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............ 6:54 p.m. 

Mincha ....................... 7:00 p.m. 

Shkiah ....................... 7:12 p.m. 

  
Daf Yomi ................... 8:00 a.m. 

Shacharis .................. 8:45 a.m. 

Sof Zman K’Shma ..... 9:57 a.m. 

    No Halacha Shiur This Week 

Mincha ....................... 6:50 p.m. 

Ma’ariv ....................... 7:55 p.m. 

Shabbos ends ........... 8:03 p.m. 

Weekday Schedule 

Shacharis 
   Zoom #790 613 352

Sunday ...................... 7:45 a.m. 

Mon and Th ......6:20, 7:45 a.m. 

Tu, Wed, Fri .....6:25, 7:45 a.m. 

Mincha-Ma’ariv 

   Zoom #790 613 352  

Sunday-Thursday. ....7:05 p.m. 

Rabbi Fein’s Daf Yomi 

Sunday ........................6:25 a.m. 

Monday - Friday ..........5:25 a.m. 

Rabbi Gottlieb’s Gemara Shiur 
   Zoom #721 128 697 

Sunday  .......................8:30 a.m. 

Rabbi Gottlieb’s Daf Yomi 
   Zoom #266 109 506 

Sun to Fri .....................7:00 a.m. 

   
 .......... 7:02 p.m. 

Mincha ..................... 7:10 p.m. 

 

March 24, 2023                                                                               

  
  

B A I S  T O R A H  B U L L E T I N

It is reported that Golda Meir, the feisty Prime Minister of Israel, 
once quipped to a fellow member of Knesset, “Don’t be so humble. 
You’re not that great.” While witty and sharp, Ms. Meir’s pithy com-
ment is also insightful. True humility demands one be great enough 
to be humble.  

Her comment may help explain the curious anachronism of Moshe’s humility at 
the opening of this week’s parsha. The small letter alef at the end of the first 
word reflects Moshe’s humility, as though he is refusing to take credit for being 
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The Rabbi will not be giving the Halacha Shiur on Shabbos afternoon. He will 
resume next week. Leon Pachter will give the Shabbos morning drasha.  

Tuesday’s Daf Yomi is being sponsored by Ronnie Herrmann for the yahrzeit of 
his father, Hachover Arye Yaakov Eliezer ben Naftoli. To dedicate a shiur, 
kiddush or shalosh seudos, contact Jack Gross at (646) 450-7616 or the office at 
(845) 352-1343.

Matzahs are available for pickup Monday to Thursday, 10-1. Anyone who 
cannot come during those times should contact Sandy Lieder via text at 845-
304-8884 or email at eiyintova@gmail.com to arrange a different pickup time.

Please go to baistorah.org and listen to the opportunity to give to this year’s 
Maos Chitim campaign.  

Bais Torah streams TCN shiurim by Rabbi Frand online Thursdays at 9:00 p.m. 
Rabbi Reisman’s shiurim will be shown Motzoei Shabbos at 9:30 p.m. in the 
Simcha Room. Anyone interested in receiving the shiurim can be a sponsor or a 
master sponsor. Please contact Sandy Lieder at eiyintova@gmail.com for 
details. 

Save the date! May 7th, Bais Torah will hold its annual Siyum Mishnayos.  

The Rabbi’s Sefer Yechezkel shiur is on hiatus and will resume after Pesach. 

To the Furman family on the petirah of Edward Furman. 

Ner Lamaor for  ניסן has been 
sponsored by Gili and Ruth 

Backenroth. 

Rabbi and Amy Gottlieb on birth of a grandson, born to Mindy and Zev 
Spilman. Mazal tov to great-grandparents, Carol Ginsberg and Fred and 
Esther Gottlieb. 

