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Rabbi’s Message 

Every year around this time, I 
remember how forgetful I’ve become.  
Inching closer day by day to the new 
year, strong sensory memories seem to 
return to me.  Concentrating, I can 
almost taste the honey cake on my 
tongue at Rosh Hashanah; I can feel 
the warmth of my kittel (white robe) 
and tallit (prayer shawl) at Yom Kippur; 
I can smell the aroma of fresh corn 

husks and palm fronds, the roof of our Sukkah.  I 
measure the time that has so fleetingly passed by 
through these sensations, yet I can hardly remember 
what happened this past year.  Though the highlights- 
the simchas and the sad moments- punctuate another 
year gone by, I can’t seem to fill in the ordinary days, the 
duller moments, and it takes my breath away every time.  
I remember how very much I have somehow forgotten. 
 
Approaching the High Holy Days, we listen for the 
divine call beckoning to us from beyond:  "Shuvu b'nei 
adam- come back, dear one- give Me another chance and 
I'll give you all one too” (based on Psalm 90:3).  
Originally, this was a call of heavenly urgency:  “Turn 
back from your wicked ways, human beings!  Stop 

sinning.  Stop pretending.  Stop wasting time.  Stop 
fooling yourselves.”  But implicit in that command I 
hear a subtler, gentler message:  “Come back to your 
senses. Come back to your roots.  Come back to your 
essential goodness.  Come home.” 
 
Teshuvah (repentance) is our charge to become better 
people, to correct the wrongs we’ve done to others, to 
take a long, hard look at who we have become after 
another year of living.  But teshuvah is also a charge to 
remember all that we would sooner forget.  Those things 
that we have pushed aside as painful or insignificant 
need to be dredged up and examined.  Those things that 
we should take pride in and glean joy from deserve our 
attention and exploration as well.  We own all that we 
may have forgotten.  We recall with a renewed sense of 
urgency the moral compass we each possess which can 
lead us home.  In coming home to Temple Israel this 
year for the holidays, I pray that each of us comes home 
to our very essence, our own wholeness, and our own 
holiness. 
 
A peaceful 5779 to you and yours, 

Rabbi Sharon Mars 

Remembering Our Way Home 
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Knowledge is Power 
BRCA Awareness on Yom Kippur 

 

One in 40 Jews of Ashkenazic descent 
carries the inherited BRCA genetic 
mutations which increase the risks for 
several cancers including breast and (for 
women) ovarian cancer.  
 
During the day on Yom Kippur, Temple 
Israel will have genetic counselors on 
hand to provide information, answer 
questions and help women and men determine if they 
should consider being tested.  
 
Please plan to stop by the information table on Sept. 
19th between 11AM to 2PM at the JCC to learn more. 

Volunteers Needed for Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur! 

 
As you may know, our High Holy 
Days activities require lots of 
effort and energy.  Some of that 
comes from our wonderful 
volunteers!  
 

Are you able to help greet?  Perhaps you can help point guests 
in the right direction or assist at reception.  There are plenty 
of opportunities to help among Erev Rosh Hashanah, Rosh 
Hashanah day, Kol Nidre, and Yom Kippur. 
 
If you are able to lend a helping hand any or all of these days, 
please go to the following link to sign up: 
https://www.templeisrael.org/high-holidays 
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Services 

Yom Kippur Book of Remembrance 
 
Letters about the Memorial Book were mailed in early 
August.  Please return your contribution for the 
Memorial Book by September 15 to Alice Simon, 1053 
Woodtown Drive, Gahanna OH 43230.  For further 
information, please contact Alice at 614-353-8257 or at 
aesimon@owu.edu.  

