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Garden of the Righteous 2015 
Honoring the Memory of  
Aristides de Sousa Mendes of Portugal 
Sunday, April 19, 10:00 am  

On Sunday morning, April 19, at 10:00 
am, Adas Israel Congregation will honor 
the memory of Aristides de Sousa 
Mendes from Portugal.

Aristides de Sousa Mendes (1885–
1954) was an unlikely hero. Born into an 
aristocratic family, he attended a presti-
gious university and received a law de-
gree. After a few years of teaching, he 

went into the diplomatic corps. Mendes served in many countries, including 
the United States, Brazil, Zanzibar, Spain, and Belgium. 

Sousa Mendes was the Portuguese consul-general in Bordeaux, France, 
when the Germans invaded in 1940. Hundreds of thousands of refugees fled 
to the French-Spanish border hoping to get Portuguese transit visas for pas-
sage through Spain to neutral Portugal. Portugal’s fascist dictator, Antonio 
Salazar, ordered his embassies and diplomats not to issue visas to those 
seeking temporary shelter in Portugal, especially Jews. 

Sousa Mendes, a devout Christian, saw the terrible plight of the refugees. 
When he received a delegation of refugees headed by Rabbi Haim Kruger, 
Sousa Mendes decided to disobey his government’s explicit instruction and 
promised transit visas to everyone in need. In June 1940, Mendes issued 
some 30,000 visas, including about 10,000 to Jews. This heroic feat was char-
acterized by renowned Israeli Holocaust historian Yehuda Bauer as “perhaps 
the largest rescue action by a single individual during the Holocaust.” For Sousa 
Mendes’s actions, the Portuguese government fired him and he never worked 
again. Aristides de Sousa Mendes died in poverty in Lisbon on April 3, 1954. 

On October 18, 1966, Yad Vashem posthumously honored Sousa Mendes 
as “Righteous Among the Nations.” For 47 years the Mendes family tried to get 
successive Portuguese governments to restore their father’s honor. In 1987, 
Portuguese President Mario Soares posthumously awarded Sousa Mendes 
with the “Order of Liberty” medal, Portugal’s highest civilian award; however, 
the consul’s diplomatic honors still were not restored. Finally, on March 18, 
1988, the Portuguese parliament officially dismissed all charges, restored 
Sousa Mendes to the diplomatic corps by unanimous vote, and promoted him 
to the rank of ambassador. In 2010, descendants of Sousa Mendes and visa 
recipients started the Sousa Mendes Foundation to preserve his legacy. 

The Adas Israel Garden of the Righteous is a beautiful reminder of numer-
ous acts of decency and daring performed by many non-Jews in the midst of 
one of the most tragic moments in human history. 

The program, initiated in 1992 by Rabbi Jeffrey A. Wohlberg to honor non-
Jews who risked their lives to save Jews during the Holocaust, is supported in 
part by the Men’s Club of Adas Israel and the Peter Dreyer Memorial Endow-
ment Fund. We would like to thank Adas member Judith Strauch who has 
given so generously of her time and wisdom to 
help curate this event for more than 20 years. 
The entire community is cordially invited to this 
moving ceremony. We look forward to seeing 
you all there. Refreshments will be served after 
completion of the ceremony. 

Please join us on Sunday, April 19 as we 
honor the righteous.  d

Save the Date! 
Shabbaton Weekend Honoring 
Rabbi Charles Feinberg 
June 19–21 

The entire Adas Israel community is 
cordially invited to honor and celebrate the 
achievements of Rabbi Charles Feinberg, 
who has served this congregation with 
remarkable dedication, wisdom, compassion, 
and strength for nine wonderful years. Rabbi 
Feinberg will be leaving the congregation 
at the end of June, and we invite you to join 
us in celebrating his extraordinary rabbinate 
with a very special “Shabbaton-Style” 
weekend at Adas Israel. 

A small task force of dedicated 
congregants has partnered with Adas 
leadership and clergy to create a rewarding 
weekend experience. The task force has 
worked hard to incorporate many of Rabbi 
Feinberg’s signature contributions to Adas, 
including Torah study, Mussar spiritual 
teachings, tikkun olam/social action work, 
and community interfaith action. The 
weekend will be filled with a variety of 
opportunities to learn, pray, feast, and 
celebrate the accomplishments of Rabbi 
Feinberg, and Krayna Feinberg, who has 
served the community diligently with 
tremendous heart these past nine years. 
More details to be announced soon. 

Honored guests are likely to include 
Bibliodrama expert Peter Pitzele as well 
as members of the Adas Israel clergy and 
community. A full weekend schedule will 
be published in an upcoming Chronicle and 
online. We look forward to seeing you there 
and, together with the entire community, 
wishing Rabbi Feinberg a heartfelt Mazal 
Tov for his inspiring work, and for the next 
chapter of his rabbinic journey. d



Chronicle  • April 2015  • 3 

When I was privileged to be at the AIPAC conference last month, a reporter asked 
me to comment on how I think about Israel’s problems and challenges. It was in 
the middle of a crowded convention center, with 16,000 passionate attendees 
milling about. With a microphone in my face and an expectant reporter look-
ing at me, I suddenly empathized with Hillel when he was asked to sum up the 
whole Torah “on one foot.” I took a deep breath, and in that instant, a lifetime’s 
worth of experiences and feelings about Israel flashed before my eyes. 

First and foremost, I said, my commitment to Israel, to its security and 
survival, to its role as the homeland of the Jewish people is unwavering. And 
I love Israel . . .

In an instant, I realized that I had to parse out what I mean by my love 
of Israel.   I was encountering many different kinds of people at AIPAC, and 
many different ways of expressing a shared love of Israel. There were center 
and left of center Jews like myself, but also some attendees whose professed 
love of Israel looked radically different from my own. 

So I continued to speak to the reporter. I explained that I, like so many at the 
convention, stand proudly with Israel. I talked about the ways that I am inspired 
by Israel’s democracy, its values, its unique role in the Middle East, its meaning to 
the Jewish people, its economic success and contributions to the world.

As these words came out, in the back of my mind, other aspects of my 
love for Israel were emerging:  I love Israel in exactly the same way I love 
family. I realized how my commitment to Israel transcends and includes all 
the ways that it disappoints and even angers me. I love Israel even though it 
infuriates me in its continuing to build housing in disputed territories, in its 
often unwise disregard for world public opinion, in the decisions and actions 
of Israeli leaders that can alienate the Jewish base here in the states. I love 
Israel, even though its policies may betray some of my most cherished values 
like religious pluralism, imposing endless barriers to the equal role of Masorti 
(Conservative) Judaism and Reform Judaism in official government support. 
Israel often vexes and confuses me, as conflicting reports of human rights 
abuses regularly come my way. I love the Israel that has yet to fully live up to 
the Torah’s call for our homeland to be a land of true peace and justice, a bea-
con for all the world. The Israel that I love includes all of these complexities, 
and my commitment to Israel is strong enough for me to feel the negative 
emotions along with the positive ones. Truly, real love can’t be anything else: 
loving the whole picture, not just the parts we want to be true.

At the same time, I had just come from hearing an Evangelical politician 
speak to a group of rabbis about how we all share God’s calling to do what is 
right, to support “God’s Holy Land,” and work against all those who speak ill 
of the Jewish State. He received thundering applause from the rabbis. On the 
surface, I didn’t disagree with what he said, but somehow I also felt uncom-

clergycorner

Rabbi Gil Steinlauf

continued on page 9

Meet Rabbi Herb 
Schwartz
Providing Rabbinic Coverage to 
the Community, Spring 2015

At the time 
of publica-
tion, the con-
gregation’s 
Associate 
Rabbi Search 
Committee, 
chaired by 
Jamie Butler, 
is preparing 

to welcome two rabbinic finalists for com-
munity-wide Shabbat weekend interviews. 
The committee hopes that a new Associate 
Rabbi will assume duties during the summer 
of 2015. As many of you know, Rabbi Charles 
Feinberg will begin a rabbinic sabbatical 
immediately after Passover, and will be leav-
ing the congregation at the end of June. We 
hope many of you will join us for a weekend 
of learning and celebration of Rabbi Fein-
berg’s achievements the weekend of June 
19–21. 

During the spring months, Rabbi Herb 
Schwartz—beloved member of the Adas 
community and lifelong senior pulpit rab-
bi—has agreed to come on board in an in-
terim capacity for the spring months to assist 
the clergy and community in meeting the 
wide range of rabbinic duties. 

Rabbi Schwartz, who originally hails from 
Chicago, received his master of Hebrew let-
ters from the Jewish Theological Seminary in 
1968 and was ordained at JTS in 1970. Subse-
quently, he received an honorary doctorate 
from that institution in 1995. Rabbi Schwartz 
married Sharon Karp in 1965 and they have 
three children—Rachel, Doniel, and Alisa.

Rabbi Schwartz has served three congre-
gations: Ohev Tzedek in Youngstown, OH;  
B’nai Jeshurun in Cleveland, OH; and Temple 
Beth El in Springfield, MA. He regarded him-
self first and foremost as a pastor and he 
helped steward his communities through the 

Passover Day 7, Friday, April 10
Schools/Offices Closed 

Office Closing

continued on page 19



4 • Chronicle  • April 2015

Thanks to a meaningful and significant contribution from beloved Adas 
member Jack Kay (z”l), the renovation and upgrade of the Kay Hall, Gildenhorn 
Foyer, and Wasserman Hall is about to begin. Construction will commence 
immediately after Pesach. The Kay Hall Renovation Design Committee, chaired 
by Ross Eisenman, and Ritter Norton Architects have achieved a beautiful 
design for the congregation, and construction will continue through summer 
2015. A plan is in place to have minimal impact on our congregational 
activities and programming during the construction phase. Generally 
speaking, congregational kiddushim and other receptions will take place in 
Cohen Hall (Gan Space) or on the Adas outdoor plaza during the spring—with 
such events usually slowing down during June, July, and August.

Kay Hall and the adjoining spaces are multifunctional and heavily used. Over 
the years, the space has become well-worn and is in need of some fundamental 
mechanical and aesthetic improvements. Having recently completed the trans-
formational renovation of our prayer and public entry-level spaces, the congre-
gation will update these other critical spaces to meet the functional needs of 
the community and to create a gathering, social, and worship environment that 
befits Jack Kay’s Shem Tov, good name. The congregation is deeply grateful to 
the members of the kay hall renovation design committee and the house and 
grounds committee for seeing this project through to completion.

Enjoy these concept renderings and brief renovation highlights:

Kay Hall
• Introducing a fine wooden accent wall (made of anigre wood), drawing 

guests into the room and connecting the space. The wall will feature 12 back-
lit slots, symbolizing the gathering of the 12 tribes of Israel, just as Kay Hall 
serves as a gathering space for the many cohorts in the Adas community. 

• Removing the heavy ceiling coffers (the nine low-hanging square boxes in 
the ceiling) and introducing a clean, connecting circle, which features an 
asymmetrical accent beam responding to the shape of the wooden accent 
wall beneath it. The circle has come to symbolize the unity and wholeness 
of community and of God’s presence, while the asymmetrical beam has 
come to symbolize the nuances and imperfection of the physical world, 
which are consistently willed into existence by the surrounding circle 
(God!)—a common theme expressed in many Hasidic teachings.

• Introducing gorgeous, laser-cut cherry wood window screens, evoking 
Middle Eastern design language. These screens will obscure the less 
pleasant views of the parking lot, but will allow for higher views of nature, 

From the President
A Conservative Synagogue
by Arnie Podgorsky

What does it 
mean to be a 
conservative 
synagogue? 
Conservative 
Judaism often 
is defined 
by what it is 
not: neither 
Orthodox 

nor Reform. It has been described as Hala-
chic, as its rabbis determine Halacha. The 
1950s essays of founders (see Tradition and 
Change [Burning Bush Press, 1958]) reveal 
few agreed-upon details. Those writers seem 
to have perceived wisely that the approach 
would evolve.

