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Sukkot begins on the 15th day of the month 
of Tishrei (Erev Sukkot is on Wednesday 
evening, October 8) and continues for seven 
days. It is known by several names, none more 
descriptive than Z’man Simchataynu, Day of 
Our Rejoicing. Hag HaSukkot, 
the Feast of Tabernacles, reminds 
us of the huts (sukkot) in which 
our ancestors dwelt in the desert 
for 40 years on their way to the 
Promised Land. Another name 
for Sukkot, Hag He’asif, the Feast 
of the Ingathering, stresses that 
this is a harvest holiday, falling at a time when 
crops were gathered. It is one of the three har-
vest festivals in the Jewish year known as the 

Shalosh Regalim, the three pilgrimage festi-
vals (the other two are Pesach and Shavuot).

The lulav, a palm branch composed of 
three myrtle twigs and two willow branches, 
and the etrog, a large citron resembling a 

lemon, both symbols of the 
harvest season, are used in 
keeping with the biblical com-
mandment (Leviticus 23:40), 
“You shall take the fruit of the 
pleasant trees, palm branches, 
thick leafy boughs, and willows 
of the brook, and you shall 

rejoice . . .”  Because the brachot (blessings) for 
the lulav and the etrog are recited on six of the 

Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret, and Simchat Torah

A three-part scholar series at Adas Israel, pre-
sented by the Lifelong Learning Committee, 
will be offered this year. Throughout the year, 
scholars from around the Jewish and scholarly 
worlds will  participate in informative post-
kiddush lectures in the Biran Beit Midrash. The 
first program will take place Saturday, No-
vember 8, 1:15–2:45 pm (after Kiddush) with 
Rabbi Reuven Hammer. This series, generously 
underwritten by the Mendelson Family Learn-
ing Fund, will enable the congregation to con-
tinue learning from the leading scholars in the 
Jewish community during a full year of formal 
and informal lectures and discussions.

Rabbi Reuven Hammer,  
November 8, 1:15–2:45 pm 
Rabbi Reuven Hammer, who 
served as the president of 
the International Rabbinical 
Assembly, the worldwide 
organization of Conservative 
Rabbis, from 2002 to 2004, 
was the first resident of Israel 
to be elected to that position. He was born in 
Syracuse, NY, and received his rabbinic ordina-
tion and doctorate in theology from the Jewish 
Theological Seminary. He also earned a PhD in 
special education from Northwestern University.

Shabbat Scholar Series at  
Adas Israel
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TeMfA RaBlD
Dover Emet

Speaking the Truth
Rabbi Gil Steinlauf

THE MAGICAL INGREDIENT
For centuries, people have 
wondered, “What is the magical 
ingredient that has allowed the 
Jews to survive in the world?” 
Some have wondered if it was 
the very fact of persecution that 
kept us together. Some have con-
cluded that we’re still here in the 
world just because of luck. While 
both these factors certainly have 
played a role in our continued 
existence, I believe another factor 
has kept us alive: study. The great 
crown jewel in Jewish identity is 
our undying emphasis on learn-
ing and study of Torah, of learn-
ing about why we’re here, about 
our purpose in the world. Our 
tradition of study has enabled us 
to think, always to see options, 
to compromise, always to find 
new ways of being and living and 
surviving in the world. The great-
est call to each of us from our 
tradition is the call to continue to 
learn and to study all the days of 

Chag Sameach!
Complete Sukkot Schedule  

on Page 6
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our lives.
The truth is, there is so much to learn in 

Judaism, and it can be overwhelming. In fact, 
there is more to study and discover than can 
be achieved in a lifetime. We are talking liter-
ally about 3,000 years of collected wisdom 
and material. We all know that the Torah is 
where it all starts. But that’s just the begin-

ning. The Torah leads to the rest of the Bible. In addition to all of 
this material, there is what we call “the Oral Torah,” or the laws 
and teachings and stories (known as Midrash) that were handed 
down for generations in the ancient world; teachings that were 
codified 2,000 years ago into the multivolume tome known as 
the Mishnah. But even the Mishnah is only a tiny fraction of the 
story. There were many more teachings, as well as unanswered 
questions that needed to be addressed, and as the rabbis of late 
antiquity pondered these texts and questions, eventually an-
other epic tome, the Talmud took shape. And all of these materi-
als, the Torah, the Bible, Midrash, Mishnah, Talmud together, form 
only the basis, the foundation of Judaism. Throughout the Medi-
eval period, there was an explosion of commentaries and teach-
ings and philosophies and codification of laws, everything from 
the works of the great commentator Rashi, to the renowned phi-
losopher and codifier Moses Maimonides in works like the Guide 
for the Perplexed and the Mishneh Torah. 

And throughout these developments, we can also see a more 
and more sophisticated understanding of God—who God is, 
and what the concept of God means—throughout our literature. 
We begin with a God as a Creator/Warrior/Parent/King in the To-
rah, and as we move through the generations and literatures, we 

begin to discover more and more subtle ways of understanding 
Divinity and the Source of all Being in the mystical works of Kab-
balah like the Zohar and later writings from the rabbis of Safed, 
Israel, in the 16th century. And works of great Jewish thinkers and 
teachers continue to develop right into our modern period. 

The existence of these texts, and our constant drive to 
study and learn from them, has nourished our souls and minds. 
Through our study, we have constantly been able to reinvent 
ourselves, finding meaning and relevance and ways to impart 
the tradition from generation to generation. Our greatest chal-
lenge as a Jewish community here at Adas Israel is to continue 
this vital tradition of study. It begins with our children in the 
Gan and in religious school. It continues with our teenagers in 
our Ma’alot Hebrew High School. And it falls on us as adults to 
live Jewish lives of constant learning and study. 

If we want Judaism to feel relevant and meaningful, the 
greatest way to begin is to come and learn. If we want the next 
generation to value Judaism, then we as adults must model that 
learning and passion for study for them. We are so excited to roll 
out an incredible array of learning opportunities at Adas this fall. 
There are the innovative and horizon-broadening programs of 
MakomDC in the Biran Beit Midrash, the offerings of the Jewish 
Mindfulness Center of Washington, the Downtown Study Group, 
and many more. I am personally excited to be teaching a class, 
called “How to Daven and Have It Be Meaningful,” as well as an-
other installment of my workshop, called Making Torah Personal, 
where we encounter texts of the Torah and use them as a kind of 
psychological mirror into our own lives. In addition to the Adas 
offerings, there is a wonderful array of classes offered through 
the Jewish Studies Center, the DCJCC, and elsewhere. Take ad-
vantage of these offerings. Not only can we all learn a lot, but 
equally important, it is through these classes and programs that 
we are committed to helping you build community and connec-
tion to our synagogue and beyond. 

Dover Emet continued from page 1

Rabbi Gil Steinlauf
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Clergy Corner

[In a box similar to bottom of page 7 of September 2013 edition, 
but change dates in headline to read: 2014/5775]
Sukkot /Shemini Atzeret /Simchat Torah 
Full Service Schedule 2013/5774 
 

14 Tishrei, 10/8/2014
7:30 am: Morning Minyan
6:00 pm: Evening Minyan; Erev Sukkot
Light Candles at 6:22 pm
6:30 pm: Kiddush in the Sukkah

15 Tishrei 10/9/2014 9:15 am SUKKOT, Day 1: Combined Smith/TEM Sukkot Service: D’var Torah by Rabbi Steinlauf

10/9/2014 6:00 pm Evening Minyan

10/9/2014 6:30 pm Kiddush in the Sukkah

10/9/2014 Light Candles at 7:21 pm

16 Tishrei 10/10/2014 9:15 am SUKKOT, Day 2: Combined Smith/TEM Sukkot Service; D’var Torah by Rabbi Feinberg 

10/10/2014 12:00 pm Kiddush in the Sukkah

10/10/2014 5:30 pm New Member Oneg in the Sukkah

10/10/2014 Light Candles at 6:19 pm

10/10/2014 6:00 pm Traditional Lay-Led Shabbat Service; followed by Sukkot Dinner 

17 Tishrei 10/11/2014 Parshat‒Chol HaMoed Sukkot

10/11/2014 9:15 am Shabbat Morning Service‒Baby Shabbat/Shabbat Tinok; Sermon by Rabbi Steinlauf

10/11/2014 9:30 am Traditional Egalitarian Minyan

Join us for the New Member Oneg!
Sunday, October 10 @ 5:30 pm
We are very excited to have welcomed 
many new families to Adas Israel 
over the summer. Please join us for 
a relaxed oneg and «meet & greet» 
with the Adas Israel clergy, lay leaders, 
and community members in the 
AdasSukkah! Longstanding members 
of the community are also encouraged 
to attend to welcome our new friends to Adas Israel! After, 
we invite everyone to join us for Kabbalat Shabbat services 
followed by a dessert reception in the Sukkah. 

TEM Sukkot Shabbat Service & Dinner in 
the Sukkah  
Friday, October 10 at 6:40 pm  
Please join with the Traditional Egalitarian 
Minyan for a Shabbat Sukkot service and 
dinner on Friday, October 10. 

The Shabbat evening service will 
be at 6:30 in the Gewirz Beit Am, 
followed by the annual TEM dinner in 
the Sukkah at 7:30. This popular dinner in 

the Sukkah will fill up, so register today! 
Please RSVP at www.adasisrael.org no later than  

Wednesday, October 1.

Two Special Sukkot Shabbat Events at Adas on October 10
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Simchat Torah is one of the most joyous days of the Hebrew 
calendar. On this day, the annual cycle of the reading of the 
Torah is begun again. Each year, several congregants who have 
served with unusual dedication are selected to receive special 
honors on Simchat Torah. For each of them, Adas Israel is deeply 
entwined with their lives and those of their families. Please join 
us on the morning of Simchat Torah on October 17 when we will 
honor this year’s worthy honorees.

Julia Gordon
Julia Gordon is the director of housing policy 
at the Center for American Progress, a progres-
sive think tank in DC, where she advocates 
before Congress and regulators for affordable 
housing and consumer protection issues, in-
cluding equitable access to mortgage credit 
and effective foreclosure prevention.

An active leyner, service leader, and participant in the Adas 
Israel Traditional Egalitarian Minyan since 1995, Julia currently 
serves on the Adas Religious Practices Committee and Music 
Committee, and she co-chairs the Kol HaOlam National Col-
legiate Jewish A Cappella Championship. She was previously a 
member of the Adas board, and she has helped to organize TEM 
High Holy Day services for almost two decades.

Born in Philadelphia, Julia attended the Solomon Schechter 
Day School (now known as the Perelman Jewish Day School) 
and Har Zion Temple, where she served as president of the 

USY chapter and was recognized during her senior year in high 
school for her outstanding contribution to synagogue life. She 
frequently led services at the Harvard Hillel egalitarian minyan 
during college and law school.

Julia is married to Geoffrey Berman, an IT systems administra-
tor at the Pentagon, accomplished barbershop singer, and the 
other Kol HaOlam co-chair. Their daughter Rochelle is in fifth 
grade at the Jewish Primary Day School of the Nation’s Capital, 
sings with the Adas Israel Flash Choir and Kolot, and loves to 
lead prayers in all Adas services. When not at synagogue or 
work, Julia, Geoff, and Rochelle can be found hosting concerts in 
their living room, attending Rochelle’s many dance and musical 
theater performances, and playing with their guinea pigs.

