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.......... 4:10 p.m. 

Mincha ..................... 4:15 p.m. 

Shkiah ..................... 4:28 p.m.


Daf Yomi ................. 8:00 a.m. 

Shacharis ................ 8:45 a.m. 

Sof Zman K’Shma ... 9:25 a.m. 

Halacha Shiur .......... 3:20 p.m. 

Mincha ..................... 4:05 p.m. 

Ma’ariv ..................... 5:09 p.m. 

Shabbos ends ......... 5:17 p.m. 

Weekday Schedule 

Shacharis 
   Zoom #790 613 352 

Sunday  ................... 7:45 a.m. 

Mon. and Th ... 6:20, 7:45 a.m. 

Tues, W, Fri  ... 6:25, 7:45 a.m. 
 
Mincha-Ma’ariv 

   Zoom #790 613 352   

Sunday -Thurs......... 4:15 p.m. 

Rabbi Fein’s Daf Yomi 

Sunday ........................6:25 a.m. 

Monday - Friday ..........5:25 a.m. 

Rabbi Gottlieb’s Gemara Shiur 
   Zoom #721 128 697 

Sunday  .......................8:30 a.m. 

Rabbi Gottlieb’s Daf Yomi  
   Zoom #266 109 506 

Sunday-Friday ............7:00 a.m. 


 .......... 4:09 p.m. 

Mincha ..................... 4:15 p.m. 

 

December 2, 2022 


  

B A I S  T O R A H  B U L L E T I N  

Miriam Nussbaum on the bas mitzvah of her granddaughter, Lily Nussbaum. Mazel 
tov to her parents, Mark and Rena Nussbaum of Pomona. 

Ronnie and Jennifer Herrmann upon the marriage of their granddaughter, Atara 
Herrmann of Bergenfield. to Doniel Lasky of North Woodmere. Mazel tov to the 
parents, Daniel and Chani Herrmann. 

One of the classics of twentieth century rabbinic literature is the 
compiled collection of the public discourses of Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz, 
the revered Rosh HaYeshiva of the Mir Yeshiva in Yerushalayim. 
Those lectures, delivered weekly in the Yeshiva, drew an overflow 
crowd who came to hear the Rosh HaYeshiva’s penetrating insights 

Light and Darkness 
by Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 

(continued on next page) 

This week, please join us on Shabbos afternoon at 3:20 p.m. for Rabbi Gottlieb’s 
Halacha Shiur. The topic will be “What's the Deal With Davening in a Mosque? 
Qatar, Orthodox Jews, and a World-Cup Dilemma.” Been wondering about a topic or 
issue? Click the link to submit topics for discussion: https://
forms.gle/4HHwX8s9MJ2x6AvXA. 

The kiddush this week is being sponsored by Chatz and Libby Lazarus in honor of 
their new granddaughters, Shalva Devora, born to Shira and Dovid Rosenbaum and 
a baby girl born to Ruthi and Ezra Lazarus. Mazel tov! The Shabbos Daf Yomi last 
week was sponsored by Sandy Lieder in memory of her grandmother, Sarah bas 
Harav Shmuel Klein a”h.This coming week, David Abramczik is sponsoring Daf Yomi 
in memory of his mother, Blima bas Shlomo Tzvi. To dedicate a shiur, kiddush or 
shalosh seudos, contact Jack Gross at (646) 450-7616 or the office at (845) 352-
1343 or write to baistorah@gmail.com.  

Enjoy learning, pizza and prizes when Avos U’Banim meets this Motzoei Shabbos at 
6:30 p.m. Thank you to this week’s sponsors, Dovid and Rena Bussu and last week’s 
sponsors, Rabbi and Mrs. Hauer. Contact Amy Gottlieb at (845) 357-3913 or 
mrsagottlieb@gmail.com 

 

The Rabbi will give the Navi shiur this week at 8:00 p.m. in the shul’s multi-purpose 
room. The shiur is also streamed live on Zoom at ID #590-354-028, password Bais. 
All are invited to attend.  

Bais Torah streams the TCN shiurim by Rabbi Frand online Thursdays at 9:00 p.m. 
Rabbi Reisman’s shiurim will be shown Motzoei Shabbos at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Simcha Room. Anyone interested in receiving the shiurim can be a sponsor or a 
master sponsor. Please contact Sandy Lieder at eiyintova@gmail.com for details. 

