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 .......... 5:46 p.m. 

Mincha ..................... 5:55 p.m. 

Sh’kiah ..................... 6:04 p.m.


Daf Yomi .................. 8:00 a.m. 

Shacharis ................. 8:45 a.m. 

Sof Zman K’Shma ... 9:58 a.m. 

Halacha shiur ........... 4:55 p.m. 

Mincha ..................... 5:40 p.m. 

Ma’ariv ..................... 6:45 p.m. 

Shabbos ends .......... 6:53 p.m. 

 

Weekday Schedule 
October 24 - 29 

Rabbi Gottlieb’s Gemara Shiur 
   Zoom #721 128 697 

Sunday  ....................... 8:30 a.m. 

Rabbi Gottlieb’s Daf Yomi  
   Zoom #266 109 506 

Sun - Fri ...................... 7:00 a.m. 

Rabbi Fein’s Daf Yomi 

Sunday ........................ 6:25 a.m. 
Monday - Fri. .............. 5:25 a.m. 

Shacharis 
   Zoom #790 613 352 

Sunday..................... 7:45 a.m. 

Mon, Th........... 6:20, 7:45 a.m. 

Tue, Wed, Fri. . 6:25, 7:45 a.m

 
Mincha-Ma’ariv 

   Zoom #790 613 352   

Sunday - Thurs. ....... 5:45 p.m. 


Candle lighting ............ 5:37 p.m. 

Mincha ........................ 5:45 p.m. 

 

 B A I S  T O R A H  B U L L E T I N  

October 22, 2021 


 

Coming up: The Birthday, Anniversary and Simcha Kiddush, celebrating 
members’ and friends’ special occasions in the months of September, October, 
November and December. The kiddush will take place on Parshas Chayei Sorah, 
October 30th. Please contact our shul secretary at baistorah@gmail.com or Sandy 
Lieder at eiyintova@gmail.com to participate. The cost is $18 per name and the 
deadline for inclusion is this Monday, October 25th. 

Please join us on Shabbos afternoon at 4:55 p.m. for Rabbi Gottlieb’s Halacha Shiur 
on “Men and Wedding Rings.”   

The Wednesday night Navi shiur is given by Rabbi Gottlieb in the library at 8:00 p.m. It 
can also be accessed on Zoom at ID #590-354-028, passcode Bais. 

Rabbi Gottlieb's Daf Yomi shiurim are streamed live on Zoom every morning and 
are also available on our website, www.baistorah.org. To dedicate a shiur, kiddush or 
seudat shlishit in memory or in honor of a loved one, please contact Jack Gross.  

This week’s Kiddush and Shalosh Seudos are being sponsored by Nechemia and 
Pesi Zyskind in memory of Pesi’s parents, Tzvi ben R' Yehoshua Shoshana and 
Raizel bas Yekusiel Yehudah. Tuesday’s shiurim were dedicated by Mark Srulowitz  
in memory of his mother, Sydell, Sara Leah bas R' Avrohom Chaim Yehuda 
HaCohen.  

The campaign to fund the Sunday Tzedaka Appeal has begun. For over 50 
years, we have had the zechus of distributing nearly a million dollars in much-needed 
tzedaka to deserving individuals and institutions. Please send in your yearly 
contribution or make your pledge to Rivki at baistorah@gmail.com or to Ronnie 
Herrmann at DrRonHerrmann@gmail.com. 

TCN Network shiurim are once again being shown in our Simcha Room. Rabbi 
Mansour’s shiur begins on Thursday at 7:45 p.m. and Rabbi Frand’s shiur begins at 
9:00 p.m. On Motzoei Shabbos, Rabbi Reisman’s Navi shiur begins at  
9:00 p.m. Please join us. 

Carol Ginsberg on the marriage of her grandchildren, Chaim and Shifra Ginsberg, 
children of Steven and Deena Ginsberg.  

The Book of the Upright 
by Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 

(continued on next page) 

The book of Bereishis is long. Each of its individual parshios is lengthy, 
and the whole seems even greater in length than the sum of its vast 
parts. Bereishis takes up an enormous amount of real estate in the oth-
erwise concise, tightly worded sefer Torah. With all the space it takes 

Avromy Fein on the petirah of his mother, Joyce Fein.  

https://zoom.us/j/790613352
https://zoom.us/j/790613352
mailto:DrRonHerrmann@gmail.com.
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Refuah Shelaima 

Yossi Stern   ציון בן מלכה פראדל -יוסף בן  
      Visitors please call first 
            845-352-5138 

