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 B A I S  T O R A H  B U L L E T I N  

 Welcome Frisch Friends of Aron Hendler  
attending the Frisch Tisch at the Hendler home. Mazal tov on completing 9th grade. 

This Shabbos morning, Hashkama Minyan begins at 7:30 a.m. It will be followed by a 
Season Finale kiddush sponsored by Yosef Hendler, Rocky Cohen and Moshe Lehmann.  

On Shabbos afternoon, Rabbi Gottlieb’s Pirkei Avos shiur will be given in shul at 6:30 p.m. 
It will be followed by the Rav’s Halacha Shiur at 7:20 p.m. on the topic of “Society's 
Gender Fluidity: Halachic Perspectives on Surgery.”  All are invited to attend. 

Rabbi Gottlieb will be giving his Wednesday evening Navi Shiur on Shmuel in the shul 
library at 7:25 p.m. It will be simultaneously streamed on Zoom, ID #590 354 028, 
passcode Bais, and recorded for playback from www.baistorah.org. Please watch this 
space to keep apprised of changing start times for the shiur.  

Bais Torah is pleased to be able to stream Torah Conferencing Network’s shiurim in 
our Simcha Room. Rabbi Frand’s shiur is streamed Thursday evenings at 9:00 p.m.  

Rabbi Gottlieb's Daf Yomi shiurim are given in shul before the second Shacharis, 
streamed on Zoom and available on our website, www.baistorah.org. To sponsor a 
shiur, kiddush or shalosh seudos in memory of a loved one or for any other occasion, 
please contact Jack Gross.  

Thank you to Mr. and Mrs. Nechemia Zyskind, who are sponsoring this week’s main 
minyan kiddush and shalosh seudos in memory of Nechemia’s father, Avigdor ben 
Moshe. In addition, David Abramczik is sponsoring shalosh seudos on the anniversary 
of his marriage to Regina; and David Lehmann is sponsoring the Shabbos daf yomi in 
memory of his grandfather, Hechover Dovid ben Hechover Yosef Yitzchak Aryeh HaLevi.  

 

 ..... 7:20 p.m. 

 ... 8:11 p.m. 

Mincha ..................... 7:00 p.m. 

Sh’kiah ..................... 8:29 p.m. 

   
    

Daf Yomi .................. 8:00 a.m. 

Shacharis ................. 8:45 a.m. 

Sof Zman K’Shma ... 9:09 a.m. 

Pirkei Avos Shiur ..... 6:30 p.m.  

Halacha Shiur .......... 7:20 p.m. 

Mincha  ...................  8:05 p.m. 

Ma’ariv ..................... 9:11 p.m. 

Shabbos Ends ......... 9:19 p.m. 

Weekday Schedule 
June 13 - June 18 

Rabbi’s Gemara Shiur 
   Zoom #721 128 697  
Sunday..................... 8:45 a.m.  

Rabbi’s Daf Yomi 
   Zoom #266 109 506 

Sunday – Friday ...... 7:00 a.m. 

Shacharis  

   Zoom #790 613 352 

Sunday ........................ 7:45 a.m. 

Monday, Thurs .. 6:20, 7:45 a.m. 

Tues, Wed, Fri ... 6:25, 7:45 a.m. 

Mincha-Ma’ariv 

   Zoom #790 613 352 

Sun - Thurs .............. 8:20 p.m.  

    
Early candle lighting ... 7:20 p.m. 

 ... 8:13 p.m. 

Mincha ..................... 7:00 p.m. 

In his 1954 classic, Lord of the Flies, William Golding tells the story of a 
group of boys marooned on an island. The uneasy peace among the 
shipwrecked friends is shattered when one of them fails to maintain their 
signal fire, causing a passing ship to miss them, and the entire group to 
remain further stranded on the Island. It is then that all chaos breaks 

(continued on next page) 

Korach and Crocodiles 
by Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 

Nachum and Miriam Rosenberg on the engagement of their daughter, Leah, to Gavriel 
Rothstein.  

Aron and Susan Schiller on the birth of a great-grandson, Amram Yehudah, born to 
Yisroel and Shayna Apfel. Mazel Tov to grandparents Rabbi Howie and Naomi Apfel. 

Max and Beverly Rubinstein on marriage of their grandson, Leo Rubin, to Julia Blinder 
of Englewood. Mazel tov to the parents, Howard and Lisa Rubin. 

Irwin and Leslie Goldress on the bar mitzvah of their grandson, Eitan Pesach Goldress, 
son of Gadi and Shira Goldress of West Hempstead, New York.  

