BAIS TORAH BULLETIN




January 8, 2021


Candle lighting .... 4:27 p.m.
Mincha ................ 4:35 p.m.
Sh’kiah ................ 4:45 p.m.


Daf Yomi ............. 8:00 a.m.
Shacharis............ 8:45 a.m.
Sof Z’ K’Shma ..... 9:42 a.m.
Mincha .............. 4:25 p.m.
Ma’ariv ................ 5:28 p.m.
Shabbos Ends .... 5:36 p.m.

Choosing Sides
by Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
It is a critical moment in the life and development of the leader of Israel
who would one day guide them from oppression to freedom. He is raised
in royalty, an adopted member of the household of Pharaoh, but born of
another nation, a Hebrew child abandoned at three months in a
desperate attempt to spare his life.
(continued on next page)
Join Avos U’Banim Motzoei Shabbos at 6:45 p.m. in our multi-purpose room for
learning, pizza and prizes. To sponsor an upcoming date, please call Amy Gottlieb at
(845) 357-3913 or click here. This week's Avos U’Banim in being sponsored by an
anonymous donor.

The molad is Wednesday, 35 minutes
and 3 chalakim after 5 p.m.

Tune in to Rabbi Gottlieb’s Weekly Halacha Shiur on Motzoei Shabbos to hear
“Priority in Vaccination: A Halachic Approach.” The shiur begins at 6:05 p.m. on
Zoom, ID #590-354-028.

Zoom ID 590-354-028

We invite those who have not yet pledged to help “keep the lights on” to participate in
the special zechus of Ner L’Maor. A limited number of sponsorships are still
available; see page 3 to view the months that are still open. A hearfelt yasher koach
to those who have already contributed. 

Halacha Shiur ..... 6:05 p.m.
Weekday Schedule via Zoom
January 10 - January 15
Rabbi’s Gemara Shiur
Zoom #721 128 697

Sunday ................... 8:45 a.m.
Rabbi’s Daf Yomi
Zoom #266 109 506

Sun - Wed and Fri. .. 7:00 a.m.
Thursday ................. 6:50 a.m.
Shacharis
Zoom #790 613 352

Sunday .................... 7:45 a.m.
Monday ........... 6:20, 7:45 a.m.
Thurs.  ...... 6:10, 7:35 a.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday ................ 6:30, 7:45 a.m.
Mincha-Ma’ariv

Please join us every Wednesday night at 8:00 p.m. for a contemporary perspective on
historic events in the Navi. Rabbi Gottlieb’s shiur on “Insights into the Book of
Shmuel” is zoomed weekly at ID #590-354-028.
The Rav’s Navi shiurim and weekly halacha shiurim are now both archived on our
website; log on to your account at baistorah.org or click here. If you do not have an
account or want further information on how to become a member, please email the
Bais Torah office or click here.
Rabbi Gottlieb's Daf Yomi shiurim are streamed on Zoom every morning and are also
available on our website. Click here to e-mail Jack Gross for information on dedicating
shiurim or a drasha to commemorate a yahrzeit or other occasion. Thank you to the
following daf yomi sponsors: Max Rubinstein in memory of his sister, Naomi , Pinky
Frankel in memory of his mother, Devora bas Pinchas , Emily Lifschitz in memory
of her mother, Freidel bas R' Zalman Yehuda HaCohen and Felise Katz in
memory of her mother, Tova bas Yitzchak . On Shabbos, the Rav’s drasha is being
sponsored by Ellen Tager in memory of her mother, Gitel bas Elyakim .
The Torah Conferencing Network streams Rabbi Reisman’s shiurim in our Simcha
Room on Motzoei Shabbos at 7:30 p.m. On Thursday evenings, Rabbi Mansour’s
shiur is streamed at 7:30 p.m. and Rabbi Frand’s shiur is streamed at 9:00 p.m.
Masks and social distance seating are required.

Zoom #790 613 352

Sunday - Thurs. ....... 4:35 p.m.


