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 .......... 5:57 p.m. 

Mincha ..................... 6:05 p.m. 

Sh’kiah ..................... 6:15 p.m.


Daf Yomi .................. 8:00 a.m. 

Shacharis ................. 8:45 a.m. 

Sof Zman K’Shma ... 9:55 a.m. 

Halacha shiur ........... 5:05 p.m. 

Mincha ..................... 5:50 p.m. 

Ma’ariv ..................... 6:55 p.m. 

Shabbos ends .......... 7:03 p.m. 

 

Weekday Schedule 
October 17 - 22 

Rabbi Gottlieb’s Gemara Shiur 
   Zoom #721 128 697 

Sunday  ....................... 8:30 a.m. 

Rabbi Gottlieb’s Daf Yomi  
   Zoom #266 109 506 

Sun - Fri ...................... 7:00 a.m. 

Rabbi Fein’s Daf Yomi 

Sunday ........................ 6:25 a.m. 
Monday - Fri. .............. 5:25 a.m. 

Shacharis 
   Zoom #790 613 352 

Sunday..................... 7:45 a.m. 

Mon, Th........... 6:20, 7:45 a.m. 

Tue, Wed, Fri. . 6:25, 7:45 a.m

 
Mincha-Ma’ariv 

   Zoom #790 613 352   

Sunday - Thurs. ....... 5:55 p.m. 


Candle lighting ............ 5:46 p.m. 

Mincha ........................ 5:55 p.m. 

 

 B A I S  T O R A H  B U L L E T I N  

October 15, 2021 


 

Please join us on Shabbos afternoon at 5:05 p.m. for Rabbi Gottlieb’s Halacha Shiur 
on “Lace-top Sheitels, The Grand Finale.”   

The Wednesday night Navi shiur given by Rabbi Gottlieb is postponed this coming 
week and will resume the following week. 

Rabbi Gottlieb's Daf Yomi shiurim are streamed live on Zoom every morning and 
are also available on our website, www.baistorah.org. To dedicate a shiur, kiddush or 
seudat shlishit in memory or in honor of a loved one, please contact Jack Gross.  

This week’s Shalosh Seudos is being sponsored by Gil Backenroth in honor of his 
70th birthday. Thank you to Nechemiah and Pessi Zyskind, sponsors of Ner LaMaor 
for the month of Cheshvan leiluy nishmos Tzvi Ben Yehoshua and Shoshana Reizal 
Bas Yekutial Yehuda; and to Jack and Judy Gross who co-sponsored Cheshvan 
leiluy nishmas Chana bas R' Avraham Pesach Storch. Judy also sponsored 
Wednesday’s shiurim in commemoration of her mother’s first yahrzeit. Next week’s 
learning is being dedicated by Sandy Lieder in memory of her grandfather, Rephael 
ben Naftoli Klein.  

Coming up: The Birthday, Anniversary and Simcha Kiddush, celebrating our 
members’ and friends’ special occasions in the months of September, October, 
November and December. The kiddush will take place on Parshas Chayei Sorah, 
October 30th. Please contact our shul secretary at baistorah@gmail.com or Sandy 
Lieder at eiyintova@gmail.com to participate. The cost is $18 per name and the 
deadline for inclusion is Monday, October 25th. 

The campaign to fund the Sunday tzedaka appeal has restarted. For over 50 
years, we have had the zechus of distributing nearly a million dollars in much-needed 
tzedaka to deserving individuals and institutions. Please send in your yearly 
contribution or make your pledge to Rivki at baistorah@gmail.com or to Ronnie 
Herrmann at DrRonHerrmann@gmail.com. 

The popular TCN Network shiurim can once again be viewed in our Simcha Room. 
Rabbi Mansour’s shiur begins on Thursday at 7:45 p.m., and Rabbi Frand’s shiur 
begins at 9:00 p.m. On Motzoei Shabbos, Rabbi Reisman’s Navi shiur begins at  
9:00 p.m. Please join us. 

Jonathan and Chavy Rosenstock on the birth of a granddaughter, born to their 
children Yehuda Yeeshai and Esther Menucha Rosenstock. 

Nachum and Miriam Rosenberg on the marriage of their daughter Leah to Gavriel 
Rothstein. Mazal Tov also to Ed and Ruth Levi.  

