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Corner American Judaism
Join us for an amazing
ideas, he led a Passover seder in Bhutan; consultby
Rabbi
Charles
Feinberg

JOURNEY TO IMMOKALEE
In September, I accompanied
a group of 15 rabbis to visit
Immokalee, Florida. Immokalee
is located in the middle of the
state, an hour east of Fort Myers,
two hours west of Boca Raton.
Immokalee is the center of the
tomato industry in Florida. It
is estimated that 60 percent of
the nation’s tomatoes are grown
in central Florida. Rabbis for
Human Rights-North America (of
which I am the co-chairperson)
sponsored the trip. The Florida
tomato industry has been the
center of human rights abuses
for many years. Migrant workers
who pick the tomatoes have
been physically and sexually
abused and even enslaved. Older
members of the congregation
may remember Edward R.
Murrow’s documentary, Harvest
of Shame, aired in November
1960, which showed how
migrant workers in Florida were
continued on page 2

weekend learning
experience at Adas.
This year we welcome
Rabbi Irwin Kula as our
special guest teacher
and facilitator. Rabbi
Kula uses Jewish wisdom to speak to all
aspects of modern life and relationships and inspire people across the globe. An engaged and
thoughtful trader in the global marketplace of

Celebrate Hanukkah and Save Lives

Donate Solar Cookers for Darfur as Hanukkah Gifts
Adas Israel members again have the opportunity to bring light and sustenance to the people
of Darfur, still displaced and in refugee camps.
This will be the congregation’s fourth Hanukkah
nefesh ahat min haolam.
The Solar Cooker Project
enables women to remain
safely in the camps, using
the solar cookers, without
having to leave to find firewood and risk attack. The
women also have income opportunities through
making additional solar cookers, training others
to use the cookers, and making carrying bags to
increase the cookers’ life span.
A gift of $30 provides two solar cookers,
two pots and potholders, a year’s supply of

cooking bags, and training for the refugee
women and girls. Earmark your donation request to the Social Action Fund and indicate
that it is for Darfur Solar
Cookers. You may charge
the donation to your synagogue account or mail
your check to Adas Israel
(2850 Quebec Street, NW,
Washington DC 20008)
and mark “solar cookers”
on the check’s memo line,
or visit adasisrael.org.
For more information, please contact
Judy Herr, jnherr20814@yahoo.com. You can
watch a YouTube video of the solar cookers in use at youtube.com/watch?v=ou61_
Wtu5TY&feature=channel. ¢
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ed with government officials in Rwanda; helped
build cultural and interfaith bridges in Qatar; and
met with leaders as diverse as the Dalai Lama
and Queen Noor to discuss compassionate leadership in the 21st century.
Fast Company magazine and Religion and
Ethics Newsweekly (PBS) both named him one
of the leaders shaping the American spiritual
landscape, and he has been cited by Newsweek
for many years as one of America’s “Most Influential Rabbis.” Rabbi Kula is the president
continued on page 3

Page 5

Page 6
Page 8

Page 10
Page 12
Page 13
Page 13

Education
Page 14

Contributions
Page 18

Tikkun Olam
Page 20

February 2010 • Chronicle • 3

Clergy Corner
Journey continued from page 1
abused and treated like slaves. The Murrow documentary quotes
a farmer as saying, “We used to own our slaves; now we just rent
them.”
During the last 51 years not much has changed. The workers
have changed; in 1960 most were African American. Today,
most are Mexican, Central American, and Asian. But the working
conditions have been terrible, and the workers who pick our
vegetables have been abused in countless ways. During the day
I spent in Immokalee, I learned how workers are recruited, how
they pick tomatoes, and how much pay they receive. I learned
that the owners of the vast farms that produce the tomatoes
often disclaim any responsibility for the abuses that take place
on their farms. We also learned that migrant workers often have
been enslaved. They have been forcibly held against their will by
the men who recruited them for work. During the last 12 years,
there have been seven successful federal prosecutions of slavers:
men who forcibly held workers against their will. There are
currently two prosecutions against slavers in progress.
Yet change seems to be taking hold in the tomato industry.
A number of the buyers of the tomatoes have supported some
basic changes in the working conditions of the migrant workers.
Corporations that own Taco Bell, McDonald’s, and Subway, as
well as some large corporate food service companies, have told
the farmers they will not purchase tomatoes that have been
harvested with slave labor. Under some pressure from their
large corporate buyers, the farmers who are actually large agribusinessmen, have agreed to sign a contract guaranteeing safe
and healthy working conditions and an increase in pay.
The workers who harvest tomatoes bend close to the ground
picking the tomatoes and filling up a large bucket. When the
bucket is full, it weighs 32 pounds. Tomato harvesters pick
approximately 20 buckets a day. For each bucket, the worker
has received 50 cents, which comes out to about a penny and a
half a pound. Part of the new contract guarantees the worker a
penny increase a pound to two and a half cents. In addition, the
contract provides for a third party to investigate any report of
physical or sexual abuse. Workers will be able to file a complaint
in confidentiality without fear of retribution. Workers also will
be paid for the time they are in the fields. Previously, although
workers had to be in the fields hours before the tomatoes were
ready to be harvested, they were not paid for that time. That will
change with the new contract.
During our visit to Immokalee, we met and spoke with the
first farmer to sign the new contract. He did so last year. His
name is Jon Esformes. Mr. Esformes owns large farms in Virginia,
Georgia, Florida, and Mexico, and his home is in Los Angeles.
So he is not a small family farmer. But he spoke beautifully
about his responsibility to his workers. He referred to passages
from the Hebrew Bible that speak about treating day workers
with respect. Mr. Esformes is Jewish and he spoke about how
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Please Note These Office Closings
Thursday, November 24, Thanksgiving Day
Schools/Offices Closed
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am Evening Minyan: 6:00 pm
Friday, November 25, Day After Thanksgiving
Schools/Offices Closed
Morning Minyan: 8:30 am Kabbalat Shabbat: 6:00 pm

