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 ... 7:20 p.m. 

.. 7:54 p.m. 

Mincha ..................... 7:00 p.m. 

Sh’kiah ..................... 8:12 p.m.


Daf Yomi.................. 8:00 a.m. 

Shacharis ................ 8:45 a.m. 

Sof Zman K’Shma ... 9:13 a.m. 

Pirkei Avos .............. 6:15 p.m. 

Halacha Shiur .......... 7:05 p.m. 

Mincha ..................... 7:50 p.m. 

Ma’ariv ..................... 8:55 p.m. 

Shabbos ends ......... 9:03 p.m. 

Weekday Schedule 
May 22 - 27 

Shacharis 
   Zoom #790 613 352 

Sunday .................... 7:45 a.m. 

Mon, Thurs ..... 6:20, 7:45 a.m.  

Tu, Wed, Fr .... 6:25, 7:45 a.m. 
 

Mincha-Ma’ariv 

   Zoom #790 613 352   

Sunday-Thursday. ... 8:05 p.m. 

Rabbi Fein’s Daf Yomi 

Sunday ....................... 6:25 a.m. 

Monday - Friday ......... 5:25 a.m. 

Rabbi Gottlieb’s Daf Yomi  
   Zoom #266 109 506 

Sunday- Friday .......... 7:00 a.m.  

Rabbi Gottlieb’s Gemara Shiur 
   Zoom #721 128 697 

Sunday  ...................... 8:30 a.m. 


Early candle lighting .. 7:20 p.m. 

Actual candle lighting . 8:00 p.m. 

Mincha ........................ 7:00 p.m. 

 

May 20, 2022 


 

Rabbi Gottlieb will be giving his Pirkei Avos shiur on Shabbos afternoon at 6:15 
p.m.; the halacha series continues this week with “What's The Deal With Visiting 
Kevarim - Part II?” Been wondering about a topic or issue? Click the link to submit 
topics for discussion: https://forms.gle/4HHwX8s9MJ2x6AvXA.This week’s Halacha 
Shiur is at 7:05 p.m.  

Tzeischem l’shalom to our dear friends and long-time members, Ronnie and 
Jennifer Herrmann. We wish them much hatzlacha in their new home. Barry and 
Emily Lifschitz and Seymour and Raizie Lutwak are sponsoring this week’s kiddush 
in their honor and David and Regina Abramczik are sponsoring a goodbye shalosh 
seudos for the Herrmanns as well. Sponsors are being sought to contribute to the 
Shavuos flowers in our shul. The cost is $20. Please respond to Sandy Lieder at 
eiyintova@gmail.com. 

The Rabbi’s Navi shiur continues this week at a new time: 7:30 p.m. in the shul’s 
multi-purpose room. All are invited to attend.  

Yonah Rossman sent us a report about important work he is doing in Israel for the 
Lev LaChayal Hesder program. Please read his message on page 5. 

The TCN Network streams a schedule of shiurim which can be viewed in our Simcha 
Room. Rabbi Frand’s shiur begins Thursdays at 9:00 p.m. On Motzoei Shabbos, Rabbi 
Reisman’s Navi shiur begins at 10:30 p.m.  

Make your voice heard. The New York State Education Department recently 
released new, proposed Substantial Equivalency Regulations for nonpublic schools 
that could affect our children’s and grandchildren’s yeshiva education. See page 4. 

The rise of nationalism in the nineteenth century brought about a bit of 

an identity crisis for the Jewish People. As nations identified themselves 

by their shared land, language, and culture, many Jews and gentiles 

alike asked what, if anything, defines the Jewish nation? At the time, of 

course, we were a nation without a land, and without a shared language. 

Shemita 
by Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 

(continued on next page) 

To the Furman family on the petirah of Helen Furman a”h. 

B A I S  T O R A H  B U L L E T I N  

Moe and Bayla Tilson on the marriage of their grandson Meir, son of Yael and Yehuda 
Jacoby of Teaneck, to Rachel Yudin of Woodmere, daughter of Rabbi Aryeh and Atara 
Yudin.  

David and Ruth Lehmann on the birth of a great-grandson, born to Nati and Rivka 
Gurwitz. Mazel tov to grandparents, Steven and Aviva Schwartz.  