In Search of Abraham 
by Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 

(continued on next page) 

In 2002, New York Times bestselling author Bruce Feiler published a 
book with the intriguingly simple title, “Abraham.” In the work, a sequel 
to his earlier, “Walking the Bible,” Feiler sets out in search of Abraham, 
the father of all three of the world’s major religions.  

https://zoom.us/j/790613352
https://zoom.us/j/790613352
mailto:DrRonHerrmann@gmail.com.
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Refuah Shelaima 

Yossi Stern   ציון בן מלכה פראדל -יוסף בן  
      Visitors please call first 
            845-352-5138 

Gordons’ daughter-in-law 
 שולמית בת מירל

Katie Tannenbaum’s grandson 
משה בן דבורה טובה יהונתן              

Rosalie Kallner 
 שיינה רחל בת שרה  הודל           

Larry Seligson’s son 
 רפאל אפרים בן סימא פריעדל         

Ruth Malinowitz            רבקה בת פריידא

Andy Yurowitz               אליהו זבי בן חנה 

Goldress grandson  
 אילן רפאל בן טובה רבקה

Bikur Cholim 
Please call  

Rosalie Kallner, Fountainview  

356-2506 
 

How to Reach Us  

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb  
(845) 357-3913 

Daytime emergency (845) 362-8362 

rabbigottlieb@gmail.com  

Jack Gross, President  
(646) 450-7616;  

jack2act@gmail.com  

Michael Kronenberg, Treasurer  
mkron1950@gmail.com  

Rivki Faivelson, Shul Secretary  
(845) 352-1343 M-Th, 9:00-1:00 

baistorah@gmail.com  

Simcha Room Reservations 
Kiddushim  
Jack Gross (646) 450-7616  

Shalosh Seudos Reservations  
Jack Gross (845) 659-6590  

Bikur Cholim  
Sharon Kronenberg, (914) 261-5654 

Sandy Lieder, (845) 304-8884  

Friday Night Mikva 

(845) 425-6101  

Shul Bulletin 

baistorahbulletin@gmail.com 

Feiler’s work is a fascinating journey through Jerusalem and its environs where 
he converses with religious leaders of all three faiths, each sharing a unique per-
spective on and claim to Abraham as their patriarch. Feiler notes that Abraham is 
perhaps the single most consequential human to have his story recorded and 
retold, for much of the rest of human history is shaped by his personal journey.  

The author accurately assesses Avraham’s great contribution to world history in 
being the first to develop and promulgate the concept of monotheism.  However, 
Mr. Feiler sells our forefather short in mistakenly limiting Avraham’s teaching’s 
significance only to the realm of religion. It is no exaggeration to say that civiliza-
tion itself was conceived, nurtured, and carried to term in Avraham Avinu’s con-
cept of G-d. 

The world of polytheism is a world of chaos with powerful forces vying against 
one another for control, and man subject to their capricious whims. Man does not 
live a life of order and structure in a chaotic universe. Man does not find personal 
meaning in a world devoid of meaning. A people spending its time trying to ap-
pease a cacophony of angry, vindictive gods will not build the institutions and 
structures of civilization.  

Against that tumultuous backdrop, Avraham Avinu introduced the world to a sin-
gle G-d, a Single, Unifying Force that created and runs the universe. Instead of 
randomness and chaos, Avraham showed people a world that is deliberate, 
planned, sensible, and orderly. In doing so, he laid the framework for the dawn of 
western civilization.  

That is what the Torah means when it refers to Avraham as av hamon goyim, 
“the father of a multitude of nations.” He is not merely the genetic father of the 
Jewish people, nor is he simply the intellectual progenitor of the world’s major 
religions. Rather, he is the father of the family of nations, of a world of order, 
structure and meaning.  

Consider for a moment what the human race might look like had Avraham never 
existed and never introduced it to his one, single G-d. What did the pagan world 
contribute to intellectual advancement, to art, or to technology? What would they 
contribute if the only goal is to avoid death in a life without meaning?  

Avraham’s greatest contribution was to find meaning in life, and to share that 
meaning with others. To live life with meaning is to live with inspiration, hope, 
and the urge to contribute to something greater than oneself. The belief that one 
lives beyond his limited years on this earth drives a person to build for a future 
that he may not physically live to see.  

Avraham is one of the great religious figures of history, but he is far more than a 
religious guru. In Ur Kasdim, in the cradle of civilization Avraham planted the 
seeds and tilled the soil to make civilization thrive and grow. But Avraham did not 
only give civilization roots, he gave it wings, carrying his ideas and vision with 
him as he traveled, and spreading the seeds of a civilized world everywhere he 
went. 