Miriam Schiffer on the petirah of her son.  

https://zoom.us/j/790613352
https://zoom.us/j/790613352
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Refuah Shelaima 

Gordons’ daughter-in-law 
 שולמית בת מירל

Katie Tannenbaum’s grandson 
משה בן דבורה טובה יהונתן              

Rosalie Kallner 
 שיינה רחל בת שרה  הודל           

Larry Seligson’s son 
 רפאל אפרים בן סימא פריעדל         

Ruth Malinowitz            רבקה בת פריידא
                    

Andy Yurowitz            אליהו זבי בן חנה
   

Goldress grandson  
 אילן רפאל בן טובה רבקה

Bikur Cholim 
Please call  

Rosalie Kallner, Fountainview  

356-2506 

How to Reach Us  

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb  
Click here to call Rabbi Gottlieb 

(845) 357-3913 

Click here for Daytime emergency 

(845) 362-8362 

 Click here to email Rabbi Gottlieb  

Jack Gross, President  
Click here to call Jack Gross  

(646) 450-7616 

Click here to email Jack Gross  

Michael Kronenberg, Treasurer  
Click here to email M. Kronenberg 

Rivki Faivelson, Shul Secretary  
(845) 352-1343 M-Th, 9:00-1:00 

Click here to email the shul office  

 

Simcha Room Reservations 

and Sponsorships 

Click here to call Jack Gross 
(646) 450-7616 
Click here to email Jack Gross  

Bikur Cholim  
Click here to call Sharon 
(914) 261-5654 

Click here to call Sandy 
(845) 304 8884 

Shul Bulletin 
Click here to send an email to the shul 

bulletin 

loose. 

Korach is the Lord of the Flies moment of the Jewish People in the desert. A fragile 
band of escaped slaves finds themselves stranded in the desert. One emerges as 
the leader, providing food, water, and shelter in the hostile environment. Jealousies, 
rivalries, and egos remain suppressed beneath the surface, as long as everyone 
thinks they’re getting out of there soon. Once it becomes apparent that they, much 
like Golding’s boys, are there for the long-run, those underlying tensions boil to the 
surface.  

Korach, himself, is the classic rabble-rouser and demagogue. He plays on the fears 
and suspicions of the masses, espousing conspiracy theories and undermining the 
people’s faith in their leadership, only to advance himself politically. His revolt is held 
up as the model in the Mishna in Avos of a debate not for the sake of Heaven.  

That Mishna contrasts the timeless, noble disputes between Hillel and Shammai with 
the ignoble insurrection of Korach and his followers. In a curious choice of phrasing, 
the Mishna describes the rebellion not as a dispute between Korach and Moshe, but 
between Korach and his followers. In part, the description reflects that it takes two 
parties to engage in a fight, but Moshe never picks up the gauntlet thrown down by 
Korach.  Moshe seeks peace, not fighting. The only parties to this dispute are Korach 
and his followers.  

But, the Mishna also reveals something about the nature of unhappy mobs and the 
danger of tapping into their rage. Once unleashed, the anger of the masses is 
difficult to control and hard to hold back. Korach, like all ambitious politicians who 
ride the wave of populist anger, will soon learn that each member of their mob has a 
unique complaint and an individual gripe. Today, they will find common ground with 
you because you are both outsiders, victims of society's elite, ruling class. But, 
tomorrow, you will be that insider, and they will still be on the outside. Then, the fire 
of their anger will burn against you and take you down as well.  

The Mishna in its brilliant subtlety is reminding us that there was no true unity of 
consensus among the Korach mob. They were not united by what they stood for, but 
what they rallied against. There existed a genuine divide between Korach and his 
followers, one that would become readily apparent were Korach to succeed in his 
endeavor. Today it was Moshe’s turn to be cancelled. Tomorrow, the same people 
who joined Korach in cancelling Moshe would just as readily cancel Korach as well.  

Winston Churchill is reported to have remarked that “an appeaser is one who feeds a 
crocodile, hoping it will eat him last.” Korach fed the crocodiles, playing into the mob 
mentality and hoping that he would be the last man standing. It did not turn out so 
well for him. 

Our political system rewards Korachs, not by design but by default. The shortest 
route to advancement is stoking popular anger and riding the rage into power. On 
both the right and the left, public figures rouse and feed the crocodiles hoping that 
they will be eaten last.  

They may or may not be saved for the end, but those crocodiles tend to consume 
civil society itself along the way. We would do well to take heed of Korach and his 
followers.  

Good Shabbos. 

  

Korach and Crocodiles   (continued from previous page) 

Wednesday evening at 7:25 p.m. 

Now live in shul and on Zoom ID #590-354-028, 

passcode Bais. Join us! 
Now live in person each week  

tel://8453573913/
tel://8453628362/
mailto:rabbigottlieb@gmail.com
tel://6464507616/
mailto:jack2act@gmail.com
mailto:mkron1950@gmail.com
mailto:baistorah@gmail.com
tel://6464507616/
mailto:jack2act@gmail.com
tel://9142615654/
tel://8453048884/
mailto:baistorahbulletin@gmail.com
mailto:baistorahbulletin@gmail.com
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by Pinchas Frankel  

At the beginning of the prophecy of Amos, we 
find six pronouncements regarding various 
nations of the world, before he turns towards 
Yehuda and Yisrael with similar 
pronouncements.  The nations of the world 
are Damesek, Azza, Tzor, Edom, Bnai Amon 

and Moav. 