High Holy Day Service Schedule 
 
S’LICHOT   Saturday, September 1 
 S’lichot Meditation (see description, right) ........................... 5:30 PM 
 
EREV ROSH HASHANAH   Sunday, September 9 at JCC 
 Erev Rosh Hashanah Service ........................................... 7:30 PM 
 

ROSH HASHANAH   Monday, September 10 at JCC 
 Rosh Hashanah Children’s Service ............................... 9:00 AM 
 Primarily for Non-Readers up to age 6 & parents — 45 mins 
 Rosh Hashanah Morning Service ................................ 10:00 AM 
 2 1/2 hour service; Sermon, approx. 11:45 AM, followed by Shofar Service 
 Rosh Hashanah Teen Program begins shortly after main service 
 Middle School program (6th-8th grades); High School program (9th-12th grades) — 45 mins. 
 Rosh Hashanah Family Service ................................... 11:00 AM 
 Primarily for ages 7-12 & parents; interactive worship, music & stories — 1 hr. 
 Tashlich ......................................... following the Morning service 
 
EREV SHABBAT SHUVAH   Friday, September 14 at JCC 
 Erev Shabbat Shuvah .......................................................... 6:00 PM 
 

SHABBAT SHUVAH   Saturday, September 15 at JCC 
 Jewish Meditation .......................................................... 10:00 AM 
 

CEMETERY SERVICES   Sunday, September 16 
 Memorial Service (Greenlawn Cemetery)....................... 9:30 AM 
 Memorial Service (New Temple Israel Cemetery) .......... 9:30 AM 
 Memorial Service (Forest Lawn Cemetery)..................... 9:30 AM 
 

EREV YOM KIPPUR Kol Nidre  Tuesday, September 18 at JCC 
 Erev Yom Kippur—Kol Nidre ........................................... 7:30 PM 
 

YOM KIPPUR   Wednesday, September 19 at JCC 
 Yom Kippur Children’s Service .................................... 9:00 AM 
 Primarily for Non-Readers up to age 6 & parents — 45 mins 
 Yom Kippur Morning Service ..................................... 10:00 AM 
 2 1/2 hour service; Sermon, approximately 12 noon. 
 Yizkor ................... following morning service, approx. 12:30 PM 
 Yom Kippur Teen Program .... begins shortly after main service 
 Middle School program (6th-8th grades); High School program (9th-12th grades) — 45 mins. 
 Yom Kippur Family Service ........................................ 11:00 AM 
 Primarily for ages 7-12 & parents; interactive worship, music & stories 
 Contemplative Music ....................................................... 1:30 PM 
 Contemplative Afternoon (see p. 8 for details) .................. 2:30 PM 
 Afternoon Service—including Neilah ................................. 4:00 PM 
 Community Break-the-Fast ........... immediately following Neilah 

Saturday, September 8 
following Neshama Minyan 

 

Explore the Music of the High  Holy Days with Cantor Moses. 

Afterwards, enjoy a delicious lunch of bagels, cream cheese, tuna 

salad, egg salad, and fruit salad.  RSVP to Ruth Silverman at 

rsilverman@templeisrael.org. 

Join us for 

S’lichot 
Saturday, September 1 

5:30 PM 
at the home of 

Allan Oster & Izzy Naveh 

Snacks & socializing at 5:30. 
S’lichot Meditation begins 

at 6:00 PM. 

If you’d like to bring an appetizer, 
contact Ruth Silverman, 

rsilverman@templeisrael.org or call 
614-866-0010 ext. 102. 

A Meditation on Forgiveness 

mailto:aesimon@owu.edu
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Services 
High Holy Day Worship Opportunities 

 

Evening Services 
Welcome each holiday with a sense of awe, beauty, and joy as 
our clergy, adult choir, and musicians lead us in prayer and 
song.  Our evening services begin at 7:30 PM.  Doors open at 
6:30 PM.  Seating is on a first come, first serve basis. 
 

Morning Services 
On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur mornings we will hold 
four worship services: 
 Children’s Service — 9:00 AM 

for pre-readers led by Rabbi Mars and Cantor Moses. All 
are welcome to enjoy this 45 minute worship experience 
with children.  Come for singing, storytelling, music and 
the grand finale – hear the blasts of the shofar. 

 Morning Service — 10:00 AM 
with Rabbi Mars, Cantor Moses and our amazing Adult 
Choir with director Thom Gall and accompanist Mark 
Rubinstein. 