The past decade has seen fresh air. But as 
Pew’s numbers indicate, continuing stultifica-
tion means fewer Jews attracted to participate 
in Judaism. By contrast, an energetic, dynamic 
synagogue with creative, warm, and stimulat-
ing events attracts more to learn, practice, 
and celebrate. Just for starters, here are areas 
where I would begin discussion. I omit services 
because of space limitations, but also because 
the rabbis have that well in hand. 

Pesach teaches that community and Torah 
are obvious starting points. The community 
is Klal Yisrael—the whole of Yisrael. Klal Yisrael 
should never carve itself into movements 
or denominations. Jews in the Conservative 
stream should stand with all Jews, even those 
with whom we disagree. This is Torah (Moses 
quelled rebellion for good reason) and also 
very practical. Judaism is too small to be a 
house divided. And there is so much amazing 
knowledge and wisdom across all of Judaism. 
Conservative Judaism is an approach, not an 
institution or denomination. In practice, this 
means developing relationships and learning 
across lines, without judging even if we may 
feel judged. The unobservant or unstudied 
should be welcomed in the synagogue, as 
should the frum. We have so much to learn 
from each other that every gate should be 
open. We all are Jews.

Torah is our core. Through study, includ-
ing commentaries, midrashim, Talmud, Zohar, 
and other works, we learn the wisdom of 
Judaism through the ages, the depth behind 

continued on page 5

continued on page 17

Kay Hall Renovation Concept Renderings 
Beautiful and multifunctional gathering, social, and worship 
environments for the community to enjoy for years to come!
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Yom HaZikaron   
On this Memorial Day, the fourth of Iyar in the 
Hebrew calendar, we commemorate the soldiers 
who have fallen fighting for Israel’s independence 
and defending its security. In Israel, Yom 
HaZikaron is marked with sirens that alert people 
to stop all activity and honor the fallen. 

This holiday’s placement the day before Israeli 
Independence Day is intentional: the soldiers 
who give their lives were directly responsible for 
the existence of Israel as an independent state. 
In this way, a day of solemn commemoration can 
be followed by joyous celebration and song. This 
year Yom HaZikaron is observed on Wednesday, 
April 22 (from Hillel.org). d

Yom Ha’Atzmaut  
(Israel’s Independence Day) 
The anniversary of the modern State of Israel 
is a wonderful milestone for the State and 
for the Jewish people. This modern miracle 
is unparalleled in history. Yom Ha’Atzmaut is 
celebrated this year on Thursday, April 23. 

In celebration of Yom Ha’Atzmaut, please 
attend our morning minyan at 7:15 on Thursday, 
April 23. Join us as we celebrate modern Israel’s 
past, present, and future. d

trees, and sky, and flood the room with natural light. 

• Furnishing the space with brand-new carpets, wall coverings, a new 
wooden dance floor, and a state-of-the-art lighting system.

Gildenhorn Foyer
• Creating a new, all-glass entry portal from the lobby, surrounded by rich woods, 

to visually connect all three spaces (the lobby, the Gildenhorn, and the Kay).

• Overlapping the stone flooring from the lobby, spilling it into the top 
landing of the Gildenhorn to better connect the two spaces.

• Introducing an origami-shape, sculptural lighting feature in the center 
of the room, made of a unique stretched fabric material that generates a 
luminescent surface and a cloud-like emanation of flowing light.

• The doors to the Kay will be completely reimagined. Made entirely out 
of rich woods, they will recess into impressive vertical fins for a seamless 
visual entry experience. Above the main doors is a transparent visual point, 
offering a view straight to the back of the accent wall, further connecting 
all of the spaces and offering glimpses of the elements inside. One of 
the primary doors will be equipped with an automatic accessibility door 
opener. 

Wasserman Hall 
• In proving the functionality of the room making it more durable and appro-

priate for many of the varied activities including kid related activities that 
often occur in there.

• Improving the general aesthetics and lighting system to provide more light, 
continued on page 15

Kay Hall Renovation  continued from page 4
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Full Passover Service 
Schedule 2015/5775
Erev Pesach, Friday, Apr. 3 
7:15 am Morning Minyan-Pesach Siyyum  
 Service 
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
7:00 pm Adas Israel Community Seder 
7:00 pm Babysitting

Day 1, Saturday, Apr. 4 
9:15 am Pesach Clergy-Led Service 
9:30 am Traditional Egalitarian Minyan 
9:45 am Havurah Shabbat Service 
11:00 am Junior Congregation 
12:00 noon Pesach Kiddush

Day 2, Sunday, Apr. 5 
9:30 am Combined TEM and Clergy-Led  
 Service-Pesach 
11:00 am Junior Congregation 
12:00 noon Pesach Kiddush 
6:00 pm        Evening Minyan

Day 3, Monday, Apr. 6 
7:30 am Morning Minyan 
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

Day 4, Tuesday, Apr. 7 
7:30 am Morning Minyan 
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

Day 5, Wednesday, Apr. 8 
7:30 am        Morning Minyan 
6:00 pm        Evening Minyan 
7:30 pm        Mussar in Action

Day 6, Thursday, Apr. 9 
7:30 am        Morning Minyan 
6:00 pm        Evening Minyan

Day 7, Friday, Apr. 10 
7:30 am        Morning Minyan 
8:00 am        Morning Minyan Breakfast 
9:15 am        Combined Clergy-Led/TEM   
 Pesach Service  
5:30 pm        Kabbalat Shabbat Oneg 
6:00 pm        Kabbalat Shabbat 
6:30 pm        Traditional Lay-Led Shabbat   
 Service

Day 8, Saturday, Apr. 11 
9:15 am        Pesach Service 
9:30 am        TEM Pesach Service 
12:00 noon Congregational Kiddush 
6:00 pm        Shabbat Mincha/Maariv Services

holidays@adas
PASSOVER GUIDE 2015/5775
Passover is celebrated this year from Friday evening, April 3, through 
Saturday, April 11. The sedarim are held on Friday and Saturday nights, 
April 3 and 4.  All cleaning and preparations to make the house pesachdik 
(kosher for Passover) must be completed by 10:00 am on Friday, April 3. If you 
have any questions, please consult with the rabbis.

The rule against hametz on Pesach applies not only to eating but to 
enjoyment (hanaah) and also involves removing all hametz from one’s home. 
No hametz is even allowed to be in the possession of a Jew during Passover. 
To facilitate this cleaning, certain rituals are part of Passover preparations (the 
text for the ceremonies can be found in most haggadot):

• bedikat hametz—searching for crumbs of hametz
• bittul hametz—a formula for renouncing hametz inadvertently missed
• be’ur hametz—burning hametz 
• mehirat hametz—the sale of hametz

Mehirat Hametz
We are not always able to destroy or 
remove all of our hametz. Doing so 
could be economically disastrous. So 
the rabbis ordained that a symbolic 
sale is made of all the hametz to a non-
Jew in the community, who then sells 
it back to us after Pesach. The hametz 
is then no longer “in our possession.”  
This is normally done through the 
synagogue for the entire congregation. 
Please use the form in this issue of 
the Chronicle and send it to Rabbi 

Feinberg c/o Marcia Miller by Monday morning, March 30. It is only 
necessary to sell or destroy food stuffs; dishes and utensils are simply locked 
away in storage for the duration of the festival. 
Bedikat Hametz, Thursday Evening, April 2
The Search for Leaven, is a lovely 
home ceremony of searching for 
the leaven with a candle, feather, 
and wooden spoon, as an indication 
that all other preparations have 
been made. It is customarily done at 
nightfall (immediately after sunset) 
on the night before Passover when 
we search for and symbolically 
eliminate all remaining leavening 
from the house. This is an especially 
enjoyable ceremony for your children. 
The Kol Hamira formula for nullifying unseen hametz, which can be found at 
the beginning of many haggadot, should be recited at this time and in the 
morning when the hametz is disposed of.
The search is performed in the following manner:
a. Place 10 pieces of (visible size) bread in various locations throughout the 

house.
b. Recite the following blessing: Baruch ata Adonai Eloheinu melech ha-

olam asher kid-shanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivonu al biur hametz, and then 

continued on page 7
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holidays@adas continued

TEM-Led Shabbat Passover 
Service and Dinner 
Friday, April 10 @ 6:30 pm
Please join the Traditional Egalitarian Minyan for 
a Shabbat evening service, Friday, April 10, in the 
Biran Beit Midrash. This is also a Shabbat Chag ser-
vice on the seventh night of Passover. Following 
the service will be a communal Shabbat Passover 
dinner in the Youth Lounge, around 7:00 pm. 

Cost for the seder is $18 for adults, $12 for 
children ages 6–12, free for children ages 5 and 
under; maximum total cost for families is $55. To 
register, go to http://adasisrael.org/passover. d

Moss Haggadah

The Moss Haggadah is one of the most creative 
among the more than 3,000 editions of the Hag-
gadah. David Moss, who now lives in Israel, and is 
known worldwide as a Jewish calligrapher, made 
every page a unique artistic rendering. Drawing both 
on the text and its interpretations, he prepared the 
beautiful Haggadah in such a way as to make it ex-
quisite, evocative, and unique. The quality of his work 
makes it a source of study as well inspiration.

Adas Israel is fortunate to have acquired one of 
the Moss Haggadot through the generosity of Dr. 
Clement and Sandra Alpert. It is currently on display 
in the museum case opposite the Rabbis’ offices in a 
specially designed display case. The open pages are 
changed periodically to allow viewers to see and ap-
preciate this wonderful creation. We thank Clem and 
Sandra for enabling us to celebrate Passover in such a 
beautiful way. d

proceed (traditionally with a lighted candle, a feather, and a wooden 
spoon) to look for any leaven that can be found.

c. The pieces of bread should be gathered in a container, such as a small 
cardboard box.

d. After the 10 pieces, and whatever other leavened food, are gathered, 
recite the following declaration: “All manner of leaven that is in my 
possession which I have not seen or have not removed, or have no 
knowledge of, shall be null and disowned as the dust of the earth.”

Siyyum Bechorim, Friday Morning, April 3
The fast of the firstborn is a time-honored custom that recognizes God’s role 
in history. On the day before Passover, it is customary for the firstborn to fast 
as an expression of gratitude that he or she, unlike the Egyptians’ firstborn, 
was saved. However, if the firstborn attends a siyyum (a public completion of 
the study of a tractate of the Talmud) on the morning before Passover, he or 
she is exempted from fasting and may eat. Thus any firstborn who participates 
in the ceremony may eat. This is known as the Siyyum Bechorim. As do many 
congregations, we hold a siyyum (the celebration of concluding a section 
of the Mishna). Our Siyyum will take place as part of the morning minyan on 
Friday, April 3, at 7:15 am
Seudat Mitzvah
This small meal follows, and a firstborn who is present may eat and need not 
fast that day (following the Siyyum Bechorim).
Biur Hametz, Friday morning, April 3
This day should be treated as an ordinary Erev 
Pesach in regard to biur hametz (removal of 
hametz). Burning of the hametz should be 
completed by about 10:00 am. The stove 
should be koshered for Pesach. All cooking 
should be done in Pesach pots using only 
Pesach utensils. Food required for the first seder 
should be cooked at this time.