the Jewish tradition is an important source of guidance and
inspiration. Our group was very much taken by this man and his
commitment to decent working conditions for tomato workers.
This will be the first year that most of the other farmers are
supposed to abide by the conditions in the contract. It remains
to be seen whether the owners will take responsibility and make
sure that they abide by the contract. Moreover, while the fast
food industry has played an important role in bringing about
the contract, the supermarkets have resisted signing it. The
Coalition of Immokalee Workers has targeted Publix (a large
supermarket chain in the southeast) and Trader Joe’s this year.
Both companies have resisted signing off on the agreement.
Rabbis for Human Rights-NA plans to raise awareness in the
Jewish community about the resistance of these two companies.
We live in a society in which many of us know little how our food
reaches our grocery stores and butchers or how our clothing is
made. The food and clothing comes from places far away from
us. Expanding our awareness about how our food is grown and
harvested and how our clothes are manufactured is essential
to making decisions about what we buy. Moreover, we as a
people are particularly sensitive to those who live in slave-like
conditions. Every year during the seder, we read that everyone is
supposed to imagine himself or herself as having left Egypt. We
have an obligation to make sure that the food we eat and the
clothes we wear are not produced by slaves.
Later this month, we will gather with family and friends to
celebrate Thanksgiving. Let us all take a moment at our holiday
tables to remember and honor the workers who harvest our
food. Let us honor God by honoring the image of God in every
human being. ¢

Charles Jay Pilzer
Synagogue Computer
Center

We express our appreciation to the family of Charles Jay
Pilzer, of blessed memory, for its continued support of our
library computer center. Used by students and adults alike,
the center is a meaningful way of remembering Charles and
links his long interest in computers with his love of Jewish
learning while commemorating the three generations of
Pilzer family participation in our congregation.
May Charles's memory and this wonderful gift continue
to inspire generations of children and adults in the years to
come. ¢

From the President

This month, I want to highlight the upcoming Torah Lishmah
Weekend, November 18–20, when we will have the enviable opportunity to study with the inspiring Rabbi Irwin Kula. I say “we,”
but in fact, I will be attending a beloved cousin’s wedding out
of town, truly the only thing that would keep me from being at
Adas to learn from Rabbi Kula. Many of you know Rabbi Kula’s
books and perspectives; his philosophy of religion might be
summarized as empowering us to translate our religious experience and rituals into the language and actions that guide our
public and private choices in life.
In thinking about Rabbi Kula’s weekend with us, I began to
think about some of my own choices, both religious and secular,
and in doing so, decided that this month’s column should be
titled, “Why I do what I do (and why this should not matter to
you).” Many years back, my family and I decided that every Rosh
Hashanah, we would pick an additional kind of observance to
add to what we did already. One year, we decided to start keeping kosher “out” (of the house). Another, we stopped doing commercial activities on Shabbat. You get the picture. These were all
fine things to do and each had meaning for me and gave me a
sense of fulfillment. After all, the fulfillment of mitzvot for a Jew
is the quintessential pursuit of the holy. But, I hope I will not offend by admitting that I have not (at least not yet) reached the
point where I fully embrace ritual and observance as ends unto
themselves. So what are they ends unto?
Each of us will have a different answer to this question (and
actually, because we are Jews, we’ll likely each have more than
one answer), but failing to ask it from time to time may rob us
of the opportunity to lead truly Jewish lives, rather than lives
“merely” infused with Jewish ritual and observance.
If all this religious practice (practice, practice) doesn’t lead to
a greater structure for how we live our lives (and here I mainly
mean moral and ethical structure), then I am at a loss. Yes, perpetuating tradition is important to me, but just to perpetuate it
for the sake of creating another generation of knowledgeable

and observant Jews whose lives are no more
or less meaningful because of these traditions . . . this seems incomplete to me. I think
we create and perpetuate rituals to serve
as reminders, conduits, guardians—of our
fundamental values. Though I keep kosher,
Johanna Chanin
eating kosher food is not a fundamental
value to me—but daily reminders of my commitment to a Jewish system of values, now that has “meat” to it.
There are countless ways to accomplish this goal, I feel. (Perhaps not countless, but at least 613.) Another example: several
years after embarking on the annual “add-an-observance” program described above, I was inspired by another congregant to
join Adas’s Bereavement Committee. I have since been part of
several tahara teams (small groups that prepare the body of the
deceased for burial). Nothing I have ever done in my life and none
of the other observances I added/subtracted over the years has
ever revealed to me the underlying values of Jewish ritual the way
tahara has. It is as close to a feeling of holiness as I will ever know.
But tahara is not a unique Jewish experience—each one of us has
a way to access the values and meanings of our tradition, whether
through the programs of our Social Action Council, by volunteering to assist with our mikvah or outreach to shut-ins, through our
musical prayers and services, through our many study opportunities or through our daily minyan . . . the possibilities are endless.
This is why I titled this column, “Why I do what I do (and why it
shouldn’t matter to you)”—our communal goal at Adas Israel is to
foster Judaism in the myriad ways that provide meaning both to
our community and to each of us individually.
However it is that you make Judaism important in your life,
I hope you’ll join us for Torah Lishma Weekend to learn and debate with Rabbi Kula, a true “prophet” of the kind of Jewish experience I try to describe above—and for a real examination of why
it is that you do what you do.
Johanna Chanin