David and Ruth Lehmann on the birth of a great-granddaughter, born to Levi and 
Tzipporah Berman of Tel Tziyon. Mazel tov to grandparents Ariel and Shira Benmergui.  

https://zoom.us/j/790613352
https://zoom.us/j/790613352
https://forms.gle/4HHwX8s9MJ2x6AvXA
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Refuah Shelaima 

Yossi Stern   ציון בן מלכה פראדל -יוסף בן  
      Visitors please call first 
            845-352-5138 

Gordons’ daughter-in-law 
 שולמית בת מירל

Katie Tannenbaum’s grandson 
משה בן דבורה טובה יהונתן              

Ruth Malinowitz            רבקה בת פריידא 

Andy Yurowitz               אליהו זבי בן חנה 

Goldress grandson  
 אילן רפאל בן טובה רבקה

 

 
How to Reach Us  

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb  
(845) 357-3913 

Daytime emergency (845) 362-8362 

rabbigottlieb@gmail.com  

Jack Gross, President  
(646) 450-7616;  

jack2act@gmail.com  

Michael Kronenberg, Treasurer  
mkron1950@gmail.com  

Rivki Faivelson, Shul Secretary  
(845) 352-1343 M-Th, 10:00-1:00 

baistorah@gmail.com  

Simcha Room Reservations 
Kiddushim  
Jack Gross (646) 450-7616  

Shalosh Seudos Reservations  
Jack Gross (845) 659-6590  

Bikur Cholim  
Sharon Kronenberg, (914) 261-5654 

Sandy Lieder, (845) 304-8884  

Friday Night Mikva 

(845) 425-6101  

Shul Bulletin 

baistorahbulletin@gmail.com 

For many early Zionist activists, the reclamation of the land was an essential element 

in defining our peoplehood. 

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch thought differently, arguing that we were a unique 

people, living not with geographical borders, but within a book, The Book of Books. 

The People of the Book is not simply an apt description of the Jewish People, it is the 

definition of our nationhood. Two-thousand years of diaspora history stood behind 

Rav Hirsch’s assertion, for despite having no land and no language, we remained a 

people apart. 

Our triumphant, miraculous return to the land carries with it the inherent danger that 
we come to subsume our identity in the land alone, not in The Book it represents. 

The Torah, however, built in a safeguard to protect against such eventuality. 

The shemita year, which we are experiencing right now, is the antidote for the 

malady of identifying with the land alone. For one full calendar year, the Torah 

charges us with the mandate to extricate our national identity from the land. The land 

is, for all intents and purposes, ownerless. We do not work it, and all its produce is 

equally free for all to take. 

For a year, we become a stateless people, even when living in our own state. But, as 

stateless people, we see ourselves as something different, a nation apart whose 

identity is tied not to a land but to an idea. A properly observed shemita year, 

immersed not in agriculture but in Torah study, is as effective, if not more so, in 

defining us as the people of The Book. 

Perhaps, this explains why exile is the Torah’s consequence for failure to 

observe shemita. Exile forces us to forge a national identity that must be based on 

something other than the land under our feet, and it did just that.  

The imperative to define ourselves by ideas rather than territory is as ancient as the 

Jewish People themselves. Many commentators see this as the initial conversation 

between G-d and Abraham, the directive, “Go forth from your land,” was more than 

an instruction to relocate. It was a mandate to move away from your connection to 

land, to be a person and a nation defined by values and ideas, not territorial 

boundaries.  

The miracle of The State of Israel affords us opportunities we could not have dared 

dream of along with challenges that our predecessors did not face. Often the 

challenge and opportunity are one and the same, and that is most definitely the case 

with shemita. The revival and rebirth of this precious mitzvah dormant for nearly two 

millennia, presents us with the ability not just to perform the mitzvah, but to right the 

wrongs of generations past, whose failure to properly keep shemita sparked that 

2,000-year dormancy. But, therein lies the challenge, for how do you sustain a 
modern state and economy while bringing the agricultural industry to a complete 

standstill? 

It is no wonder that of all the thorny issues which arose in the return to Zion, the 

shemita year aroused and inflamed the greatest passion. The stakes are as high as 

can be, our lease on the land tied to the proper observance of shemita, but properly 

observing shemita could kill the state in its shell. 

Those passions informed the initial settlement of the land, and the same passionate 

opinions still inform the debate that rages each shemita year. But, let’s never forget 

that we have the privilege of having these fights. That should not be taken for 

granted.   

Good Shabbos.  