Burn your chametz at Adas Israel on 
Friday, April 3, at 9:15 am in the parking lot. 
First Seder, Friday Night, April 3  
Tradition encourages that the seder not begin until after sundown. 
CANDLELIGHTING TIMES: 
Friday, April 3: Light candles at 7:15 pm
Saturday, April 4: Light candles after 8:16 pm
Thursday, April 9: Light candles at 7:21 pm
Friday, April 10: Light candles at 7:22 pm
Memorial Candle: It is customary to light a memorial candle for departed 
family members before lighting the holy day candles.
The blessings recited are:   

Blessings for Pesach

x¥p wi¦l §c ©d§l Ep«̈E ¦v §e ,eiz̈Ÿe §v ¦n §A Ep «̈W §C ¦w  x ¤W£̀ ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi «¥dŸl-¡̀  ̈i§i  dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
 .aFh mFi l ¤W

.d¤G ©d  o ©n §G©l Ep«̈ri ¦B ¦d §e Ep «̈n§I ¦w §e Ep«̈i¡g ¤d ¤W ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi «¥dŸl-¡̀  ̈i§i  dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

 

Baruch ata Adonai Eloheinu melech ha-olam, asher kid-shanu b’mitzvotav 
v’tzeevanu l’hadleek ner shel Yom Tov.  Praised are You, Lord our God, Master 
of the universe, who has sanctified us with Your commandments and 
commanded us to light the festival candles.
And on the first night only:   

Blessings for Pesach

x¥p wi¦l §c ©d§l Ep«̈E ¦v §e ,eiz̈Ÿe §v ¦n §A Ep «̈W §C ¦w  x ¤W£̀ ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi «¥dŸl-¡̀  ̈i§i  dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
 .aFh mFi l ¤W

.d¤G ©d  o ©n §G©l Ep«̈ri ¦B ¦d §e Ep «̈n§I ¦w §e Ep«̈i¡g ¤d ¤W ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi «¥dŸl-¡̀  ̈i§i  dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
Baruch ata Adonai Eloheinu melech ha-olam, she’hecheyanu, v’kee’manu, v’heegee 
anu lazman hazeh. Praised are You, Lord our God, Master of the universe, who 
has kept us in life, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this season. d
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Scenes 
from this 

Year’s 
Purim 

Carnival
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ongoinglearning
Downtown Study Group
Tuesdays at noon  
 Apr. 14, May 12, June 9   
Join this highly motivated group, taught by 
Rabbis Steinlauf, Feinberg, and Holtzblatt, that 
has been meeting monthly in a downtown 
conference room for more than 25 years. The 
Downtown Study Group meets (mostly) on 
the second Tuesday of the month over lunch 
at a convenient downtown location to study 
texts and grapple with powerful Jewish issues. 

The intellectual level of the group ensures 
that every session is challenging, intellectually 
satisfying, and horizon-broadening. This cohe-
sive group welcomes new members. This class 
is open to the community. 

There is no charge for the class, but there 
is a fee for lunch. For more information, 
please contact Beryl Saltman, Beryl.Saltman@
adasisrael.org. d

fortable. I wondered if that politician shared the 
same kind of nuanced love of Israel that I feel. Or, 
I wondered, did his religious certainty preclude 
looking at the whole picture of Israel—the good 
and bad, the successes along with the failures. 
Was his love of Israel based on the reality of 
Israel, or was it based on a romanticized ideal of 
the Holy Land that he lovingly described seeing 
in pictures in the back of his childhood Bible. As 
a Jew, I read the Hebrew Eretz HaKodesh, not to 
mean “The Holy Land,” but rather the “Land of the 
Holy”: the land’s holiness is rooted in the building 
of a Godly and holy society on that land.

And so I took another deep breath and contin-
ued to speak to the reporter. I said that I deeply 
appreciate AIPAC’s efforts to present voices from 
both the right and the left at the conference. And, I 
continued, when I think about Israel’s challenges, I 
stand for an approach that is pragmatic and based 
firmly in the realities on the ground. My wish is 
that no matter what happens, we put human 
beings—all human beings in Eretz HaKodesh—
first and foremost; that we work for compromise, 
pluralism, and respond to the diversity of  needs 
in the Jewish State. We are committed to Israel to 
become a Light to the Nations just as it is a secure 
Jewish homeland. Real human beings and their 
experiences are where we must seek solutions to 
Israel’s problems. This is where we must find God’s 
presence in Israel as Eretz HaKodesh. d

Rabbi Gil Steinlauf  
continued from page 3

Featuring Naftali and Anna 
Hanau: Co-Founders of  
Grow and Behold 
Sunday, April 26 @ 10:00 am–1:00 pm 
Judaism acknowledges almost every major 
holiday with a festive feast. We go out of our way 
to make blessings before and after consuming any 
food or drink. We’ve developed an architectural 
code of eating in holiness that we all know 
as kashrut. So what’s all that about? April @ 
MakomDC is all about cooking, eating, loving our 
bodies, loving our flavors, and exploring what it 
means to be truly grateful for and connected to 
this most basic human activity.
The Program
We will be learning with Anna and Naftali about ethical and environmental 
issues related to meat production, Hilchot Shechita—laws of kosher 
slaughter—and what it takes to run a family-owned kosher meat business. 
In addition, we will watch a demonstration of an actual chicken shechita 
and learn how to pluck, soak, and salt the birds. The entire program will 
run for three hours. Space is limited, so register now at www.adasisrael.org/
makomdc-april/.  
Featured Speakers

Naftali is a shochet (ritual 
slaughterer), m’naker (ritual 
butcher), farmer, and professional 
horticulturalist. Anna Hanau is 
probably the only new mom 
in Brownstone Brooklyn who 
lists “tractor operation” and “on-
farm slaughter” as skills on her 
resume. Grow and Behold brings 

delicious OU Glatt Kosher pastured meats raised on small family farms to 
buyers all over the United States. 

Additional Food Month Programming:
Paper Love: Searching for the Girl My 
Grandfather Left Behind 
Tuesday, April 28 @ 7:30 pm  
Book Chat with author Sarah Wildman about her 
journey to discover the fate of the young woman her 
grandfather loved and then lost when he fled pre-
WWII Europe.

Boker Ohr with Rabbi Feinberg 
Saturday mornings, 8:00–9:15 am  
Boker Ohr meets every Saturday morning at  
8:00 am with the weekly portion as its focus. d

April: Food
makomDC
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Memorial Plaques
New Memorial Plaques 
Dedication, April 11

Dedication of new memorial plaques will take 
place during the Passover Yizkor Service, Sat-
urday, April 11 (the service begins at 9:15 am 
and Yizkor is at 11:00 am). We will formally 
dedicate all new memorial nameplates in-
stalled since last Passover. 

In loving remembrance these names have 
been recently inscribed on the Memorial 
Boards in the Charles E. Smith Sanctuary:

May their memory be a blessing.

Memorial plaques are a traditional and dig-
nified way of honoring your dear departed. 
Each memorial plaque bears the name and 
yahrzeit date of a loved one. The memorial 
light adjoining the plaque is illuminated on 
every yahrzeit and for every Yizkor service. 
These plaques are truly perpetual memorials.

The cost is $750 per nameplate. If you are 
interested, please call Elinor Tattar at the syn-
agogue office, 202-362-4433 d

B’nai Mitzvah 
Nicholas Pine, April 18,
Nicholas Cogan Pine is the son of Debbie and Phil 
Pine and the brother of Courtney Pine. He is a seventh 
grader at the Maret School in Washington, DC, and a 
third-generation member of Adas Israel. Nick attends 
the Ma’alot program at the Estelle & Melvin Gelman 
religious school. He celebrates his bar mitzvah with 
his grandparents, Patty Perkins Andringa and Betsy 

and Henry Tucker, and other relatives and friends. For his mitzvah project, Nick is 
working with the Bambas Foundation to collect socks for local shelters.

Jack Fidler, April 25
Jack, son of Jody and Philip Fidler, is an eighth grad-
er at Westland Middle School. He shares his simcha 
with his brother Max, his sister Anastasia, and the 
rest of his family and friends. Jack’s Jewish educa-
tion and identity were built by the Estelle & Melvin 
Gelman Religious School and Camp Young Judaea. 
He is conducting an extensive mitzvah project that 

includes an upcoming fundraiser for the American Lung Association. 
Alexander Isaac, April 25 (TEM)
Alex, son of Alzbeta Klein and Howard Isaac, is a 
seventh grader at the Charles E. Smith Jewish Day 
School and began his Jewish education at Gan HaY-
eled. He celebrates his bar mitzvah with his grand-
parents, Erika and Albert Klein, his sister Juliana, his 
uncle Peter, and other friends and family at home 
and in Israel, Slovakia, Chile, Canada, and England. 

At this special time, Alex remembers his grandparents, Goldie and William 
Isaac, as well as his uncle David Isaac (z”l). Alex is named after his grandfather, 
William Isaac, and other members of the Klein and Isaac families.

Sadie Rosenthal, May 2
Sadie, daughter of Dan and Aviva Rosenthal, is a 
sixth grader at Georgetown Day School. She began 
her Jewish education at Kehillat Israel Early Child-
hood Center in Pacific Palisades, CA. Since moving 
to Bethesda in 2010, she has been a student at the 
Estelle & Melvin Gelman Religious School and spends 
her summers at Camp Ramah in New England. She 

shares this simcha with her younger sister Stella (a “Puppy” in the Gan); her 
grandparents Harris and Shoshana Rosenthal and Elliot and Carolyn Steinberg; 
and other family and friends. At this special time Sadie thinks of her great 
grandmothers, Dorothy Bell and Anne Steinberg, of blessed memory,  who 
were such a special part of her early years. For her mitzvah project Sadie is rais-
ing funds for the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

Maia Hoffenberg, May 2 (TEM)
Maia Hoffenberg, daughter of Jackie and Mark 
Hoffenberg, is a sixth grader at the Jewish Primary 
Day School NC, which she has attended since 
kindergarten. She began her Jewish education at 
Gan HaYeled. Maia celebrates her bat mitzvah with 
her brother, Eli, and sister, Anna; her grandparents 
Helena and David Hershkowitz and Shirley Hoffen-

lifecycle

continued on page 11, left column
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berg; and many other family members and friends. At this time, she thinks 
with love about her grandfather, Monte Hoffenberg, of blessed memory, for 
whom she is named. For her mitzvah project, Maia is raising money for ARC 
for Africa, which helps underprivileged children in South Africa. Passionate 
about art, Maia has turned some of her drawings into notecards, and is giv-
ing sets of them to anyone who donates to ARC for Africa. 
In Memoriam
We mourn the loss of synagogue members: 
Dr. Theodore Miller 
Dorothy Wolf Linowes

Life Cycle Information
When Death Occurs
When death occurs, please call the synagogue office, 202-362-4433, so that 
we may inform the clergy and be of assistance. During business hours, ask 
for  Carole Klein. After business hours, a staff member on call may be reached 
by calling the synagogue office at the number above and pressing “2” to be 
connected automatically, or by calling the answering service, 301-421-5271, 
which will page the staff member on call. On Yom Tov and Shabbat, even 
though detailed funeral arrangements should not be made, a staff member 
on call can still be reached at 301-421-5271.

Cemetery Hours
Visitation at the Adas Israel Cemetery is by appointment only. Contact Carole 
Klein at the synagogue office (202-362-4433) to schedule a visit.