In connection with Edom, we find “Thus said HaShem, 
‘For three transgressions of Edom I have looked away, 
but for four, I will not pardon them – for their pursuing their 
brother with the sword, and suppressing their mercy, their 
anger has slaughtered incessantly, and they have kept 
their fury forever.  I will send fire into Teman and it shall 
consume the palaces of Bozrah.’ ” (Amos 1:11-12) 

And the prophet is no less severe when it comes to 
Yehuda and Yisrael, which shows, if nothing else, that G-
d plays fair.  For “Thus said HaShem, ‘For three 
transgressions of Yehuda I have looked away, but for four 
I will not pardon them – for their despising the Torah of 
Heaven and not observing its statutes; and they believed 
the falsehoods with which their fathers had corrupted 
them.  I will send fire into Yehuda, and it shall consume 
the palaces of Yerushalayim.’ ”  (Amos 2:4-5) 

And “Thus said HaShem, ‘For three transgressions of 
Israel, I have looked away, but for four, I will not pardon 
them – for their selling a righteous man for money, and a 
poor man for a pair of shoes…a man and his father go to 
a maiden in order to desecrate My Holy Name…  Yet I 
destroyed the Emori from before them – the Emori whose 
height was like the height of cedar trees and who were 
mighty as oaks – and I destroyed his fruit from above and 
his roots from below… Behold, I will encumber you in your 
place, just as a wagon full of sheaves is encumbered…He 
who holds the bow will not stand; the swift of foot will not 
save himself; the rider of the horse will not save his soul; 
and the bold-hearted among the mighty will flee naked on 
that day – the word of HaShem.’ ” (Amos 2:6-10, 13, 15-16) 

In Parashas Korach, when Moshe is accused by the 
Assembly of Korach with the crime of taking too much 
honor for his family by making Aharon, his brother, the 
“Kohen Gadol,” the High Priest; we find that Moshe’s 
response is, “And Moshe heard, and he fell upon his 
face.” (BaMidbar 16:1)  And Rashi, quoting Midrash 
Tanchuma, comments, in a manner reminiscent of the 
Amos citation, “(The reason for Moshe’s response is that) 
there was a rebellion.  For this was already on their record, 
as a fourth major deviation from G-dly behavior:  They 
sinned by worshipping the Golden Calf, “And Moshe 
pleaded for them.” (Shemos 32:11)  They sinned again by 
showing ingratitude to HaShem and being “Complainers” 
about the supposedly pleasant conditions in Egypt 
(BaMidbar 11:2), and in connection with the “Meraglim,” 
where we find, “And Moshe said to HaShem, ‘When Egypt 
hears…’ ” (BaMidbar 14:13).  At the time of the dispute 
with Korach, Moshe’s hands became weak.  There is a 
parable in the story of a prince who sinned against his 
father.  On the first, second and third occasions, one of the 
king’s close friends spoke up in favor of the prince. On the 
fourth occasion, his hands ‘became weak,’ for he said, 
‘How many times can I bother the king?  Maybe he will not 
accept another intervention from me!’ ”  

HaShem acceded to Moshe’s prayer.  We pray that 
HaShem will forgive the transgressions we have made.  
Before we begin the “Shemoneh Esray” each morning, we 
say the following introductory prayer:  

 Rock of Yisrael, Arise to the Defense of Yisrael, and 
Redeem, according to Your Word,  Yehuda and  Yisrael  

Our Redeemer, the L-rd of Hosts is His Name, the 
Holy One of Yisrael. 

Blessed are You, Redeemer of Yisrael. 

 

The Limits of Patience – Divine and Human  

רּוְך רֹוֵפא חֹוִלים  בָּ

May it be Your will, Hashem my G-d, 

that this activity will bring healing to 

me, for You are the free Healer. 

Our Sages instituted a prayer to be said whenever we take medicine, engage in a medical  

procedure or receive a vaccine, in order to remind us that ultimately Hashem is our Healer.  

 Blessed is the Healer of those who are ill.  

ֶניָך ה' ֱאֹלַקי ֶשְיֵהא ֵעֶסק  צֹון ִמְלפָּ ְיִהי רָּ
ה. ֶזה ם ַאתָּ ה ִכי רֹוֵפא ִחנָּ ִלי ִלְרפּואָּ  

L’Iluy Nishmas beni, Aharon Baruch Mordechai  

ben Pinchas Menachem 