Shemita (continued from previous page) 
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by Pinchas Frankel  

We find in Parshas Behar, (Vayikra 25:8-13) 

You shall count for yourself seven cycles of 
sabbatical years, seven years seven times; 
the years of the seven cycles of sabbatical 
years shall be for you forty-nine years.  You 

shall sound a broken blast on the Shofar, in the 
seventh month, on the tenth of the month; on 
the Day of Atonement you shall sound the 
Shofar throughout your land. You shall sanctify 
the fiftieth year and proclaim freedom 
throughout the land for all its inhabitants; it shall 
be the Yovel (the Jubilee) Year for you – this 
fiftieth year you shall not sow, you shall not 
harvest its aftergrowth and you shall not pick 
what was set aside of it for yourself.  For it is a 
Yovel Year, it shall be holy to you; from the field 
you may eat its crop.  In this Yovel Year you 
shall return each man to his ancestral heritage.  

The significance of the Yovel Year is a matter of 
discussion and dispute among our sages: 

he Ramban says, “In my opinion, Scripture calls the 
year a Yovel not on account of the blowing of the 
Shofar, but rather, because of the freedom associated 
with the year, as it says, ‘You shall proclaim freedom 
throughout the land for all its inhabitants.’ “ 

In Maseches Nedarim 61a, we find a dispute between 
Rabbi Yehuda and Rabbi Yosef as to which feature of 
the Yovel Year is indispensable. The Biblical 
expression is, “For it is a Yovel Year” – What is it? “It 
is a ‘Yovel Year’ even though Shemitah was not 
observed that year, and even though the Shofar was 
not sounded; but lest I think that it can be a Yovel 
without the release of servants and the proclaiming of 
freedom throughout the land for all its inhabitants, ‘For 
it is a Yovel Year’ refers to that characteristic of the 
year as indispensable – in the opinion of Rabbi 
Yehuda.  But Rabbi Yosef sees the indispensable 
feature of the Year for it to be considered a Yovel Year 
as the sounding of the Shofar. 

We find in the Safra on Behar a description of the 
sequence of events that occurred on the Yovel Year:  
“Rabbi Yochanan ben Beroka said that the release of 
servants and the return of individuals to their ancestral 

heritage was not immediate – There was an interval 
when the joy of the event was allowed to express itself, 
They would eat and drink and rejoice, with crowns on 
their heads until Yom HaKippurim arrived.  Then the 
Shofar was sounded, and ancestral heritages were 
returned to their original owners and the servants 
returned to their families.”  

The Shem MiShmuel contrasts the Shemitah Year 
(every seventh year, when no agricultural activity is 
permitted for the owners of fields) and the Yovel Year, 
when a similar set of instructions apply.  He says that 
the direction of the love during the Shemitah Year is 
primarily from Below to Above (Man to G-d), when the 
human being yearns to attach himself Above, whereas 
during the Yovel Year, it is primarily from Above to 
Below (G-d to Man), when Enlightenment and Heavenly 
Concepts are opened up for Man.  During both years, 
servants are released, but in connection with the 
release during the Shemitah Year, the term “The master 
sends out the servant” is used, but in connection with 
the Yovel Year, the term “The servant leaves” is used.  
During Shemitah, it is necessary for the master to take 
action to release the servant, but during Yovel, when 
Lights and Concepts have been revealed to the servant 
from the ‘World of Freedom,’ the servant becomes a 
free person on his own. 

The Michtav Me-Eliyahu says that both Shabbos and 
the Shemitah Year have the nature of Tranquility, 
meaning Attachment to HaShem without interruption 
and the union of the human being with his inner life; and 
this is called “Like the World-to-Come.”  For the nature 
of the “World-to-Come” is complete attachment to the 
Spiritual, but when this aspect is translated to “This-
World,” it is impossible that some contamination does 
not enter, and thus the 49th Day (the 7th Shemitah) is 
called seven-times purified.  But the concept of 
purification implies the existence of some dross which 
needs to be removed.  On the 50th Day (Shavuos) and 
the 50th Year (the Yovel Year), there is no longer any 
need for purification; it is the level of “Truth for the sake 
of Truth;” the 50th Level is when there is no concept of 
subservience to be overcome. 

The Yovel, The Jubilee Year  

L’Iluy Nishmas beni, Aharon Baruch Mordechai  

ben Pinchas Menachem 
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CALL 845.502.7000 (new option!)  