 Family Service — 11:00 AM 
led by Or Mars.  Come enjoy a one hour worship 
experience with music and stories.  “Kids” of all ages 
should be accompanied by a grown-up; services intended 
for households with children ages 7-12. 

 Teen Service 
All teens are invited to join their families in the main 
service for Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur services. 
During the Torah reading, an additional Middle School 
(6th—8th grades) as well as High School (9th—12th grades) 
High Holiday Youth program will be offered.  

 

Prayerbooks 
For evening and morning services, we use the new Reform 
Movement High Holy Day prayer book, Mishkan HaNefesh 
prayerbook. 
 

Aliyot 
During our High Holy Day season, we offer special aliyot 
(honors) to many people. 
 

Yizkor 
Our Memorial Service will begin following morning services 
on Yom Kippur. 
 

Yom Kippur Afternoon and Evening 
Afternoon services will begin at 4:00 PM, followed by Neilah;  
the stirring final service of Yom Kippur.  Dance in the New 
Year with us, and then stay for beautiful Havdalah and a 
delicious Break the Fast of bagels, fruit, and honey cake! 

TashlichTashlich  
A Temple Israel TraditionA Temple Israel Tradition  

  

Monday, September 10Monday, September 10  
immediately following Morning Servicesimmediately following Morning Services  

What is Tashlich? 

The Tashlich service, held on Rosh Hashanah 

afternoon, marks the beginning of the New Year 

when one symbolically casts away the sins of the 

past year by throwing bread crumbs into a flowing 

body of water. 

 

Please join us for our annual Tashlich service.  We 

will gather immediately following Morning Services 

and take a short walk to nearby waters. 

Religious School Shofar Corp 
 
Shofar Corps is back! If your child would 
like to blow the Shofar on the Bima at 
Rosh Hashana or Yom Kippur services, just 
bring him/her at 9:30 AM on the 
mornings of Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur for a short crash/refresher course 

taught by the master Shofar blower himself, Isaac 
Stewart. Bring your own Shofar if you have one! 

High Holiday Volunteer Orientation 

 
Sunday, August 26 

10:30 AM 
or 

Wednesday, September 5 
7:00 PM 

at the JCC 
 

Anyone who is volunteering to be a greeter/usher 
during the High Holy Day services will need to attend 
this mandatory training session. 
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All Are Welcome 

Dear Temple Israel Families – 
  
This year we begin the Days of Awe with 
t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  t h e m e  — 
SHUVU.  Restore, replenish and 
return.  Together, over the last year, our 
congregation has lived this experience.  I 
am pleased to say that our congregational 
family has banded together and deeply 
embraced one another during this period of 
transition and wandering.  

  
We are still in the midst of restorative journey that is 
homeward bound.  We have begun designing a new holy 
space that will be infused with renewed purpose.  Eventually 
this new facility will allow us to reimagine and reinvigorate 
our collective Jewish experiences.  
  
As we celebrate the beginning of 5779 I hope you will reflect 
on ways Temple Israel has had an impact in your life or 
enhanced your Jewish journey this past year.   As we prepare 
to gather together to begin anew, I would like to pause and 
share my gratitude.  It is such an honor to serve this 
congregation during this critical transition moment.  I am 
humbled by the trust and faith you have given me and the 
Board of Trustees to cultivate an environment and eventually 
a physical place for our families and eventually their families 
to call our spiritual home.  SHUVU – return home.   May 
this be a year filled with sweet and joyful beginnings!  
  
L’Shana Tovah 
 
 
 
Patti Shorr, Temple Israel President 

A Note From Our President 

Patti Shorr, 
Temple Israel President 

Where are my tickets for HHDs? 
 
We’re breaking tradition.  Instead of tickets ALL our 
members were sent a BRIGHT GREEN envelope containing 
our full High Holiday worship service schedule, annual 
calendar of events and our educational program offerings this 
year.  This packet was mailed in early August.  ALL members 
will have name tags to pick up at the JCC for all the High 
Holy Days!  If you did not receive a bright green envelope, 
please contact the office. 
 