Adas Israel Community Mikvah
Our mikvah is a sacred space where Jews can 
mark life transitions with powerful physical 
ritual. Immersing in a mikvah connects the 
body to the water cycle of our planet and to 
the sources of life. People visit our mikvah to 
observe the mitzvah of monthly immersion; 

to celebrate s’machot; to find strength during a difficult time; to pray for 
healing; to reflect on the meaning of becoming a bride, groom, or bar or bat 
mitzvah; to convert to Judaism; and to prepare physically and spiritually for 
chagim. To learn more about our mikvah or to schedule an appointment, 
contact Naomi Malka, 202-841-8776 or mikvah@ adasisrael.org. For more 
information, visit adasisrael.org/mikvah.  d

Yom Huledet Sameach! 
Very special birthdays for very special members! 
We again want to 
wish two special 
congregants happy 
milestone birth-
days.  Lil Wolloch 
will turn 104 on 
April 13, and Clem 
Alpert will turn 103 
on April 23.  May 
they have much 
strength, joy, and happiness as they celebrate their birthdays!  d

musicnoteslifecycle continued from page 10

Save the Date!
Jewish Music—A Journey 
Through Time 
Sunday, May 31, 7:00 pm
Come travel 
through the 
ages. Enjoy the 
magnificent 
voices of guest 
cantors and 
our own Cantor 
Arianne Brown, 
along with other 
special guests, for 
a dazzling musical journey through time. RSVP 
to Carol Ansell, 202-362-4433 or carol.ansell@
adasisrael.org, at the synagogue.   d

A big thank you to the amazing community 
members who opened their homes to the sixty-
odd wonderful student singers of Kol HaOlam! 
We have two families who took eight kids apiece 
. . . truly samurai of hachnasat orchim. Todah 
rabba to Steve Rabinowitz & Laurie Moskowitz, 
Sandy & Bonnie Roskes, Debbie Isser & Benjamin 
Herzberg, Judith Hellerstein, Maya Bernstein, 
The Maisels Family, Joanne Kenen & Ken Cohen, 
Bill Levenson, Mirele & Nadav Kessous (first-
time hosts), Gilah Langner & David Drelich, Jeff 
Goodell & Beth Kanter Mark, Katkov & Ellen 
Hamilton, Rabbi Randy & Cantor Ari Brown (first-
time hosts),  The Docter-Loeb Family (took eight 
kids), and Ken Goldstein (took eight kids).  d
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
29 30 31 1 2 3 EREV PESACH 4 PESACH DAy 1

5 PESACH DAy 2 6 CHol HAMoED PESACH 7 CHol HAMoED PESACH 8 CHol HAMoED PESACH 9 CHol HAMoED PESACH 10 PESACH DAy 7 11 PESACH DAy 8

12 13 14 15 16 yoM HASHoAH 17 18 Parshat shemini 

19 20  RoSH CHoDESH IyAR 21 22 yoM HAZIkARon obSERVED 23 yoM HA’AtZMAut obSERVED 24 25 Parshat tazria/metzora

26 27 28 29 30 1 2  Parshat ahare mot/Kedoshim
7:30 am Morning Minyan
10:30 am Coffee Club: Parents and babies
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
7:00 pm JSC Classes
8:00 pm JMCW Mindful yoga Flow

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:15 am Morning Awakening with 

Rabbi lauren
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
7:30 pm JMCW Meditation Session
7:30 pm Adas book Chat with Sarah Wildman

8:00 am boker ohr Parashat Hashavuah Class
9:30 am Shabbat Morning Service;

bat Mitzvah: Sadie Rosenthal;
Sermon by Rabbi Steinlauf

9:30 am traditional Egalitarian Minyan with 
Rabbi Holtzblatt; 
bat Mitzvah: Maia Hoffenberg

9:45 am Havurah Shabbat Service
11:00 am tot Shabbat
11:00 am netivot

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:00 am GAn Parent-tot Playgroup
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
11:20 am Gan Shabbat Sing
5:30 pm kabbalat Shabbat oneg
6:00 pm kabbalat Shabbat
6:30 pm Shir Delight Happy Hour
7:30 pm
8:00 pm

Shir Delight Service;  
D’var torah by Rabbi Steinlauf

8:30 pm Shir Delight Dinner

9 Nisan 10 Nisan 11 Nisan 12 Nisan 13 Nisan 14 Nisan 15 Nisan

9:00 am Morning Minyan
10:00 am naftali Hanau lecture on kashrut
10:00 am JMCW yoga Stretch
11:00 am JMCW Mindful yoga Flow
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

9:00 am Morning Minyan
10:00 am JMCW yoga Stretch
11:00 am JMCW Mindful yoga Flow
4:00 pm kolot Halev Concert
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
8:45 am Mikvah Mondays
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:15 am Morning Awakening with 

Rabbi lauren
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
7:00 pm Conversion Course
7:30 pm JMCW Meditation Session

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
6:30 pm Executive Committee Meeting
8:00 pm JMCW Mindful yoga Flow

9:30 am Combined Clergy-led/tEM 
Pesach Service; 
D’var torah by Rabbi Schwartz

11:00 am Junior Congregation
12:00 pm Pesach kiddush
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan 
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

9:00 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:15 am Morning Awakening with 

Rabbi lauren
10:00 am Sisterhood taste of tanach
12:00 pm Downtown Study Group (off-site)
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
6:30 pm Anne Frank House board Meeting
7:00 pm Conversion Course
7:30 pm Spiritual Parenting Program
7:30 pm JMCW Meditation Session

9:00 am Morning Minyan
10:00 am Garden of the Righteous Program 

honoring the memory of  
Aristides de Sousa Mendes

10:00 am JMCW yoga Stretch
11:00 am JMCW Mindful yoga Flow
12:00 pm Garden of the Righteous Reception
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
Rosh Chodesh Iyar breakfast 
sponsored by the Goldstein Rosh  
Chodesh Minyan breakfast Fund

6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:15 am Morning Awakening with 

Rabbi lauren
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
7:00 pm Conversion Course
7:30 pm JMCW Meditation Session

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:00 am RA Meeting
10:30 am Coffee Club: Parents and babies
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
6:30 pm board of Directors Meeting
7:00 pm JSC Classes
8:00 pm JMCW Mindful yoga Flow

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan/
10:30 am Rabbi lauren with the Gan
10:30 am Coffee Club: Parents and babies
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
6:30 pm Religious Practices Committee Mtg.
7:00 pm yP kavanah Experience–Earth Day
7:00 pm JSC Classes
7:30 pm Mussar in Action

7:30 am Morning Minyan
8:45 am Mikvah Mondays
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES: Please turn off cell phones and pagers before entering services. 

Charles E. Smith Sanctuary: Join us for our Shabbat morning services in the renewed Charles E. 
Smith Sanctuary, the synagogue's largest worship space, led by our inspiring Rabbi and Cantor. The 
service includes a D'var Torah and sermon by the Rabbi and often includes participation by members 
and B'nai Mitzvah.
Traditional Egalitarian Minyan (TEM): Every Shabbat morning  at 9:30 am, with the Torah service around 

10:30 am. Led by laypeople with the occasional assistance of Adas clergy, the TEM is a participatory ser-
vice with a full P’sukei D’Zimrah (introductory Psalms), Shacharit, and Musaf, a complete reading of the 
weekly Torah portion, and a d’var Torah. For more information, e-mail traditionalminyan@adasisrael.org. 
Havurah Service: Lay-led, participatory service at 9:45 am. Rotating volunteers lead services, read To-
rah, and conduct an in-depth discussion of the weekly Torah portion. A kiddush follows the service. For 
additional information and to participate, e-mail havurah@adasisrael.org. 
Youth Shabbat Services: Starting with Tot Shabbat for children ages 5 and under led by Menuhah Peters. 

Netivot, for students in grades K–3, is led by Linda Yitzchak, Allison Redisch, Rina Bardin, and/or Naomi 
Michaelis. Junior Congregation, for grades 4–6, is led by David Smolar and/or the Steinsaltz Ambassadors. 
‘Dial-in’ for Programs & Services: If you are unable to attend programs, lectures, or services, dial in to 
hear them. Call 202-686-8405.
Library Open on Shabbat: Our third-floor library is open on Shabbat following services. You may sign out 
materials using our “no-writing Shabbat method,” explained in signs on the check-out desks. For assistance 
during the week, contact our Director of Library Services, Robin Jacobson (librarian@adasisrael.org).

16 Nisan 17 Nisan 18 Nisan 19 Nisan 20 Nisan 21 Nisan 22 Nisan

9:15 am Pesach Morning Service
D’var torah by Rabbi Steinlauf

9:30 am traditional Egalitarian Minyan
9:45 am Havurah Pesach Service
11:00 am Junior Congregation
12:00 pm Pesach Congregational kiddush
6:00 pm Mincha Service
8:15 pm Havdalah

9:15 am
11:00 am

Shabbat/Pesach Morning Service; 
yizkor;
D’var torah by Rabbi Steinlauf

9:30 am tEM Pesach Service
11:00 am tot Shabbat
12:00 pm Congregational kiddush
6:00 pm Shabbat Mincha/Maariv Services
8:22 pm Havdalah

8:00 am boker ohr Parashat Hashavuah Class
9:30 am Shabbat Morning Service; 

bar Mitzvah: nicholas Pine; 
Sermon by Rabbi Steinlauf

9:30 am traditional Egalitarian Minyan
9:45 am Havurah Shabbat Service
10:00 am learners’ Minyan with Rabbi Feinberg
11:00 am tot Shabbat
11:00 am netivot
11:00 am Junior Congregation

12:00 pm Congregational kiddush
12:30 pm Havurah Shabbat kiddush
6:00 pm Shabbat Mincha/Maariv Services
8:28 pm Havdalah

8:00 am boker ohr Parashat Hashavuah Class
9:30 am Shabbat Morning Service; 

bar Mitzvah: Jack Fidler; 
Sermon by Rabbi Steinlauf

9:30 am traditional Egalitarian Minyan 
with Rabbi Feinberg; 
bar Mitzvah: Alexander Isaac

11:00 am tot Shabbat

11:00 am netivot
12:00 pm Congregational kiddush
6:00 pm Shabbat Mincha/Maariv Services
8:35 pm Havdalah 

11:00 am Junior Congregation
12:00 pm Congregational kiddush
12:30 pm Havurah Shabbat kiddush
6:00 pm Shabbat Mincha/Maariv Services
8:42 pm Havdalah 
7:00 pm kadima Event

23 Nisan 24 Nisan 25 Nisan 26 Nisan 27 Nisan 28 Nisan 29 Nisan

30 Nisan 1 Iyar 2 Iyar 3 Iyar 4 Iyar 5 Iyar 6 Iyar

7 Iyar 8 Iyar 9 Iyar 10 Iyar 11 Iyar 12 Iyar 13 Iyar

7:30 am Morning Minyan
11:20 am Gan Shabbat Sing
5:00 pm Happy Half-Hour
5:30 pm kabbalat Shabbat oneg
5:30 pm young Family Shabbat Service with Rabbi Feinberg & 

Robyn Helzner
6:00 pm kabbalat Shabbat; D’var torah by Rabbi Steinlauf
6:30 pm young Family Shabbat Dinner

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:00 am GAn Parent-tot Playgroup
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:00 am GAn Parent-tot Playgroup
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:15 am Morning Minyan 
9:00 am GAn Parent-tot Playgroup
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:28 pm

7:30 am Morning Minyan
11:20 am Gan Shabbat Sing
5:30 pm kabbalat Shabbat oneg
6:00 pm l’Dor VaDor Shabbat Service (5th grade) with Rabbi 

Steinlauf & Cantor brown
7:00 pm l’Dor VaDor Shabbat Dinner

7:42 pm

7:35 pm

9:15 am Combined Clergy-led tEM Pesach  
Service; D’var torah by Rabbi Schwartz

6:00 pm traditional lay-led Shabbat/Pesach Service
7:00 pm Pesach Dinner in youth lounge

7:15 am Morning Minyan–Pesach Siyyum 
Service

6:00 pm kabbalat Shabbat
7:00 pm Adas Israel Community Seder
7:00 pm babysitting

7:22 pm7:21 pm7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:15 pm

april2015
nisan–iyar 5775

after
8:16 pm
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Gan HaYeled 
With Passover sederim starting our month 
and our trip to Israel later on, the Gan is 
a busy place this April. As is our tradition, 
older classes gather in the Gan Space to 
have a seder-like experience. Each class 
prepares one item for the seder plate, 
and we recite blessings. We sing the Four 
Questions as a group and enjoy searching 
for the afikomen.