Jennie Litvack 
Jennie Litvack was born and raised in Mon-
treal, Canada, where her parents were active 
in the Jewish community. She attended public 
high school in an area reputed to have the 
highest concentration of Jews outside of Tel 
Aviv, graduating with a class that was 98% 
Jewish. Eager to experience the world, she 

came to America for college, earning her BA from Duke Universi-
ty and then her master’s and doctorate degrees from the Fletch-
er School at Tufts University. She married Rob Satloff in 1990, 
and they spent a year-long “honeymoon in Cameroon” doing her 

With Ahavat Yisrael
A cease fire is in place (writing at the end of 
August), but no war was won. Thousands 
of lives were lost and for what? Of course, 
Hamas started the war. But, still, can Israel 
not do better?

Israel and its adversaries have been at near 
constant war since 1948. Early wars were 
between Israel and nation-states with con-

ventional forces. Adversaries and targets were clearly defined, the 
conflicts brief, and the results unambiguous. After four wars, the 
Arab countries realized that Israel could not be defeated militarily.

In their place have arisen informal organizations driven by 
religious ideology and lacking governance responsibilities—
Hamas and Hezbollah. In the face of their violence, Israel’s reli-
ance on overwhelming force, however necessary to defend, has 
failed to pave a road to peace. 

Many of us are hawks, feeling that the outright refusal of 
many Palestinians to countenance even the existence of Israel 
so slams the door on peace that powerful military force is the 
sole response. Many of us disagree, feeling that, regardless of 
provocation, bombs cannot bring peace. Across the spectrum of 
views, can any of us be comfortable? Sure, Torah teaches us to 
be strong, but it also teaches us to be holy and pursue the ways 
of peace. Besides, military advantage can dissipate. No army, no 
defense technology, is forever invincible. 

Worse, each war makes peace more elusive. Responding 

to increasingly sophisticated Hamas rockets, Israel does what 
it must. Outgunned, Hamas fights for public opinion, locating 
rocket launchers and civilians together to maximize the death 
count. Despite Israel’s military prowess, the carnage diminishes 
respect for Israel, feeds anti-Semitic myths, and nurtures more 
extremists. Consider the rage of families and friends of the dead. 

Israel’s blockade leaves the economy of densely populated 
Gaza in shambles. The unemployment rate is some 50%. Restric-
tions on travel, imports and exports, fishing rights, and banking 
steadily diminish the quality of life. In the face of utter hopeless-
ness, arguments that Israel does not occupy Gaza ring somehow 
technical and hollow. Arguments that more have perished in 
Syria or Iraq ring cold. Every life is God’s creation.

Israel suffers, too. Historic Zionists envisioned a peaceful 
Jewish homeland, not this. Constant war has changed Israel’s 
political contours. Israel’s own extremists influence the current 
coalition government and are uncommitted to peace. Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s vaunted strength is derived much from his weak-
ness, for he has become a prisoner of a Tea Party-like cohort that 
ties his hands and limits the concessions he can offer. 

As the nation-state in the conflict, it falls to Israel to find high-
er ground and break the stalemate. It falls to Netanyahu to take 
a strong stand for peace, better lives for Gazans, and enhanced 
security for Israel—a stand better reflecting Torah.

Netanyahu should unilaterally propose a resolution package 
that goes far beyond the cease fire terms. It should include: 

continued on page 7

continued on page 11

From the President

Arnie Podgorsky

Simchat Torah Honorees, 5775
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Jewish Life and Learning 
Your monthly learning resource for Jewish “How-To’s” & insights 
from Adas Israel.  

The Sukkah: How and Why 
For 40 years, as our ancestors traversed the Sinai desert before 
they entered the Holy Land, miraculous “clouds of glory” sur-
rounded and hovered over them, shielding them from the 
dangers and discomforts of the desert. In the words of the verse 
(Leviticus 23:42–43), “For a seven-day period you shall live in 
booths. Every resident among the Israelites shall live in booths, 
in order that your [ensuing] generations should know that I had 
the children of Israel live in booths when I took them out of the 
land of Egypt. I am the Lord, your God.”

Ever since, we remember God’s kindness, and reaffirm our 
trust in the universe, by “dwelling” in a sukkah for the duration 
of the Sukkot festival, from the 15th through the 22nd of the 
Hebrew month of Tishrei (in Israel, through the 21st only).

A sukkah is essentially an outdoor hut that is covered with 
vegetation, known as sechach. 
Where Do I Build My Sukkah?
Construct your sukkah outdoors, ideally in a spot that’s most 
accessible from your residence. Popular sukkah locations include 
porches, backyards, courtyards, lawns, balconies, and rooftops—
basically, any location under the open sky.

An important requirement is that there should be nothing be-
tween your sukkah and the open sky. So make sure that there are 
no trees, canopies, or roofs of any sort overhanging the structure.
Walls of the Sukkah
A sukkah must have at least two walls, and a partial third wall . 
If you don't have enough material to build all the walls, you can 
use the wall of an already existing structure such as a house to 
complete one side of the sukkah. Any material can be used to 
make the walls. The only requirement is that the material is strong 

enough to withstand a normal gust of wind and prevent a candle 
from being blown out. If you use cloth for the walls, tie it down so 
that it doesn’t flap in the wind.
Size of the Sukkah
Traditionally each wall of your sukkah should be at least three 
feet tall. As a whole the sukkah should be at least 26 inches long 
and 26 inches wide, with room enough to accommodate a table 
where people can comfortably eat a meal. The walls of a sukkah 
cannot be more than 30 feet tall because the ancient rabbis felt 
that if a sukkah became too big, people might forget the pur-
pose of the structure and view it as a regular building instead.
Roof of the Sukkah
The roof of your sukkah should be made of natural materials that 
grow in the ground and have been detached from it. Examples 
include straw, cornstalks, tree branches, and bamboo reeds. 
Narrow beams of wood are also permissible as long as they are 
no wider than 16 inches. Whatever materials you choose, they 
should not have been treated in any way (e.g., you can’t paint 
them with a waterproofing solution). They also can’t be attached 
to your sukkah with metal or leather.

When building the covering for your sukkah, be sure to space 
your materials evenly and check that there are no gaps wider 
than 11.5 inches between each piece. The finished roof should 
provide shade from the sun but allow you to see the stars at 
night. Rain should be able to come through the covering as well.
Decorating Your Sukkah
Decorating a sukkah is one of the most-anticipated Sukkot activi-
ties. Children especially like to help and, at synagogues, where 

Simchat Torah @ Adas
The Biggest Torah Party of 5775!  
Thursday, Oct. 16 @ 6:30pm 
Featuring Sruli and Lisa 
to lead us in festive song 
& dance!

On Simchat Torah, 
the Torah scrolls 
wish to dance, so we 
become their feet! 
Multi-instrumentalists 
and vocalists Sruli and 
Lisa play the clarinet, 
violin, accordion, bass 
recorder, cello, and drum, 
and perform and teach 
Klezmer and Hasidic 
music and dance all over 
the country. 

Join the Adas Israel 
community for an ecstatic, musical community celebration 
on the most joyous holiday of our holy calendar! There will 
also be a joyous Simchat Torah service with the Traditional 
Egalitarian Minyan, without instruments, at 7:00 pm. All are 
welcome! 

Holidays

continued on page 5
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communal sukkot are usually built, children from the religious 
school will often make decorations. Examples of sukkah decora-
tions include drawings, colorful paper chains, wind chimes, and 
streamers. Many people also like to use plastic fruit or colorful 
plastic leaves to decorate their sukkot. When possible, save your 
decorations and used them every year.

If you can accomplish this mitzvah, you will probably find 
great joy in it. Start building as soon after Yom Kippur as possible. 
One of the good things about a sukkah is that you should build 
your own. Even if you buy the “prefab variety,” you should erect 
it yourself. Most of us live in houses or apartments built by oth-
ers and eat bread baked by professionals. Like challah-baking, 
sukkah-building gives us the chance to enjoy the fruits of our 
own labor. And it is a great joy to sit back in the sukkah with 
friends and family and reflect on the fragility of all things con-
sidered “permanent” in this world. In this natural environment, 
we rediscover what is truly important in life, and, ultimately, we 
surrender to a much higher calling than our earthly possessions. 
Our willingness to leave the security of our homes and spend 
eight days in a flimsy outdoor hut demonstrates our faith in God 
and in our traditions. May it be a joyous season for you and your 
loved ones, and may you enjoy the fruits and warmth of the suk-
kah experience this holiday season. ¢

Holidays Continued

Community-Wide Sukkah 
Building and Decorating 
Sunday, October 5

We have so many community events already planned to 
take place in the sukkah: the Gan “snack in the shack,” Reli-
gious School Shacharit Live, New Member Oneg, Traditional 
Egalitarian Minyan dinner, Kiddush in the Sukkah, etc. Now 
we need a community to help build and decorate the fa-
mous Adas Israel sukkah on the Connecticut Avenue patio. 

Please join us in this mitzvah on Sunday, October 5, 
we will be there from 9am-2pm building and decorating 
and invite you to volunteer at any point during this time. 
All ages are welcome to help with the different projects, in-
cluding building the sukkah, making paper chains, stringing 
fruit, and decorating. And since you might still be hungry 
after fasting the day before, breakfast will be provided. 

For more information or to sign up, please contact di-
rector of membership engagement Marcy Spiro, 202-362-
4433, ext. 113, or marcy.spiro@adasisrael.org.

nine days (not Shabbat) of this festival period, and because these 
harvest symbols do so much to enhance the home, many fami-
lies purchase them for home use. 

Attached to Sukkot is an eighth day known as Shemini Atzeret, 
which is a separate yom tov. Not technically part of Sukkot, 
Shemini Atzeret is punctuated by two special prayers. The first is 
geshem, the prayer for rain, in which the Jewish people prays for 
a sufficient rainfall in Eretz Yisrael to make the land fruitful and the 
crops plentiful. This is especially meaningful since Israel has suf-
fered years of drought. The other prayer is Yizkor, the memorial 
prayer for those we have lost, which is also recited on Yom Kippur, 
the eighth day of Pesach, and the second day of Shavuot.

The final day of this holiday season, Simchat Torah (which in 
Israel is the same day as Shemini Atzeret), celebrates the Festival 
of Rejoicing in the Torah, at which time we give thanks for the 
Torah by parading the scrolls around the synagogue in a joyous 
ceremony known as seven hakafot, in which men, women, and 
children of all ages participate. It is on this day that we complete 
the annual reading of the Torah and begin again with the first 
words of Bereshit (Genesis).

Simchat Torah begins this year on Thursday evening, 
October 16. Celebration of Simchat Torah at Adas Israel will be-
gin at 6:00 pm with Mincha, followed by Maariv and Hakafot at 
6:30 pm. 