 
I have guests coming from out of town, 

how can they request tickets?  
 
Guest tickets are available by request.  We are happy to offer 
tickets as a courtesy to all members and do our best to 
accommodate all travelers and guests by advance request.  
Please kindly make reservations not later than Wednesday, 
September 5th for Rosh Hashanah Services and not later than 
Friday, September 14th for Yom Kippur.  You can fill out your 
requests online at www.templeisrael.org. 
 

 
I will be out of town for High Holidays 

this year, what do I do? 
 
If you will be out of town for the holidays, and would like us 
to arrange for courtesy seating at another reform 
congregation, we are happy to help.  Please call the Temple 
Israel office during normal business hours before Friday, 
August 24, 2018.  We will make every effort to assist our 
members in securing reciprocity with the reform congregation 
in your destination.  Reciprocity is never easy at the last 
moment, so the sooner the better!   

How can I elevate my High Holiday experience? 
 
Always wanted to participate in the service?  Are you interested in reading a Hebrew or English blessing?  Please fill 
out this form here: https://www.templeisrael.org/form/hhd-honors and indicate your preferences and availability to 
participate in any of the following honors: 
 Hebrew Readings/ Blessings 
 English Readings 
 Chanting Torah or Haftarah 
 Carrying or Lifting the Torah  
 Opening the Ark  

If you are interested in any of the above opportunities fill out our webform.  Need or want more information – 
please contact Ruth Silverman at 614.866.0010 ext. 102 or rsilverman@templeisrael.org  

mailto:rsilverman@templeisrael.org
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HHD Information 

As counterintuitive as it may seem, my 
very favorite Jewish holiday is Yom 
Kippur. The Rabbis say that Yom 
Kippur is the day that we rehearse for 
our own death. We wear white shrouds 
called kittels that are the traditional 
burial garb as we take all of the Torah 
scrolls out of the ark leaving it 
completely empty. The empty ark 

represents an open casket as we are forced to face an 
image of our own grave. We deplete our bodies of all 
physical sustenance and we deprive our souls of all social 
contact. 
 
So how can the day when I deprive myself of intimacy 
with those I love, can’t eat my favorite breakfast foods or 
drink green tea or spray my favorite perfume (because 
anointing oneself is traditionally not allowed)  possibly 
be my favorite holy day? 
 
It is because it is the one day of the entire year when I 
can fully surrender to the Divinity that resides deep 
inside of me, deep inside of you, and surrounds us at all 
times. It is the one day I stand before God all day long in 
prayer and meditation, fasting, atoning, begging for 
forgiveness on my and the congregation’s behalf.   
 
Even though there is an order to our prayers and a time 
table of our services, as individuals and a community we 
completely give up the illusion that we have control over 
our lives. We surrender and soften into atonement and 
forgiveness with the hope of returning to our better 
selves. 
 
One of my favorite pieces of Yom Kippur liturgy is 
found in our new machzor, our High Holy Day prayer 
book that we are so blessed to be using this year for our 
Kol Nidre services. The poem “Ki Hineh Chahomer” is 
a beautiful melody that is a metaphor for the 
relationship between humankind and God. 
 
The first stanza begins: 
“Just like the lump of clay held in the sculptor’s hand: at 
will, the sculptor stretches it, at will, the sculptor makes 
it small. And so are we  in your hand, and so let love 

persevere, look to your covenant, and do not let your 
anger serve.” 
 
Commentator Leila Gal Berner says the image of God as 
potter and humans as unmolded clay is problematic for 
some of us. We humans don’t want to think of ourselves 
as so unformed, so susceptible to manipulation by an 
inscrutable and distant God. But if we consider this 
prayer as a metaphor for partnership, we note that any 
artisan, no matter how skilled, cannot produce a thing 
of beauty unless the raw material is good. If we think of 
God as helping us to make our lives a thing of beauty, 
we may joyfully offer the raw material that is ourselves to 
God. 
 
