. Levinson, Sr., will present to you s report on the
progress of our Hebrew Dey Schools. The mejority of our members have
up to the present not taken asdvantage of the msgnificent facllities
which our Hebrew School offers for giving our young sn educstion in
Hebrew =nd religious subjects. Under the supervision of our Rabbi =nd
a staff of excellent teachers, a treining is provided which will equip
the pupils sttending, with 2 thorough knowledge of our Bible history
snd religion. I desire to impress the members of our Congregation how
vitally essential Hebrew education 1s to the development of staunch
steadfast and sincere Jews snd Jewesses.

Our Sundey Scheool has krown beyond our expectations, and in
both these departments or our School, our Rabbil gives the closest &znd
most painsteking =ttention. 8Specizl mention should be made of the
interest in the School by Mr. N. J. Fraid snd Mr. A. S=ul Cohen.

! The work of the Decorum Committee is slwesys a very srduous zand
thankless one. I trust that members appreciate the sscrifices which
the Chsirman, Mr, M. J. Heillig, and the young men who =re voluntarily
serving upon this Committee esre meking. Mr., Heillig has = number of
recommendstions in his report which I hope members will take to hesrt.
In this connection, I would also drew azttention to the fact that a
uniform set of prayer books for Sabbaths snd Holy Dsys are now made
aveilable through this Committee.

: We zre glad to see here this evening Mr. Devid &. Friedman,
Cheirmen of your Cemetery Committee. He was undergoing trestment st
the hospitszl a2t the time of our last Annusl Meeting. ~ The work of
the Cemetery Committee, I need not impress you, is= most trying, =and we
are fortunate in the members who compose it. Besides the Cheirmen,
there are Mr. A. M. Vineberg end Mr, M. Heillig. The Chsirman will
outline in his report & number of importent mstters which will require
your consider=ation. ‘ ’

I never refer to the work of our Cemetery Committee without
being reminded of the inrc=sds which the Hesper of Desth is mesking upon
the pioneers of our Congregation - thcse sturdy champions and zeslous
workdrs on behslf of Traditionzl Judzsism, who have made our Congregation
‘noted in Anglo-Americsn Jewry. - On July 5th of this year, we were
cslled to mourn the death of Mr. Moses A. Vineberg, the last surviving
Pzst President of our Congregstion, occupying the Presidentisl during
the yesrs 1890 - 82, 1894-08 and 1001-04. Nr. Vineberg was sz member
of this Congregstion slmost since its inception, and held office
intermittently for nearly fifty yesrs. His judgment was sound end his
love for the Congregstion wss deep and sincere; he showed his devotion
by coming to its rescue on meny occssions. We sre indded fortunste thst
he has left us a2 son, Mr. A. M, Vineberg, who is giving up much time on
behalf of Shasr Hashomsyim, - for msny years he has been working on our
Cemetery Committee. 4&n illuminazted letter of condolence was sent to
Mr, Moses Vineberg's family.

Shortly following the death of Mr. Vineberg, one of our oldest
and very hichly esteemed members - Mr., Solomon Levinson, suffered =
great bereavement through the death of his beloved wife, and suitsble
letters of condolence were gent to Mr. Levinson znd his family by your
President and Secretary.

The sincere condolence of your Bosrd has been conveyed to severszl
other sorrowing families who hsve been visited by desth during the yesar, -
of these yocur Cemetery Committee will report.
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The ledies of theChevre Kadishs have, as ususl, performed
their sacred tesks on sll ocessions when cclled upon, sand deserve
our deep gratitude.

I wish to express my spprecistion of the onerous duties
which fell to the lot of our Vice-President, Mr. Joa. Levinson, &r,,
eince his return from Europe. He was cﬂlled upen, not only to fill
the very important poesition which he occupies &s Pernass, but has
also been obliged to preside st the meetings of the Board during my
enforced sbsence,through 1llness which overtook me this Summer, =and
of which I am not entirely recovered yet,.

I desire to thank my collesgues one and sll for their fine
co-operztion =nd the sense of responsibility they have shown; and to
811 who have helped in the work of our Synagogue - both ladies and
gentlemen - I tender my sinecerest zpprecisation.

During the past Summer it was my privilege to travel through
some of the lesding cities of Europe. I hsd the good fortune to visit
& number of the outstsnding institutions, psrticulsrly the Synacogues
of London, Psarig, Lucerne, Milan, Florence, Rome, and I have returned
home after thet trip ss enthusiastic as ever regardinz our own Congre-
getion =nd our beautiful Synagogue, despite my indisposition.

In bringing this rather lengthy review of our yesr's work
to & close, I feel that we caen be Justly proud that we have stead-
fastly striven for the upbuilding of traditionsl Judsism along szne
and practical lines, and can look to our zchievememts with pride and
satisfaction. We have reared s large and influentizl Congregation,
whose members have taken a promiment, if not 2 lesding,psrt in every
movement in our community; we have builded sn institution which
reflects pride snd honour upon the Jewish community as = whole, and we
have provided fzcilities for the ccontinustion of that great heritage
which has been transmitted to us from time immemoricl.

We csn look with confidence to the fdtufe, if we continue
to be loysl, .if we work with zeal end devotion for the benefit of our
sscred institution snd the love of the God of our Ancestors.

Respectfully submitted,

PHESIDENT.