The celebration continues on Friday morning, October 17, at 
9:15 am, at which time we will recognize our Simchat Torah hon-
orees, Julia Gordon, Jennie Litvack, and Rae Grad. Please come 
to honor them and the Torah.  ¢

Jewish Life and Learning continued from page 4

Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret, and Simchat Torah
 continued from page 1
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Sukkot / Shemini Atzeret / Simchat Torah

Full Service Schedule 2014 / 5775

Eve 1, Erev Sukkot, Wednesday, Oct. 8
7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
6:30 pm Kiddush in the Sukkah
 
Day 1, Thursday, Oct. 9
9:15 am Combined Morning Service 
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
6:30 pm Kiddush in the Sukkah

Day 2, Friday, Oct. 10
9:15 am Combined Morning Service
12:00 pm Kiddush in the Sukkah
5:30 pm New Member Oneg in the Sukkah
6:00 pm Lay-Led Shabbat Service; followed  
  by Sukkot Dinner

Day 3, Saturday, Oct. 11
9:15 am Shabbat Morning Service 
9:30 am Traditional Egalitarian Minyan
11:00 am Tot Shabbat
11:00 am Netivot
6:00 am Shabbat Mincha/Maariv Services

Day 4, Sunday, Oct. 12
9:00 am Morning Minyan / Chol HaMoed    
   Sukkot
6:00 am Evening Minyan

Day 5, Monday, Oct. 13
9:00 am Morning Minyan / Chol HaMoed   
  Sukkot
6:00 am Evening Minyan

Day 6, Tuesday, Oct. 14
9:00 am Morning Minyan / Chol HaMoed   
  Sukkot
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

Day 7, Erev Shemini Atzeret,  
Wednesday, Oct. 15
9:00 am Morning Minyan / Hoshana Rabba  
  Service
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

Day 8, Erev Simchat Torah,  
Thursday, Oct. 16
9:15 am Combined Shemeni Atzeret/Yizkor  
  Service
6:00 pm Mincha
6:30 pm Musical Erev Simchat Torah with  
  Sruli & Lisa
7:00 pm TEM Erev Simchat Torah Service  
8:00 pm Erev Simchat Torah Reception

Holidays Continued
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Our Avraham Biran Beit Midrash (House 
of Conversation), at the heart of our 
renewed synagogue, features monthly 
thematic programming for the entire 
community, welcoming innovators and 

innovative ideas in 21st-century Jewish life.  
Each month, MakomDC features a keynote presenter who 

will kick off the month with engaging sessions that explore 
our monthly theme in depth. The rest of the month will feature 
programs on the month’s key topics for every community within 
our congregation. Visit our new, interactive website (adasisrael.
org/makomdc) to learn more and take an exciting look at each 
month’s themes and presenters below.

November: Mindfulness
Featuring Rabbi James Maisels-
Jacobson,  
All Weekend, Nov. 14–15
November @ MakomDC is all about 
mindfulness. Brought to you by 
the Jewish Mindfulness Center 
of Washington, MakomDC offers 
programs and workshops to help 
deepen our experience of the 
spiritual, and create connections to 
foster a vibrant, diverse community. 

Experience Jewish meditation, yoga, mindful learning, and 
spirited Shabbat and holiday programs . . . all within a uniquely 
Jewish context.

December: Innovation
Featuring Rabbi Aaron Alexander, 
Tues, Dec. 9, 7:30 pm
At the giving of the Torah at Sinai, 
we entered into a relationship with 
Jewish law and Jewish living. How 
do we continue to honor that sacred 
relationship, while growing outward 
with our ever-changing and evolving 
world? December @ MakomDC is all 
about unraveling the connections 
between tradition and innovation.

January: Music
Featuring Dale Schatz,  
All Weekend: January 30–31
Music is the language that binds us, 
that calls to us, that elevates us, and 
brings us all together. This year for 
Shabbat Shira, the congregation is 
very excited to welcome Dale Schatz, a 
wonderfully talented Jewish musician! 
Celebrate the entire weekend of 
Shabbat Shira (the Sabbath of Song), 
when we commemorate singing of 

the Song of Songs after the splitting of the Red Sea and mark 
the entire weekend with music and joy!

February: Ritual
Featuring Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg
Tuesday, February 3, 7:30 pm
February @ MakomDC allows us 
reflect on what it really means to 
assimilate or radicalize our ancient 
rituals into our modern lives.  Jewish 
tradition will encourage you to 
connect each moment, each activity, 
each transition with a ritual. How do 
we do that in 2015 with an iPhone 

buzzing in our pockets a hundred times a day? Ask the Rabbi. 
March: Israel
Featuring Rabbi David Rosenn
Tuesday, March 10, 7:30 pm
Less than 70 years ago, Tel Aviv was a 
desert, and today it is a thriving city 
of the arts, technology, culture, and 
Jewish autonomy. The early Zionists 
attempted to establish a better, wiser, 
more humane, and more moral state 
in the Holy Land. Explore the many 
facets, both cultural and spiritual, of 

the Jewish experience of having the modern state of Israel in our 
ancient land of prophecy.

April: Food
Featuring Naftali & Anna Hanau 
(Grow & Behold)
Sunday, April 26, 10 am–1 pm 
Judaism acknowledges almost every 
major holiday with a festive feast. We 
go out of our way to make blessings 
before and after consuming any food 
or drink, and we’ve developed an 
architectural code of eating in holiness 
that we all know as kashrut. So what’s 
all that about? April @ MakomDC is all 

about cooking, eating, loving our bodies, loving our flavors, and 
exploring what it means to be truly grateful for and connected 
to this most basic human activity. ¢

Experience MakomDC: 
A Preview of the 2014/15 Season in the Adas Israel Biran Beit Midrash

October Office Closings
Kol Nidre, Friday, Oct. 3: Schools/Offices Close at Noon
Yom Kippur , Saturday, Oct. 4: Schools/Offices Closed

Erev Sukkot, Wednesday, Oct. 8:  
Schools/Offices Close at 3:30 pm  

Sukkot Days 1 & 2, Thurs. & Fri., Oct. 9 & 10: 
Schools/Offices Closed 

Erev Shemini Atzeret, Wednesday, Oct. 15: 
Schools/Offices Close at 3:30 pm 

Shemini Atzeret/Yizkor, Thursday, Oct. 16: 
Schools/Offices Closed  

Simchat Torah, Friday, Oct. 17: Schools/Offices Closed
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B’nai Mitzvah 
Joe Goldberg, October 18
Joe, the son of Laurie Strongin and Allen 
Goldberg, is a seventh grader at Rose L. 
Hardy Middle School. An avid photogra-
pher who loves to travel, play basketball 
and cheer on the Washington Capitals, 
Joe has chosen for his mitzvah project 
to support Hope for Henry Foundation 
in memory of his oldest brother, Henry 

Strongin Goldberg. Joe began his Jewish education at Gan HaY-
eled. He shares his simcha with his brother Jack and other family 
members and friends. 

Gabriel Saul Wittes, October 18 
Gabriel, son of Benjamin and Tamara Wittes, is an eighth grader 
at Edmund Burke School in the District. He began his Jewish 
education at the DC Jewish Community Center and the Jewish 
Primary Day School. For his mitzvah project, Gabriel is volunteer-
ing with the Washington Animal Rescue League, helping cats 
and dogs get healthy, happy, and ready for adoption. He also 
teaches Tae Kwon Do at Yong Studios. 

Adam Crausman, October 25
Adam, the son of Ginger Moss and Ja-
mie Crausman, is a seventh grader at E.L. 
Haynes Public Charter School in DC. He 
began his Jewish education at the Estelle 
& Melvin Gelman Religious School, and is 
currently in the Ma’alot Program. Adam 
enjoys Anime, designing (and playing) 
video games, and singing in choirs. He 

is looking forward to celebrating his bar mitzvah with his sis-
ter Julia, grandparents Joel and Sandra Crausman and Virginia 
and Sedgwick Moss, and other family and friends. For his mitz-
vah project, Adam is raising money and collecting items to do-
nate to the Lone Soldier Project, which provides support for 
Israeli soldiers who don’t have families in Israel.

Anna Leder, November 1
Annie is a seventh grader at Georgetown 
Day School. She started her Jewish educa-
tion at Gan HaYeled and has been attend-
ing the Estelle & Melvin Gelman Religious 
School since kindergarten. She celebrates 
her bat mitzvah with her mother, grand-
parents, and the rest of her extended fam-
ily. For her mitzvah project, Annie is orga-

nizing a fundraiser for Pets for Vets, an organization that rescues, 
trains, and pairs shelter pets with America’s veterans who can 
benefit from a companion animal.

Aaron Knishkowy, November 1
Aaron, the son of Jeff Knishkowy and Patti 
Lieberman, is a seventh grader at West-
land Middle School. He started his Jewish 
education at Gan HaYeled, is a graduate 
of the Jewish Primary Day School, and 
now attends the Ma’alot program at the 
Estelle & Melvin Gelman Religious School. 
He shares his simcha with his younger 

brother, Noah, grandparents David and Rene Lieberman and 
Mitzi Knishkowy, and family and friends. At this special time he 
remembers with love his grandfather, Emanuel Knishkowy, z”l. 

In Memoriam
We mourn the loss of synagogue members:
Paul Boymel, mother of Marsha Boymel 
Maurice Friedberg, father of Edna and Rachel Friedberg   
Joseph Herson, husband of Sonia Herson  
Lillian Kramer, mother of Susan Beram and Richard Kramer 
We note with sorrow and mourn the passing of:
Stanley Belkin, brother of Leonard Belkin 
Bernice Cohen, mother of Susan Lubick 
Sarah Hadad, mother of Leah Hadad 
Albert Herzberg, father of Benjamin Herzberg 
Gertrude Jorisch, mother of Paula Jorisch 
Jack Rabinowitz, brother of Judith Rabinowitz 

Life Cycle Information
When Death Occurs
When death occurs, please call the synagogue office, 202-362-
4433, so that we may inform the clergy and be of assistance. During 
business hours, ask for  Carole Klein. After business hours, a staff 
member on call may be reached by calling the synagogue office at 
the number above and pressing “2” to be connected automatically, 
or by calling the answering service, 301-421-5271, which will page 
the staff member on call. On Yom Tov and Shabbat, even though 
detailed funeral arrangements should not be made, a staff member 
on call can still be reached at 301-421-5271.
Cemetery Hours
Visitation at the Adas Israel Cemetery is by appointment only. 
Contact  Carole Klein at the synagogue office (202-362-4433) to 
schedule a visit. 
Adas Israel Community Mikvah

Our mikvah is a sacred space 
where Jews can mark life 
transitions with powerful 
physical ritual. Immersing in 
a mikvah connects the body 
to the water cycle of our 

planet and to the sources of life. People visit our mikvah to observe 
the mitzvah of monthly immersion; to celebrate s’machot; to find 
strength during a difficult time; to pray for healing; to reflect on 
the meaning of becoming a bride, groom, or bar or bat mitzvah; 
to convert to Judaism; and to prepare physically and spiritually 
for chagim. To learn more about our mikvah or to schedule an 
appointment, contact Naomi Malka, 202-841-8776 or mikvah@ 
adasisrael.org. For more information, visit adasisrael.org/mikvah.¢

Life Cycle
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Mikvah guides support people through profound moments of 
personal and spiritual transitions and facilitate a connection 
to the holy through Jewish ritual. They offer themselves as 
witnesses to both quiet moments and joyous celebrations. 
Mikvah guides can attest to the beauty of Jewish tradition in 
addressing the sanctity of the body.

This fall, the Adas Israel Community Mikvah is looking to train 
a third cadre of volunteers. This opportunity is open to women 
and men of all ages, from all levels of Jewish observance. No 
experience is necessary. A background in social work, therapy, 
or health care may be useful, but anyone with the right amount 
of sensitivity to others can be a good guide. This is a great 

opportunity for learning, growth and connection. 
Some occasions when your guidance might be called upon 

include life cycle events, infertility, healing, aging, conversions, 
and monthly cycles. 

