
 

Congregation Bais Torah • 89 West Carlton Rd  • Suffern, NY 10901  • (845) 352-1343  • www.baistorah.org  


 .......... 4:09 p.m. 

Early Mincha ......... 3:00 p.m.  

Mincha ..................... 4:15 p.m. 

Sh’kiah ..................... 4:27 p.m.


Daf Yomi .................. 8:00 a.m. 

Shacharis ................. 8:45 a.m. 

Sof Zman K’Shma ... 9:26 a.m. 

Halacha Shiur .......... 3:20 p.m. 

Mincha ..................... 4:05 p.m. 

Ma’ariv ..................... 5:09 p.m. 

Shabbos ends .......... 5:17 p.m. 

 

Weekday Schedule 

December 5 - 10 

Rabbi Gottlieb’s Gemara Shiur 
   Zoom #721 128 697 

Sunday  ....................... 8:30 a.m. 

Rabbi Gottlieb’s Daf Yomi  
   Zoom #266 109 506 

Sun - Fri ...................... 7:00 a.m. 

Rabbi Fein’s Daf Yomi 

Sunday ........................ 6:25 a.m. 

Monday - Fri. .............. 5:25 a.m. 

Shacharis 
   Zoom #790 613 352 

Sunday 7:45 .......ראש חדש a.m. 

Monday ........... 6:10, 7:45 a.m. 

Thursday ......... 6:20, 7:45 a.m. 

Tue, Wed, Fri .. 6:25, 7:45 a.m

 

Mincha-Ma’ariv 

   Zoom #790 613 352   

Sunday - Thurs. ....... 4:15 p.m. 


Candle lighting ............ 4:09 p.m. 

Mincha ........................ 4:15 p.m. 

 

 B A I S  T O R A H  B U L L E T I N  

December 3, 2021 


  

On Shabbos afternoon at 3:20 p.m., Rabbi Gottlieb will give his weekly Halacha Shiur 
on the topic of “Shemitta Today - Obligation, Option, or Something Else?” 

Enjoy learning, pizza and prizes at Avos U’Banim Motzoei Shabbos at 7:00 p.m. This 
week’s program is being sponsored by Rabbi Yisroel and Amy Gottlieb. If you would 
like to underwrite an evening’s learning, contact Amy Gottlieb at (845) 357-3913 or 
mrsagottlieb@gmail.com.  

The Wednesday night Navi shiur will meet this week at 8:00 p.m. in the shul library. 
It will also be streamed on Zoom, ID 590-354-028, passcode Bais.  

Rabbi Gottlieb's Daf Yomi shiurim are streamed live on Zoom every morning and are 
also available on our website, www.baistorah.org. To dedicate a shiur, kiddush or 
seudat shlishit in memory or in honor of a loved one, please contact Jack Gross.  

TCN Network offers a popular schedule of shiurim which can be viewed in our 
Simcha Room. Rabbi Mansour’s shiur begins on Thursday at 7:45 p.m. and Rabbi 
Frand’s shiur begins at 9:00 p.m. On Motzoei Shabbos, Rabbi Reisman’s Navi shiur 
begins at 7:30 p.m. Please join us. 

The Shmita year creates a significant impact on the members of religious kibbutzim 
and moshavim such as Kibbutz Sha’alvim, which is facing a deficit of several 
hundred thousand dollars, even after government assistance; the sixty families who 
live there face a significant restriction of their standard of living in the current year. 
Congregation Bais Torah is proud to partner with Anshei Chesed Congregation of 
Boynton Beach, FL to help the kibbutz; checks can made out to Congregation Bais 
Torah (shmitta in memo). The entirety of this campaign will be forwarded to Kibbutz 
Sha’alvim. Please contact Laurence Gordon, Campaign Coordinator, at 845-548-1818 
with any questions.  

Miriam Nussbaum on the bas mitzvah of her granddaughter, Kara, daughter of Jamie 
and Elana Nussbaum.  

David and Regina Abramczik on the graduation of their granddaughter, Bina Weiss, 
from Mount Sinai nursing school. 

God in the Image of Man 
by Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 

(continued on next page) 

One of the few advantages of the never-ending series of Covid variants 
has been the spread of knowledge of the Greek alphabet. The Talmud 
describes Greek as the most beautiful of foreign tongues, the only one 
worthy of capturing the Torah in translation. 

The Siegal family on the petirah of Jerry Siegal z”l. 

Fayge Deutsch on the petirah of her mother, Chaya Gitel Ellner Carmel a”h. 