Our modern world is the world of Abraham. Had Mr. Feiler realized that, he 
would not have needed to travel to Jerusalem in search of Abraham, for Abra-
ham can be found everywhere around us. 

Good Shabbos. 

In Search of Abraham    (continued from previous page) 
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by Pinchas Frankel  

Parshas Lech Lecha begins with the 
command of HaShem to Avram, “Go for 
your own benefit from your land, and from 
your birthplace, and from your father’s 
house, to the Land that I will show 
you.” (Bereshis 12:1)  Now this verse 

already requires some explanation.  For the origin of 
Avram’s journey would indeed not be his birthplace, Ur 
Kasdim, but rather Charan, as the Chumash informs 
us, “And Avram went as HaShem had commanded 
him, and Lot went with him, and Avram was seventy 
five years old when he left Charan.” (Bereshis 12:4) 

Every child knows the Midrash that Avram smashed all 
the idols except the largest in Terach’s store, and 
placed the ax in the hands of the only idol left standing.  
When Terach returned to the store, Avram said, 
“Father, I cannot tell a lie; it was this idol who did the 
damage.”  The Midrash doesn’t tell us whether Avram’s 
sarcastic words made any positive impression on his 
father, but we do know that Terach, in his rage, 
reported Avram to Nimrod as a heretic, for his 
demonstration of contempt for the King’s culture of 
idolatry. 

Terach then observed the miraculous survival of his 
son when he was thrown into Nimrod’s furnace, due to 
his steadfast belief in a single, omnipotent, albeit 
invisible G-d.  As well as the death of his son Haran, in 
the same furnace, because his belief was weak, and he 
just wanted to be “on the winning side.” 

It is clear that these observations made a deep 
impression on Terach.  For he was the one who 
initiated the journey to the Land of Canaan, as is 
reported at the end of Parshas Noach, “And Terach 
took his son Avram, and Lot the son of Haran, his 
grandson, and his daughter-in-law, Sarai, the wife of 
his son, Avram, and together they left Ur Kasdim to go 
to the Land of Canaan; but when they reached Charan, 
they stayed there.” (Bereshis 11:31)  And in fact, 
Terach never resumed his journey, as we see from the 
final passuk in Parshas Noach, “The days of Terach 
were two hundred and five years, and Terach died in 
Charan.” (Bereshis 11:32)  Apparently, Terach saw a 

glimmer, had a sense of the holiness, emanating from 
the Land of Canaan.  Why he stopped in Charan is 
unknown.  Also, why he did not resume and complete 
his journey, remains a mystery. 

The Gematria of the name “Terach” is 608.  This 
number is close to 613, but one might have shrugged 
and said, “Close, but no cigar!”  Except that Avram had 
a letter added to his name, so that he would be called, 
“The Father of a multitude of nations” (Bereshis 14:5); 
the letter “Heh,” the Gematria of which is five, the 
number that “Terach” lacked.  Perhaps this can be seen 
as a gift from father to son.   

The Midrashim are united in their assessments of 
Terach’s latter years.  “Terach repented,” states the 
Midrash Tanchuma in Shemos 18.  Bereshis Rabbah 
declares, “Terach has a share in the World-to-
Come” (38:12).  And, most tellingly, we find in Midrash 
HaGadol (Bereshis 11:27), “Terach decided to choose 
the Land of Israel even before the Jewish People were 
commanded regarding it.” 

There is a slight resemblance in the story of Terach’s 
interrupted journey followed by Avraham’s full embrace 
of Eretz Yisrael to the desire of David HaMelech to build 
the Beis HaMikdash, for he sensed the absurdity and 
expressed it in words to Nathan the Prophet, “…See 
now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the Ark of the L-rd 
dwells within a curtain!” (Shmuel Beis 7:2).  And 
HaShem rewarded him for his noble thought with the 
promise of an eternal dynasty, but says of Shlomo, 
David’s son, “He will build the house for My Name, and I 
will make firm the throne of his kingdom 
forever.” (Shmuel Beis 7:13) 

However, there is a crucial difference.  David HaMelech 
inspired and taught Shlomo, his son.  Whereas, 
Avraham Avinu was the iconoclast, the breaker of idols, 
who recognized his Creator at the age of three.  In a 
very unlikely, indeed miraculous manner, he inspired 
and taught his father, as well as the rest of humanity. 

The Spiritual Journey of Terach, Father of the “Avos” 

L’Iluy Nishmas beni, Aharon Baruch Mordechai  

ben Pinchas Menachem 