Torah Lishma Weekend continued from page 1
of Clal—The National Jewish Center for
Learning and Leadership, a leadership–
training institute, think tank, and resource
center in New York City.
The celebration of Jewish learning for
all ages continues throughout the weekend, the theme of which is “Leadership in
Jewish Life.” Rabbi Kula will make three
presentations. On Friday night, following
services at 6:00 pm, he will make his first
presentation on “From Tribe to Wisdom:
American Judaism in the 21st Century.”
On Saturday morning, he will give a d’var
Torah. Following kiddush luncheon, Rabbi
Kula will give his second talk, “Mixers,
Blenders, Benders, and Switchers: Torah
Without Borders.”
On Sunday morning, the learning continues with a special Beit HaMidrash pro-

gram. At 10:00 am, a light breakfast will be
served, after which will follow “Does Judaism Work?” a Dialogue and Learning with
Rabbis Irwin Kula and Gil Steinlauf.
Come and be a part of a new wave in
Jewish life in the 21st century, as we take
our age-old practices and evolve them for
new generations. We look forward to sharing this remarkable weekend experience
together with you, your family, and friends.
At Adas, we want to give everyone,
regardless of background—even if you’re
not Jewish!—the chance to experience
the power of Torah Lishma. Come and
learn in the way our people have learned
for thousands of years—engaging in
study for the pleasure and insight it gives.
Our goal is to make learning relevant
and exciting to new generations of Jews.

continued on page 9

Weekend Schedule
Friday, Nov. 18
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat
7:00 pm Dinner (reservations required*) &
“From Tribe to Wisdom: American Judaism in
the 21st Century”
Saturday, Nov. 19
9:30 am Morning services, D’var Torah by
Rabbi Kula
12:15 pm Kiddush Luncheon
1:00 pm “Mixers, Blenders, Benders, and
Switchers: Torah Without Borders.”
4:30 pm Mincha/Maariv
Sunday, Nov. 20
8:30 am Shacharit
10:00 am Breakfast
10:30 am “Does Judaism Work?” A Dialogue
and Learning with Rabbis Irwin Kula and Gil
Steinlauf
*Shabbat dinner: RSVP to Carol Ansell, 202362-4433 or carol.ansell@adasisrael.org. Dinner
is $25 for adults and $18 for children under 10.
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United Contributions for Worldwide Conservative/Masorti
Judaism

As in past years, the Adas Israel Congregation dues statement
includes voluntary contributions to Mercaz/Masorti and to the
Jewish Theological Seminary. Our contributions to and efforts on
behalf of these organizations are proving more vital every year.
I strongly encourage all of us to make commitments to Mercaz/
Masorti and the Jewish Theological Seminary through our dues
statement and other donations. In doing so, we can help to ensure that the Jewish traditions and values that are so important
to us will continue to resonate in our lives.
Masorti, meaning
traditional, is the organization of Conservative
congregations across
Israel. Masorti congregations are fulfilling the religious and social needs
of the 80% of the Israeli
population who are not
Orthodox. In spite of
their vital role, these congregations receive no support from the
Israeli government. Currently boasting over 60 congregations,
the Masorti movement provides nursery schools, camps and
youth groups, social services, clothing distribution centers, and
more. Your donations to Masorti are critical for this crucial work
to continue.
Mercaz is the Zionist membership organization of the Conservative Movement, the voice of Conservative Jewry within the
World Zionist Organization, the Jewish Agency for Israel, the
American Zionist Movement, and the Jewish National Fund. Its

Boker Ohr

The students in Rabbi
Feinberg’s Shabbat Boker
Or class recently honored
him with a special gift
to commemorate the
conclusion of five years of
study. They arranged to
have the two very well-used
Hebrew Tanachim the rabbi would bring to class each week
rebound in leather and restored to their original condition. In
the photo above participant Susan Klein presents the rabbi
with one of the rebound books.
Varying the emphasis each year, Rabbi Feinberg and
the participants have studied the Parasha with modern
commentaries only, with Rashi’s commentary, and with
selections from the Midrash. In addition, Rabbi Feinberg has
devoted one year to the study of the weekly haftarah. More
recently, he has presented selected commentaries from the
Rabbinic, medieval, and modern periods. Starting, October
22, he will be studying with the group the second third of the
Parasha with commentaries from all three periods of history.
Boker Ohr meets on Shabbat mornings from 8:00 to 9:15
am in the Board Room. ¢
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purpose is to support religious
pluralism in Israel and strengthen the connection between
Israel and the Diaspora. Your
membership in Mercaz enables
our representatives to obtain
allocations for many of the Conservative programs and for the
movement to secure millions of
dollars of funding from the Jewish Agency for movement programs.
For more than 100 years, the Jewish Theological Seminary
of America has played a unique and central role in the life of the
Conservative Movement. Situated in New York, its influence and
leadership are felt here in the United States, Europe, and South
America as well as in Israel. In addition to training Conservative
rabbis, cantors, Jewish educators, and teachers, the Seminary enrolls many others who take courses or participate in programs because of its high academic level. Because it is a religious institution
and cannot solicit government funds, the only constituency to
which the Seminary can turn for support is members of the Conservative Movement. We are its primary source of funding, just as
it is our source of intellectual and spiritual strength. Therefore, we
call on every member to contribute a minimum of $18.
Thank you for participating in this endeavor and for recognizing how vital the Seminary is for our Movement, for the future of
the American Jewish community, and for our Movement’s efforts
to create pluralism in Israel.
—Rabbi Gil Steinlauf