When we chant this poem together on Yom Kippur let 
us embrace and even dare to enjoy the twenty-four hours 
we become like angels with no need or desire for earthly 
pleasures. We will strive to become as close to God as 
possible, to attain holiness and purity and be sealed in 
the book of life. 
 
Shana Tova u'Metuka,  
A sweet New Year filled with health and harmony,  

Cantor Bat-Ami Moses 

Like Angels 

From 11:30 AM — 12:00 PM on Sunday mornings at 
the JCC, children who love to sing or play a musical 
instrument can join our choir and band, preparing 
Jewish music to perform at services. This year, we will 
be preparing for a recording of Cantor Moses' new 
original Jewish music!  For more information contact 
Cantor Moses at cantormoses@templeisrael.org. 

Our youth choir and band, 
"HAVA NASHIRA" is BACK!  

Open to all students 2nd — 6th grades! 
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HHD Information 

Contemplative Afternoon 

on Yom Kippur 
 
Contemplative Music ............................. 1:00 PM 
 with Arkadiy Gips & Cheri Papier 
 
Jewish Meditation .................................. 2:00 PM 
 with Or Mars 
 
Discussion .............................................. 3:00 PM 
 with David Frolick 
 Leadership and Character: Can We Be Satisfied? 

What are the characteristics that we want in our 
leaders? Are we asking for more than we find in 
ourselves? Or are we just fickle followers? 

 
Afternoon Service & Neilah................... 4:00 PM 

Looking for a fresh start this Yom Kippur? 
Please join us in wearing white or light colors for the Day of Atonement.  

 
Some say that we wear white on Yom Kippur to be like the angels. We yearn 
to ascend, to be lighter, more clear and transparent. Another interpretation 
is that we wear white on Yom Kippur as an approximation of the white 
garments in which we will be buried. (Some of us may even wear a kittel, a 
simple white cotton robe, which is worn at marriage and for burial.) 
Wearing white is a reminder of our mortality. 
 
Our tradition teaches that it is a mitzvah to make teshuvah, to repent and to clear one’s personal and 
interpersonal slate, the day before death. But how do any of us know when we will die? Aha, say the 
sages; then we must make teshuvah every day. And surely this is true. But there is something 
particularly special and meaningful about the teshuvah we make on Yom Kippur, perhaps because on 
this day we get in touch with our mortality. As we face death, we become more honest with 
ourselves, with others, and with God.  On Yom Kippur, wearing the garments we will wear when we 
die is a stark reminder that we stand every day on the edge of life and death. 

 
— by Rabbi Rachel Barenblat; from Three Yom Kippur Customs Explained 

http://www.temple-israel.com/component/content/article/8-frontpage/664-three-yom-kippur-customs-explained?tmpl=component&type=raw
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HHD Information 
Sukkot Schedule 

 

Building and Decorating 
Our Sukkah 
Sunday, September 23 
9:00 AM 
at the JCC 
 
Sukkot Service 
Monday, September 24 
10:00 AM 
at the home of Cantor Moses 
 
Consecration & Simchat Torah Celebration 
Friday, September 28 
6:00 PM 
at the JCC 
Join us for a special Erev 
Shabbat Service as we 
recognize the children who 
will begin their Jewish 
education journey.  We will 
also dance with the Torah 
in celebration of Simchat 
Torah!  A festive oneg will follow outside in the Sukkah. 
 
Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah 
Monday, October 1 
10:00 AM 
at the JCC 
Festival morning service and Yizkor 

Order Your Own Lulav & Etrog 

Sukkot begins September 23!  Order a 
Lulav & Etrog for your family Sukkot 
celebration this year. Only $42, including 
shipping! 
 
O r d e r  o n l i n e  a t  h t t p s : / /
www.templeisrael.org/form/lulav-etrog or 
contact Ruth Silverman at 614-866-0010 

ext. 102, or rsilverman@templeisrael.org to place your 
order no later than September 5.  Make checks payable 
to Temple Israel.  Delivery will be just before Sukkot.   

