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Candle lighting .... 7:19 p.m. 

Mincha ................ 7:00 p.m. 

Sh’kiah ................ 7:37 p.m.




Daf Yomi ............. 8:00 a.m. 

Shacharis ............ 8:45 a.m. 

Sof Z. K’Shma ..... 9:35 a.m. 

Mincha  ..............  7:15 p.m. 

Ma’ariv ................ 8:19 p.m. 

Shabbos Ends ..... 8:27 p.m. 

Zoom ID 590-354-028 

Halacha Shiur ..... 8:55 p.m. 

Weekday Schedule 

April 18 - April 23 
 

Rabbi’s Gemara Shiur 
   Zoom #721 128 697  
Sunday .................... 8:45 a.m.  

Rabbi’s Daf Yomi 
   Zoom #266 109 506 

Sunday to Friday ..... 7:00 a.m. 

Shacharis  

   Zoom #790 613 352 

Sunday..................... 7:45 a.m. 

Mon and Th. ... 6:20, 7:45 a.m. 

Tues, Wed, Fr.. . 6:30, 7:45 a.m. 

Mincha-Ma’ariv 

   Zoom #790 613 352 

Sunday - Thurs ........ 7:25 p.m.  



Early candle lighting ... 7:20 p.m. 

 ... 7:27 p.m. 

Mincha ..................... 7:00 p.m. 

April 16, 2021                                                                                           


 

These are challenging weeks for the rationalists among us. Those more 
inclined to a mystical view of Judaism are perfectly at home and 
comfortable in parshios dealing with animal sacrifice and the obscure 
laws of purity and impurity. We may not grasp their significance, but we 

(continued on next page) 

A Rationalist in a Non-Rationalist World 
by Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 

 B A I S  T O R A H  B U L L E T I N  

Irving Rohinsky on the petirah of his sister, Ruth Lehrer . 

Please join us Motzoei Shabbos at 8:55 p.m. for Rabbi Gottlieb’s Halacha Shiur on 
the topic of “Non-Jews in The Jewish State: a Halachic Perspective.” The Zoom 
ID number is 590-354-028 and the passcode is Bais.  

Rabbi Gottlieb gives a Pirkei Avos shiur Wednesday evenings at 8:15 p.m. All are 
welcome to attend. The Zoom ID is 590-354-028 and the passcode is Bais.  

The Torah Conferencing Network will stream Rabbi Reisman’s shiurim in our 
Simcha Room this Motzoei Shabbos at 10:15 p.m. Rabbi Mansour’s shiur is 
streamed on Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. and Rabbi Frand’s shiur begins at 
9:00 p.m. Masks and social distance seating required.   

Rabbi Gottlieb's Daf Yomi shiurim are streamed on Zoom every morning and are 
also available on our website. Click here to e-mail Jack Gross for information on 
dedicating a Daf Yomi shiur or drasha commemorating a yahrzeit or other occasion. 

Tzeischem l’shalom to Michael Strum on his move to Englewood, New Jersey. We 
wish him the best of luck in his new home. 

Michael and Sharon Kronenberg on the birth of a great-granddaughter, born to Ilana 
and Moshe Spirn, children of David and Aviva Markowitz. Mazel tov also to Carl and 
Sara Markowitz and great-great-grandmother Pearl Kronenberg Shafier. 

Everyone is cordially invited to Bais Torah's 42nd Annual 
Siyum Mishnayos on Sunday evening, April 25th. This 
year, participants who are fully vaccinated or who have had 
Covid-19 have the option of joining the siyum in person in our 
tent. Those who do not qualify for that option or who are 
uncomfortable attending the live event can join via Zoom.  

This year’s guest speaker will be Rabbi Ezra Wiener, Associate Rabbi at Cong. 
Rinat Yisrael in Teaneck, and Judaic Studies Principal at Torah Academy of 
Bergen County. His topic will be “The Ascending Road from Pesach to Shavuos.”   

Please email the shul at baistorah@gmail.com or Sandy Lieder at 
eiyintova@gmail.com to make your reservation. Couvert is $36. The Siyum 
invitation and further information can be found on page 4. 

https://zoom.us/j/790613352
https://zoom.us/j/790613352
mailto:jack2act@gmail.com
mailto:baistorah@gmail.com?subject=Siyum%20Mishnayos
mailto:eiyintova@gmail.com?subject=Siyum%20Mishnayos
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can be confident that they have great cosmic impact.  