Again, you don’t have to be a mikvah user to become a 
mikvah guide and no minimum time commitment is required. 
There will be an orientation at Adas on October 21 and ongoing 
informal training based on your schedule. For questions or 
more information, or to express interest even if you can’t come 
on October 21, please contact Naomi Malka, 202-841-8776 or 
Mikvah@adasisrael.org.                 —Naomi Malka ¢

field work. She then began a fascinating career as an economist 
at the World Bank, which included stints working in Russia, Viet-
nam, and Latin America. Shortly after 9/11, she moved with her 
young family to Rabat, Morocco, as the Bank’s lead economist. It 
was there, in the absence of almost any other Jews, that she de-
veloped a profound appreciation for Jewish community, some-
thing she had taken for granted growing up in Montreal. 

Jennie and Rob joined Adas Israel in 1998 and have become 
increasingly involved in congregational life since returning from 
Morocco. Their three boys, Benji (17), William (14), and David 
(nearly 7) are proud graduates of the Gan and current students 
at the religious school, and Rob recently led the search commit-
tee for the congregation’s  new executive director. Jennie has 
served on the religious school committee for many years and is 
now a member of the Board of Directors. 

In late 2011, Jennie realized that juggling an intense job and 
three kids may be tough but manageable logistically, but not 
spiritually. She retired early from the Bank  (though she contin-
ues to do short-term consulting) to slow down a bit and appre-
ciate the gift of each moment. In early 2012, inspired by Rabbi 
Steinlauf’s vision, she began leading a task force of devoted lay 
leaders to create the Jewish Mindfulness Center of Washington 
(JMCW) at Adas. Two years on, she is especially proud of how 
JMCW has helped to make synagogue life more meaningful for 
many Adas members, attracted new members to the synagogue, 
and enabled unaffiliated Jews in the DC area find a meaningful 
Jewish practice and community. 

Above all, Jennie’s most profound passion is blowing the sho-
far. A lifelong trumpet player, she came across a particularly magi-
cal shofar in the souk of the Old City of Jerusalem six years ago 
and found her spiritual calling. She blows shofar at Adas through-
out the High Holy Days and spends the month of Elul visiting 
infirm and elderly people throughout the area who cannot make 
it to shul but want to fulfill the mitzvah of hearing shofar. She 
was featured on NPR  (All Things Considered) a few years ago and 
teaches a class in spiritual shofar blowing at Adas each year. 
Jennie is currently engrossed in an intensive, two-year program 
of Jewish learning as part of the Wexner Heritage Program. 
She is the chairperson of the Advisory Board for the Weist Fund 

for Oncology Wellness Programming at Sibley Hospital, a sub-
stantial endowment established by her late friend Dana Weist. 
Finally, she is an active member of the Alumni Board of Directors 
for the Duke University Marching and Pep Bands. 

Rae Grad 
Rae Grad was born in a small farm community 
in southeastern Pennsylvania where her father 
was a family doctor and her mother was a 
psychologist. She was the middle child with 
an older sister and younger brother, and the 
majority of her free time was spent at the local 

synagogue, the mecca for the small local Jewish population. She 
was among the first in her congregation to have a bat mitzvah 
(on a Friday night, of course) and was active in Young Judea, 
BBG, and the local Israeli dancing group. She went to a summer 
JWB camp in the Poconos, davening in the outdoors accompa-
nied by many guitars.

Rae is currently the federal lobbyist for the University of 
Maryland. She began her career as a labor and delivery nurse, 
spending much of her time doing advocacy at the state and 
federal levels for maternal and child health. At one point, she ran 
a congressional commission to promote the health of babies, 
which led to a stint working for General Colin Powell in his ef-
forts to rally communities around child health and welfare.

Rae and her late husband raised their three children in Alex-
andria, VA. Arlen, a JSSA hospice social worker in Rockville, MD; 
Rebecca, a cantorial soloist with Temple Isaiah in Fulton, MD; 
and Aaron, a composer and musician in Seattle, WA. She also has 
three grandchildren:  Jaden, Casey, and Hershel. 

She joined Adas about 12 years ago and has enjoyed meet-
ing many  wonderful new people including her significant other, 
Manny Schiffres. They live in Cleveland Park. Rae currently chairs 
the Adas Musical Moments Committee, and is a member of the 
Adas Flash Choirs, and a participant in the Downtown Torah 
Study Group, the Chesed Committee, and the Martin Luther King 
Weekend committee.

Rae sings in Zemer Chai and loves everything that has to do 
with Jewish music. ¢

Kol HaMayim 
Mikvah Guide Training, Tuesday, Oct 21, 7:00–8:30 pm

Simchat Torah Honorees continued from page 3
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

28 29 30 1 2 3 Kol Nidre 4 Yom Kippur

5 6 7 8 Erev Sukkot 9 SUKKOT, Day 1 10 SUKKOT, Day 2 11 Parshat Chol HaMoed Sukkot

12 Chol HaMoed Sukkot 13 Chol HaMoed Sukkot 14 Chol HaMoed Sukkot 15 Hoshana Rabba 16 Shemeni Atzeret 17 Simchat Torah 18 Parshat Bereshit

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 Parshat Noah/ Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan

26 27 28 29 30 31 1 Parshat Lech Lecha
7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
6:30 pm Religious Practices Committee 

Meeting
7:00 pm JSC Classes
7:30 pm A Taste of Mussar
8:00 pm JMCW Yoga Flow
8:15 pm JSC Classes

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:00 am Morning Awakening with  

Rabbi Lauren 
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
7:00 pm Conversion Course
7:30 pm iEngage Israel
7:30 pm JMCW Meditation Session

8:00 am Boker Ohr Parashat Hashavuah Class
9:30 am Shabbat Morning Service; 

Bat Mitzvah: Anna Leder; 
Sermon by Rabbi Steinlauf

9:30 am Traditional Egalitarian Minyan 
with Rabbi Feinberg; 
Bar Mitzvah: Aaron Knishkowy

9:45 am Havurah Shabbat Service; 
D’varTorah by Shira Kvaric

11:00 am Tot Shabbat

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
10:00 am Mindful Parenting with Rabbi Lauren
11:20 am Gan Shabbat Sing
5:30 pm Kabbalat Shabbat Oneg
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat; D’var Torah by Rabbi Feinberg
6:00 pm Traditional Lay-Led Shabbat Service

4 Tishrei 5 Tishrei 6 Tishrei 7 Tishrei 8 Tishrei 9 Tishrei 10 Tishrei

October 2014
Tishrei–Cheshvan 5775

9:00 am Morning Minyan
10:00 am JMCW Yoga Stretch
11:00 am JMCW Mindful Yoga
10:30 am Mussar in Action
5:00 pm TEM Meeting
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

9:00 am Morning Minyan
10:30 am Judean Kever Avot Service
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:00 am Morning Awakening with 

Rabbi Lauren
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
7:00 pm Conversion Course
7:30 pm JMCW Meditation Session

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
6:30 pm Executive Committee Meeting
8:00 pm JMCW Yoga Flow

9:00 am Morning Minyan
10:00 am Community Sukkah Building & 

Decorating
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

9:00 am Morning Minyan/Chol HaMoed Sukkot
10:00 am JMCW Yoga Stretch
11:00 am JMCW Mindful Yoga
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:15 am Morning Minyan/Chol HaMoed Sukkot
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:15 am Morning Minyan/Chol HaMoed Sukkot
9:00 am Morning Awakening with 

Rabbi Lauren
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
6:30 pm Anne Frank House Board Meeting
7:00 pm Conversion Course
7:00 pm Bereavement Support Group
7:30 pm JMCW Meditation Session

9:00 am Morning Minyan
10:00 am Adas Book Chat
10:00 am JMCW Yoga Stretch
11:00 am JMCW Mindful Yoga
1:30 pm Bodies of Water
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:00 am Morning Awakening with 

Rabbi Lauren
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
7:00 pm Conversion Course
7:00 pm Mikvah Guide Training
7:30 pm JMCW Meditation Session

7:15 am Morning Minyan/ 
Hoshana Rabba Service

6:00 pm Evening Minyan
Erev Shemini Atzeret

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:00 am Morning Awakening with 

Rabbi Lauren
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
7:00 pm Conversion Course
7:30 pm JMCW Meditation Session

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
6:30 pm Board of Directors Meeting
7:00 pm JSC Classes
7:30 pm A Taste of Mussar
8:00 pm JMCW Yoga Flow
8:15 pm JSC Classes

7:30 am Morning Minyan
8:45 am Mikvah Mondays
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan; Erev Sukkot
6:30 pm Kiddush in the Sukkah

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES:  Please turn off cell phones and pagers before entering services. 
Charles E. Smith Sanctuary: Join us for our Shabbat morning services in the renewed Charles E. Smith Sanctuary, 
the synagogue's largest worship space, led by our inspiring Rabbi and Cantor. The service includes a D'var Torah 
and sermon by the Rabbi and often includes participation by members and B'nai Mitzvah.
Traditional Egalitarian Minyan (TEM): Every Shabbat morning  at 9:30 am, with the Torah service around 10:30 
am. Led by laypeople with the occasional assistance of Adas clergy, the TEM is a participatory service with a full 
P’sukei D’Zimrah (introductory Psalms), Shacharit, and Musaf, a complete reading of the weekly Torah portion, and a 
d’var Torah. For more information, e-mail traditionalminyan@adasisrael.org. 
Havurah Service: Lay-led, participatory service at 9:45 am. Rotating volunteers lead services, read Torah, 
and conduct an in-depth discussion of the weekly Torah portion. A kiddush follows the service. For additional 
information and to participate, e-mail havurah@adasisrael.org. 

Youth Shabbat Services: Starting with Tot Shabbat for children ages 5 and under led by Menuhah Peters. Netivot, 
for students in grades K–3, is led by Linda Yitzchak, Allison Redisch, Rina Bardin, and/or Naomi Michaelis. Junior 
Congregation, for grades 4–6, is led by David Smolar and/or the Steinsaltz Ambassadors. 
Shabbat Unplugged: A new musical family service for families with young children on Saturday mornings at 10:45 
am. The service is designed for elementary school families and above, though older children are welcome and encour-
aged take on leadership roles. 
‘Dial-in’ for Programs & Services: If you are unable to attend programs, lectures, or services, dial in to hear them.  
Call 202-686-8405.
Library Open on Shabbat: Our third-floor library is open on Shabbat following services. You may sign out 
materials using our “no-writing Shabbat method,” explained in signs on the check-out desks. For assistance during 
the week, contact our Director of Library Services, Robin Jacobson (librarian@adasisrael.org).