Thank you to Nechemia and Pesi Zyskind, this month’s Ner LaMaor donors, who 

sponsored Kislev לעילוי נשמת חיה בת דוב בער. 

https://zoom.us/j/790613352
https://zoom.us/j/790613352
https://forms.gle/4HHwX8s9MJ2x6AvXA
https://forms.gle/4HHwX8s9MJ2x6AvXA
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Refuah Shelaima 

Kate Tannenbaum’s grandson 
משה בן דבורה טובה יהונתן              

Ruth Malinowitz            רבקה בת פריידא 

Andy Yurowitz               אליהו זבי בן חנה 

Goldress grandson  
 אילן רפאל בן טובה רבקה

 

 
How to Reach Us  

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb  
(845) 357-3913 

Daytime emergency (845) 362-8362 

rabbigottlieb@gmail.com  

Jack Gross, President  
(646) 450-7616 

jack2act@gmail.com  

Michael Kronenberg, Treasurer  
mkron1950@gmail.com  

Rivki Faivelson, Shul Secretary  
(845) 352-1343 M-Th, 10:00-1:00 

baistorah@gmail.com  

Simcha Room Reservations 
Kiddushim  
Jack Gross (646) 450-7616  

Shalosh Seudos Reservations  
Jack Gross (646) 450-7616 

Bikur Cholim  
Sharon Kronenberg (914) 261-5654 

Sandy Lieder (845) 304-8884  

Friday Night Mikva 

(845) 425-6101  

Shul Bulletin 

Send your announcements to 
baistorahbulletin@gmail.com 

into ethics and human nature.  

Students of Rav Chaim were able to compile enough notes to publish three years 
of those discourses, one of the most famous attached to this week’s parsha. His 
analysis begins with the midrash detailing the confrontation between Eliphaz, the 
son of Eisav, and his uncle, Yaakov. The story the midrash tells does not appear in 
the text of the chumash. It is read between the lines. 

Yaakov escapes. Eisav is still seething. He directs his son to chase and kill 
Yaakov. Eliphaz reaches his uncle, distraught over the dilemma confronting him. 
On the one hand, he does not wish to be guilty of homicide. On the other hand, he 
has a mitzvah to honor his father, and his father has asked him to kill. What to do? 

Yaakov finds an out, allowing Eliphaz to strip him of his possessions. A pauper is 
considered as dead. He has technically met his father’s demand without having to 
murder. 

What kind of dilemma is this? asks Rav Chaim. Is there anyone who would 
entertain the possibility that carrying out his father’s wishes to murder is an act of 
piety and goodness? Can a person, at one and the same time be so complete in 
respect for a parent, yet so evil as to be ready to kill? Apparently, yes, and, 
apparently, the question tells more about us than does the answer.  

Rav Chaim describes it in terms of light and darkness within a person, the idea that 
people are neither all black, nor all white, but various shades, all coexisting within. 
We constantly make the same mistake, believing people who are good to be all 
good and those we deem bad to be all bad. That is rarely, if ever, the case. Our 
assumptions lead to confusion and consternation. How can an individual 
responsible for so much good be such a monster who caused such harm? How 
could someone so evil engage in acts of kindness and charity?  

The question is based on a flawed assumption. Humans are complex, capable of 
the greatest good and the most horrific evil, often at one and the same time. It is 
not that we were fools for buying the charlatan’s acts of piety, nor that he was even 
a charlatan in those acts. More likely, that person was sincere in the good that he 
did even as he perpetrated horrible acts of evil as well.  

Our natural tendency to view people in pure black and white instead of nuanced 
shades contributes to the constancy of our being caught off guard by the 
misbehavior of those in positions of authority and trust. It also contributes to our 
being caught off guard by ourselves.  

Because we view ourselves as inherently good people and point to the good we do 
to support that assessment, we fail to recognize our own capacity for malevolence, 
and we therefore fail too often to catch and correct it.  

There is an old Jewish adage, that a little bit of light can push away a lot of 
darkness. There is much truth to that, but light will only posh away darkness if we 
are ready to concede there is darkness to be found. As long as we believe there is 
nothing but light, we will never open the door for our light to come in and drive out 
our darkness. It is only when we acknowledge the dark that we can see the light.   

Eliphaz reminds all of us of the nuanced nature of human beings. We are neither 
all good nor all bad. Both coexist comfortably within. 

Good Shabbos. 

Light and Darkness  (continued from previous page) 
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 by Pinchas Frankel  

The First Exile 

Parshas Vayetze, begins (Bereishis 28:10), 
Vayetze Yaakov MiBe'er Sheva, vayelech 
Charanah, "And  Yaakov left Be'er Sheva, 
and traveled towards Charan."  Using the 
principle of Maasei Avos Siman LeBanim, 
"Actions of the Forefathers are models for 
their descendants," this departure of Yaakov 

from Be'er Sheva can be seen as the first Galus, the first 
Exile, of the Jewish People.   