Those who view Torah and mitzvos through a rationalist lens will hold their breath 
over these weeks and wait for the Torah readings to pass. How does one reconcile 
the esoterica of ritual impurity associated with various animal carcasses, bodily 
lesions, and childbirth with a rationalist worldview? Two of the great rationalists of 
Jewish thought can guide us to an understanding. 

The Rambam offers a counterintuitive approach that recognizes the integral link 
between the laws of tumah and taharah and the mishkan. The placement of those 
laws in the book of Vayikra, the book dedicated to the laws related to the mishkan 
and mikdash, reflects the fact that their relevance is primarily applicable to the 
mikdash. Today, we do not concern ourselves with ritual impurity as we do not visit 
the mikdash. That was not the case when the temple still stood and people would be 
very aware of and careful about exposure to that which would render them impure 
and therefore ineligible to enter the mikdash. 

In that vein, the Rambam sees the detailed laws of purity as a component of the 
halacha of moreh mikdash, the obligation of awe and reverence for the temple. As 
Rambam explains, if you want to create an aura around a place or institution, limit 
access to it with detailed rules and regulations. Much like an exclusive club may 
restrict membership to only those of a certain class or caste, creating an aura of 
prestige, the mikdash restricts access through a complex series of rules of eligibility, 
fostering an air of exclusivity and sanctity around the temple.  

In Rambam’s ingenious approach, tumah is not inherently problematic. The rules of 
tumah are simply a means to foster awe and reverence for the mikdash in the minds 
of the people. By constantly weighing one’s eligibility to enter the mikdash and by 
that eligibility able to be revoked by the slightest event, the populace begins to view 
the mikdash as a special place worthy of veneration.  

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch also sees a link between the mikdash and the laws 
of ritual purity, but offers a perspective that diverges from that of Rambam. Rav 
Hirsch sees the laws of ritual purity as a means of achieving veneration not of the 
mikdash, but of the human being. As he explains, the constancy of vigilance that 
need be maintained in a realm where tumah and taharah are relevant for entry into 
the mikdash would necessitate that each and every individual continuously monitor 
his or her status.  

No one wants to be caught in a state of impurity and be ineligible to enter the 
mikdash at will. Therefore, everyone will maintain a level of vigilance that has them 
constantly asking the question: “Will what I am about to do interfere with my ability to 
enter the mikdash?” That question, at the forefront of everyone’s mind, shifts 
people’s actions and self-perception. A population that constantly has the mikdash 
on its mind will be a different people, a holy people dedicated to lofty goals and 
ideals. The ubiquity of the laws of ritual purity ensure that the minds of the people will 
never stray far from the mikdash.  

Both Rambam and Rav Hirsch view these otherwise mystifying laws through the lens 
of logic and reason. With these two great thinkers’ perspectives, even the rationalists 
among us can exhale as we imbibe the weekly parsha and consider how it applies in 
our daily lives.  

Refuah Shelaima 

Gordons’ daughter-in-law 
 שולמית בת מירל

Katie Tannenbaum’s grandson 
משה בן דבורה טובה יהונתן              

Rosalie Kallner 
 שיינה רחל בת שרה  הודל           

Larry Seligson’s son 
 רפאל אפרים בן סימא פריעדל         

Ruth Malinowitz            רבקה בת פריידא
                    

Andy Yurowitz            אליהו זבי בן חנה
   

Goldress grandson  
 אילן רפאל בן טובה רבקה

 

Bikur Cholim 
Please call  

Rosalie Kallner, Fountainview  
356-2506 

How to Reach Us  

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb  
Click here to call Rabbi Gottlieb 

(845) 357-3913 

Click here for Daytime emergency 

(845) 362-8362 

 Click here to email Rabbi Gottlieb  

Jack Gross, President  
Click here to call Jack Gross  

(646) 450-7616 

Click here to email Jack Gross  

Michael Kronenberg, Treasurer  
Click here to email M. Kronenberg 

Rivki Faivelson, Shul Secretary  
(845) 352-1343 M-Th, 9:00-1:00 

Click here to email the shul office  

 

Simcha Room Reservations 
and Sponsorships 
Click here to call Jack Gross 
(646) 450-7616 
Click here to email Jack Gross  

Bikur Cholim  
Click here to call Sharon 
(914) 261-5654 

Click here to call Sandy 
(845) 304 8884 

Shul Bulletin 
Click here to send an email to the shul 

bulletin 

A Rationalist in a Non-Rationalist World   (continued from previous page) 

PLANNING A SIMCHA?  

     Rent Our Tent 
Take your event to the next level by reserving Bais Torah’s 

elegant and spacious tent. Contact Jack Gross for info. 

