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 .... 7:20 p.m. 

 7:42 p.m. 

Mincha ..................... 7:00 p.m. 

Sh’kiah ..................... 8:00 p.m. 

   
    

Daf Yomi .................. 8:00 a.m. 

Shacharis ................. 8:45 a.m. 

Sof Zman K’Shma ... 9:19 a.m. 

The molad is Tuesday, 31 minutes 
and 7 chalakim after 8 p.m.  

Pirkei Avos Shiur ..... 6:55 p.m.  

Mincha  ...................  7:40 p.m. 

Shalosh Seudos in tent 

Ma’ariv ..................... 8:43 p.m. 

Shabbos Ends ......... 8:51 p.m. 

Zoom ID 590-354-028 

Halacha Shiur .......... 9:20 p.m. 

Weekday Schedule 
May 9 - May 14 

Rabbi’s Gemara Shiur 
   Zoom #721 128 697  
Sunday..................... 8:45 a.m.  

Rabbi’s Daf Yomi 
   Zoom #266 109 506 

Sunday to Tues. ...... 7:00 a.m. 

Wednesday  ....... 6:50 a.m. 

Thursday and Fri ..... 7:00 a.m. 

Shacharis  

   Zoom #790 613 352 

Sunday..................... 7:45 a.m. 

Mon and Th. ... 6:20, 7:45 a.m. 

Tues. and Fri .... 6:25, 7:45 a.m. 

Wed.   .......... 6:10, 7:35 a.m. 

Mincha-Ma’ariv 

   Zoom #790 613 352 

Sunday - Thurs ........ 7:50 p.m.  

    
Early candle lighting ... 7:20 p.m. 

 ... 7:49 p.m. 

Mincha ..................... 7:00 p.m. 

May 7, 2021                                                                                                                   

        

 Aufruf of Dovid Rubin   

One of the beautiful qualities shared by both Hebrew and Yiddish is the 
biblical origin of many of their colloquialisms. Both languages are 
peppered with expressions that evoke Torah concepts and ideas. One of 
those fabulous statements, used to express surprise at incongruity, 

(continued on next page) 

At the Finish Line 
by Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 

 B A I S  T O R A H  B U L L E T I N  

Rabbi Gottlieb will give his Pirkei Avos shiur on Shabbos before Mincha, at 6:55 p.m. 
On Motzoei Shabbos, the Rav’s Halacha Shiur will be given on the topic of 
“Jerusalem United: Some Surprising Halachos Regarding the Holy City.” The 
shiur begins at 9:20 p.m. at Zoom ID 590-354-028, passcode Bais.  

New Time: Rabbi Gottlieb’s Wednesday evening Navi Shiur on Shmuel will start at 
7:00 p.m. The Zoom ID is 590-354-028 and the passcode is Bais.  

New Time: Please note the new start time for Bais Torah’s early weekday 
Shacharis. On Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays, davening now begins at 6:25 a.m. 

On Monday, May 10th at 8:30 p.m., Bais Torah will be co-sponsoring a Yom 
Yerushalayim lecture. Rabbi Dr. Chesky Gewirtz will speak on “Celebrating 
Yerushalayim: Eternally Grateful and Yearning for More.” The event will be on Zoom, 
ID #834 9190 7786, Passcode 825348. The dial-in number is (646) 558-8656. Rabbi 
Dr. Gewirtz grew up in Monsey as a member of Community Synagogue and is the 
Clinical Director of the Child and Adolescent Psychology Clinic at Queens Hospital Center.  

The Torah Conferencing Network will stream Rabbi Reisman’s Navi shiur in our 
Simcha Room this Motzoei Shabbos at 10:30 p.m. Rabbi Mansour’s shiur is 
streamed on Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. and Rabbi Frand’s shiur begins at  
9:00 p.m. Masks and social distance seating required.   

This week’s kiddush is sponsored by the Rubins in honor of their son, Dovid’s 
aufruf. Shalosh seudos is sponsored by Pinchas and Miriam Frankel, Shimon and 
Ayala Frankel, and Bryan and Shira Kinzbrunner in honor of Pinchas's birthday and 
as a Seudas Hoda'ah for his recovery from Covid-19. Shiurim on Monday and 
Tuesday were sponsored by Shira Steinberg in memory of her husband, Aharon 
Simcha ben Yehuda. Friday’s shiurim are dedicated by Yehudis Rohinsky in memory 
of her grandfather, Yehoshua ben Chaim Shalom HaCohen.  

Rabbi Yisroel and Amy Gottlieb on the birth of a grandson, born to Zevy and Mindy 
Spilman. Mazel tov to grandmother, Leah Spilman, and great-grandparents Carol 
Ginsberg and Fred and Esther Gottlieb. 

Shaul and Ricki Rubin on the aufruf of their son, Dovid.  

Moe and Bayla Tilson on the bas mitzvah of their granddaughter, Leora Brandsdorfer. 
Mazel tov, Jeff and Aviva Geigel.  

Michael and Leni Loebenstein on the bar mitzvah last Shabbos of their great-grandson, 
Aryeh Stern. The parents are Avi and Mazal Stern of Flushing; the grandparents are 
Larry and Chavi Stern of Woodmere.  