11 Tishrei 12 Tishrei 13 Tishrei 14 Tishrei 15 Tishrei 16 Tishrei 17 Tishrei

9:00 am Yom Kippur
10:00 am “Return Again” Service
10:30 am Family & Children’s Services
11:40 am  Yizkor at approx. 11:40 am
12:15 pm Teen Discussion (for 7th–12th graders)
3:30 pm Yom Kippur Afternoon Discussion  

with Amb. Martin Indyk
4:45 pm JMCW Yom Kippur Meditation and Chant  
5:00 pm Mincha
5:30 pm Late Yizkor

9:15 am Shabbat Morning Service–
 Baby Shabbat/Shabbat Tinok; 
Sermon by Rabbi Steinlauf

9:30 am Traditional Egalitarian Minyan
11:00 am Tot Shabbat
11:00 am Netivot
12:00 pm Congregational Kiddush
6:00 pm Shabbat Mincha/Maariv Services
7:19 pm Havdalah

8:00 am Boker Ohr Parashat Hashavuah Class
9:30 am Shabbat Morning Service; 

Bar Mitzvah: Joe Goldberg; 
Sermon by Rabbi Steinlauf

9:30 am Traditional Egalitarian Minyan 
with Rabbi Feinberg; 
Bar Mitzvah: Gabriel Wittes

9:45 am Havurah Shabbat Service; 
D’var Torah by Ken Heitner

11:00 am Tot Shabbat

11:00 am Netivot
12:00 pm Congregational Kiddush
12:30 pm Havurah Shabbat Kiddush
12:30 pm Parshat Hashavua (Ma'alot)
6:00 pm Shabbat Mincha/Maariv Services
7:08 pm Havdalah

8:00 am Boker Ohr Parashat Hashavuah Class
9:15 am Shabbat Morning Service; 

Bar Mitzvah: Adam Crausman;  
Sermon by Rabbi Steinlauf

9:30 am Traditional Egalitarian Minyan 
11:00 am Tot Shabbat
11:00 am Netivot
11:00 am Junior Congregation

12:00 pm Congregational Kiddush
12:30 pm Parshat Hashavua (Ma'alot)
6:00 pm Shabbat Mincha/Maariv Services
6:59 pm Havdalah

11:00 am Netivot
12:00 pm Congregational Kiddush
12:30 pm Parshat Hashavua (Ma'alot)
12:30 pm Havurah Shabbat Kiddush
5:45 pm Shabbat Mincha/Maariv Services
6:50 pm Havdalah

18 Tishrei 19 Tishrei 20 Tishrei 21 Tishrei 22 Tishrei 23 Tishrei 24 Tishrei

25 Tishrei 26 Tishrei 27 Tishrei 28 Tishrei 29 Tishrei 30 Tishrei 1 Cheshvan

2 Cheshvan 3 Cheshvan 4 Cheshvan 5 Cheshvan 6 Cheshvan 7 Cheshvan 8 Cheshvan

9:15 am  Combined Service
12:00 pm Simchat Torah Kiddush
5:30 pm Kabbalat Shabbat Oneg
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat; D’var Torah by Rabbi Steinlauf

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

9:15 am  Combined Smith/ 
TEM Shemeni  
Atzeret/Yizkor Service;  
D’var Torah by Rabbi Holtzblatt

6:00 pm Mincha
6:30 pm Erev Simchat Torah Maariv & Hakafot
7:00 pm TEM Erev Simchat Torah Service  
8:00 pm Erev Simchat Torah Reception

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

6:08 pm

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:30 am Life After the Gan
10:00 am Mindful Parenting with Rabbi Lauren
11:20 am Gan Shabbat Sing
5:30 pm Kabbalat Shabbat Oneg
6:00 pm L’Dor VaDor Shabbat Service for 4th grade;  

with Rabbi Steinlauf
7:00 pm L’Dor VaDor Shabbat Dinner

5:59 pm

6:11 pm

6:22 pm

After
7:10 pm

5:50 pm

5:45 pm Pre-School (Gan) Service
6:15 pm Ne’elah (time approx.)
7:29 pm Havdalah
7:35 pm Shofar (time approx.)

Congregational Break the Fast underwritten 
by Elinor Tattar in memory of Dr. Stuart R. 
Tattar and by the congregation

8:00 pm YP Break the Fast underwritten by the 
Dr. Judith Kossoff Outreach Program Fund

9:15 am Combined Smith/TEM Sukkot Service; 
D’var Torah by Rabbi Feinberg 

12:00 pm Kiddush in the Sukkah
5:30 pm New Member Oneg in the Sukkah
6:00 pm Traditional Lay-Led Shabbat Service; followed by Sukkot 

Dinner 

7:30 am Morning Minyan
11:20 am Gan Shabbat Sing
5:45 pm Mincha 
6:15 pm Kol Nidre
7:30 pm “Return Again” Kol Nidre 

6:19 pmAfter
7:21 pm

9:15 am Combined Smith/ 
TEM Sukkot 
Service: D’var Torah by 
Rabbi Steinlauf

6:00 pm Evening Minyan
6:30 pm Kiddush in the Sukkah

6:29 pm
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Membership Drive
By now you have received the packet containing our mem-
bership brochure for 5775. Remember, the $36 dues are 
payable annually. As the brochure explains, Sisterhood does so 
much good with the funds you provide, including an annual 
Staff Appreciation Luncheon for all Adas Israel employees, a 
sizable donation to the Senior Lunch program, and significant 
programming for members. We hope you will become 
active in Sisterhood, but if you cannot, please join or renew 
your membership to help us further our mission here at the 
synagogue. There are two ways to do it:
• Online by visiting our Sisterhood webpage at www.adasisrael.

org. Click on life@adas, then Sisterhood. There you may either 
(a) pay your dues by major credit card or (b) inform  the syna-
gogue that you wish to be billed for your Sisterhood dues 
through your Adas account.

• Complete the form in the brochure (or just write your name 
and contact information on a slip of paper) and mail it with 
your check, payable to Adas Israel Sisterhood, to Dava Berk-
man, Sisterhood Treasurer, 2475 Virginia Ave. NW, #803, Wash-
ington, DC 20037.

Torah Fund Campaign for 
5775 Has Begun 

Our membership mailing included par-
ticulars about this effort, which is vital to 
the future of Conservative Judaism. In-
cluded was an envelope you can use to 
send in your donation. To reach our goal 
of $12,000 it is critical that everyone 
reading this message contribute at least 
$18. Those donating $36 or more will be 
invited to a Women’s League luncheon 
for donors on March 15. Those donating 

$180 or more will receive the beautiful pin pictured here by way 
of acknowledgment. Give what you can. Can’t find the enve-
lope? Send your donation with a note to Torah Fund Chair Gerry 
Lezell, 5800 Magic Mountain Dr., North Bethesda, MD 20852.

Activities
We opened the program 
year September 14 with 
“A Taste of Honey—and 
Wine,”  a social gathering 
that featured a variety of 
Israeli wines (tastings just 
in time for the High Holy 
Days), coupled with savory 
snacks, delicious fruit, and 
sweets. A good time was had by all. Thanks 
go to Tzipy Fromberg and Lucy Hassell who organized the 

event and to the many sisters who volunteered as wine stew-
ards and hostesses. The event included a short general meeting 
covering business matters and upcoming events. The first Book 
Chat of the year, co-sponsored by Sisterhood, also took place 
that day, featuring Matti Friedman’s The Aleppo Codex. On Sep-
tember 16, Taste of Tanach text study with Rabbi Steinlauf 
resumed in the Biran Beit Midrash. The remaining sessions this 
calendar year are November 18 and December 16. Sukkot: On 
October 5, Sisterhood joins other congregants in building and 
decorating the deservedly famous Adas sukkah on the plaza. Be 
there at noon and bring your talents and enthusiasm to make 
this the best sukkah ever.

Appreciation
Thanks go to June Kress, VP Membership, who led preparation 
of the brochure and the mailing activity, ably assisted in differ-
ent capacities by Lucy Hassell, Lisa Kleine, Gerry Lezell, Gail 
Roache, and Joyce Stern. And we also thank the team that June 
formed to get the synagogue-wide mailing out: Dava Berkman, 
Jamie Butler, Marilyn Cooper, Marcy Feuerstein, Lucy Has-
sell, Nadine Jacobs, Lisa Kleine, Miriam Rosenthal, Elizabeth 
Sloan, and Nancy Weiss.

Convention
Adas Israel Congregation’s Sisterhood 
was represented at the Women’s League 
Convention this past summer by Jean 
Bernard and Myra Promisel. For Myra, it 
was her 12th convention and she reports, 
“I found Convention to be an exhilarating, 
energizing experience. The camaraderie, 
the spirit of shared Jewish values, and 
the multiple educational opportunities—
both inspirational and practical—are hard 
to find anywhere else.” Myra’s full report 

will appear in the October e-newsletter, the Adas Israel Sister-
hood Source, the first issue for 5775.  ¢

Sisterhood

Dover Emet continued from page 2

Finally, there is simply nothing more Jewish than to study 
Torah. As it says in the Talmud, “Talmud Torah keneged kulam,”  
“The study of Torah is equal to all [other mitzvot and activities 
that we can do as Jews, and as human beings].” In other words, 
study is not only a gateway to knowledge; it’s the gateway to a 
life of meaning, connection, justice, holiness, and happiness. In 
this year of 5775, we look forward to walking through that gate-
way with you! ¢
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Ruth & Simon Albert 
Sisterhood Gift Shop

Shop Hours  
Sunday–Monday, Wednesday–Friday, 9:30 am–12:30 pm

Tuesday, 9:30 am–3:00 pm and 6:15–8:00 pm

202-364-2888
adasgiftshop@gmail.com

Every purchase benefits Adas Israel Congregation.

If you haven’t visited us in a while, 
come see the lovely new items 

from our recent trip to the New York Gift Show. 
You won’t be disappointed!

•	 materially easing the blockade of Gaza to encourage eco-
nomic activity, movement of people in and out of Gaza, ex-
ports from Gaza, and injection of funds; 

• 	 tax incentives to Israeli businesses to locate plants where Ga-
zans might seek employment; and

• 	 rebuilding Gaza’s infrastructure under an international Mar-
shall Plan that Israel would spearhead.

In return, Israel would require:
• 	 Hamas to accept the package and demilitarization, and
• 	 an international police force to oversee border security be-

tween Gaza, Israel, and Egypt, and oversee the demilitarization.
While these steps alone would not achieve a lasting peace 

between Israel and the Palestinians, they would improve the 
lives of Gazans, creating hope and purpose. Gaza and Israel’s 
neighboring towns would have the opportunity to develop the 
habits of peace. These steps would be a far better investment in 
Israel’s security than any weapon. 

Netanyahu would emerge as a visionary leader, recalling the 
days of Yitzhak Rabin and Anwar Sadat. By contrast, if Hamas 
rejected the approach, it would clarify for the world its cynical 
disregard of Palestinian well-being and a despicable preference 
for death and apocalypse.

Peace between Moslems and Jews is attainable. For centu-
ries Jews in Islamic lands were treated tolerantly and respectful-
ly. Faced with Moslem extremism in Spain, Maimonides fled not 
to Christian Europe but to Moslem Egypt. Both faiths emphasize 
the importance of even a single life. Many Palestinians and 
other Arabs seek peace. For everyone’s sake, it is time for bolder 
Israeli diplomacy to avoid another war. 

—Arnie Podgorsky
This column is derived from an earlier piece by Raja Kamal and Arnold Pod-
gorsky published in the Providence Journal. Raja is senior vice president of 
the Buck Institute for Research on Aging in Novato, CA. This column does not 
state official views of the Buck Institute or Adas Israel Congregation. ¢

After serving as a chaplain in the Air Force and as a congre-
gational rabbi for 15 years, Rabbi Hammer, and his family, made 
aliyah to Israel in the summer of 1973. For 18 years he headed 
the Israel programs of the Jewish Theological Seminary in Je-
rusalem serving as director and dean and was the founding 
director of the Institute for Jewish Studies, today the Schechter 
Institute, the school for training Masorti rabbis and educators 
in Israel. He has also been a professor of rabbinic literature at 
Schechter and has taught rabbinics at Oranim College, the 
Hebrew University Rothberg School, the Seminario Rabbinico 
Latino Americano, and the Moscow State University of the Hu-
manities. 

