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Candle lighting ..... 4:11 p.m. 

Mincha ................ 4:20 p.m. 

Sh’kiah ................ 4:29 p.m.


Daf Yomi ............. 8:00 a.m. 

Shacharis............ 8:45 a.m. 

Sof Z’ K’Shma ..... 9:22 a.m. 

Mincha  ..............  4:05 p.m. 

Ma’ariv ................ 5:11 p.m. 

Shabbos Ends .... 5:19 p.m. 

Zoom ID 590-354-028, Code Bais 

Halacha Shiur ..... 5:50 p.m. 
 

Weekday Schedule via Zoom 

November 29 - December 4 

Rabbi’s Gemara Shiur  

   Zoom #721 128 697  

Sunday  .............. 8:45 a.m.  

Rabbi’s Daf Yomi 

   Zoom #266 109 506 

Sunday - Friday. . 7:00 a.m. 

Shacharis  

   Zoom #790 613 352 

Sunday ............... 7:45 a.m. 

Monday and Thursday 

      6:20 and 7:45 a.m. 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Fri. 

      6:30 and 7:45 a.m. 

Mincha-Ma’ariv 

   Zoom #790 613 352 

Sunday - Thurs. .. 4:15 p.m.  

 

Candle lighting .... 4:09 p.m. 

Mincha ................ 4:15 p.m. 

November 27, 2020                                                                                            


 

Join Avos U’Banim Motzoei Shabbos at 6:30 p.m. in our multi-purpose room for  
learning, pizza and prizes. Sponsorships are welcome; please contact Amy Gottlieb 
at (845) 357-3913 or click here to reserve your date. This week’s program is 
sponsored by Gina Frommer.  

Rabbi Gottlieb will be giving his Weekly Halacha Shiur via Zoom on Motzoei Shabbos 
at 5:50 p.m. This week’s topic is “Democracy in Israel: Voting and Representative 
Government in Halacha.” Please join us on Zoom at ID #590-354-028. 

The Torah Conferencing Network streams Rabbi Reisman’s shiurim in our Simcha 
Room on Motzoei Shabbos at 7:30 p.m. On Thursday evenings, Rabbi Mansour’s shiur 
is streamed at 7:30 p.m. and Rabbi Frand’s shiur is streamed at 9:00 p.m. Masks and 
social distance seating are required.  

Please join us every Wednesday night at 8:00 p.m. for a contemporary perspective on 
historic events in the Navi. Rabbi Gottlieb’s shiur on “Insights into the Book of 
Shmuel” is zoomed weekly at ID #590-354-028. 

Rabbi Gottlieb's Daf Yomi shiurim are streamed every morning and are also available 
on our website, www.baistorah.org. Did you know that in memory of a loved one or in 
the zechus of a refuah sheleima, you can sponsor a day of learning, a week of 
learning, a complete mesechta or the Rav’s d’var Torah on Shabbos afternoon? 
Click here to e-mail Jack Gross for further information. Next week’s Daf Yomi shiurim 
are sponsored by Ronnie Herrmann in memory of his mother Lottie, Breina bas Zvi 
Halevi  and by Ellen Tager in memory of her husband Ed, Yitzchok Isaac Simcha 

ben Yechiel Michel .  

The economic impact of the Covid pandemic has been devastating, especially for 
Israel’s local tourism industry, which has lost about 12 billion shekels ($3.5 billion) 
since the beginning of the year. You can help struggling Israeli businesses by going 
to Achi’s online market and buying products for yourself or friends and family in 
Israel. Visit www.achi613.org to browse through over 80 merchants.  

Shaul and Ricki Rubin on the engagement of their son, AJ to Shira Greenwald, 
daughter of Yisroel and Nava Greenwald and granddaughter of Miriam Greenwald.  

Joseph and Shelley Goldman on the birth of a great-grandson to Akiva and 
Hadassah Bruck. Mazel tov to the Bruck and Goldman families.  

Yosi and Debbie Rosenberg on the bar mitzvah of their grandson, Eli Zern, son of 
Rabbi Josh and Tova Zern of Cedarhurst. Mazel Tov to the great grandparents, Dr. 
Victor and Lenore Zelinger Newman.  

David and Ruth Lehmann on the birth of a great-granddaughter, born to Elisheva and 
Yosef Perlowitz of Afula, children of Shira and Ariel Benmergui.  

From 1965 until 1979, the Mir Yeshiva in Jerusalem, today the single 
largest Yeshiva in the world, was headed by a towering giant of Torah, 
Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz. Rav Chaim, a grandson of Rabbi Yosef Yozel 
Horwitz, the Alter of Novhardok, was a prime disciple of Rav Shimon 
Shkop, the legendary Rosh HaYeshiva of Yeshiva Shaarei Torah in 

(continued on next page) 