High Holy Day Child Care 
 

Temple Israel is pleased to offer child 
care for children 18 months through 
8 years during High Holiday Services. 
No child care will be provided during 
evening services or morning Children’s 
Services. 
 
The following applies to all Child Care at the Temple during 
the High Holidays: 
 Babysitting on Rosh Hashanah Morning runs from 10 AM 

to 12:30 PM and on Yom Kippur Morning from 10 AM to 
approximately 1:00 PM. 

 The cost will be $15 /child per service. 
 Babysitting will be held in the Multipurpose room at the 

JCC Preschool. 
 Advance reservations 3 business days prior to the Holiday 

are required (in order to maintain a safe child-to-sitter 
ratio). 

 “Walk-in” child care without a reservation will only be 
possible if a safe sitter-to-child ratio can be maintained. 

 Parents may drop off children 15 minutes prior the start 
of Services. 

 Children must be signed in and signed out by the same 
person. 

 
For children in child care during the 10:00 AM Service, note 
that no lunch will be provided but apple juice and graham 
crackers will be provided during all sessions. 
 
If you wish to make a reservation for High Holy Day child 
care, please visit our website at www.templeisrael.org/high-
holidays or call Bethany Fitzgerald at 614-866-0010 ext. 105. 

Help Us Build Our 
Sukkah! 

Sunday, September 23 
9:00 AM 
at the JCC 

 
Contact Barry Lubow at blubow@dlz.com if you’re 
interested in helping construct the Sukkah.  Bring your 
power tools and a stepladder if you have them.  
 
Interested in helping to decorate?  Women of Temple 
Israel will be decorating the sukkah after it is built.  
Come and join us! 
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HHD Information 

It’s Not 

Jewish Geography... 

Join fellow congregants on Wednesday, August 29 in 
a one-hour community conversation at various 
locations around Columbus, each focusing on a 
different topic. 

 
Congregants will be hosting 3 conversations at 
different times during the day, as a way to 
participate in the Columbus Foundation's Big Table*. 
These congregants will host an informal conversation 
for you to share your dreams and ideas for Temple 
Israel. 
  
Please pick one of these times to join us for a light 
bite and a one-hour conversation:  

 Lifelong Jewish Learning 
Hosts: Marilyn and Rabbi Alvin Mars 
Time: 7:30-8:30 (address to be provided upon 
RSVP) 

 Youth and Young Families 
Hosts: Lori and Tom Anger 
Time: 7:00-8:00 PM (address to be provided upon 
RSVP) 

 Music 
Host: Ruth Silverman 
Time: Noon—1:00 PM at the Columbus Museum of 
Art outdoor tables. Bring a packed lunch or buy 
from the café! 

 
You can sign up for the session of your choice by 
going to https://www.templeisrael.org/form/big-
table 
  
*The Big Table is a day of community building across 
the central Ohio region on August 29, 2018. Join the 
conversation to listen, learn, and lead!  For more 
information, visit https://columbusfoundation.org/
donors/types-of-funds/special-initiatives/the-big-
table 

Please join us at our table. 

15 Week Judaism 101 Class 
beginning this Fall 

 
Sponsored by Temple Israel, 
Congregation Beth Tikvah, 
and Temple Beth Shalom 

 
Course fee is $150. 

For details and to register, please go to: 
www.templeisrael.org/form/judaism-101 

@ Temple Israel 

A unique opportunity for members of Temple Israel to engage in 
an ongoing, safe, and challenging discussion about Israel and its 
place in our Jewish identities.  Hugging and wrestling with Israel 
with guest teachers, Jewish texts, poetry, music, politics, and group 
discussion.  Open minds and hearts welcomed.  Participants must 
commit to full attendance.  Spots are limited and participation will 
be determined on a first come basis.  For more information, contact 
Or Mars (volunteer facilitator) at orormarsmars@gmail.com and 
apply at https://bit.ly/2HT4UcL. 

September 15, 22, 29 and October 6, 13, 20 

5:00 - 7:00 PM 
(followed by Havdallah) 
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