Gordons’ daughter-in-law 
 שולמית בת מירל

Katie Tannenbaum’s grandson 
משה בן דבורה טובה יהונתן              

Rosalie Kallner 
 שיינה רחל בת שרה  הודל           

Larry Seligson’s son 
 רפאל אפרים בן סימא פריעדל         

Ruth Malinowitz            רבקה בת פריידא

Andy Yurowitz               אליהו זבי בן חנה 

Goldress grandson  
 אילן רפאל בן טובה רבקה

Bikur Cholim 
Please call  

Rosalie Kallner, Fountainview  

356-2506 
 

How to Reach Us  

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb  
(845) 357-3913 

Daytime emergency (845) 362-8362 

rabbigottlieb@gmail.com  

Jack Gross, President  
(646) 450-7616;  

jack2act@gmail.com  

Michael Kronenberg, Treasurer  
mkron1950@gmail.com  

Rivki Faivelson, Shul Secretary  
(845) 352-1343 M-Th, 9:00-1:00 

baistorah@gmail.com  

Simcha Room Reservations 
Kiddushim  
Jack Gross (646) 450-7616  

Shalosh Seudos Reservations  
Jack Gross (845) 659-6590  

Bikur Cholim  
Sharon Kronenberg, (914) 261-5654 

Sandy Lieder, (845) 304-8884  

Friday Night Mikva 

(845) 425-6101  

Shul Bulletin 

baistorahbulletin@gmail.com 

up, the sefer offers little in return, comprising precisely three commandments, the 
mandate to procreate, bris milah, and the prohibition to consume the gid 
hanashe. 

One might be excused for considering the protracted, narrative sections of the 
chumash as superfluous, but that would be a grievous error. The Ramban, in 
one of his first comments to the chumash, explains that the Torah is not simply a 
book of laws. It is a book of values, morals, and ethical standards. Laws can be 
taught. Values must be told. 

Storytelling is an integral component of all cultures and peoples. The stories we 
tell both reflect and transmit the values we hold dear, and the next generation 
better absorbs the lesson when told in story form. One need not imagine when 
and where to apply the moral lesson. The story provides the context and exam-
ple; one need only follow the example. 

Psychologists have shown how the human brain is hard-wired to respond to sto-
ries, the active listening centers of the brain lighting up when a subject of scien-
tific study hears a story being told. The Torah is a Divine text, written for human 
beings, and it too conveys its values by means of the story. 

In the view of the Netziv of Volozhin, one particular story captures the essence of 
the book as a whole. It is the story of Avraham and his plea for the safety of the 
people of Sodom. 

The residents of Sodom are not Jewish. That is a given. Even more so, they are 
not monotheistic; they are not moral. They are amoral, their cruelty and inhospi-
tality diametrically opposed to the kindness and compassion of Avraham Avinu. 
Yet, none of that prevents Avraham from seeking and praying for their welfare.  

Seen in that light, the story is shocking, yet revealing. Avraham’s love for people 
was pure and unconditional. He did not love people so that he could be mekarev 
them, he was able to be mekarev them because he loved them.  

Each of the five books of the Torah has a unique title in midrashic literature re-
flecting the core theme of that book. The book of shemos, by way of example, is 
called sefer hageulah, the Book of Redemption, the central theme of the sefer. 
Bereishis merits the title, sefer hayesharim, the Book of the Upright. It is a com-
pendium of stories of human beings risen to the realm of the extraordinary in the 
area of morals and values.  

Nowhere is the extraordinary nature of our forebears more on display than in Av-
raham’s limitless compassion for the people of Sodom. And, like all of the stories 
of Bereishis, they are there not to entertain us, but to inspire us. The message, 
as the Netziv explains, is our responsibility to pray for and be concerned with the 
welfare of all of humanity, regardless of race, creed, or religion. We may stand in 
strong opposition to values foreign to and incompatible with our own, but that 
does not give us license to dismiss or dislike the human beings behind those po-
sitions. 

One would be hard pressed to find two sides more incongruous than Avraham 
and the residents of Sodom. Yet, the vast chasm between them did not prevent 
Avraham from praying for their welfare. The Torah takes up a lot of real estate 
telling us this story. Are we capable of applying its moral lesson?  

Good Shabbos. 

The Book of the Upright  (continued from previous page) 
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by Pinchas Frankel  

The highlight of Parshas Vayera is the 
“Akeidah,” the tenth and final test of 
Avraham’s Faith in HaShem. 