  

tel://8453573913/
tel://8453628362/
mailto:rabbigottlieb@gmail.com
tel://6464507616/
mailto:jack2act@gmail.com
mailto:mkron1950@gmail.com
mailto:baistorah@gmail.com
tel://6464507616/
mailto:jack2act@gmail.com
tel://9142615654/
tel://8453048884/
mailto:baistorahbulletin@gmail.com
mailto:baistorahbulletin@gmail.com
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רּוְך רֹוֵפא חֹוִלים  בָּ

May it be Your will, Hashem my G-d, 

that this activity will bring healing to 

me, for You are the free Healer. 

Our Sages instituted a prayer to be said whenever we take medicine, engage in a medical  

procedure or receive a vaccine, in order to remind us that ultimately Hashem is our Healer.  

 Blessed is the Healer of those who are ill.  

ֶניָך ה' ֱאֹלַקי ֶשְיֵהא ֵעֶסק  צֹון ִמְלפָּ ְיִהי רָּ
ה. ֶזה ם ַאתָּ ה ִכי רֹוֵפא ִחנָּ ִלי ִלְרפּואָּ  

by Pinchas Frankel  

The two sections of the Torah that com-

prise this week’s Torah portion begin the 

discussion of spiritual impurity and purity, 

which lead with the passage of time to holi-

ness and the emulation of G-d as Creator, 

in our own lives.   

     Some twenty-five years ago, a book enti-

tled “Marriage” was written by Rabbi Zelig Pliskin and 

published by Mesorah Publications.  A noted Rabbi, psy-

chologist and prolific author, Rabbi Pliskin has been de-

scribed in a review in the following way: “Rare is the per-

son who can compete with Rav Zelig in a caring about 

others and showing how differences between people can 

be cause for love and mutual enrichment rather than 

strife and estrangement.” 

 I will quote several passages from this book in which 

he shows how people can lift themselves from the ordi-

nary to the extraordinary in the context of marriage. 

 Basic Torah Principles – “I witnessed a Torah scholar 

leave a Kiddush on Shabbos in what seemed to be a big 

hurry.  He started walking very quickly towards his home.  

A colleague of his casually asked him, ‘Why are you 

rushing on Shabbos?  On Shabbos we need to walk at a 

more leisurely pace.’  ‘I’m rushing for the sake of the 

Shechinah,’ he replied.  ‘My wife will be waiting for me.  

My not making her wait any longer than necessary helps 

bring the Shechinah into our home.’ ” 

 Another example, “I once attended a sheva brachos 

in the Toldos Aharon community in Meah Shaarim.  If 

you want to meet a group that is dedicated to following 

traditions and customs in their entirety, it is this group.  

As is the custom at sheva brachos, there were a few 

speakers.  The main speak was a Rabbi from their com-

munity who is a keynote speaker at events such as 

these.  I was curious to see what points he would  

L’Illui nishmas beni  

Aharon Baruch Mordechai ben Pinchas Menachem 

emphasize. 

 “This is what he said to the chosson and the men who 

were there: ‘A great Chassidic Rebbe said that one of the 

biggest segulos for a harmonious marriage is a broom.  

Yes, dear chosson, take the broom in your house, and do 

your part in keeping the house clean.  This is one of the 

best ways to have a happy marriage.” 

 Gratitude – Some people feel that they can only be 

grateful if the person they are married to meets all their 

wants, wishes and needs; only if the person is totally per-

fect can they be grateful.  But the Torah attitude is that we 

should be grateful for anything anyone has done for us.  

The Talmudic sage, Rabbi Chiya, was married to some-

one who constantly did things to cause him pain.  Never-

theless, out of gratitude for the positive things she did, 

such as bearing him a child, he would always be on the 

lookout for gifts he could bring to her. (Yevamos 63a)” 

 HaShem will send you messages, learn from them – 

“… I saw a sight that increased our positive feelings.  A 

pair of doves were walking together and stopping every 

few minutes to peck for food.  One would walk a little fast-

er than the other, and then the slower one would jump 

faster than usual to keep up with the pace of its mate.   

 “As I saw this, I interrupted our discussion to describe 
the scene, play by play. ‘And now they are going at the 
same speed.  And now the one on the right is going fast-
er.  And now the one on the left just caught up, and they 
are again matching each other’s pace.’ ” Hearing this de-
scription of apparent consideration of one bird for the oth-
er, my wife expressed delight in this description, reflecting 
my own happiness of our loving considerations for each 
other. 
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