HIGH
HOLY DAY
VOUNTEERS
It takes a crew of
volunteers to process
5,000 High Holy Day
tickets and to label 3,500
new machzorim.
Our thanks to
Toby Kahn, Arleen
Kessler, Gerry
Lezell, Deborah
Russak, and Ron
and Rise
Schlesinger.

Sisterhood
Torah Fund

5772 Campaign Currently Underway

The Torah Fund Campaign of Women’s League
for Conservative Judaism provides an
opportunity to preserve, promote,
and perpetuate Conservative/Masorti
Judaism. It helps maintain the highest
levels of scholarship and leadership at
The Jewish Theological Seminary (New
York City), the Ziegler School of Rabbinic
Studies (Los Angeles), and the Schechter
Institute of Jewish Studies (Jerusalem).
Since its launch in 1942, the Torah Fund
campaign has raised more than $66 million.
Adas Israel Sisterhood has been an integral part of the
campaign through the years. Help us meet our goal of
$12,000 for the 5772 (this year) campaign.
This year’s Torah Fund theme, Hiddur Mitzvah—beautifying
or embellishing a mitzvah, is one that particularly resonates
with women as we have always been involved in Jewish
artistic activities throughout the centuries.
The pomegranate imagery of the 5772 Torah Fund pin
has a multi-layered meaning. Pomegranates (rimmonim) are
associated with the land of Israel as one of its bountiful fruits,
and rimmonim is also the term for the finial adornments on
the atzei chayyim, or staves, of a Torah scroll.
A donation of $180 or more will designate you as a
Benefactor and you will receive this year’s beautiful Torah
Fund pin. Contributions at any level are appreciated. And
everyone making a contribution of $36 or more will be invited
to a special Torah Fund event in 2012.
Please send contributions, checks made out to “Torah
Fund,” to Torah Fund Chair, Mrs. Gerry Lezell, in care of
Sisterhood, Adas Israel Congregation, 2850 Quebec St., NW,
Washington, DC 20008-5296, or use the envelope provided
in the recent mailing. ¢

Ruth & Simon Albert

Sisterhood Gift Shop
HOURS
Sun–Mon & Wed–Fri, 9:30 am–12:30 pm
Tues, 9:30 am–3:00 pm & 6:00–8:00 pm

Blackthorne Forge
Steven Bronstein

Featured Artisan of the Month
Steven Bronstein’s creations blend the primitive charm of
iron work with the energy and interest of contemporary
design. Just as hot metal twists and bends to create beauty,
so does the craft of blacksmithing itself. Among Steven’s
delicate and rugged designs are Hanukkah menorot,
candlesticks, and seder plates.

202-364-2888

adasgiftshop@gmail.com
Every purchase benefits Adas Israel Congregation.

Quality Pre-owned Books for Sale
One Owner (or two at the most)
Low Mileage
Read Slowly by Older Ladies
Stop by Our Showro
Recent fiction for sale
om

for the Deals of 5772

!

Hardcover: $2 each
Paperback: 50¢ each

Sunday, November 20
9:30 am–12:30 pm
Quebec Street Lobby
Don’t pass up these bargains!

Hesed Project

This year the Hesed Project sponsored an outreach to
the congregation’s new and older members. Members of
the Hesed Project, Men’s Club, and Sisterhood delivered
approximately 140 bags containing honey, dried apples,
and a bottle of sparkling grape juice. Kol hakavod to
all the volunteers as well as to Harriet Isack and Krayna
Feinberg, who organized the outreach.
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Todah Rabah

5772 High Holy Day Thank Yous
. . . our clergy: Rabbi Gil Steinlauf, Rabbi Charles Feinberg,
Hazzan Jenna Greenberg; Rabbi Reuven Hammer, Hazzan Abe
Lubin, Mark Novak, Michael Leifman and Robyn Helzner.
. . . our service coordinators: David Bickart, Ken Goldstein,
Susan Kay, Nancy Weiss, and Michael Sloan.
. . . the coordinators and leaders of the Gan and Youth
Services: Joshua Bender, Elie Greenberg, Beth Ann Spector,
Robyn Helzner, Menuhah Peters, Linda Yitzchak, and David
Smolar.
. . . our madrichim (teen assistants): Julia Peck, David Peck,
Daniella Klayman, Zachary Klayman, Jake Shapiro, Hannah
Taub, Maddy Taub, Ari Moskowitz, Jonathan Gabel, David
Landerman, Gavrielle Jacobovitz, Eric Blitzer, Emily Davies,
Jeremy Epstein, Sarah Marcus, Sarah Sloan, and Katherine
Novey.