Candle lighting......... 4:34 p.m.
Mincha ..................... 4:40 p.m.

Bob and Rita Landa on the engagement of their son, Yossi to Tehilla Diamond of
Baltimore.
Jennifer and Ronnie Herrmann would like to thank all of their wonderful friends who
extended themselves during Jennifer's week of shiva. These kind deeds were truly a
tremendous nechama for us and our family and helped ease the loss of our mother.
May our families only celebrate smachot.
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Refuah Shelaima

Choosing Sides

Pinky Frankel

Someone has clearly told him who he really is, for Moshe grows up and goes out to
his brothers to observe their oppression. It is then that Moshe faces a critical moment
and makes a fateful choice alerting his destiny, and turning him from heir-apparent to
the throne to the exile who will return to rescue the nation of his birth. The decision to
execute the Egyptian oppressor beating his Hebrew brother is even more fateful than
it appears.
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“He turned this way and that, and he saw there was no man.” On the surface, Moshe
was seeking cover, ensuring no one would witness as he avenged the dishonor and
pain inflicted on his compatriot. Rav Meir Shapiro, the visionary who, among other
things, sparked the worldwide daf yomi movement sees a deeper idea. Moshe was a
man split by dual loyalty. On the one hand, he was an Egyptian, raised in the palace,
groomed in Egyptian manners and etiquette, and schooled in Egyptian religion and
culture. On the other, deep down he knew he was a Hebrew, knew that he belonged
to a different culture, a distinct value system and another people whose worldview
and whose status contrasted sharply with that of his adopted nation.
Until this point, Moshe lived with that internal turmoil, making an uncomfortable
peace with his split identity. But, sometimes there comes a time where one must
choose, where one can no longer straddle the fence, but must choose his loyalty and
his true identity. That, says Rav Meir Shapiro is the essence of the struggle that
preceded Moshe’s execution of the Egyptian taskmaster. “He turned this way and
that.” Moshe looked at both sides of his life, at his competing identities, and “he saw
there was no man,” he recognized that was no way for a man to be. The time had
come. He had to decide. Does he cast his fate along with his oppressed brethren,
turning his back on his royal upbringing and his Egyptian self, or does he sever ties
with his birth nation and cast his lot with the Egyptian people?
In that moment, Moshe does more than decide to risk his life for the honor of his
people. At that critical juncture, he decides that they are his people. Moshe has not
just killed the Egyptian taskmaster, he has, as Rav Meir Shapiro explains, “killed the
Egyptian” within him. There is no turning back. From now on, he is one of them, his
fate sealed, his destiny about to be realized.
Rav Meir Shapiro’s elegant and eloquent perspective on the decision Moshe faces
speaks to us all. We often loathe to choose sides, preferring to remain on the fence
and mollify everyone, rather than take a stand and make enemies of those whom we
stand against. But, there are times in life where we must take a stand, where the
stakes are too high, the issues too critical, and the consequences too severe for us
to prefer being universally liked to standing up for what is right. As Churchill is
reported to have said, “You have enemies? Good. That means you've stood up for
something, sometime in your life.”
What if Moshe had decided not to stir the pot? What if he had chosen to retain his
dual loyalty and dual citizenship? What if he had taken the easy road of retaining his
status and standing among his Egyptian peers? The L-rd would have delivered us
from Egypt by some other means, but imagine a story of the Jewish People where
there is no Moshe. What story will we write ourselves out of if we refuse to take a
stand when it counts?
I write this as a place-holder for our dear Pinchas Frankel until he returns to continue
his regular column and I dedicate it as a z’chus for a Refuah Sheleimah for him,
Pinchas Menachem ben Devorah, and, YBCL”C, l’ilui nishmas Aharon Baruch
Mordechai ben Pinchas Menachem.

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb

Halacha Shiur
Motzoei Shabbos, 6:05 p.m. Zoom #590-354-028
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