The Light and Darkness Within 
by Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 
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Grodno. Rav Chaim combined the unparalleled genius of the great Lithuanian Torah 
scholars with the moral and ethical clarity and perfection of the masters of the 
mussar movement.  
 His ethical discourses on the Parsha, delivered weekly to the students of the 
Yeshiva, were recorded for posterity during the period from 1970 – 1973. Each is a 
masterpiece, blending breathtaking scholarship, keen insight into human nature, and 
an incisive, insightful perspective on the week’s parsha, bringing it to light and to life. 
 Two of those published essays are printed with the same title, “The Light and 
The Darkness in Man,” one of those two discourses delivered on this week’s parsha. 
Rav Chaim’s focus was Eliphaz, the son of Esav, who, at his father’s command, 
chased after Yaakov to kill him. Rashi, citing the midrash, describes their encounter. 
Having caught up to his uncle, Eliphaz, who had grown up on his grandfather, 
Yitzchak’s, lap, could not bring himself to commit murder. Eliphaz, however was torn, 
unable to kill, but unwilling to disregard a direct instruction from his father. Ever the 
scholar, Yaakov was able to resolve the quandary by recommending to Eliphaz to 
seize all of his assets, thereby technically carrying out his duty, as a pauper is 
considered as dead.  
 Rav Shmuelevitz guides us to take a step back and consider the absurdity of 
Eliphaz’s misplaced piety. He is, on the one hand, so scrupulous that he cannot 
consider violating his father’s wishes, even if those wishes are for him to murder a 
family member, yet he is amoral enough to be ready to carry out that killing, save for 
Yaakov’s clever reprieve. How, Rav Chaim wonders, is it possible for someone to be, 
at one and the same time, so noble, yet so immoral? His answer: not only is it 
possible, it is human nature. 
 All of us have areas of moral strength and weakness in our lives. The fact that 
we have advanced our ethical selves in one particular area has no bearing on our 
conduct in another. That is not hypocrisy, it is humanity. We all know people who are 
extremely principled and punctilious in certain aspects of their lives but are 
shockingly inconsistent in others. What we fail to realize is that those people also 
know someone who is equally uneven in their scruples, and that someone is us.  
 It is easy for us to see the flaws and inconsistencies in others, but, in the 
immortal phrasing of Rav Meir in Mishna, “ain adam ro’eh nigei atzmo,” “a man does 
not see his own flaws.” The midrash, as Rav Shmuelevitz explained, intends for us to 
turn the mirror on ourselves, and see the Eliphaz within. What is the Eliphaz within all 
of us? It is our own cognitive dissonance that will allow virtue and vice to live within 
us side-by-side.    
 Cognitive dissonance works like this: I am good. I did this. Therefore, this must 
be good, now all I have to do is figure out why. At best, we ignore, and at worst, we 
justify and rationalize our faults and our flaws. Seeing our character flaws as virtues, 
however, obstructs any path to repairing those flaws. 
 Eliphaz, by way of the midrash, reveals an incontrovertible truth about humanity. 
Light and darkness can and do exist side-by-side within each of us. It is possible to 
be conscientious enough to honor one’s father by faithfully and fully discharging his 
command and yet be morally depraved enough to be prepared to kill.  
 This midrash asks us to turn the mirror on ourselves, to assess ourselves fully 
and honestly, and not to allow the light within us to blind us to the darkness that, at 
times, lurks there as well.  
 
I write this as a place-holder for our dear Pinchas Frankel until he returns to continue 
his regular column and I dedicate it as a z’chus for a Refuah Sheleimah for him, 
Pinchas Menachem ben Devorah, and, YBCL”C, l’ilui nishmas Aharon Baruch 
Mordechai ben Pinchas Menachem. 

Refuah Shelaima 

Pinky Frankel     פינחס מנחם בן דבורה 
 

Gordons’ daughter-in-law 
 שולמית בת מירל

Katie Tannenbaum’s grandson 
משה בן דבורה טובה יהונתן              

Rosalie Kallner 
 שיינה רחל בת שרה  הודל           

Larry Seligson’s son 
 רפאל אפרים בן סימא פריעדל         

Ruth Malinowitz            רבקה בת פריידא
                    

Andy Yurowitz            אליהו זבי בן חנה
   

Goldress grandson  
 אילן רפאל בן טובה רבקה

Jennifer Herrmann’s mother 
 שרה צירלא בת ידיל

Bikur Cholim 
Please call  

Rosalie Kallner, Fountainview  
356-2506 

Tova Eizik , 356-7981 
 

How to Reach Us  

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb  
Click here to call Rabbi Gottlieb 

(845) 357-3913 

Click here for Daytime emergency 

(845) 362-8362 

 Click here to email Rabbi Gottlieb  

Jack Gross, President  
Click here to call Jack Gross  

(646) 450-7616 

Click here to email Jack Gross  

Michael Kronenberg, Treasurer  
Click here to email M. Kronenberg 

Rivki Faivelson, Shul Secretary  
(845) 352-1343 M-Th, 9:00-1:00 

Click here to email the shul office  

 

Simcha Room Reservations 
and Sponsorships 
Click here to call Jack Gross 
(646) 450-7616 
Click here to email Jack Gross  

Bikur Cholim  
Click here to call Sharon 
(914) 261-5654 

Click here to call Sandy 
(845) 304 8884 

Shul Bulletin 
Click here to send an email to the shul 

bulletin 

The Light and Darkness Within (continued from previous page) 

SHOP ISRAEL NOW! 

VISIT WWW.ACHI613.ORG 
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