In his commentary to Parshas Lech-Lecha, 
Rav Shimon Schwab cites the Midrash which 
says that the expression “Lech-Lecha”  

appears twice among the ten tests of Avraham, and we 
would not have known which was more beloved to 
HaShem if not for the appearance of the word “Moriah” in 
connection with the “nisayon,” the test, of “Akeidas 
Yitzchak.”  One interpretation of the word “Moriah” is 
teaching, and the teaching is as follows:  that every Jew is 
required to fulfill the Command, “’You shall love HaShem 
your G-d with all your heart and with all of your life;’ even 
if He takes your life.”  A difficulty is why this is called a 
“Test of Avraham” – after all, it was Yitzchak’s life, not 
Avraham’s, that was at risk! 

In Parshas Vayera, Rav Schwab resolves this problem.  
Willingness to give up one’s life; for example, as Avraham 
did, according to the Midrash, when he was thrown into 
Nimrod’s furnace, is one exalted level.  However, there is 
a level even higher, a level that qualifies one to be called 
an “Av,” a “Founding Father,” a transmitter of emotion, of 
attitude, of conviction, of faith, to a later generation.  How 
much more so does this apply to the ability to transmit the 
willingness to give up one’s life, to be “Moser Nefesh al 
Kiddush HaShem.”  This is what Avraham achieved at the 
“Akeidah,” with Yitzchak’s “Mesiras Nefesh.” 

However, this explanation, attractive as it is, does not 
address the central mystery of “Akeidas Yitzchak;” 
namely, generally, “Mesiras Nefesh” is performed for a 
reason – for example, to avoid being forced to perform a 
serious crime; idol worship, murder, or sexual immorality. 
Here there seems to have been no reason for the 
“Mesiras Nefesh.” It was self-sacrifice for the sake of self-
sacrifice alone, alien to the principles of Judaism!  
Midrash Tanchuma addresses this problem: 

“In the text of the Parashah, we find that 
HaShem’s Angel says to Avraham, after the 
‘Akeidah,’ ‘I have sworn by Myself’ and gives 
Avraham a great blessing.  Avraham responds, 
‘You have sworn.  Now I swear that I will not 
leave this altar until I say what I have to say.’  
HaShem says to him, ‘Speak.’  Avraham 
continues, ‘Did you not say to me, ‘…and count 
the stars, if you are able, such will be your 
descendants!’  HaShem answered, ‘I did.’  
Avraham asked, ‘and through whom?’  HaShem 
answered, ‘through Yitzchak.’ 

Avraham said, ‘As much as I had it in my mind to 
respond to your Command (to sacrifice Yitzchak) 
with this contradiction, ‘Yesterday You told me 
that through Yitzchak would your seed be called, 

and now You command me to sacrifice him as a 
Burnt Offering! Yet I held myself back from 
protesting in that manner, in that same manner I 
ask of you that when my descendants sin before 
you, and because of that face trouble, You should 
remember the Binding of Yitzchak, and You should 
imagine his ashes in a mound on the altar, and 
You should forgive them, and redeem them from 
their trouble.’ 

The Holy One, Blessed is He, responded, ‘You 
have said your piece; I will now say mine: Your 
descendants will sin before Me, and I will judge 
them on Rosh HaShanah.  If they wish to find 
merit, such that I should remember for them 
‘Akeidas Yitzchak,’ let them blow on the horn of 
this creature.’ Avraham asked, ‘the horn of which 
creature?’  Hashem answered, ‘look behind you.’  
Immediately, we find, ‘And Avraham lifted his eyes 
and saw that there was a ram caught by its horns 
in a thicket.’  The Holy One, Blessed is He, 
continued, ‘They should blow on the ram’s horn, 
and I will save them and redeem them from their 
sins.’  And this is reminiscent of David’s praise, 
‘My Protector, the Horn (the Pride) of My 
Salvation, my Savior, and the One to Whom I 
flee’ (II Samuel 22:3)…” 

Our relationship with HaShem is to some extent irrational.  
“Love annuls common sense.”  He can make what appear 
to be irrational requests of us.  But then “Teshuvah,” 
Repentance, is also irrational.  To have our sins wiped 
away as if they never happened and even more, that they 
should be converted to acts of merit, is also irrational, in 
our favor. 

“Praiseworthy is the People who knows the Shofar 
blast; 

O HaShem, in the Light of Your Countenance will 
they go forward. 

In Your Name they will rejoice all day long, 

And through Your Righteousness they will be 
exalted. 

For You are the splendor of their power, 

And through Your Will shall our pride be exalted.” 

(Tehillim 89:16-18) 

(Machzor L’Rosh HaShanah, after the initial 
blowing of the Shofar) 

“Akeidas Yitzchak” – an Understanding and an Epilogue  

L’Iluy Nishmas beni, Aharon Baruch Mordechai  

ben Pinchas Menachem 