To celebrate Yom Ha’Atzmaut, we “fly” 
as a school to Israel on El Al “Flight 1234.” 
We fly at an altitude of zero feet and arrive 
within five minutes, giving us just enough 
time for an in-flight movie. Once we land, 
we visit a “kibbutz,” an “orange grove” to 
squeeze our own juice, the “Kotel,” a “café” 

to eat hummus and falafel, and a “beach” at “Eilat.” We also do some Israeli 
dancing (with the incomparable Robyn Helzner) and return to the Gan just in 
time to go home.

Spring is a time of fresh growth and renewal—and it’s time to renew your 
application to the Gan (or apply fresh!) Offering part-day, part-week, and full-
day/12- month options, the Gan has programs to meet almost any schedule. 
Make the Gan your choice for a high-quality Jewish preschool. Visit our web-
site, www.adasisrael.org/gan, to learn more and register online!

It’s April, but it’s not too late to register for Sweet Summertime! This camp 
program is available for two-week sessions beginning June 15 and running 
through August 7. To register, visit the Gan website, adasisrael.org/gan.
Introducing HaMakom, a low-sensory room for kids

The Nursery School at 
Adas Israel Congregation, 
affectionately known 
as “the Gan,” has a rich 
history of recognizing 
the unique gifts that 
every child brings to the 
community. To provide 
an enriched preschool 
experience to all of the 
community’s children, the 
Gan has created an envi-

ronment that understands the individual needs of all its students. 
To that end, the Gan is thrilled to announce the creation of HaMakom, 

literally translated from Hebrew as “The Place.” This space, unique to Adas 
Israel’s Nursery School, was created as a unique sensory experience for Gan 
students. HaMakom teaches Gan children how to recognize when their bod-
ies need a break, and then offers a space to regain control so they can suc-
cessfully return to the classroom environment.

Children in preschool are learning about themselves and their environ-
ment every day. They are surrounded by sights, sounds, smells, tastes, and 
textures—all of which contribute to their sensory experience. Every child—
and, for that matter, every person—is tasked with regulating how his or her 
mind and body adapt to that sensory input. 

educationupdate

Weekly Gan Events:

Story Time in Library, 
Tuesday mornings, 10:00 am
Drop-In Play Group 
Thursday mornings, 9:00 am

Coffee Club for Parents 
of Our Youngest Adas 
Members

Drop in Wednesday mornings any time 
between 10:30 and 11:30 am to meet other 
parents of babies. Use our Keurig to make 
your coffee or bring your own. Either way, 
you’re sure to make a new friend or run 
into people you know. The cozy corner 
of the Beit Midrash is the place to be on 
Wednesday morning if you have a baby!

Some of the best Adas ideas come 
from congregants, and this gathering was 
suggested by new member Sharon Cohen 
as a way for her to meet other parents with 
babies. Come get to know Sharon and 
schmooze.

continued on page 23
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Religious School
Time goes by . . . 
Whether it’s the “525,600 minutes,” as noted by Jonathan Larson’s cast in Rent; 
Joni Mitchell’s “carousel of time” in her song, “The Circle Game”; or the Beatles 
wondering, “Will you still need me, will you still feed me, when I’m 64?” our 
world is obsessed with the counting and passage of time. 

As Passover comes and we begin counting the Omer, Judaism gives us 
not just another vehicle to count the days, but also a tool with which to hold 
ourselves accountable. The days between our exodus from Egypt and the 
moment when we receive Torah are not simply days of wandering the desert. 
Without attention or intention, they could easily be relegated to the category 
of liminal time—neither here nor there. But with focus and energy, those in-
between days have the potential to become the foundation that readies us 
for the gift of Torah. Those days become part of the project of making mean-
ing of our world, of recounting where we have been, and of preparing our 
hearts and minds to engage in a new way. 

As “the seasons go ’round and ’round,” we wonder “how do you measure a 
year?” and we ask, “Will you still need me?” We could simply pass the time imag-
ining what the next days might bring, or we can engage the moment at hand, 
using it to help build what will come with tomorrow. May the blessing of this 
year’s Omer be an ability to be present, to transform minutes into moments, 
and to prepare ourselves for whatever miraculous experiences may lie ahead.     

—Rabbi Kerrith Rosenbaum, Director of Education
Shalom, Chevre,
As we prepare for Pesach and 
welcome the warm weather and 
cherry blossoms back into our 
lives, I invite you to enjoy these 
photos to see what Youth@AI 
has been up to during the last 
few winter months.

Now that spring is here , 
please check out our website 
(www.adasisrael.org/youth) for 
upcoming program details, or e-
mail Rich.Dinetz@adasisrael.org 
to receive our biweekly Youth Blast, which contains upcoming Youth@AI info 
as well as other fun community events for youth and teens.

USY—Mark your calendars for April 24–26 and join AIUSY at the Seaboard 
Region USY Spring Convention. Check our website or e-mail USY@adasisrael.
org for more information.                                         —Rich Dinetz, Youth Director

The Art of Pesach 
An essential mitzvah 
of Pesach is the telling 
of the Exodus story, 
highlighted in the 
Maggid section of the 
seder. In Maggid, we 
read the account of 
the Four Children: the 
wise child, the wicked 

April School and Youth 
Calendar 
5–12: No School (Pesach)

14: Ma’alot Yom HaShoah Program 

19: Garden of the Righteous Ceremony

24: Fifth-grade L’Dor VaDor

25: Kabbalat Torah: B’nai Mitzvah Class of 
5778 members receive their Torah Portion 
and Bar/Bat Mitzvah date

26: Third-grade Chagigat HaSiddur

The Art of Pesach continued from left column

Renovations continued from page 5

continued on right column
This image is a featured part of the Rabbinical Assembly (U.S.A. Conservative 
movement) haggadah, A Feast of Freedom.

child, the simple child, and the child who does 
not know to ask. In telling and retelling the 
Exodus story, we are reminded of the diverse 
perspectives and personalities of our audience, 
represented by these four archetypes. Many 
understandings of the Four Children exist in our 
tradition, perhaps most prominently portrayed 
in Jewish art. One unique take on the four sons 
is that of Israeli graphic designer Dan Reisinger. 
In his depiction of the Four Children, Reisinger 
uses torn paper in four colors to depict four 
almost identical silhouettes. Each child’s image 
is made up of a unique arrangement of the same 
colors. Instead of labeling each individual as 
wise, wicked, simple, or unable to ask, Reisinger 
seems to illustrate the case of the 19th-century 
rabbi and father of the Mussar movement, 
Rabbi Israel Salanter, that “Each of us contains all 
aspects of all four children.” We are all complex 
and multifaceted; while no two of us are exactly 
alike, we all share basic traits. It is this chaos, this 
inherent messiness that makes us exceptional yet 
equal. This nuanced understanding of ourselves 
explains how our interpretation of the Pesach 
story can change as we learn and grow, taking on 
new meaning each year.          —Yoni Buckman d

and introducing a more inviting nature into this 
small space. 

• Introducing an accent wall at the back of the room 
sculpted out of three-dimensional wall panels, and 
washed with sophisticated LED lighting.

• Improving the accessibility ramp for easier 
wheelchair access to the space.

• Furnishing the space with brand-new carpets, 
wall coverings, and a state-of-the-art lighting 
system. d
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Join Sisterhood Today! 
The first step in being part of Sisterhood is to become a member! Here’s how. 
To send in your dues for 5775, make your membership check payable to Adas 
Israel Sisterhood (Basic Membership = $36; Contributor = $54; Patron = $72; 
Other = $___) and provide your contact information. Send to Treasurer Dava 
Berkman, 2475 Virginia Avenue, NW, Apt. 803, Washington, DC 20037.

Upcoming Events
Celebrate Seaboard Region’s 70th Anniversary 
Celebration 
“Seaboard Celebrates 70 Years” on Sunday, May 3, at Kehilat Shalom in 
Gaithersburg, MD. Adas Israel Sisterhood is part of the Seaboard Region. Join 
Barbara Ezring, Women’s League of Conservative Judaism consultant, and 
past presidents of Seaboard Region for an exciting installation celebration 
with a version of the “speedfest” from Convention with varied informative 
topics. Watch for additional information and registration forms. 

ongoing Activities
‘Sisterhood in the Community’ 
“Sisterhood in the Community”—a new program chaired by Mary Hammer, 
is a series of small, home-based brunches to welcome and get to know new 
members in a variety of neighborhoods. Three brunches have been held in 
March; look for more in the coming months. If you’re interested in attending or 
hosting a brunch, please contact Marcy Feuerstein, mfeuerst@hotmail.com.

Recent Events
Sisterhood Goes to the Movies 
On Sunday, February 22, a number of 
sisters and their friends braved the 
aftermath of the previous day’s snowstorm 
to continue Sisterhood’s annual movie-
going tradition in its fourth year. They 
trekked over the snowbanks to the AFI 
Silver Theater for the Mid-Atlantic premier 
of The Muses of Isaac Bashevis Singer, part 
of the annual Washington Jewish Film 
Festival. The documentary deals with 
the translators and collaborators whom 
Singer chose to enable him to bring his 
work, written in his native Yiddish, to a wider audience. The film makes a 
case that the work of these women was instrumental in propelling Singer to 
international fame and a Nobel Prize. 

Afterward, the film’s Israeli director, Asaf Galay, fielded questions. We 
extend our appreciation and compliments to chair Judy Melamed for 
planning such a delightful afternoon. 
WLCJ Seaboard Region’s ‘Chai’ Tea 
On March 15, Adas Israel Sisterhood hosted this annual event honoring those 
who contributed at least $18 (chai) to the Torah Fund campaign. Hosting 
rotates among participating synagogues. Torah Fund provides scholarships 
to those studying to be rabbis, cantors, and educators and is critical to the 
future of the Conservative/Masorti movement. 

Attendees came from throughout the Seaboard region of Women’s 
League, including Maryland, Virginia, other DC-area synagogues. Present 
were Debbi Goldich, International Torah Fund chair; region president Sue 

sisterhoodnews
Ruth & Simon Albert
Sisterhood Gift Shop
Are you ready for Passover? 
Come in and see our fantastic 
array of seder plates—
traditional, modern, you name it. 

202-364-2888
adasgiftshop@gmail.com

Gift Shop Hours:
Sunday–Monday, Wednesday–Friday,
9:30 am–12:30 pm
Tuesday, 9:30 am–3:00 pm &  
6:15–8:00 pm
Every purchase benefits Adas Israel Congregation.

continued on page 17, right
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observance, the profound meaning of Oneness, and how to live happier, better 
balanced and loving lives day by day. Torah study also enhances community. 
Learning in groups fosters deep and warm bonds, teaching humility and chesed, 
fostering respect and warmth. Torah study infuses Klal Yisrael with meaning and 
depth, sustaining it through millennia. Styles may change, but learning is oil for 
the lamp of Judaism. 