. . . Steve Kleinrock for sharing his beautiful artwork with us
during the High Holy Days in the Mendelson Gallery.
. . . Sisterhood for the beautiful High Holy Day bimah flowers.
. . . Sisterhood Decorating Committee and coordinators for the
beautiful Sukkot decorations on the bimah and in the sukkah.
. . . Men’s Club “Sukkah Studs,” Randy Asbury, and Steve Claar
for building our sukkah.
. . . Elinor Tattar, High Holy Day coordinator; to the synagogue
and school administrative staff: Carol Ansell, Talya Baiamonte
Schultz, Laura Bloomberg, Jane Baldinger, Gail Leventhal,
Marcia Miller, Rita Nicholls, Beryl Saltman, and Becki Walter.
. . . Josh Bender, director of education, and Sheri Brown,
interim early childhood director; Lesley Brinton, controller;
Beth Ann Spector, program & membership coordinator; Kate
Bailey, communications director; Elie Greenberg, director of
informal programming; and Glenn Easton, executive director.

. . . Meredith Cymerman, membership VP, and Beth Ann
Spector, membership coordinator, for staffing the New
Member Welcome Table.

. . . Randy Asbury, building manager, and the maintenance
staff: William “Butch” Ashley, Calvin Casey, Steve Claar, Charles
Mallory, Phil Thomas, and the crew from PMM Companies.

. . . Torah, Haftarah, & Ashrei readers for Rosh Hashana, Yom
Kippur, Sukkot, & Simchat Torah.

. . . the Charles E. Smith Sanctuary Quartet and musicians: Emily
Levin, Samuel Rabinowitz, Alexander Ebin, and Lily Arbisser;
pianist George Peachey, and cellist Antoinette Gan. On the 2nd
Day of Rosh Hashana: piano, Steve Strunk; bass, Mark Gruen;
woodwinds, Steve Churchill; and percussion, Kenneth Krohn.

. . . Daveners in the Preliminary & Shacharit Services on Rosh
Hashanah & Yom Kippur.
. . . those blowing the shofar: Rabbi Feinberg, Rabbi Moshe
Samber, Jennie Litvack, Ron Sann, Mark Joseph, David
Nemeth, Elie Greenberg, Jeff and Aaron Knishkowy, Kaziah
Brachfeld-Novak, David Smolar, and Menuhah Peters.
. . . those who assisted in polishing all the silver on the Sifrei
Torah for every service!
. . . the alumni of the Abe and Minnie Kay Israel Experience
who shared their Israel experiences before the Israel Bonds
Appeal: Jake Shapiro, Naomi Eitches, Rachel Waldman, and
Emma Fensterheim.
. . . Johanna Chanin, president; Dirk Aardsma, VP; and Jamie
Butler, Religious Practices Committee chair.
. . . Judie and Harry Linowes, Kol Nidre Appeal chairs, and
Pamela Reeves, VP for development.
. . . Sandy Bobb, Israel Bonds chair.
. . . all our ushers and their coordinator, David Lynn.
. . . David Brooks, our Yom Kippur afternoon speaker, and to
interviewer, Sheryl Gay Stolberg.
. . . Hazzan Abe Lubin for coordinating our Selichot Program,
which was underwritten by the Joseph and Mollie Muchnick
Selichot Fund.
. . . our Martyrology readers.
. . . Marky and Martin Kirsch for dedicating our Yizkor Book of
Remembrance in loving memory of their parents, Samuel and
Sadie Lebowitz and Ralph and Helen Kirsch.
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. . . Toni Bickart for coordinating our quartet and to those
providing home hospitality and hosting meals: Toni and David
Bickart, Margie Siegel, Rachel and Rob Rubin.
. . . all those who dedicated a new Lev Shalem Machzor and to
those who helped with the dedication labels: Arleen Kessler,
Gerry Lezell, Toby Kahn, Ron and Rise Schlesinger, Deborah
Russak, Carol Ansell, and Jane Baldinger.
. . . those who assisted with High Holy Day Tickets in the office:
Arleen Kessler, Gerry Lezell, Toby Kahn, and Ron and Rise
Schlesinger.
. . . the Ruthe and Nathan Katz Dial-In Fund, so members can
hear our services from afar.
. . . the Dr. Judith Kossoff Outreach Program Fund for the
Young Professionals Break-the-Fast Supper and to the
synagogue for the congregational Break-the-Fast.
. . . ICS Protective Services and the Metropolitan Police
Department, Second District.
. . . and the nearly 5,000 members and guests who attended
and participated in our High Holy Day services.
And we extend special thanks to Steve Rabinowitz
and Laurie Moskowitz for sponsoring the Erev Simchat
Torah refreshments in memory of Steve’s mother, Dorothy
Rabinowitz, on her yarzheit. Linking her memory with the
beauty and importance of Simchat Torah is a lasting and
meaningful memorial to this special person. ¢

Ma Tovu

Honoring Our Leaders & Volunteers
The purpose of this column is to honor and
acknowledge congregants who work tirelessly behind the scenes to enrich our Adas
Israel experience. This month we honor Jamie
Butler. When Jamie Goldberg moved to Washington in 1970 as a volunteer for VISTA (forerunner of AmeriCorps), she wasn’t particularly
observant. Although she had grown up in a
Conservative home, the extent of her Jewish
practice was to celebrate Passover and attend
synagogue on the High Holy days.
About a quarter-century later, Jamie; her
husband, Stuart Butler, a prominent conservative (that’s lowercase “c”) intellectual; and
their daughters, Rachel and Fiona, joined
Adas Israel. The rest, as they say, is history.
Today, Jamie is a regular presence at Adas.
She’s a member of the Board of Directors,
past officer, leads services, reads Torah, and
chairs the Religious Practices Committee.
Outside Adas, Jamie is a partner in Dietzel Butler & Associates, which conducts
educational evaluations for children. She
also sits on the board of Operation Understanding-DC, which brings together Jewish
and African American high school students
to learn and understand each other’s religions, history, and culture. Jamie and Stuart,
who live in the District, are looking forward
to Rachel’s wedding next March.