One of the founders of the Masorti Movement in Israel, Rabbi 
Hammer has served the organization in many key capacities. 
He was a member of its Committee on Jewish Law, the Masorti 
representative on the Neeman Commission of the State of Israel 
concerning conversion, and the president of the Rabbinical As-
sembly of Israel. In addition, for many years he was  the head 
of the Rabbinical Court for Conversion, and is now the Masorti 

representative on the board of the Joint Institute for conversion 
and a member of the Committee on Jewish Law and Standards 
of the International Rabbinical Assembly.

Rabbi Hammer is a prolific writer whose articles appear often 
in the Israeli press and elsewhere in both Hebrew and English, 
and his column appears regularly in the Jerusalem Post. Two of 
his books, Sifre, A Taanaitic Commentary on Deuteronomy and 
Entering the High Holy Days, received the National Jewish Book 
Council prize as the best book of scholarship for the year. His 
most recent book is The Torah Revolution, and his new book, 
Akiva: Life, Legend, Legacy, will be published in early 2015.

In 2003 he received the Simon Greenberg Award for Life-
time Achievement in the Rabbinate from the Zeigler Rabbinical 
School of the University of Judaism, and in 2013 he was hon-
ored by the Jewish Theological Seminary.

Rabbi Hammer and his wife, Rahel, a Judaica artist, live in 
Jerusalem. They have five children, 16 grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren. ¢

Shabbat Scholar continued from page 1

From the PResident continued from page 3
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Gan HaYeled 
The Gan has kicked off this school year 
stronger and better than ever. The year-
round, full-day program has expanded, 
and classes are full of eager, curious 
students. Stephanie Slater, development 
support coordinator, is at the Gan full 
time, and her expertise enhances the 
learning of all students, regardless of 
whether they are developing typically. 
The Gan is proud of its tradition of inclu-
sion, which mirrors that of Adas.

Highlights for October are the GPA-sponsored Snack in the 
Shack (pizza lunch in the sukkah) and the start of the Challah 
and Flowers program. Room parents are also hard at work as 
they complete the class parent socials that each class organizes.

While the Gan only had four spots open at press time, all pro-
spective students are welcome to check for spots that may open 
due to family relocations. ¢

Religious School
It has been amazing to watch 
our halls come to life as the 
school year finally began. With 
the holidays starting a little 
later than last year, we had the 
opportunity to make some 
preparations for Rosh Hashanah 
as a community and are looking 
forward to continuing to 

celebrate together through the rest of the chagim. Now that 
school is up and running, we want to encourage you to keep 
coming to visit us and checking in; we love hearing from you all!

From Adas to Campus: A New Pre-
College Program for 12th Graders
In a jam-packed, anxiety-ridden 
year filled with visiting colleges, 
completing applications, 
and pestering teachers for 
recommendations, high school 
seniors have to prepare for one of 
the most important transitions of 
their young lives. A new program 
at Adas Israel this fall will help 
12th graders from throughout the DC metro area focus on an 
often-overlooked aspect of getting ready for college—the real-
life issues facing Jewish students on campus. 

“Preparing to Be Jewish on Campus” is a weekly seminar se-
ries that exposes seniors to what it means to be Jewish in Ameri-
can universities today. Discussions will explore such hot button 
topics as campus anti-Semitism; the heated politics of Israel 

and the Middle East; and Jewish values and the rise in collegiate 
sexual violence. In addition, the program will address such hardy 
perennials as navigating Jewish holidays, Jewish versus non-
Jewish fraternities, and how to keep kosher at school.  

The program is the brainchild of Adas Israel’s new education 
director, Rabbi Kerrith Rosenbaum, who comes to Washington 
after two years as the senior Jewish educator at Tufts University. 
From that experience, she knows how common it is for Jewish 
students to arrive on campus clueless about the many Jewish-
related issues they will face. Moreover, she knows how beneficial 
it would have been for those kids to have meaningful conversa-
tions about the transition to an independent Jewish life before 
they showed up at freshman orientation.

As he was moving to DC, Adas member Robert Satloff (parent 
of Benji, a high school senior) had a similar idea—to energize 
Adas’s Ma’alot 12th-grade curriculum by transforming it from 
the last year of religious school to the first year of thinking seri-
ously about life and learning at college. The two teamed up over 
the summer to create a course whose guest speakers will fea-
ture current students and recent graduates from major colleges 
and universities; representatives of prominent campus Jewish 
groups like Hillel, Chabad, AIPAC, and J Street; and distinguished 
members of the DC community, including award-winning jour-
nalist and Adas member Jeffrey Goldberg. Dr. Guy Ziv, a long-
time Adas instructor who is assistant professor of international 
relations at American University, will lead part of each week’s 
class; Rabbi Rosenbaum who will teach monthly.

To build the class, the synagogue is eager to reach out 
beyond that committed group of students who completed 
Ma’alot’s 11th grade last year. All Adas 12th graders are urged 
to participate, regardless of when they last enrolled in religious 
school. And in a special innovation, the pre-college program 
will be open to all Jewish 12th-grade students in the DC metro 
area. The goal isn’t just to boost enrollment; it is to prepare kids 
for campus communities that include all strands and denomina-
tions of contemporary Judaism in America. 

For questions about Adas’s pre-college program, including 
enrollment information, contact Rabbi Kerrith Rosenbaum,  
rabbi.rosenbaum@adasisrael.org.

Family Shabbat Reminders
Shabbat Dinner for Families with 
Young Children 
Third Friday of Each Month; in 
October: Friday, Oct. 17!
A joyful, family-friendly service 
for families with pre-school-age 
children. Join us for Happy Half-
Hour (free) at 5:00 pm, followed by 

musical, child-friendly services led by Robyn Helzner with Adas 
clergy. A family-friendly dinner follows. 
L’Dor VaDor Service & Dinner for All Ages 
Next Up: Friday, Oct. 24 at 6:00 pm  
Join us for Friday night Shabbat services and 
dinner for families, children, grandparents, 
and all members. Services are led by our 
clergy with the help of our students. ¢

Education
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Anne Frank House
From Anne Frank House to the entire Adas Israel family, best 
wishes for a sweet and healthy new year. Our residents are doing 
well, and we hope to acquire a new resident in the year ahead.

We appreciate the support of many members of the Adas 
Israel community, which enables us to do our important work. 
Our annual Walk to End Homelessness will take place November 
9 at Adas Israel. The walk is one of the ways we raise funds for 
Anne Frank House and build awareness of the need to help 
homeless people with mental illness in our community. This 
year, we are inviting the entire community to participate in the 
walk, which honors Bonnie Lewin z’’l, an Adas congregant and a 
devoted Anne Frank House board member. 

If you or your company or organization would like to be a 
walk corporate sponsor, let us know; your corporate logo will be 
proudly displayed on the walk T-shirts. 

The Anne Frank House Walk to  
End Homelessness

Sunday, November 9, 2014
11:00 am at Adas Israel

A brief program will precede the walk.
Registration Fees: $18 per youth (25 or younger),  

$36 per adult

Your registration fee will serve as a donation to Anne Frank 
House even if you can’t be present at the walk.

Everyone who registers will receive a free T-shirt! You 
must register by October 22 to guarantee your T-shirt will 

be available by the day of the walk.

To register, visit http://www.theannefrankhouse.org/ and 
click on the “Walk to End Homelessness” tab.

For additional information about either the walk event, 
corporate sponsorship  or any other questions about  

Anne Frank House,  please contact Sue Ducat,  
301-841-9962 or stansue@verizon.net.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Tikkun Olam

Save the Date:
Fiddler on the Roof at Arena Stage with 
Adas Israel Members 
Followed by talk back with clergy and cast!  
Sunday, December 7, 1:00 pm
Celebrate the 50th anniversary of an American classic at one 
of the great DC theaters with your Adas community! Join 
Adas families, clergy, and staff for this wonderful afternoon 
performance in Arena’s in-the-round theater. Online regis-
tration is now open. You can also RSVP for the performance 
by calling Carol Ansell at the synagogue, 202-362-4433. 

More than just a poor milkman, Tevye is a humble Jewish 
father who finds his devotion to God severely tested by his 
headstrong daughters, who want to be their own match-
makers, and the increasingly ruthless government forcing 
him from his land. With a jubilant and masterful score, in-
cluding “If I Were a Rich Man,” “Sunrise, Sunset,” “Matchmaker, 
Matchmaker,” and “Tradition,” Tony nominee Jonathan Ha-
dary makes his Arena debut as Tevye in this celebration of 
family, community, and life’s unexpected miracles, large and 
small. 

If you’re an Arena Stage subscriber and already have 
tickets to this production for a different date, you can also 
exchange them for the December 7 matinee so you can enjoy 
it with Adas friends and family. Buses will likely be provided 
from Adas Israel and from Somerset House in Chevy Chase. 
Details TBA. 
	 From Arena Stage Artistic Director, Molly Smith: 

I love Fiddler. I grew up with this music and it was 
such an integral part of my family that it became part 
of our own tradition. It’s the concept of tradition and 
specifically changing tradition that is such an exciting, 
contemporary idea to me. I can’t wait to introduce this 
perfect American musical to young people who can 
carry on its music and its message for another 50 years.
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One of America’s most sacred spaces sits on a Virginia hilltop, 
roughly 120 miles from Washington, DC. Millions have visited 
Monticello, beloved home of President Thomas Jefferson, author 
of the Declaration of Independence. Sightseers wander through 
the rooms Jefferson designed, marvel at his ingenious inven-
tions, and view the quarters where slaves lived and labored. Few 
appreciate, however, that Monticello survived into our time be-
cause of the stewardship of a Jewish naval captain, Uriah Phillips 
Levy, and his nephew, Jefferson Monroe Levy, a New York con-
gressman. Both men made fortunes in real estate, which they 
devoted to maintaining Monticello for nearly a century. This his-
tory is described in Saving Monticello by Marc Leepson and The 
Levy Family at Monticello by Melvin Urofsky (both in our library). 
Here are some highlights.
Jefferson at Monticello
Jefferson began building Monticello (“little mountain” in Old 
Italian) in 1769 and continued redesigning and rebuilding it 
for 40 years. With no formal training in architecture, Jefferson 
drew inspiration from book illustrations of Italian country villas 
and, later, from the French manor houses and buildings he ad-
mired while serving as an American diplomat in Paris. Jefferson 
proudly called the blend of designs in Monticello his “essay in 
Architecture.”  

Sadly, when Jefferson died in 1826 he was so deeply in 
debt—due to excessive spending, poor financial management, 
and bad luck—that his heirs saw no option but to auction off 
his possessions. Monticello itself languished on the market until 
1831 when an apothecary named James Barclay purchased it, 
hoping to transform the property into a silkworm farm. When 
that farfetched plan failed, Barclay sold Monticello in 1834 to 
Uriah Levy, an ardent admirer of Jefferson.

The Levy Family at Monticello
Born in Philadelphia in 1792, Uriah Levy belonged to a promi-
nent Jewish family. Always strong-willed, Uriah ran off to sea at 
age 10, signing on as a cabin boy. According to family lore, Uriah 
told the ship’s captain that he needed to return home in two 
years to prepare for his bar mitzvah. Return he did, but when he 
was 14 (after the bar mitzvah!), he shipped out again. In time, 
Levy became a distinguished naval officer, remembered both for 
fighting anti-Semitism within the Navy and for spearheading a 
successful campaign to abolish flogging as a mode of naval dis-
cipline. The Jewish Chapel at the U.S. Naval Academy is named 
for him. 