TEXT the word 'START' to 888.595.1529 

SIGN online here  

EMAIL your letter  

 

Suggested wording for emails can be found here.  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001auF7fQRQaXBXr35gyLNOkwTd_kL7n58TgznVNLCMbmXFjNBfvBJP63826suS12ESfB37KsZ0WyryclMWUzFqnIVKmN1z8z2ZqszEo-J7i7M9WL1n58Ny7WRvCNEnF8VhGyEkPaQVAFFSkU5RnWFSm2aixVhIb2xo&c=Awn5UVbkI5P1mnRNispBGMR2AzSins7WQyWXKqjT8CoJ6D8RJHNLpQ==&ch=fnm_
mailto:seregcomments@nysed.gov;%20info@torahumesorah.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001auF7fQRQaXBXr35gyLNOkwTd_kL7n58TgznVNLCMbmXFjNBfvBJP62cCZMo7mtHDFDQ4Y_Ql1lQDUfwFzFsuyBK_i9l-DfsUO2LCKqwZ1HZSyxJWP8F2VRTGPFtxWF496wsefZ_bxozdhC9lYv7F3W_6D9rw26EWs1fSQ1_UsuYqVXJ1BWfscYxzpiTXwt5SYn8cAcxDQlNPs-RiE2oTyOd41Ak0JQzYUzg
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 As many of you know, after finishing my year 
on Shlichut in Toronto, earlier this year I returned to 
Israel and rejoined Yeshivat Lev HaTorah in Ramat 
Beit Shemesh as a full time faculty member. 
 One of the programs we are most proud of, and 
which I am most involved with, is our Lev LaChayal 
Hesder program. Many of the youth from our com-
munity in Monsey, myself included, have made Ali-
ya and joined the IDF as lone soldiers. Although the 
process we went through was extremely rewarding, 
the journey was also bureaucratic, tedious, and reli-
giously challenging - to put it lightly. 
 Except for the small number of students who 
attended the highly competitive Israeli Hesder Yeshi-
vot, for years Yeshiva students wanting to make ali-
yah from the US and to join the IDF had no proper 
path or framework to do so. The options were either 
draft for 3 full years, volunteer and then move back 
to the US for a mandated period of time, or not make 
Aliyah at all. 
 Over the past five years, that has all changed. 
After years of hard work and lobbying, Lev HaTorah 
got approval to be the first and only American Hes-
der Yeshiva in Israel. This means that boys from 
America can go anywhere they want for their "year 
in Israel", and then if they plan on joining the IDF, 
they can join our Yeshiva for our Shiur Bet Hesder 
program. In doing so they are properly trained, edu-
cated, and cared for throughout their service. They 
have a home - both a physical one and a religious one 
- at our growing Yeshivat Hesder in Ramat Beit 
Shemesh. 

 This past March, thirty (out of 45) of our shiur 
bet talmidim drafted into the army bringing our 
number of current chayalim bodedim in our pro-
gram, who are living on our campus, to well over 
50. Speaking from experience, it is simply nothing 
short of revolutionary. The effect this has on our con-
stantly growing Torah based community in Ramat 
Beit Shemesh is also remarkable. 
 Until today, we have been renting apartments for 
across the street from the Yeshiva. As the numbers of 
young olim and chayalim are growing exponentially, 
we simply cannot find enough apartments to sustain 
the program of 50+ Chayalim. It is for this reason 
that in the coming weeks we are b'ezrat hashem plan-
ning to start the construction on our new residence 
for the chayalim.  
 I personally have met with the architects, the 
mayor, and many of our partners in recent weeks - 
explaining to all of them the importance of starting to 
build ASAP in order to accommodate next year's 
draft of chayalim. I would very much like to ensure 
that we start the digging for our new building before 
Shavuot. The new building will be a proper home 
which will be able to house 68 of the chayalim dur-
ing their IDF service. I cannot overestimate the im-
portance of having this home for these chayalim on 
our campus so that they can continue to grow with 
support from their Rebbeim, their chaveirim, our 
staff psychologists, and our community, during their 
time in the IDF.  
 I have taken upon myself to help raise the funds 
for this new project and am reaching out to you to 

invite you to join me in this endeavor.  If 
you would like partner with me in sup-
porting this cause you can do so using 
this link: Lev LaChayal Building Fund 

       I am also available on whatsapp or by 
e-mail at Yonah.Rossman@gmail.com if 
you would like to reach out or if you 
would like to make a contribution not 
using the link above. Dedication opportu-
nities are also available for those interest-
ed in making a large gift as part of this 
project. 
     Thank you in advance for your support 
and partnership. Looking forward to do-
ing great things together be"h. 
 

Yonah Rossman (+972) 058 783 2235 
New Initiatives and Partnerships @ 
Yeshiva Lev HaTorah 
Israel Liaison @ RZA/Mizrachi 
 

A Message from Yonah Rossman 

https://campaigns.causematch.com/levhatorah/35121/donate/
mailto:Yonah.Rossman@gmail.com
https://levhatorah.org/
https://rza.org/
https://rza.org/