Teddy and Malkie Katzenstein on the wedding of their daughter, Sarah Gila, to Avrami 
Brodt. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/790613352
https://zoom.us/j/790613352
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stems from Rashi in this week’s parsha, “mah inyan shemitta eitzel har Sinai,” “what 
is the relevance of the mitzvah of shemitta to har Sinai? 

The possuk details that G-d had instructed Moshe about the laws of shemitta at har 
Sinai, prompting Rashi to question the relevance of shemitta to Sinai. Why do we 
care where this particular body of law was taught? As is his wont, Rashi resolves the 
question, explaining that the Torah seeks to emphasize that just as the laws of 
shemitta were given at Sinai, so were the remaining laws we have read given at 
Sinai as well. As is commonly the case, Rashi’s seemingly simple answer is not so 
simple upon further scrutiny, many later commentators wondering why shemitta is 
specifically chosen to convey this idea.  

I might suggest that the significance of shemitta is not in the details of the mitzvah, 
but in the timing of the instruction. Two observations on the chronology of events in 
the Torah will help clarify. 

First, let us recall that in parasha Yisro, the Bnei Yisroel arrive at the base of Har 
Sinai. They have been camped there ever since and will only break camp to travel 
onward in parashas Beha’aloscha. Second, recognize that when they do break camp 
in Beha’aloscha they are three days away from the land of Canaan and are headed 
straight there before one fiasco after another derails them for forty years. If not for 
the disasters that make up the bulk of the book of Bamidbar, the Chumash itself 
would basically end with Beha’aloscha, relegating the remaining portions to the 
realm of the oral law.  

Essentially then, the Torah here is wrapping up the final instructions for the people 
as they prepare to journey into the land. That would explain the placement of the 
parsha of shemitta here at the end of Vayikra. The statement that begins the laws of 
shemitta, “when you will enter the land,” is not referring to some unspecified time in 
the distant future. Rather, it is talking to the people on the cusp of entering the land 
and offering them the final instruction in a long series of laws, an instruction that 
would soon be relevant when, if all would go right, they would soon enter the land.  

Seen from that perspective, the mitzvah of shemitta along with all of its attendant 
rules and laws, serves as the final bookend of an era, concluding the series of 
mitzvos given at Sinai. It is saved for last for that is where it belongs, an instruction to 
a people on the precipice of entering the land. The remaining mitzvos found in both 
Bamidbar and Devarim will be transmitted by G-d to Moshe in conversation in the 
Ohel Moed, as the Ramban explains in Bamidbar.  

The Torah begins the Parsha identifying the location at Sinai to remind us that we 
have not yet left Sinai. Everything we have read from parashas Yisro until now takes 
place at the foot of Sinai. It also serves to remind us just how close we were to the 
finish line in the wilderness experience. Behar and Bechukosai offer the final mitzvos 
and the final warnings to the people as though they were on the verge of entering the 
land. That is because they were, if only they could have remained steadfast in their 
faith and observance for just a little longer. 

The people let their guard down mere inches from the finish line. By doing so, they 
changed the course of history. That is a powerful lesson for we who stand today on 
the threshold of the finish line of history.  

Refuah Shelaima 

Gordons’ daughter-in-law 
 שולמית בת מירל

Katie Tannenbaum’s grandson 
משה בן דבורה טובה יהונתן              

Rosalie Kallner 
 שיינה רחל בת שרה  הודל           

Larry Seligson’s son 
 רפאל אפרים בן סימא פריעדל         

Ruth Malinowitz            רבקה בת פריידא
                    

Andy Yurowitz            אליהו זבי בן חנה
   

Goldress grandson  
 אילן רפאל בן טובה רבקה

 

Bikur Cholim 
Please call  

Rosalie Kallner, Fountainview  
356-2506 

How to Reach Us  

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb  
Click here to call Rabbi Gottlieb 

(845) 357-3913 

Click here for Daytime emergency 

(845) 362-8362 

 Click here to email Rabbi Gottlieb  

Jack Gross, President  
Click here to call Jack Gross  

(646) 450-7616 

Click here to email Jack Gross  

Michael Kronenberg, Treasurer  
Click here to email M. Kronenberg 

Rivki Faivelson, Shul Secretary  
(845) 352-1343 M-Th, 9:00-1:00 

Click here to email the shul office  

 

Simcha Room Reservations 
and Sponsorships 
Click here to call Jack Gross 
(646) 450-7616 
Click here to email Jack Gross  

Bikur Cholim  
Click here to call Sharon 
(914) 261-5654 

Click here to call Sandy 
(845) 304 8884 

Shul Bulletin 
Click here to send an email to the shul 

bulletin 

At the Finish Line  (continued from previous page) 

PLANNING A SIMCHA?  

     Rent Our Tent 
Take your event to the next level by reserving Bais Torah’s 

elegant and spacious tent. Contact Jack Gross for info. 

  

tel://8453573913/
tel://8453628362/
mailto:rabbigottlieb@gmail.com
tel://6464507616/
mailto:jack2act@gmail.com
mailto:mkron1950@gmail.com
mailto:baistorah@gmail.com
tel://6464507616/
mailto:jack2act@gmail.com
tel://9142615654/
tel://8453048884/
mailto:baistorahbulletin@gmail.com
mailto:baistorahbulletin@gmail.com
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