One of Uriah Levy’s heroes was Thomas Jefferson. Levy re-
vered Jefferson as “one of the greatest men in history” because 
of Jefferson’s commitment to religious freedom, even for mem-
bers of minority religions. In gratitude, Levy commissioned, in 
1832, a statue of Jefferson by a renowned French sculptor. The 
statue stands today in the Capitol, the only one there donated 
by a private citizen.

While in France, Levy met Jefferson’s dear friend, the Marquis 
de Lafayette. According to one story, Lafayette asked Levy what 
had happened to Monticello, and Levy promised to investigate. 
When Levy saw the dilapidated state of Jefferson’s cherished 
home, he purchased it and immediately began repairs. 

In 1861, the Confederacy seized Monticello as the property 
of an enemy northerner. Levy died the next year, but Monticello 
did not revert to his heirs until the war ended. Following years 
of litigation over Uriah Levy’s complex will, Uriah’s nephew, Jef-
ferson Monroe Levy, gained ownership of Monticello in 1879. 
Congressman Levy shared his uncle’s commitment to Monticello 
and funded its restoration. Forty-four years later, Jefferson Levy 
sold Monticello to the Thomas Jefferson Foundation, a private, 
nonprofit organization, which has faithfully preserved Monti-
cello since 1923. ¢

Books, Ideas, & More

Saving Monticello
by Robin Jacobson, Library & Literary Arts Director

Meet the Author!
Sunday, Oct. 19, 10:30 am
Dr. Alice Nakhimovsky, professor of 
Russian/Eurasian/Jewish studies 
at Colgate University, presents her 
new book, Dear Mendl, Dear Reyzl, 
about past worlds revealed by 
Jewish letter-writing manuals.
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Jewish Study Center’s Fall 
Semester Starts Wednesday, 
October 22!
Classes take place Wednesday evenings, 7:00–8:15 pm and 
8:15–9:30 pm.

Transformations in American Judaism: What’s Happening to 
the Denominations?
Starts Oct. 22 with sessions on open Orthodoxy, renewal, and 
more.
 
The Military Campaigns of Moses and Joshua
Oct. 22, 29, November 5
 
Anti-Semitism, Anti-Judaism, and Anti-Zionism: Confronting 
Hostility and Building Bridges
Starts November 5
•   Presbyterians, Jews, Israel and Divestment, with Rabbi 

Kenneth Cohen, Vine and Fig Project, Nov. 5

•   Anti-Semitism in Europe: Why It’s Not New and Why It’s 
Serious, with Emanuele Ottolenghi, Foundation for Defense of 
Democracies, Nov. 12, 19

Global Jewish Cultures: Jews of Turkey 
Instructor: Alexander Murinson
 
Sephardic Culture series continues in November with Mizrahi 
Music, Ladino Music, and Medieval Poetry
 
Plus: Do Jews Take Interest? Caring for Caregivers Jewishly 
and Janice Garfunkel Memorial Lecture.
 
For full schedule, prices, details, and course information, visit 
our website, www.jewishstudycenter.org.  Discounts for online 
registration! 

Lifelong Learning

Downtown Study Group
Tuesdays at noon  

Sept. 9, Nov. 18, Dec. 9, Jan. 13, Feb. 10,  
March 10, April 14, May 12, June 9   

Led by Rabbis Steinlauf, Feinberg, and Holtzblatt
Cost: There is no charge for the class, but there is a fee for 
lunch. For more information, please contact Beryl Saltman, 
Beryl.Saltman@adasisrael.org.

Join this highly motivated group that has been meeting 
monthly in a downtown conference room for more than 
25 years. The Downtown Study Group meets (mostly) the 
second Tuesday of the month over lunch at a convenient 
downtown location to study texts and grapple with power-
ful Jewish issues. The intellectual level of the group ensures 
that every session is challenging, intellectually satisfying, 
and horizon-broadening. This cohesive group welcomes 
new members, and this class is open to the community. 

Todah Rabah. . . From our B’nai Mitzvah 
We express our sincerest thanks to Joseph and Ellen 
Goldstein for providing the books we give as gifts to our 
b’nai mitzvah from the Paul Goldstein–Lillian Goldstein 
Lande B’nai Mitzvah Book Fund. Through this fund, 
the children received Siddur Sim Shalom, which will be 
worthwhile and useful to them in the coming years. 

Last year’s b’nai mitzvah also received the book, 
Jewish Washington: Scrapbook of an American Community, 
underwritten in part by the Jewish Historical Society of 
Greater Washington. These gifts are in addition to the 
kiddush cups given by the Sisterhood and the Men’s Club. 

We know these gifts are appreciated because we hear 
from previous b’nai mitzvah and their parents that they use 
them while in high school and take them along when they 
go off to college. We are grateful for the opportunity to 
provide these special gifts.

Follow Us on Facebook
Join the Community . . . Follow Us on Facebook

Visit our Adas Israel Facebook Page 
at facebook.com/adasisraeldc to get 
up-to-the-minute information in your 
community.

Just “like” our page! Our goal is 3,000 
fans by Sukkot. A special prize will be 

drawn from our first 3,000 fans. Join in the fun! ¢
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Adas Fund
In Honor Of: Engagement of Heather 
McWilliams & David Polonsky by Suzanne 
Davidson.
In Memory Of: Sandy Steinlauf by Lisa 
Gurwitch.
Aronson Family Library Fund
By: Eric Dunn & Stephanie Meyer.
Benjamin Eric Cooper Memorial Scholarship 
Fund
In Memory Of: Benjamin Eric Cooper by 
Richard Cooper & Judith Areen.
Bereavement Fund
In Memory Of: Eric Rehfeld by Eva Rehfeld.
Bikkur Cholim Flower Fund
In Memory Of: Evelyn Davis by Marcia 
Feuerstein.
Cantor Brown Discretionary Fund
By: Ricki Gerger.
In Honor Of: Cantor Brown by Randall Levitt & 
Johanna Chanin, Richard Kramer.
With Thanks For: Cantor Brown’s kindness by 
Sonia Herson.
In Memory Of: Annette Sherman by Rennie 
Sherman.
Cantor Max Wohlberg Memorial Fund
In Memory Of: Jack Rabinowitz by Glenn & 
Cindy Easton.
Capital Fund Contributions
In Honor Of: Engagement of Heather 
McWilliams & David Polonsky by Manuel 
Schiffres & Rae Grad.
Charlotte & Hubert Schlosberg High Holy Day 
Mahzor Fund
In Memory Of: Leo Schlosberg by Hubert 
Schlosberg.
Congregational Kiddush Fund
In Honor Of: Aufruf of Kelli Lafferty & Michael 
Raboy by Rachelle & Michael Raboy. Wedding 
of Lisa Zusman & Jason Kravitz by Lisa 
Zusman & Jason Kravitz. Ruth Ernst’s special 
birthday by Frank Spigel. Noam Jacobovitz 
becoming a bar mitzvah by Jeffrey Jacobovitz & 
Leah Hadad. Patricia Hartge & Alan Strasser’s 
37th anniversary aliyah by Alan Strasser & 
Trisha Hartge. Aufruf of David Olson & Jonah 
Richmond by Gary & Anna Richmond, Paul & 
Vickie Olsen. 
In Memory Of: Stephen Chiswick by Barry 
Chiswick.
Daily Minyan Fund
For The Speedy Recovery Of: Alan Gerson by 
Neal & Ava Gross.
In Memory Of: Robert Horwitz by Marvene 
Horwitz.
Dan Kaufman Children’s Program Fund
In Memory Of: Minnie Kaufman by Minna 
Kaufman.
Debra Goldberg Educational Fund
In Honor Of: Marriage of Harry Liss & Dr. 
Jill Lange, Birth of Susan Goldman’s 
granddaughter, Madalyn, sale of chametz, all 

by Seth Waxman & Debra Goldberg.
Dr. Louis & Althea JacobsCamp Ramah 
Scholarship Fund
In Memory Of: Althea Jacobs by Jared Jacobs.
Esther Saks Abelman Yiddish Cultural Fund
In Memory Of: Norman Abelman by Diane 
Abelman Wattenberg.
Ethel & Nat Popick Chronicle Fund
In Memory Of: Margot Heckman by Dorothy, 
Nappy, & Steven Block.
Frances & Leonard Burka Social Action 
Endowment
In Memory Of: Elliott L. Burka by Leonard & 
Frances Burka.
Fund for the Future
In Memory Of: Harry & Sara Lustine by Norbert 
& Doris Lustine.
Garden of the Righteous
In Memory Of: Paul Boymel by Judy Strauch. 
Erika Brodsky by Jean Bernard.
Harry & Judie Linowes Youth Endowment Fund
In Memory Of: Mildred Bierman, Alvin 
Bernstein, Esther Nussdorf, all by Harry & 
Judie Linowes.
Havurah Kiddush Fund
By: Kenneth Heitner & Rhoda Ritzenberg, Janet 
Kolodner.
In Honor Of: Linda & Razi Yitzchak’s 45th 
anniversary by Michael & Joyce Stern, Arnie & 
Mary Hammer. Susan & Matt Finston’s 25th 
anniversary by Michael & Joyce Stern. Irene & 
Dick Spero’s 50th anniversary by Bob & Hazel 
Keimowitz. Sandy Mendelson’s 80th birthday 
by Mileve Phillips & Miriam Rosenthal, Michael 
& Joyce Stern.
In Memory Of: Paul Boymel, Bernice Cohen 
by Arnie & Mary Hammer. Edward “Ned” 
Stutman by Suzanne Stutman. Herbert Spira 
by Lynnette Spira. 
Ida Mendelson Memorial Prayer Book Fund
In Memory Of: Lillian Kramer by Mildred 
Krupsaw.
Irvin Wolloch Memorial Endowment Fund
In Memory Of: Irvin Wolloch by Lillie Wolloch.
Leah Chanin Day School Fund
In Honor Of: Birth of Eli Ziv Netanel Johnson 
by Fradel Kramer.
Lillian & Daniel Ezrin Fund for Ritual Objects
In Memory Of: Adolph & Diana Cooper by 
Norbert & Doris Lustine. Ivan Allan Ezrine by 
Joel & Rhoda Ganz.
Maxine & Gerald Freedman Endowment Fund
For The Speedy Recovery Of: Dorothy Block by 
Maxine Freedman.
Melvin Gelman Religious School Fund
In Memory Of: Sandy Steinlauf by Marc & Elise 
Lefkowitz. Sara Palmer by David & Toni Bickart.
Mildred & Jess Fisher Nursery School Fund
In Honor Of: Birth of Hazzan Jenna Greenberg 
& Rabbi Joshua Ginzburg’s son, Birth of 
Annabelle Ileana Braunstein, Engagement of 
Heather McWilliams & David Polonsky, Birth 