Happy Chanukah!   

https://zoom.us/j/790613352
https://zoom.us/j/790613352
mailto:mrsagottlieb@gmail.com
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Refuah Shelaima 

Yossi Stern   ציון בן מלכה פראדל -יוסף בן  
      Visitors please call first 
            845-352-5138 

Gordons’ daughter-in-law 
 שולמית בת מירל

Katie Tannenbaum’s grandson 
משה בן דבורה טובה יהונתן              

Rosalie Kallner 
 שיינה רחל בת שרה  הודל           

Ruth Malinowitz            רבקה בת פריידא

Andy Yurowitz               אליהו זבי בן חנה 

Goldress grandson  
 אילן רפאל בן טובה רבקה

Bikur Cholim 
Please call  

Rosalie Kallner, Fountainview  

356-2506 
 

How to Reach Us  

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb  
(845) 357-3913 

Daytime emergency (845) 362-8362 

rabbigottlieb@gmail.com  

Jack Gross, President  
(646) 450-7616;  

jack2act@gmail.com  

Michael Kronenberg, Treasurer  
mkron1950@gmail.com  

Rivki Faivelson, Shul Secretary  
(845) 352-1343 M-Th, 9:00-1:00 

baistorah@gmail.com  

Simcha Room Reservations 
Kiddushim  
Jack Gross (646) 450-7616  

Shalosh Seudos Reservations  
Jack Gross (845) 659-6590  

Bikur Cholim  
Sharon Kronenberg, (914) 261-5654 

Sandy Lieder, (845) 304-8884  

Friday Night Mikva 

(845) 425-6101  

Shul Bulletin 

baistorahbulletin@gmail.com 

God in the Image of Man  (continued from previous page) 

Greek language, culture, philosophy and learning form not only the bedrock of the 
ancient world, but are the basis for much of the modern world as well. Political 
theory, democracy, science, medicine, philosophy, rhetoric, and drama are all 
products of the genius of ancient Greece, a culture rivaled only by Israel in terms 
of contributions made to western civilization.  

Which leads to the question: If these two societies complement one another so 
well, what brought about the deep schism that led to the Chanukah oppression 
and revolt?  

An observation: Despite the great similarities, there is a fundamental, unbridgea-
ble divide between the two societies that goes to the very heart of what they stand 
for. Perhaps the single-greatest controlling principle of Judaism is the fundamen-
tal belief that man was created in the image of G-d. From that principle flows Ju-
daism’s emphasis on the dignity of man and the value of life. That belief also con-
trols the tenets of free will, and the broad imperative of imitatio dei, the mandate 
for man to strive to meet the standards of G-d himself in compassion and charity, 
for bearing the image of G-d demands of one to live up to the standards of G-d. 

Greek religious belief and philosophy is the polar opposite. The Greeks molded 
their gods in the image of man. The pantheon of Greek gods is a collection of the 
jealous, the unfaithful, the petty, the angry and the vengeful. The ancient Greeks 
projected all human foibles and frailties onto their gods, as if to say, “how can one 
expect any better from human beings, when the gods themselves fall prey to all 
vice and weakness.” 

For the ancient Greeks, their gods became the excuse, a convenient cover be-
hind which to hide and justify immoral and amoral behavior. Man need not live up 
to the standards of a moral and just G-d, but can instead take comfort in the fact 
that he is no worse than his gods who seem all too human. For the ancient and 
modern Hebrew, G-d becomes and is the benchmark against which man will 
measure his moral and ethical self. No human will ever have the compassion, 
love, and kindness of G-d Himself, but his job not is not to reach the goal but to 
constantly travel the road to get there. Man is created in the image of a perfect G-
d, and is charged to live up to the creed of that perfect G-d. 

Ancient Greece saw their gods as living on Mount Olympus, at once all too hu-
man, but too aloof to be relevant in the lives of the humans who serve them. An-
cient and modern Israel, by contrast, see an infinite G-d, unable to be contained 
by the breadth of the universe itself, but One who chooses to dwell among his 
people. The G-d of the Hebrews is unknowable, yet he is there, calling to his peo-
ple to realize the greatness within. The gods of the Greeks are all too knowable, 
yet nowhere to be found, demanding nothing of moral courage or ethical greatness 
from their charges. 

The menorah of the mikdash is described as the “testament to the world that the 
Divine Presence rests among the Jewish People.” It is, in essence, the antithesis 
of the Greek concept of god, a reminder that there is a just and moral G-d who 
dwells among us and demands the same from us as well.  

Could there be a better symbol of the contrast between Greek and Jewish philos-
ophy than the Menorah?  