Jamie Butler was interviewed
by Manny Schiffres.

M: What kind of a Jewish upbringing did
you have?
J: I grew up in an industrial valley town
outside of Pittsburgh and belonged to a
Conservative synagogue. My parents didn’t
observe at home, but I spent a lot of time
in the home of my grandmother, who was
Orthodox and shomer Shabbos. I went to
Hebrew school two times during the week
and on Sunday morning, and I attended
Friday night and Saturday morning services
regularly with her. The synagogue we belonged to was by no means egalitarian. I
was one of the first to become a bat mitzvah
and was permitted to chant only haftarah
and only on a day other than Shabbat.
M: When did you start volunteering at
Adas?
J: I got active as soon as I got there because
my daughter, Rachel, joined the Youth
Choir. Then-Cantor Saltzman was very good
at recruiting parents to help, so I jumped in
right away to help.
M: What else have you been involved in?
J: One of the most meaningful things I do
is work as a chaver on the Bereavement
Committee. When somebody dies, we get in

touch with the family after our clergy
meet with them and act as a liaison
with the funeral home.
M: Is this for all Adas members who experience a loss?
J: Yes, if they choose to work with the Bereavement Committee. And if they do, they
must agree to follow certain Conservative
burial principles. The cost of the funeral is
significantly less than if they worked directly
with a commercial funeral home. More important, we help families when they’re vulnerable, and that makes me feel good. So it’s
probably the biggest mitzvah and the most
rewarding thing I do at the synagogue.
M: What else are you involved in?
J: I’m on the Social Action Council and
have in the past coordinated our Christmas
Day at N Street Village program. I still coordinate the singing part of it. And for the
last two years I have coordinated the work
we do helping to pack meals at People’s
Congregational Church at Christmas and
Thanksgiving. When our girls were young,
we would take them to N Street Village to
expose them to a different world and to
sensitize them to the idea that they have
a responsibility for tikkun olam. I also help
lead the daily minyan service and sometimes read Torah and chant haftorah. And
I’m a member of the Board of Directors.
M: I would think you have to navigate a lot
of potential minefields in this position.
J: We are a diverse congregation that represents the whole range of Conservative
Judaism. So you take an issue like trying to
enable potluck meals inside the synagogue.
Our members range from people who don’t
value kashrut at all, to people who don’t
follow it but value it and therefore want full
kashrut laws observed in the building all the
time, to people who are quite observant and
don’t think it’s the place of the congregation
to set aside a little space for potlucks. So
that was a big issue to look at, and it was a
challenge because there are some very good
reasons for wanting to enable potlucks in
the synagogue to help promote community.
So coming up with a policy for potlucks was
an important step for the committee.
M: What other accomplishments has the
committee made under your watch?
J: Simple things, really, like developing a
guide for the Shabbat morning service in
the Charles E. Smith Sanctuary. This is a
guide for non-Jews who attend services in
the Smith and for Jews who really can’t read
Hebrew quite well. I’m proud of that accomplishment and of the people who worked

Jamie Butler
on the guide. Also, our clergy, along with
lay leadership, began our Keruv initiative,
extending our efforts to welcome Jewish
and non-Jewish family members to Adas.
Something that pleased me very much is
that the Religious Practices Committee recommended to the Board of Directors that
we adopt the new machzor we used this
year, which was very well received.
M: Does the synagogue’s inability to find
replacements immediately for Cantor
Weber and Hazzan Greenberg add pressure to you and the committee?
J: It’s a challenging situation. It means that
everybody, from the officers to the members
of the board of directors to the Personnel
Committee to the staff, needs to communicate and coordinate more. And we’ll need a
lot more lay involvement, for leading services and leyning Torah in both the daily minyan
and in Shabbat morning services.
M: If I may ask a more personal question,
how does it feel being married to a leading conservative intellectual?
J: In spite of different ideas about change
and the role of government, our fundamental values are totally the same. When we
joined Adas 17 years ago, Stuart wasn’t Jewish, and, frankly, I wasn’t particularly observant. But Adas always welcomed both of us
there. Stuart never felt diminished by not being Jewish and, in fact, Adas did a great job
of sucking him in and getting him involved
in things that interested him. In fact, Stuart
and I co-chaired the Scholar-in-Residence
Committee for three years. It was one of the
things we could do together at Adas—besides attend services, of course. A lot of this
had to do with our daughter, Rachel, who
was spiritual and interested in religion. And
that drove us, as responsible parents, to do
more and to learn more. Stuart converted
about 14 years ago, two years before Rachel’s bat mitzvah. Adas brought us together
as a family and it brought us together as a
couple. We’ve grown a lot and we’ve learned
an incredible amount at Adas. ¢
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Life Cycle
Milestones
Marriages
Sara Block Levine, daughter of Shelley Block & Lee Levine,
was married on September 10 to Alvin Isaac Rosenblum, the
son of Candice Sutton Rosenblum & Howard Walder Rosenblum
of Mandeville, LA.
Jeffrey Saltman, son of Alan & Beryl Saltman, married Alysa
Carlin, daughter of David and Roberta Carlin in Ft. Lauderdale,
FL, on September 10.
We wish the newlyweds and their families a life of joy, good health,
and connection to the Jewish community.