Learning takes many forms. It should begin during childhood with pleas-
ant but serious religious school curricula. Because Hebrew literacy adds much 
depth to study, learning should include at least basic Hebrew. Adults at the 
Conservative synagogue have very disparate backgrounds, some just begin-
ning to learn and participate and others learned and skilled. The synagogue 
should serve all. For those just beginning it should demonstrate the sweetness 
of study and involvement through varied paths, many innovative and enter-
taining. For those more studied, opportunities to learn at greater depth are 
critical. Needless to say, there will be much happy overlap.

What of God? Outside the liturgy, Conservative Judaism often evades dis-
cussion of God. Is it fear that congregants will find talk of God too “religious” 
and turn away? For good reason adults will reject a juvenile concept of God. 
Respectfully, study is necessary to grasp deeper, more satisfying concepts. 
Few of us can grasp the ineffable and incomprehensible without deep and 
sustained learning. Texts through the ages teach us how to discuss and 
perceive God in a natural, appealing, and mature way. While Judaism does 
not require belief (Maimonides might disagree), a Conservative synagogue 
should teach about God in much more than its liturgy. 

What of observance and Halacha? The synagogue should model obser-
vance. Mitzvot are the actions we take to live our Torah. If we do not encour-
age performance of mitzvot, then study may be dryly abstract—like learning 
song without singing. Some of us will emphasize regular davening, others 
kashrut, and still others the nature of their relationships. The clergy should 
walk in the ways of Torah comprehensively. In our secular society we need 
strong teaching and modeling. 

Halacha—now here is a challenge. Halacha is law and law evolves, 
thoughtfully, not merely to conform to style. Some Jews focus on the 
Shulchan Aruch from the 1500s, which codifies much custom and practice 
with us today. It is wonderful in many respects, but others need a Halachic 
system that eases life in the diaspora while remaining true to Torah. The 
Rabbinic Assembly does wonderful work (see its website), but the subjects 
can seem random. The RA’s work is influential, but is poorly publicized and 
infrequently taught. Our rabbis could teach more about the evolution of 
Halacha and shape it in more areas, preserving Torah, avoiding the influ-
ence of style or politics. 

Happily, the synagogue also is social. Relationships are all about commu-
nity, Torah, and observance. For example, if we learn to see each other’s ne-
shama, we will want to spend warm time with each other and diminish con-
tentiousness. The synagogue should organize events that bring us together, 
help us meet and know each other, and experience happiness and joy.

Last but not least is Israel. There is no Klal Yisrael without Israel. Like Israe-
lis, we will hold diverse views about Israeli politics and policy, but regardless 
of disagreement, Israel needs our support. A large part of world Jewry is in 
Israel. We cannot honor the Klal or live to Torah if we turn away. The Conser-
vative synagogue should support Israel openly, organize regular travel there, 
and help sustain it openly, without fear, through the efforts of its rabbis or lay 
leaders. d

Taffet; and the region Torah Fund chair Bobbi 
Gorban. The featured speaker was Connie Krupin, 
author of A Time to Be Born—A Jewish Baby 
Journal. She discussed the origin and meaning of 
our surnames, focusing on those attendees who 
had submitted their names beforehand. Those 
from our Sisterhood involved in organizing the 
tea were Marcy Feuerstein, Lisa Kleine, WLCJ 
Liaison Myra Promisel, and Joyce Stern.

Torah Fund
The Torah Fund “Chai” 
Tea is past, but the 
campaign continues. 
We are halfway toward 
our 5775 goal of 
$12,000. Please send 
your check in any 
amount, payable to 
Torah Fund, to TF Chair 
Gerry Lezell, 5800 Magic Mountain Dr., North 
Bethesda, MD 20852. Join the women listed 
below who have donated already. 

Those sending $180 or more (Benefactor level 
and above) will receive the beautiful “Tree of Life” 
pin pictured here. Note: Those contributing at 
that level were honored with a group aliyah at 
the Shabbat services March 14.

Torah Fund donors (as of publication): 
anonymous, Dava Berkman, Jean Bernard, Susan 
Braden, Cantor Ari Brown, Jamie Butler, Lillian 
Cardash, Leah Chanin, Edith Couturier, Faye 
Cohen, Sue Ducat, Anita Epstein, Ruth Ernst, 
Marcy Feuerstein, Beth Feldgarden, Krayna 
Feinberg, Renée Fendrich, Rhoda Ganz, Sonya 
Gichner, Debra Goldberg, Sylvia Greenberg, 
Sonia Herson, Edith Hessel, Alexandra Horowitz, 
Estelle Jacobs, Nadine Jacobs, Arlette Jassel, 
Marlene Kirsch, Lisa Kleine, Helen Kramer, Elaine 
Kremens, June Kress, Michelle Leavy, Grace 
Lebow, Lynn Kletzkin, Janet Kolodner, Gerry 
Lezell, Judie Linowes, Judith Melamed, Adina 
Mendelson, Annette Morchower, Edna Povich, 
Myra Promisel, Aurora Reyes-Ansher, Gail Roache, 
Miriam Rosenthal, Gladys Sharnoff Epstein, Rise 
Schlesinger, Gail Schwartz, Janet Scribner, Rita 
Segerman, Madelyn Shapiro, Arlene Sidell, Gilda 
Snyder, Joyce Stern, Betsy Strauss, Susan Ugelow, 
Cheryl Wasserman, Roslyn (Bunny) Weinstein, and 
Nancy Weiss. d

sisterhoodnews continued
From the President  continued from page 4
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Nominating 
Committee 
Appointed
In accordance with the Adas Israel bylaws, 
synagogue president Arnie Podgorsky 
has appointed Rae Grad to chair the 
Nominating Committee, which includes (as 
of publication) Jacob Bardin, David Bickart, 
Leah Chanin, Amy Golen,  Rae Grad, Andrew 
Herman, Sharon Samber, Jodi Blecker Lowit, 
Rachel Rosenthal, and Brian Schwalb (officer 
liaison). Recommendations for nominations 
for Board members and president-elect are 
welcome and should be sent to executive 
director David Polonsky (David.Polonsky@
adasisrael.org) to the attention of the 
Nominating Committee. Following are some 
pertinent bylaw provisions:

“Immediately after the appointment of 
the Nominating Committee, the Nomi-
nating Committee shall nominate, prior 
to the last year of the President’s term, a 
President-Elect to be nominated from the 
membership of the congregation who is 
serving or has served as a Board member, 
Officer, or Trustee, to be voted upon at 
the Annual Meeting. (Article IV, Sec. 14 d) 

 “The Nominating Committee, shall, not 
later than the third Monday in April, pre-
pare and present to the Secretary a list of 
candidates for each of the offices of the 
Congregation, the Trustees, and the Board 
of Directors.” (Article VIII, Sec. 4; this year 
the only officer position to be nominated 
is president-elect.)

 “Additional nominations for any of the 
offices of the Congregation, the Trustees, 
and the Board of Directors may be made 
by petition signed by not less than 25 
members of the Congregation in good 
standing, providing that the petition 
shall be filed in the office of the Executive 
Director of the Congregation by May 
15th. (Article VIII, Sec. 5)
Synagogue elections will be held at the 

Annual Congregational Meeting on June 10, 
2015. d

Join the Monthly Mitzvah Crew for Luther Place 
Night Shelter
Adas Israel volunteers perform tikkun 
olam in many ways. Here is a particularly 
easy one. Join the crew that contributes 
meals that Adas Israel delivers once a 
month (fourth Thursday) to Luther Place 
Night Shelter, a transitional housing 
facility for homeless women. Add your 
name to the volunteer list for monthly 
e-mails outlining that month’s needs. 
You may offer to bring food as often as 
it suits your schedule: once a month or 
whenever you can.

Every month, Laura Epstein e-mails 
those on the volunteer list asking for food contributions. Here is a sample list:

• Entree: three people to bring an entree for 8–10
•  Salad and dressing or veggie (broccoli, green beans, etc.) for 25–30
•  Macaroni/potatoes/rice: offer to make part or all!
•  Bread: whole grain rolls or loaf of French/Italian-type bread
•  Fruit: 30 clementines, melon, berries, or another fruit
•  Dessert: two cakes, 30 brownies, 60 cookies, etc.

Some volunteers prepare homemade items, others purchase food. All 
items are what would be appropriate for dinner, what you would serve in 
your own home. Volunteers deliver the items to a designated place, often 
Laura’s front porch, and place them in a cooler. It’s that easy.

E-mail laura_epstein@hotmail.com and ask to be added to her volunteer list.

Take the Omer Challenge
We count the Omer (a measure of grain) 
for 49 days, from the second night of 
Pesach until we celebrate Shavuot. This 
year, add meaning to the counting of 
the Omer by donating food and other 
necessities to Ezra Pantry. No one should 
go hungry.

The Adas Israel Social Action Coun-
cil challenges everyone in the con-
gregation to donate one item of food 
equivalent to each day of the omer: 
one on the first, two on the second, 
three on the third . . . 49 on the 49th, 

etc! Can you do it? So, we know what arithmetic progression is and we 
know what the total number of items would be. That’s okay. We should all 
give what we can, but give something every day for 49 days. Please join 
us in filling the shelves of Ezra Pantry on a daily basis during this Pesach–
Shavuot season. 

All food goes to SOME, Inc. (So Others Might Eat), which is sorely in need 
of more than we have given in the past, with many more families requiring 
assistance. Please take this opportunity to show your support. Any shelf-
stable food contribution is acceptable, but note the items on the Wish List, 
which are especially welcome!

tikkunolam

continued on page 19
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21st Annual Sukkot in Spring, May 10 

Jot down May 10 on your calendar. Sukkot in Spring is turning 21! Volunteer 
with the Adas Israel Sukkot in Spring team for a half-day or for the full day. 
This year Yachad has identified a neighborhood in SE Washington with a 
dozen homes that we and other congregations will work on. This will allow 
us to create a deeper impact for an entire community of hardworking, kind 
families and enable us to get to know the homeowners better and address 
their needs. 

Volunteers can commit to the full day, approximately 8:00 am–5:00 pm, or 
for at least a four- or five-hour morning or afternoon shift. Adas Israel works 
with Yachad to sponsor the repairs, donating the funds to purchase the nec-
essary materials, and providing volunteers to do the work. Please reserve May 
10 so you, too, can contribute to this great mitzvah. 

Over the past 21 years, Sukkot in Spring has grown into a significant force 
in the DC community. Jewish volunteers have renovated over 120 homes 
and other community facilities. Sukkot in Spring volunteers tackle problems, 
ranging from painting, yard work, broken windows, leaking roofs and rotting 
floors to inadequate bathrooms and faulty electrical systems. Special skills 
are not required, just a desire to help others. There will be expert supervision 
on hand.

To volunteer or for more information, please contact Ellen Winter, eswin-
ter7@gmail.com.

“Your people will rebuild what has been in ruins, building again 
on the old foundations. You will be known as the people who rebuilt 

the walls, who restored the ruined houses.”  Isaiah 58:9–12

Walk to End Genocide, April 26
Join Adas Israel and Youth@AI 
for the Walk to End Genocide, 
organized by the Darfur Inter-
faith Network in partnership with 
Jewish World Watch, on Sunday, 

April 26, behind the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum (100 Raoul Wallen-
berg Place, SW), from 1:30 to 4:00 pm. The goal of the walk is to inform our 
community and inspire one another and our government to take action and 
leadership to increase awareness of and to help put an end to the genocide 
in Sudan as well as other devastating atrocities occurring around our globe. 
The walk is two miles long and will feature speakers and a short program. 
Visit dc.walktoendgenocide.org to learn more.