Shaul and Kreindy Stern on the marriage of their son, Meir, to Rivky, daughter 
of Rabbi and Mrs. Yisroel Gildin.
Michael and Sharon Kronenberg and Ronnie and Jennifer Herrmann on the 
marriage of their grandson, son of Noam and Tova Herrman.

https://zoom.us/j/790613352
https://zoom.us/j/790613352
mailto:eiyintova@gmail.com
https://www.baistorah.org/track.php?id=8a5c833adeae4a6383f7fc82def72e03&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.baistorah.org%2F&h=39ca9
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Refuah Shelaima 

Rosenwasser daughter 
 רבקה נעמי בת שולמית חנה 

Kate Tannenbaum’s grandson 
משה בן דבורה טובה יהונתן              

Andy Yurowitz               אליהו זבי בן חנה 

Goldress grandson  
 אילן רפאל בן טובה רבקה

 

 
How to Reach Us  

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb  
(845) 357-3913 

Daytime emergency (845) 362-8362 

rabbigottlieb@gmail.com  

Jack Gross, President  
(646) 450-7616 

jack2act@gmail.com  

Michael Kronenberg, Treasurer  
mkron1950@gmail.com  

Rivki Faivelson, Shul Secretary  
(845) 352-1343 M-Th, 10:00-1:00 

baistorah@gmail.com  

Simcha Room Reservations 
Kiddushim  
Jack Gross (646) 450-7616  

Shalosh Seudos Reservations  
Jack Gross (646) 450-7616 

Bikur Cholim  
Sharon Kronenberg (914) 261-5654 

Sandy Lieder (845) 304-8884  

Friday Night Mikva 

(845) 425-6101  

Shul Bulletin 

Send your announcements to 

baistorahbulletin@gmail.com 

spoken to directly by G-d. The obvious question: God has spoken to him many 
times up until this point. Why does he wait until now to suddenly become hum-
ble? 

Rabbi Shmuel David Walkin offers an explanation based on an idea from Rav 
Chaim of Volozhin. Rav Chaim, in turn, cites the Rambam.  

The Rambam tells that G-d will not rest his presence on a person unless that 
person is wise, humble, wealthy, and strong. The requirements for wisdom and 
humility are self-explanatory. But, what is the purpose of wealth and power in 
order for a person to have G-d’s presence rest upon him? 

Rav Chaim explains: there is no greatness in a poor, weak individual displaying 
humility. That is not humility; he simply isn’t that great. Wealth and power, there-
fore become necessary prerequisites for true humility, and that is why they are 
needed for prophecy. 

Rabbi Walkin uses this idea to explain this strange placement for Moshe ‘s hu-
mility. Up until this point in the desert sojourn, Moshe was a pauper. While the 
rest of the nation grabbed at the spoils after the splitting of the sea, Moshe 
chose instead to busy himself with the bones of his predecessor Yosef.  

Humility to this point would not have been humility, but simple frankness. How-
ever, after the sin of the golden calf, Moshe was told to fashion two new stone 
tablets. He was also told that the excess of those tablets, when chiseled out 
would belong to him, making him fabulously, wealthy.  

The story of the sin of the golden calf, and its aftermath concludes with the end 
of the book of Shemos. It is at this point that Moshe can display true humility.  

The great Rav Shimon of Ostrov notes, that, despite the great emphasis placed 
on humility in Torah Judaism, there is no specific mitzvah in the Torah to be 
humble. It is a curious omission. 

He explains that were there a commandment to be humble, people would say 
that they are truly great, and are simply being humble, because they are com-
manded to do so. Humility cannot be forced. It must be felt. 

There is, then, a fascinating duality in the trait of humility. One must be great 
enough to be humble, yet humble enough to be great. That means one must be 
truly aware of his abilities and capabilities, yet not think much of himself because 
of them. That is a hard balance to strike. 

Perhaps, the placement of Moshe’s humility also provides insight into how to 
strike that balance. If one believes that all of his talents, abilities, and capabilities 
are not just gifts, but responsibilities, then one can be truly humble. If one views 
those gifts as talents on loan from G-d, given for the purpose of doing good and 
serving others, there isn’t much room for arrogance and hubris. One’s unique 
abilities are a call from G-d to accomplish and do in that particular area. That is 
contained in that small letter alef, informing us that all of the great things we hap-
pen to have and enjoy are really a call from God, charging us with the responsi-
bility to live up to those talents. 

It is now, that Moshe enjoys great wealth, along with his wisdom and power that 
give him the space for the true humility of knowing he must channel all of that for 
the good, starting by setting the example of humility for all others for all time.  