B’nai Mitzvah
Julia Kagan, November 5

Julia, daughter of Jennifer and Michael
Kagan, is in the seventh grade at Westland
Middle School in Bethesda. She is creating
and teaching an art workshop for younger
children as part of her mitzvah project.
Julia enjoys summer camp on Cape Cod,
where her grandparents live.

Elisheva Reeves Goldberg,

November 12
Ellie is a graduate of the Gan HaYeled, and
a religious school student at Adas since
kindergarten. She is currently a seventh
grader at Georgetown Day School in
Washington, DC. She is the daughter of
Pamela Ress Reeves and Jeffrey Goldberg,
and the granddaughter of Joan Ress
Reeves, William Reeves (of blessed memory), Ellen Goldberg and
Daniel Goldberg. Ellie shares her simcha with her sister Talia and
brother William.

Kalia Hoechstetter, November 19

Kalia, daughter of Susan Hoechstetter, is in
the seventh grade at Deal Middle School.
She is the granddaughter of Marian
Hoechstetter of Boca Raton, Florida. Kali
celebrates her simcha with family and
friends.

Member in the News

Cary Sherman was named the new chief of the Recording
Industry Association of America.

New Members

Carla Doernberg lives in Silver Spring, where she is a teacher
in PGCPS. Her twin, Wendy Doernberg, is an attorney at the
Department of Labor and lives in Washington.
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Felicia Carter is an attorney at Steptoe and Johnson, LLP, and
lives in Washington.
Aaron Goldstein lives in Arlington, where he is a senior privacy
analyst at Xicon.
Samuel Fuchs is a research assistant in the Health Program at
the American Institute for Research (AIR).
Robert & Mindy Levenson and their children, Katherine Lerner,
and Shoshana, Sydney, and Isibel Levenson, live in Arlington.
Bobby is a small-business attorney at Blackacre 1031 Exchange,
and Mindy is also an attorney.
Reyna Levine is a student at the Corcoran and lives in Washington.
Kenneth & Melanie Pell live in Silver Spring, where Kenneth is
a lieutenant in the Anne Arundel County Fire Department and
Melanie is director of the Washington Regional Office of the
American Jewish Committee.
Milton & Frieda “Ried” Raben are retired and live in
Washington.
Zachary Silberman lives in Washington and works at the
Federal Reserve. His fiancée is member Michelle Dorin.
David Sislen & Pamela Kahn live in Bethesda. David, brother
of member Patty Pukatch, is in real estate at Bristol Capital
Corporation, and Pamela is in marketing at Forsythe Advisors.
David is the son of the late Maurice and Ann Sislen (z”l).

In Memoriam

We mourn the loss of synagogue members:
Malcolm Rivkin
William Zuckerman
We note with sorrow and mourn the passing of:
Henry Adler, father of Helene Weingarten
Shirley Barocas, mother of Susan Barocas
Marion Denton, mother of Susanna Katz
Paul Hayes, brother-in-law of Joyce Stern
Jerome Murray Slavin, father of Renata Kossow
Viola Winer, mother of Alan Lipsitz

Life Cycle Information

When Death Occurs
When death occurs, please call the synagogue office, 202-3624433, so that we may inform the clergy and be of assistance.
During business hours, ask for Glenn Easton. After business
hours, a staff member on call may be reached by calling the
synagogue office at the number above and pressing “2” to be
connected automatically, or by calling the answering service,
301-421-5271, which will page the staff member on call.
On Yom Tov and Shabbat, even though detailed funeral
arrangements should not be made, a staff member on call can
still be reached at 301-421-5271.
Bereavement Committee
The Bereavement Committee assists families with all of the
arrangements surrounding the funeral and subsequent burial
of loved ones. We welcome your interest and encourage your
participation and assistance. We need you; please join us. If you
have questions, or know of someone whom you think might be
interested in participating in this important work, please feel
free to call either Jane Beller (301-986-1133) or Edie Hessel (202244-7189) or contact Toni Bickart (202-244-2747) regarding the
Tahara Committee.

Cemetery Hours
Visitation at the Adas Israel Cemetery is by appointment only.
Contact Glenn Easton at the synagogue office (202-362-4433) to
schedule a visit. ¢

Torah Lishma Weekend continued from page 3
No ideas, questions, or insights are out of bounds in the discussions and ideas we bring to you. All you need is an open
mind, curiosity, and a willingness to encounter new ideas to
inspire you to new horizons in your life.
Torah Lishma Weekend is also a community-wide event;
all are welcome. Please feel free to invite friends of all backgrounds to this exciting new/old way of accessing Judaism. ¢