To participate, e-mail Rich Dinetz, rich.dinetz@adasisrael.org. All Team Adas 
participants will receive an official event T-shirt with an Adas Israel logo on it. 
There is a suggested family donation of $36, or a single participation fee of 
$18. Checks can be made payable to Adas Israel Youth. d

tikkunolam continued from page 18

tumult of the Vietnam war (Youngstown), 
through the transitions from urban to sub-
urban Jewish life (Cleveland), and through a 
quarter-century of rethinking modern Ameri-
can Judaism (Springfield).

He was ever dedicated to civil rights and 
interfaith relations and represented the Jew-
ish community to Springfield’s general com-
munity. He served on Baystate Medical Cen-
ter’s Pastoral Committee and the Committee 
on Community Health for the City of Spring-
field. He championed Health Centers in the 
Springfield School System and worked with 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in such 
areas as needle exchange, smoking cessation, 
and violence prevention. Rabbi Schwartz’s in-
clusive view of his congregation in Springfield 
encouraged expanding education to all ages 
and was pivotal in the creation of the Sandi 
Kupperman Learning Center, reaching beyond 
the boundaries of the classroom to include all 
that Jews experience. Under Rabbi Schwartz’s 
leadership, the congregation’s Katz Family 
Library was also revitalized to help strengthen 
the Jewish home. 

Rabbi Herb and Sharon Schwartz re-
tired in 2008, following the example of his 
beloved friend and partner, Cantor Morton 
Shames, and his presidents, all of whom 
have maintained an abiding interest in one 
another and in the welfare of Temple Beth El 
and its members until this time. Adas Israel 
was fortunate to welcome Rabbi Schwartz to 
the community as a synagogue member in 
subsequent years, and now to benefit from 
his years of experience this spring. Rabbi 
Schwartz will return to congregational life in 
the summer in a “non-rabbi” capacity.

Rabbi Schwartz can be found during the 
spring months co-leading Shabbat services 
with clergy, teaching Saturday morning Torah, 
teaching in the conversion courses, leading 
Shabbat Mincha, serving as a rabbinic pres-
ence in the office at least two or three days 
a week, officiating at funerals and shiva min-
yanim, conducting hospital visits, assisting 
with the daily minyan, and more! We are very 
grateful that an experienced, compassionate, 
and beloved rabbi is available for our clergy 
coverage during this “interim” phase.   d

Rabbi Schwartz  continued from page 3
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What brought you to DC? 
We both came here for school—me for law school in 1994 and 
Melissa for graduate school in 2002. We both love the area and 
cannot believe how the District has changed since our arrivals. 
When did you join Adas? Why did you choose this 
congregation? 
As we both grew up in Conservative Jewish homes, it was 
important to us that our children began their educational 
experiences in a Jewish environment. After spending 
considerable time looking at different preschools, we chose 
the Gan. The choice, in retrospect, was easy. We loved the 
educational philosophy, the down-to-earth community, and 
the progressiveness of the congregation and its clergy. With 
one son in the Gan and his older brother in the Adas religious 
school, our family has become more and more active in the 
synagogue and the Jewish community at large. 
Even with full-time jobs outside the home, you both spend 
a lot of time and energy volunteering at Adas. What types 
of projects have you worked on, and why do you think it’s 
so important to volunteer? 
Like most Jewish parents, our children are the center of our 
universe. It is important that we both give back to the institu-
tions and people that are helping us raise our children and 
to demonstrate the importance of tzedakah to our children 
so that they may one day contribute to their community and 
those in need. In the past, we have organized Shabbat and 
Havdalah dinners, been room parents, hosted Gan-related 
events and assisted with Gan auctions. More recently, I have 
become more involved on the administrative side of the Gan 
as a member of the Gan advisory and strategic planning com-
mittees. As a result of the increased prevalence of the two-
parent working family, free DC public pre-K and the fluidity of 
young parents’ cultural and religious identities, the Gan is at a 
crossroads. We want to do our part to help the Gan continue 
to meet the needs of a diverse Jewish community, thereby 
ensuring that the next generation of Jewish preschoolers has 
access to a robust early Jewish education. 
When you’re not working or volunteering, how do you like 
to spend time with your family? 
Along with our two sons, Jake, age 6 and Ari, 3, we take full 
advantage of all Washington has to offer—the museums and 
parks, the culinary options, and our beloved Nationals. Go 
Nats! 
What’s your favorite way to spend Shabbat as a family? 
Shabbat dinner is our eye of the hurricane. Between work, 
school, teaching, volunteering, and our children’s activities, 
Shabbat dinner is our family moment of Zen. We decided a 
few years ago that, regardless of how busy any of us may be, 

we will all drop everything and make sure we are home for 

dinner on Friday nights. It allows us to take a deep breath, 
cherish the blessings of our two boys, and simply put things 
in perspective. Shabbat has become our favorite time of the 
week. 
Where would you go for a dream family vacation? Where 
for just the two of you? 
Our family loves to travel and explore. Melissa and I are travel 
junkies and enjoy visiting new regions and cultures as often 
as possible. We have an unwritten rule that we never go to a 
place we’ve already been for vacation. As for our dream family 
vacation, when Ari is a few years older, we plan to take the 
family to Israel. As for the two of us, the Galapagos Islands, 
Tibet, and Antarctica are high on the list. 
Passover is right around the corner. If you had to identify 
yourself with one of the items on the seder plate, what 
would you be and why? 

I suppose I would have to say karpas as it is green, 
symbolizing youth and energy, and while I’m not getting any 
younger, I like to think that I have a lot energy and passion 
for life. As for Melissa, she would never admit it, but I’d have 
to say the zeroah—the lamb shank—as she is a glutton for 
punishment. My wife not only has a demanding full-time job 
out of the house, but she also puts up with me and our two 
boys and the mishigas that represents. And she never ever 
complains.  d

Ma Tovu: Scott Levine and Melissa Blume
HONORING OUR LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS
Scott and Melissa were interviewed by Marcy Spiro, Director of Membership Engagement
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not a girl; her relationship with her own mother 
is so fraught. The novel moves deftly back and 
forth between the past and present in Barbara’s 
life. The teenage Barbara watched with rising 
panic as her mother, June, slipped away from 
both her family and the mores of her Orthodox 
community. Enmeshed in an inexplicable love 
affair, June no longer seemed to care about 
Barbara or other family members. When the 
affair became public, the family was exiled 
from the Orthodox community. Years later, as a 
mother herself of a teenage daughter, Barbara 
is consumed with her mother’s past and their 
tangled relationship. At a critical crossroads, 
her former Orthodox community unexpectedly 
invites her to participate in the tahara of a 
beloved childhood teacher. This is the start of 
Barbara’s journey toward a fuller understanding 
of her mother and their shared family history. d

Upcoming Book Events 
Tuesday, April 28 @ 7:30 pm  

Paper Love: 
Searching for 
the Girl My 
Grandfather 
Left Behind. 
Book Chat with 
author Sarah 
Wildman about 
her journey to 
discover the fate 
of the young 

woman her grandfather loved and then lost 
when he fled pre-WWII Europe. 

Sunday, May 3 @ 10:30 am 
Washing the 
Dead. Book Chat 
with author Mi-
chelle Brafman 
about her new 
novel on family 
secrets, forgive-
ness, and Jewish 
ritual. 

Books & More  
continued from previous column

Every family has its story. We are shaped by our family’s story—or what we 
think is our family’s story. This theme runs through two compelling new 
books about a woman’s journey (one real and one imagined) to understand 
her family’s past. Don’t miss Sarah Wildman’s Paper Love:  Searching for the 
Girl My Grandfather Left Behind or Michelle Brafman’s Washing the Dead. 
These talented authors will discuss their books at Adas Israel this spring (see 
sidebar). 
Paper Love

Congregant Sarah Wildman grew up confident 
that she understood her family’s story. The hero 
of the story was her grandfather, Karl Wildman, 
who fled Vienna with his immediate family in 
1938, soon after Nazi Germany annexed Austria. 
A single man of 26 when he arrived in America, 
Karl built a successful medical practice, married, 
and raised a family. Wildman remembers her 
grandfather as a cosmopolitan bon vivant, a man 
who relished culture, travel, and friends and who 
reminded others to “live with delight.” Apparently, 
Karl had escaped the Holocaust unscathed. But 
after her grandfather’s death, Wildman picked up 

threads of a different story.
In her parents’ basement, she discovered a box of Karl’s letters. Although 

the box was labeled, “Correspondence: Patients: A–G,” it contained no 
medical correspondence. Instead the box held wartime letters from Karl’s 
lost Viennese companions, including love letters from a young Jewish 
woman, Valy. As Wildman learned, Karl and Valy met as medical students in 
Vienna and fell in love. When Karl left Europe with his family, Valy remained 
behind. She wrote loving letters to Karl over the next three years, pleading 
for help to exit Europe. Captivated by Valy’s intelligence, personality, and 
peril, Wildman became obsessed with tracing her life and learning her fate. A 
journalist, she began a six-year global quest for Valy, described in the riveting 
Paper Love. 
Washing the Dead

When Michelle Brafman’s children were 
preschoolers at Adas Israel’s Gan, she regularly 
passed the closed door of our mikvah and 
envisioned the sacred pool of water inside. In 
time, the mikvah worked its way into her novel. In 
Washing the Dead, the mikvah is in the basement 
of a grand Milwaukee mansion converted into 
an Orthodox shul. Characters view it variously 
as a place of mystery, obsession, comfort, and 
redemption. Another water-based ritual that 
flows through the story is tahara, the ritual 
for purifying the dead. Tahara may also heal 
the living, as seen in Brafman’s insightful and 

compassionate novel.
When the novel opens, the protagonist, Barbara, is waiting for a 

sonogram that will tell her whether the child she is carrying is a boy or a 
girl. She confesses to the sonographer her desperate hope that the child is 

The Pull of the Past
By Robin Jacobson, Library & Literary Arts Director

books&more

continued in next column
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The congregation gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:
synagoguecontributions
Benjamin James Cecil Special 
Education Fund
In Memory Of: Regina K. Friedman by 
Judith Friedman.
Bereavement Fund
In Memory Of: Hilde Michele Simenauer 
by David & Toni Bickart. Edith & Jacob 
Green by Fradel Kramer. Larissa Celia 
Satin, Barbara Perper Satin, Isaac 
Sugar, all by Marvin & Sandra Sugar.
Beverly Bernstein Adult Bat Mitzvah 
Fund
In Memory Of: Rose Bildman by Lois 
Levitan.
B’Yahad Special Needs Fund
In Memory Of: Suzin Glickman Bobeck by 
Jodi Remer.
Cantor Brown Discretionary Fund
With Great Appreciation For: Cantor 
Brown’s assistance in preparing Max & 
Ethan Weinstein for their b’nai mitzvah by 
Amy Cooper.
With Thanks For: Cantor Brown’s support 
at a trying time by Stephanie & David 
Lynn, Genice & Ronald Simenauer.
In Memory Of: Henrietta S. Ross by Judy 
Ross, Dr. Deborah Ross & Tibor Benton, 
Milton, Katie & Samantha Shinberg, Gabi, 
Silvia, Ethan & Sasha Lopez-Ross. David 
Mark Promisel by Larry & Myra Promisel.
Cantor Saltzman Youth Music 
Endowment Fund
In Memory Of: Diana Engel by Ricki 
Gerger.
Capital Fund Contributions
In Recognition Of: David Polonsky 
being honored by the Jewish Educators 
Assembly at its annual conference by 
Yaacov & Herlene Nagler.
Cemetery Fund
By: Carl & Nancy Gewirz.
Congregational Kiddush Fund
In Honor Of: Amelia Bergman & Emily 
Deutchman becoming b’not mitzvah by 
David & Stephanie Bergman.
Daily Minyan Fund
By: Rebecca Fishman.
In Memory Of: Hilde Simenauer by Ava & 
Neal Gross.
Dan Kaufman Children’s Program Fund
In Memory Of: Lee Rowe by Amy Cooper.
Daryl Reich Rubenstein Staff 
Development Fund
In Memory Of: Daryl Reich Rubenstein by 