It can also be seen as the first expulsion of the Jewish 
People, for Yaakov was forced by events, and by the re-
quirement to obey his mother, to leave the Land of Israel.  
And he was to travel to a dangerous place, a place rife 
with idol worship and thievery.  His destination was the 
home of Lavan, his uncle who, in the end, would try to rob 
him of all his possessions, including his wives, his chil-
dren and all his property and, in the words of the Pesach  
Haggadah, [Lavan] "wanted to uproot everything." 

During his stay with Lavan, Yaakov enacted the experi-
ence of his descendants in thousands of locations later in 
history.  We read (Bereishis 31:38-42),  

These twenty years I have been with you, your 
ewes and she-goats never miscarried, nor did I 
eat rams from your flock.  That which was man-
gled I never brought you - I myself would bear the 
loss.  In the case of a theft, you would deduct it 
from me, whether it was stolen by day or stolen 
by night.  By day, heat scorched me; frost con-
sumed me by night; sleep wandered from my 
eyes.  This was my twenty years in your house-
hold:  I served you for fourteen years for your two 
daughters, and six years for a percentage of your 
flocks; and you changed my salary ten times!  
Had not the G-d of my father - the G-d of Av-
raham and the 'One Who Aroused Dread in 
Yitzchak' - been with me, you would surely have 
sent me away empty-handed… 

In a sense this journey of Yaakov’s was the reverse im-
age of the journey that his grandfather, Avraham, had 
made early in the activities that he undertook in partner-
ship, so to speak, with HaShem, Who had commanded 
him, as we read several weeks ago in (Bereishis 12:1), 
"…Go forth from your land, and from your birthplace, and 
from the house of your father, to the Land that I will show 
you."  That was the first Aliyah, the first "going up" to the 
Land of Israel especially in the spiritual sense, to the Holy 
Land.  Thus, we see HaShem, operating in the world ac-
cording to the principle that "He creates the healing be-
fore the injury;" the Aliyah, the Geulah, or Redemption, 

before the Galus, or Exile.  Yaakov's father, Yitzchak, hav-
ing consecrated the Har HaBayis, the Temple Mount, with 
his intended self-sacrifice at the Akeidah, “binding” of 
Yitzchak, had risen to the highest level of holiness and 
was not permitted to leave the Holy Land.  

Yaakov teaches us how to fortify ourselves for life in the 
Galus.  On the way to his uncle's house, he spends four-
teen years in the Yeshivah of Shem and Ever, son and 
grandson, respectively, of  Noach.  According to the Mid-
rash, Shem and Ever founded a Beis Medrash, an 
"Academy of Study” of the Torah.  The curriculum of this 
Yeshivah is a fascinating subject in itself, for there was 
taught the Torah generations before HaShem would give 
his holy treasure to the Jewish People on Mt. Sinai.  But 
whatever the subject matter was, it contained the Founda-
tions of the Torah, principles of thought and behavior that 
would later be revealed at Sinai. 

Perhaps it also included secrets of nature that would ena-
ble Yaakov to determine that the sheep born in Lavan’s 
flock were “ringed, speckled and checkered” after Lavan 
had removed those types of sheep from the flock in order 
to deprive Yaakov of his legitimate wages.  Having inte-
grated this learning into his personality, Yaakov was pre-
pared to deal with everything that the evil Lavan, the hyp-
ocritical Lavan, was able to throw his way.  He would be 
able to say Im Lavan garti, ve'Taryag Mitzvos Shamarti, 
"Although I lived with Lavan, I was still able to observe the 
entire Torah." (Rashi on Bereishis 32:5) 

When Yaakov felt ready, when his family, the nucleus of 
the People of Israel, was complete, Yaakov made the de-
cision to return to Eretz Yisrael, the Holy Land of Israel.  
Upon his arrival, the Midrash tells us that he had not yet 
found peace.  Bikesh Yaakov leyshev b'shalvah, kafatz 
alav rugzo shel Yoseph; "Just as Yaakov thought that he 
would finally be able to find peace, the tragedy of Yoseph 
engulfed him" (Bereishis Rabbah 84:6).  Even in the Holy 
Land, major problems and bitter struggles had yet to be 
fought. 

In our time, the struggle of Medinat Yisrael, the State of 
Israel, with the Palestinians, the Iranians and Anti-Semites 
of all stripes, "Grandfather Yisrael," the true Spirit of Jew-
ish Destiny, are fully engaged.  We pray that the out-
comes of these struggles will be as it was with Yaakov 
Avinu, Jacob our Father, (Bereishis 32:29), "for you have 
engaged in spiritual combat with Angels, and physical 
combat with men; and you have prevailed." 

L’Iluy Nishmas beni, Aharon Baruch Mordechai  

ben Pinchas Menachem 