of Rowan Diefenbach, all by Sheri Brown.
Milton Engel Library Fund
In Honor Of: Birth of Benjamin Ellis Promisel 
by Jane Baldinger.
In Memory Of: Sandy Steinlauf, Laura Both by 
Diana Engel.
Minnie & Abraham S. Kay Israel Scholarship 
Fund
In Memory Of: Sara Palmer by Glenn & Cindy 
Easton.
Morris Hariton Senior Programming Fund
In Memory Of: Ruth Paly by Glenn Easton.
Offerings Fund
By: Janet Stotsky
In Honor Of: Ron Schwarz’s birthday by Manuel 
Schiffres & Rae Grad. Engagement of Heather 
McWilliams & David Polonsky by David & 
Toni Bickart. Noam Jacobovitz becoming a bar 
mitzvah by Jill & Marc Isaacs.
In Memory Of: Barbara Shapiro Ginsburg 
& Samuel Shapiro by Dr. Stanley Shapiro. 
Edward Kirshen by Alan & Jeanie Kirshen. 
Naomi Koplin Mizroch by Dr. Stephen 
Mizroch. Harvey Rosenthal by Cathryn Miller. 
Charlotte Katz by Blanche Speisman. Alvin 
Bernstein by Gloria Bernstein. Eileen Mullen 
by Daniel Mullen. Joseph Kay by Marvin Kay. 
Michael Berg by Lynn Phillips, Gary Garofalo. 
Abraham Schwartz & Bess Schwartz by 
Dr. Frederic Schwartz. Shirley Hardis by Dr. 
Jonathan Hardis. Edna Weiner by Barry & 
Shelly Naft. Joseph Herson by David & Toni 
Bickart, Randall Levitt & Johanna Chanin.
Rabbi Feinberg Discretionary Fund
By: Ricki Gerger
In Honor Of: Ron Schwarz’s 70th birthday by 
Mileve Phillips & Miriam Rosenthal. Rabbi 
Feinberg by Sonia Herson.
With Thanks For: Boker Ohr class by Warren 
Clark. Rabbi Feinberg & for prayers for Lillian 
Kramer by Richard Kramer.
In Memory Of: Sadie Sinrod Altman by Zalma 
Slawsky. Allan Isack by Arthur Isack. Mary 
Sugar, Ruth & Arnold Perper, Barbara Perper 
Satin, Jeffrey Alan Perper, Laura Satin, 
Michael Joseph Perper, Sam & Mary Sugar, 
Clara Linkoff, all by Marvin & Sandra Sugar. 
Rabbi Stanley Rabinowitz History Fund
In Memory Of: Evelyn Sachs, Paul Boymel, 
Alvin Bernstein, all by Harry & Tamara 
Handelsman. Joseph Herson by Glenn & Cindy 
Easton.
Rabbi Steinlauf Discretionary Fund
In Honor Of: Rabbi Steinlauf by Randall Levitt 
& Johanna Chanin, Sonia Herson. Steinlauf 
family by Laura Clubok.
Refuah Shlema To: Daven ben Elijah v’Hinda 
Leah by Steve Brown.
In Memory Of: Bernice K. Cohen by Michael & 
Joyce Stern. Sandy Steinlauf by Seth Waxman 
& Debra Goldberg.

Contributions The congregation gratefully acknowledges 
the following contributions:
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Rose R. Freudberg Sisterhood Memorial Library 
Fund
In Honor Of: Elinor Tattar’s 36 years at Adas 
Israel by Norbert & Doris Lustine, Roger & 
Renée Fendrich.
In Memory Of: Claire S. Postman by Sydell 
Sandy. Marion Laeger by Susan Sturc. Paul 
Boymel by Adrian & Annette Morchower, 
Elinor Tattar. Irving Walter by Dr. Sybil Wolin. 
Stanley Belkin by Adrian & Annette 
Morchower, Sandra Zuckerman. Aaron 
Goldman by Paula Goldman. Dr. Alvin Sidell 
by Arlene Sidell Cohen. Tsippora Masliansky 
by Nechama Masliansky. Donald Davidson by 
Sander Davidson. Anne Wiedman by Mildred 
Jacobs. Joseph Antonelli & Margaretha 
Antonelli by Arthur Antonelli. Minnie Flock 
by Harriet Isack.
Sandra & Clement Alpert Fund for Family 
Education
In Memory Of: Michael Berg by Glenn & Cindy 
Easton. Judge Milton Alpert, Cecile Alpert by 
Dr. Clement Alpert.
Shelley Remer Gan HaYeled Enrichment Fund
Mazel Tov To: Noam Jacobovitz, Ethan 
Chanin, Jack Margolis, Sam Ikenson, Emma 
Herman, Maia Kotelanski, on becoming  
b’nai mitzvah, by Shelley Remer. Leah Chanin 
on reciving the 2014 Yad Hakavod award by 
Stewart & Shelley Remer
Social Action Fund
In Honor Of: Ron Schwarz’s birthday by Daniel 
& Nancy Weiss.
In Memory Of: Evelyn Kamerow Sachs by 
Allan & Bobbie Fried. Sara Palmer by Daniel 
& Nancy Weiss. Edward Goldberg, Fannie 
Goldberg & Nelson Goldberg, all by Stuart & 
Jamie Butler.

Stanley & Veeda Wiener Memorial Fund
In Memory Of: Stanley P. Snyder, Stanley A. 
& Veeda C. Wiener & David E. Snyder, all by 
Ruth Snyder.
Sylvia B. Nelson Memorial Endowment Fund
In Memory Of: Sylvia Nelson by Glenn & Cindy 
Easton.
Sylvia Feldman Shapiro Memorial Endowment 
Fund
In Memory Of: Bessie Feldman by Rose Burka.
Tot Shabbat Program
In Memory Of: Sarah Hadad by Joshua Bobeck 
& Susan Glickman.
Traditional Minyan Kiddush Fund
In Honor Of: Juliana Isaac on her entry into 
McGill University by Alzbeta Klein, Howard & 
Alex Isaac.
In Memory Of: Sarah Palmer by Bill Levenson.
Tzedakah Fund
In Memory Of: Leah Goldman by Martin 
Goldman. Rose Goldberg by Diane Cross. 
Edith M. Schwartz by David M. Schwartz. 
George Levinson by Jackie Levinson. Aaron & 
Cecile Goldman by Michael Goldman. Daniel 
Schorr by Lisbeth Schorr. Bernice Cohen 
by Glenn & Cindy Easton. Dorothy Sauber 
& Benjamin Sauber by Anthony Sauber. 
Kenneth Kresch by Kathy Ingber. Julius 
Kiviat by Lillian Rubin. Florence Shapiro by 
Mary Elizabeth Sadun. Pearl Joffe by Mary 
Elizabeth Sadun.
Vision of Renewal Fund
In Honor Of: Marriage of Johanna Chanin & 
Randy Levitt, Marriage of Hana Hasunerova 
& Asaf Nagler by Roger & Renée Fendrich.
In Memory Of: Esther Nussdorf by Morris & 
Lynn Kletzkin, Nancy & Robert Carr, Elizabeth & 

Peter Forster, Roger & Renée Fendrich, Scott & 
Sandy Katzman, Michele & Allan Berman, Clark 
Enterprises, Inc., Gary & Roz Jonas, Steven & 
Ruth Kleinrock, David & Toni Bickart, Alan & 
Nancy Bubes, Clark Construction Group, LLC. 
Sara P. Palmer by Larry & Melanie Nussdorf, 
Roger & Renée Fendrich. Bernice Cohen by 
Larry Nussdorf & Melanie Franco Nussdorf.
Yale Goldberg School Retreats Fund
In Honor Of: Pauline Goldberg’s 100th 
birthday by Joel & Rhoda Ganz.
In Memory Of: Paul Boymel by Glenn & Cindy 
Easton.
Yizkor/Yahrzeit Fund
In Memory Of: Ellen Steinhorn Rubenstein 
by Madelyn Shapiro. Alvin Bernstein by 
Maddie. Shapiro, Sanford & Beverly Cohen. 
Philip Goldstein by Stanley & Carol Goldman. 
Bertha Teicher, Hyman C. Teicher by Harry 
Teicher. Pearl Cohen by Sheldon S. Cohen. 
Lester H. Schwartz by David M. Schwartz. 
David Lipsitz by Alan Lipsitz. Leon Wolfe by 
Anne Wolfe, Nancy Wolfe & Jane Wertheimer. 
Etta Cohen by Sheldon I. Cohen. Philip Israel 
Rosen by Judy Cohen. Naomi Cummins by 
Nancy Silverman. Allene Bildman Baum by 
Lois Levitan.
Youth Activities Fund
In Memory Of: Wendy Schloss Shain by Stanley 
& Ellen Albert. Zuse Honikman by Gerrie Dubit. 
Eric Ehrenberg by Pamela, Talia & Nathan 
Ehrenberg. Samuel Laby by Miriam Vinicur. 
Evelyn Berkower by Dr. Ira Berkower. Ruth 
Parnes & Daniel Parnes by Sandy & Lydia 
Parnes. Alvin Bernstein by Sanford & Beverly 
Cohen. Dorothy Kluft Stearns by Sanford  & 
Beverly Cohen, Ed Kluft. Terri Paul by Douglas 
Paul. ¢

Contributions Continued

With the close of the Vision of Renewal building renovation, fol-
lowed immediately by the daunting 
operational demands of the High 
Holy Days, we would like to express 
our sincere and heartfelt thank you 
to Bradley Anderson, Steve Claar, 
Calvin Casey, Charles Mallory, Phillip 
Thomas, and Marc Holderman for 
successfully and graciously navigat-
ing one of the most challenging 
operational periods in the history of 
Adas Israel.  

Through the countless relocation 
trials arising from our building reno-
vation, the impressively busy program-
ming calendar at Adas Israel, and the 
formidable task of preparing a brand-
new building for 5,000 High Holy Day 
visitors in less than a week, this team has proven time-and-again 
that they simply are Adas Israel. Without their commitment, 

dedication, hard work, and support, Adas Israel just wouldn’t go. 
Every time chairs are set up in 

one of our worship experiences, ev-
ery time the tables are dressed and 
prepared for one of our community 
dinners, every time the lights are 
turned on at Adas Israel—it happens 
because one or more members of 
this incredible team has invested the 
time, energy, and impressive physical 
labor required to make our worship 
and gathering experiences a reality. 
It’s easy to take it for granted when 
things run smoothly at a synagogue, 
but without these precious members 
of our Adas Israel family, we’d have a 
hard time calling this place home. 

Yasher koach and thank you, guys. 
We simply could not do this without you—and we are eternally 
grateful. ¢ 

The Best Maintenance Team on Planet Earth

Taking a rare break are members of the best 
maintenance team on earth (left to right): Steve Claar, 
Calvin Casey, Charles Mallory, Phil Thomas, Marc 
Holderman, and Bradley Anderson.
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Give to the Ezra Pantry  
@ Adas Israel

The Ezra Pantry is located in the 
coatroom of the Quebec Street 

Entrance Foyer, next to the Biran 
Beit Midrash. When you go to the 
supermarket, be sure to buy extra 

for those in need!

Yasher koach to the Hesed and Membership 
committees, and all those who volunteered to 
help deliver over 300 High Holy Day gift bags 
to new and veteran members before Rosh Ha-
shanah. Each year, the Hesed and Membership 
committees coordinate the delivery of bags of 
holiday warmth to the newest members of the 
Adas Israel family. This wonderful mitzvah rep-
resents the absolute best in our community, 
and we express our deepest gratitude to those 
who endeavor to make Adas Israel a warm and 
welcoming community for all its members. 

To get involved with these committees, 
please contact Rabbi Feinberg,  Rabbi.Feinberg@
adasisrael.org or 202-362-4433.

300 High Holy Day Gift Bags Delivered! 