Good Shabbos. 
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by Pinchas Frankel  

At the beginning of this Parsha, we find 
Yoseph rising to a position of greatness and 
power in Egypt on the strength of his ability 
to accurately interpret the dream of the 
Pharaoh.   Yoseph maintains his attitude of 
modesty when Pharaoh says to him, “...and I 
have heard that you comprehend a dream to 

interpret it” (Bereshis 41:15), by saying “...That is 
beyond me; it is G-d Who will respond and restore 
Pharaoh’s peace of mind.” (Bereshis 41:16)  Here we 
see a great talent of Yoseph understood by him and 
explained to others as a gift of G-d.  However, there was 
a behavior demonstrated by Yoseph in last week’s 
Parsha for which he must accept full credit.  With one 
exception, as seen below.   

I am referring to his response to his attempted seduction 
by the wife of Potiphar.  We found there, “After these 
things, his master’s wife lifted her eyes to contemplate 
Yoseph, and she said to him, ‘Lie with me.’ But he 
adamantly refused... (and the Torah places on the word 
signifying his refusal a ‘shalshelet,’ a musical note 
consisting of two-and-a-half ‘pazer’s,’ denoting intense 
personal struggle). He said to her, ‘My master has 
trusted me completely... and he has denied me nothing 
but you, inasmuch as you are his wife; how then can I 
betray his trust and perpetrate this great evil against G-
d?’ ” (Bereshis 39:7-9) It is for this and this alone that 
Yoseph is given the title of “Yoseph HaTzaddik,” Yoseph 
the Righteous.   

In MasechesSotah 36b, we find that at the height of his 
passion, “... the image of his father appeared to him in 
the window...” and he was able to overcome his desire.  
The appearance of the image of his father was brought 
about by the deep spiritual bond between them rooted in 
his sub-conscious and reaching upward to the 
conscience of Yoseph. 

A question has arisen with regard to the righteousness 
of Yoseph – how could he not have, once he rose to 
power, contacted his grieving father and communicated 
to him that he was still alive? 

I believe that a possible answer to this may lie in the last 
set of interactions between Yoseph and his father.  At 
the beginning of Parshas Vayeshev, the Chumash tells 
us that Yoseph was guilty of slandering Leah’s sons, 
hardly a behavior that would endear him to his father.  
Worse than that, when Yoseph described his dream of 
the sun and the moon and the eleven stars bowing to 
him, Yaakov’s reaction is, “...And his father scolded him, 
and said to him, ‘What is this dream that you have 
dreamt?  Are we to come – I and your mother and your 

brothers – to bow down to you on the ground?’ So his 
brothers were jealous of him, but his father was silent, 
remembering the dream for the future.” (Bereshis 37:10-
11)  And soon afterwards, his father had sent him on a 
mission he must have known to be dangerous.  “And 
Yisrael said to Yoseph, ‘Your brothers are shepherding 
the flocks in Shechem, go now, for I will send you to 
them...’ ” (Bereshis 37:13) And Yoseph, not wishing to 
disobey his father, had responded, “...Here I am!” (ibid)  
He had received a murderous reception from his 
brothers, and he could not help but implicate his father 
as well, despite the earlier gift of the many-colored coat!  
Thus, for all the intervening years, he had resented not 
only his brothers, but also his father, for exposing him to 
the cruelty of his brothers. 

When, at the moment of truth with Potiphar’s wife, his 
sub-conscious had saved him by projecting an image of 
his father in the window, doubt had entered his mind 
concerning his suspicion of his father.  When he learned 
from Pharaoh’s dream that there would be seven years 
of plenty followed by seven years of famine, then maybe 
a means of testing the members of his family began to 
crystallize in his mind.  He planned the complicated 
series of events that would result in Yaakov’s releasing 
of Binyamin to his brothers, and his simulated 
imprisonment of Binyamin, to elicit the reaction of the 
brothers.   

And when Yehudah stepped forward and said, “...Then 
your servant my father said to us, ‘You know that my wife 
bore two sons for me.  One has left me and I assumed 
that alas, he has surely been torn to pieces, for I have 
not seen him since!  So should you take this one also 
from my presence, and disaster befall him, then you will 
have brought down my white hair in an evil way to the 
grave!’  And now, if I come to your servant, my father, 
and the youth is not with us, since his soul is bound up 
with his soul, when he sees that the youth is missing, he 
will die ... For your servant took responsibility for the 
youth from my father saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to 
you, then I will have sinned against my father for all time!  
Now therefore, let your servant remain instead of the 
youth, as a servant to my lord, and let the youth go up 
with his brothers...”  (Bereshis 44:27-33) Yoseph had 
heard convincing testimony that he had misjudged his 
father, and that his brothers had repented for the sin of 
selling him into slavery.  The Chumash continues with 
Yoseph’s immediate revealing of his identity to his 
brothers.        

Yoseph HaTzaddik 

L’Iluy Nishmas beni, Aharon Baruch Mordechai  

ben Pinchas Menachem 