Good Shabbos from Jerusalem  
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 by Pinchas Frankel  

““Here the Child Asks” (Pesach Haggadah) 

are the Words of the Living G-d.’ ” 

Kedushas Levi then extends the idea to all types of 
creative activity in which when one made something, 
there are two aspects:  

one is the actual making of it, the second is 
the reason one made it.  As it were, when the 
Holy One, Blessed is He, created the World, 
the reason for it was not known, but in Truth 
the basic reason was to delight in His World 
with Israel (See Vayikra Rabbah 36:4), that 
they would do His Will and recognize His 
Greatness, and they would understand that 
He created everything for the sake of His Hon-
or (Avos 6:11).  But at the time of the Creation 
of the World, that reason was still not known 
until Nisan in which Israel left Egypt, and eve-
ryone saw that He is the Almighty, the Master 
of the Universe, that He created all the 
Worlds, and to Him alone it is fitting to wor-
ship... 

In order for the first method of conducting the affairs 
of the World from a universal perspective and certain-
ly for the second method, where there is a particular 
focus on Israel, to exist, there had to occur a 
Tzimtzum, a Contraction, of HaShem’s Infinite G-dly 
Essence. 

With the above idea, we can understand why the child 
asks questions specifically on Pesach.  The depth of 
understanding of the father is generally greater than 
that of the child.  Kedushas-Levi writes,  

It is only because of the great love that the 
father has for the child that he contracts him-
self in order to answer the child’s question – in 
analogy, as was mentioned above – that the 
Holy One, Blessed is He, contracts Himself 
into the Dimensions or Attributes of Israel, to 
take delight in them, to do their will. 

And Sefer Vayikra, the Book of the Priests, represents 
our side of the Covenant.  We recognize the Divine 
Presence of HaShem, worship Him and attempt to 
emulate Him by holy behavior, so that we can be wor-
thy of the description (Shemos 19:6), “And you will be 
for Me a Kingdom of Priests and a Holy Nation.”               

L’Iluy Nishmas beni, Aharon Baruch Mordechai  

ben Pinchas Menachem 

This Shabbos, we begin to read the 
Book of Vayikra, that focuses on the sac-
rifices offered in the Mishkan, the main 
purpose of which was to maintain the 
holiness of the People of Israel.  Also 
discussed in this Sefer are other meth-
ods prescribed by the Torah for the at-

tainment and maintenance of the holiness of the 
People, such as sexual morality, honor and rever-
ence for parents, not to steal from, lie to or cheat 
one’s neighbor; in general, to regard one’s neighbor 
as being, equally with oneself, a Tzelem E-lokim, an 
Image of G-d. 

Last Shabbos we read Parshas Hachodesh, in which 
the Month of Nisan was described (Shemos 12:2), 
“This month is your month, the Head of the Months; 
it is the first for you, of the months of the year.”  This 
is clearly a month of supreme importance for the 
Jewish People – Nisan was their Month of Redemp-
tion, when they were released from physical slavery, 
and set on the path towards spiritual freedom, with 
the acceptance of the Torah. 

In Maseches Rosh HaShanah 10b we find two opin-
ions as to which month the World was created.  The 
Kedushas Levi, by the great Chassidic leader, Levi 
Yitzchak of Berditchev (1740-1809), relates this to 
the question of why it is only on Pesach and not, 
say, on Sukkos, that we find “here the child asks.” 

He says there are two ways in which HaShem con-
ducts the World.  One is from the universal perspec-
tive of the Borei Olam, the Creator of the Universe 
and all that is in it, and from the corresponding verse 
in Ashrei, (Tehilim 145:16), “You open Your hand 
and satisfy every living thing, out of Your Desire and 
Will.”  The second way stems from intimate concern 
for the Children of Israel.  He has made a Covenant 
with us; we are His representatives, the representa-
tives of Torah and morality in the World. 

Kedushas Levi writes, “This is the hinted-at meaning 
of the Gemara, ‘One opinion is that in Nisan the 
World was created; this refers to the conduct of the 
World that the Holy One, Blessed is He, exercises 
by uniting Himself with the Destiny of Israel, and 
therefore the People of Israel experienced miracles 
and great wonders in this month.  The other opinion 
is that the World was created in Tishrei; this refers to 
the conduct of the entire World with His Great Kind-
ness, and thus we find that ‘both these and those 