Lee Rubenstein.
Dr. William & Vivienne Stark 
Wedding & Anniversary Fund
In Memory Of: Giza Stark by Dr. William & 
Vivienne Stark.
Elinor Yudin Sachse Photography 
Fund
In Honor Of: The congregational 
photography exhibition by Barry & 
Carmel Chiswick.
Ethel & Nat Popick Chronicle Fund
In Memory Of: Robert Buckhantz by 
Dorothy Block.
Frances & Leonard Burka Social 
Action Endowment
In Memory Of: Leonard Burka by Joan 
Walston.
Fund for the Future
In Memory Of: Renard Sanders, Harriet 
Bickart by David & Toni Bickart. Ernest 
Adler by Lilliane Litton. Evelyn Cousins 
by Beth & Leonard Sloan & family.
Garden of the Righteous
In Memory Of: Sophie Strauch by Andrea 
Brown. Sheldon Baldinger by Judy 
Strauch.
Havurah Kiddush Fund
By: David & Gail Schwartz, Julie Weisman.
In Honor Of: Sandy Mendelson’s 80th 
birthday by Ira & Phyllis Lieberman. Jerry 
Sandler’s 80th birthday by Ira & Phyllis 
Lieberman, Michael & Joyce Stern. Caleb 
Max Stutman-Shaw becoming a bar 
mitzvah by Michael & Joyce Stern.
In Memory Of: August Aaron Boorstein 
by Edith Couturier.
Jewish Mindfulness Center of 
Washington
In Honor Of: Adas Israel receiving the 
Slingshot Award by Andrea & Charles 
Bronfman.
Leah Chanin Day School Fund
In Memory Of: Phyllis Eyl by Glenn & 
Cindy Easton, Bruce Ray & April Rubin.
Maxine & Gerald Freedman 
Endowment Fund
In Memory Of: Gerald Freedman, Robert 
Buckhantz by Maxine Freedman.
Melvin Gelman Religious School 
Fund
In Memory Of: Dori Lynn Friedman by 
Stuart & Jamie Butler. Alice Fine by Herb 
& Sharon Schwartz. Abe Schwartz by 
Herbert Schwartz

Mikvah Capital Campaign
By: Brian Schwalb & Mickie Simon.
With Great Appreciation For: Naomi 
Malka’s assistance in preparing Max & 
Ethan Weinstein for their b’nai mitzvah by 
Amy Cooper.
Mildred & Jess Fisher Nursery School 
Fund
In Honor Of: Birth of Maya Rose Saltman, 
Noam Kaufman by Sheri Brown.
In Memory Of: Emanuel Glickman, Suzi 
Glickman Bobeck by Jeff & Phyl Lavine.
Morris Hariton Senior Programming 
Fund
By: Carl & Nancy Gewirz.
In Memory Of: Richard Hariton by Anne 
B. Smith.
Offerings Fund
By: Adrienne Flanders & Gerald Friedman.
With Thanks For: Helping out with our 
grandson’s bris by Claudia & Lester Ross.
In Memory Of: Jozsef Karpati by Dr. 
Maria Burka. Sara Fram Helman by Faye 
Cohen. Ruth Cohen by Sharon Cooper. 
Suzi Glickman by Nandor Katz & Sharon 
Gelboin-Katz. Leo Kelin by Stephen Kelin. 
Benjamin Knie by Lynn Kletzkin. Bruce 
Kletzkin by Morris Kletzkin. Phyllis Eyl 
by Jeffrey Knishkowy & Patti Lieberman, 
Tom & Debbie Lehrich, Adrian & Annette 
Morchower. Helene Barnett by Andrea 
Lenkin. Alice Fine by Joanne Jacobson. 
Irving Gordon by Ivy Tobin.
Rabbi Feinberg Discretionary Fund
In Honor Of: Rabbi Feinberg by Daryl 
Green, Turner Anthony Burnett.
With Thanks For: Boker Ohr class by Warren 
Clark, Rabbi Feinberg’s support during 
a trying time by Stephanie & David Lynn, 
& Genice & Ronald Simenauer. Mishloach 
manot by Miriam Schlesinger.
In Memory Of: Dr. Milton Slawsky by 
Zalma Slawsky.
Rabbi Holtzblatt Discretionary Fund
In Memory Of: Sola Both & Dorothy 
Greenberg by Charles & Deborah Both.
Rabbi Jeffrey & Judith Wohlberg 
Masorti Fund
In Memory Of: Rose Sackett by Stanley 
Scherr.
Rabbi Steinlauf Discretionary Fund
By: Carl & Nancy Gewirz.
In Honor Of: Rabbi Steinlauf by Ricki 
Gerger.
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In Memory Of: Robert Buckhantz by 
Estelle DeMaio. Diana Engel by J. Michael 
& Joyce Stern.
Rose R. Freudberg Sisterhood 
Memorial Library Fund
In Honor Of: Rhoda Baruch’s 90th 
birthday by Irv & Grace Lebow.
In Memory Of: Raymond Joseph, Shirley 
Joseph & George Cohen, all by Ellen 
Gertsen. Hilde Simenauer by Sander & 
Suzanne Davidson, Elinor Tattar. Esther 
Landis Yaverbaum by Edward & Jeri 
Greenberg. Taube Wiedman & Charles 
Wiedman by Mildred Jacobs. Hillel 
Schiller by Fradel Kramer. Bernard Penny 
by Toba Penny. Louis L. Rusoff by Don & 
Gail Roache. Esther Klein by Barry Simon. 
Robert Buckhantz by Elinor Tattar. 
Clement Wagner by Randall Wagner 
& Debra Benator. Harriet Wolin by Dr. 
Steven Wolin.
Samuel & Sadie Lebowitz Israel 
Scholarship Fund
In Memory Of: Sadie Lebowitz by Marlene 
Kirsch.
Sandra & Clement Alpert Fund for 
Family Education
In Memory Of: Florence J. Kahn by Sandra 
Alpert. Alice Jean Fine by Glenn & Cindy 
Easton. Jerome Sorcher by Alan & Dale 
Sorcher.
Shelley Remer Gan HaYeled 
Enrichment Fund
In Honor Of: Birth of Yaacov & Herlene 
Nagler’s grandson, Noam Kaufman by 
Glenn & Cindy Easton. Maren & Avery 
Dunn becoming b’not mitzvah by Stewart 
& Shelley Remer.
Mazel Tov To: Sam Lerner, Ari 
Gershengorn on becoming b’nai mitzvah 
by Stewart & Shelley Remer.
In Loving Memory Of: Suzin Glickman 
Bobeck by Stewart & Shelley Remer.
In Memory Of: Suzin Glickman Bobeck 
by Eric & Beverly Branfman. Colonel 
Emanuel Glickman by Stewart & Shelley 
Remer.
Sisterhood Donations Fund
In Honor Of: My participation in the 
Sisterhood Shabbat service by Carolyn 
Shanoff. 
Social Action Fund
In Memory Of: Robert Buckhantz by 

Bobbie Fried & family. Phyllis Eyl by 
Francine Raizes. Alice Fine by Donald 
Borzak.
Staff Gift Fund
In Memory Of: James “Jimmy” Young by 
Glenn & Cindy Easton.
Susan Linowes Allen Memorial 
Music Fund
In Memory Of: Dorothy Linowes by Glenn 
& Cindy Easton.
Sylvia B. Nelson Memorial 
Endowment Fund
In Memory Of: Sylvia Nelson, Irma Lee 
Ettinger by Glenn & Cindy Easton.
Traditional Minyan Kiddush Fund
By: Ken Goldstein, Marvin Szymkowicz & 
Diana Savit, Paul & Claudia Taskier.
In Recognition Of: His aliyah by Andrew 
Herman, Ricki Gerger.
In Memory Of: Ursel Frank by Ms. Ruth 
Bognovitz. Anne Buring by Benjamin 
Buring. Charles Cogen by Ed & Ruth 
Cogen. Howard Rausch by Jonathan 
Cohen. Dorothy Greenberg, Hilde 
Simenauer by Glenn & Cindy Easton. 
Chayim Davarashvili by Margaret 
Gilboa. Phyllis Margolius by Paula 
Goldman. Buck Wilson by Hazel & Bob 
Keimowitz, Stewart & Shelley Remer. 
Brenda Sternbaum by Maia Magder & 
the Magder family. Abraham Tersoff by 
David Margolies & Susan Tersoff. Renard 
Sanders by Florence Sanders. Ruth Usher 
& Jean Caplan Lazar by Drs. Michael & 
Marion Usher. Rubye B. Willis by William 
Willis. Reuben Isaac Wolfson by Charles 
& Nancy Wolfson. Miriam Schwartzman 
Konigsberg by Nancy Wolfson.
Vision of Renewal
By: Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Isack.
In Honor Of: Birth of Noam Kaufman by 
Stuart & Jamie Butler, Russell & Judith 
Smith.
Yizkor/Yahrzeit Fund
In Memory Of: Joseph Banoun by 
Raymond Banoun. Ruth Kreisman by 
Barbara Kreisman. Harold J. Bobys by 
Anita Bobys. Miriam Yakoby by Lev 
Gilboa. Ruth Greifer by Amy Godin. 
Michael Goldberg by Henry Goldberg. 
Morris Karlin by Arthur Karlin. Frances 
Gewirz, Morris Gewirz & James M. 
Kline by Norma Kline Tiefel. David 

Lieberman by Irving Lieberman. I. Alan 
Lobel by Martin Lobel. William C. Krupp 
by Geralyn Lobel. Stephen J. Smith by 
Dr. Richard Margolis. Dr. Harry Aks by 
Vicki Perper. Harold Bachrach by Joan 
Slatkin. Yakov Zilberbaum by Joseph 
Zilberbaum.
Youth Activities Fund
In Memory Of: A. Harris Grossman 
by Faith Apt. Gertrude Bieber by 
Sander Bieber Linda Rosenzweig & 
family. Hermen Greenberg by Monica 
Greenberg. Abraham “Al” Goll by 
Elizabeth Lerner. Alberto Socolovsky 
by Jerome Socolovsky. Helen Bernstein 
by Gladys Temkin. Mabel Wagner by 
Randall Wagner & Debra Benator. Zelda 
Dunkelman Wilner by James Wilner. d

Children’s ability to regulate and 
manage their emotions and their own 
activity level in the face of all of this input 
is highly variable. While some children 
learn quickly how to organize sensory 
input in adaptive and productive ways, 
many others do not. For those who are 
not instinctively able to process their sur-
roundings, the sensory-rich environment 
of a preschool classroom can be difficult 
to manage without a break. Modifications 
to the external environment can be criti-
cal in helping them learn to organize their 
minds and their bodies. 

The opening of HaMakom goes hand-
in-hand with the Gan’s strong belief that 
all children are competent and develop 
at their own pace and in their own way. 
HaMakom, outfitted by Fun and Func-
tion, was carefully designed by Stephanie 
Slater, developmental support coordina-
tor at the Gan, with the help of the Gan’s 
occupational therapists from Integrative 
Therapy Systems and the Gan Advisory 
Committee. The resources for this space 
were made possible with a generous do-
nation from the Ravidran family. d

HaMakom  continued from page 14
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