Kol HaMayim

The past month has been a busy one at the
mikvah. We are training a fantastic cadre
of new volunteers, and we partnered with
Moishe House, Tikkun Olam Women’s Foundation, and the Washington Jewish Healing
Network to do three separate New Year’s
events. In addition, more than 40 visitors immersed in our mikvah for many important
and meaningful moments. We welcomed
12 adults and four children for conversions or affirmations of
Judaism; one couple celebrated their wedding anniversary by
immersing (separately!); 13 women and two men observed the
mitzvah of monthly immersion; one groom immersed the day
before his wedding; five people came to prepare for the New
Year; three came for healing support; and one celebrated the
anniversary of conversion to Judaism. And last but certainly not
least, two girls immersed the week before their b’not mitzvah.
We thank all of our volunteers, visitors, partners and
supporters for another great month at the mikvah.
Adas Israel Community Mikvah
Our mikvah is a sacred space where Jews can mark life transitions with powerful physical ritual. Immersing in a mikvah
connects the body to the water cycle of our planet and to the
sources of life. People visit our mikvah to observe the mitzvah of
monthly immersion; to celebrate s’machot; to find strength during a difficult time; to pray for healing; to reflect on the meaning
of becoming a bride, groom, or bar or bat mitzvah; to convert to
Judaism; and to prepare physically and spiritually for chagim.
To learn more about our mikvah or to schedule an
appointment, contact Naomi Malka, 202-841-8776 or mikvah@
adasisrael.org. For more information, visit adasisrael.org/mikvah.
—Naomi Malka

Before You Head South
for the Winter

Please contact Elinor Tattar in the synagogue office, 202362-4433 or Elinor.tattar@adasisrael.org, and let her know
the date you will be heading south and the date you plan
to return, so you will continue to receive our synagogue
mailings. ¢
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SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES:

In the Charles E. Smith Sanctuary: Interim Ritual Director, Naomi Malka will read Torah. Congregational kiddushim
co-sponsored by the Paul Goldstein–Lillian Goldstein-Lande Shabbat Kiddush Fund and members of Adas Israel.
Traditional Egalitarian Minyan (TEM): Every Shabbat morning at 9:30 am, with the Torah service around 10:30 am.
Led by laypeople with the occasional assistance of Adas clergy, the TEM is a participatory service with a full P’sukei
D’Zimrah (introductory Psalms), Shacharit, and Musaf, a complete reading of the weekly Torah portion, and a d’var
Torah. For more information, e-mail traditionalminyan@adasisrael.org.
Havurah Service: Lay-led, participatory service at 9:45 am. Rotating volunteers lead services, read Torah, and conduct
an in-depth discussion of the weekly Torah portion. A kiddush follows the service. For additional information and to
participate, e-mail havurah@adasisrael.org.
Youth Shabbat Services: Starting with Tot Shabbat for children ages 5 and under led by Menuhah Peters. Shorashim, for

November 2011
Cheshvan–Kislev 5772
Sunday

30

2 Cheshvan

Fall Kadima Kallah (Off-Site)
8:30 am Morning Minyan
9:30 am Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah Class
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

6

9 Cheshvan

Change Clocks “Fall Back”
8:30 am Morning Minyan
9:30 am Library Talk
9:30 am Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah Class
11:00 am Grandparenting Interfaith
Grandchildren
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

13

8:30 am Morning Minyan
12:30 pm Gan Concert
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

20 Torah Lishma

16 Cheshvan

23 Cheshvan

Weekend
8:30 am Morning Minyan
9:30 am Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah Class
9:30 am Used Book Sale
10:00 am Breakfast
10:30 am Torah Study with Rabbi Kula &
Rabbi Steinlauf
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

27 Rosh Chodesh Kislev 1 Kislev
8:30 am Morning Minyan
9:00 am Rosh Chodesh Kislev Breakfast
sponsored by the Goldstein Rosh
Chodesh Minyan Breakfast Fund
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

Monday

31

Tuesday

3 Cheshvan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

14

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

10 Cheshvan

17 Cheshvan

21

24 Cheshvan

28

2 Kislev

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
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1

7:30 am
12:00 pm
1:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

8

Wednesday

4 Cheshvan
Morning Minyan
Downtown Study Group
JSSA Job Search Group
Evening Minyan
Executive Committee Meeting
Torah Club
Introduction to Judaism
Context Class

11 Cheshvan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:00 am Gan Open House for
Prospective Parents
10:00 am Sisterhood “Taste of Tanach”
with Rabbi Steinlauf
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
6:30 pm Torah Club
7:00 pm Introduction to Judaism
7:00 pm Context Class

15

7:30 am
1:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

22

7:30 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

29

7:30 am
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

18 Cheshvan

Morning Minyan
JSSA Job Search Group
Evening Minyan
Torah Club
Introduction to Judaism
Context Class

2

5 Cheshvan

9

12 Cheshvan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
6:30 pm Investment Committee Meeting;
Budget Committee Meeting
7:30 pm Bereavement Support Group

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:00 am Gan Picture Art
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

16

19 Cheshvan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
6:30 pm Board of Directors Meeting

3

Friday

6 Cheshvan

25 Cheshvan

4

3 Kislev

23

26 Cheshvan

30

4 Kislev

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:00 am Gan Parent/Teacher Conferences–
No Classes
6:00 pm Evening Minyan
6:30 pm Religious Practices Committee Mtg.

7 Cheshvan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
5:48 pm
12:15 pm Hesed Committee
6:00 pm L’Dor VaDor Shabbat Service with Rabbis Steinlauf
& Feinberg
6:30 pm YP Shir Delight
7:00 pm L’Dor VaDor Shabbat Dinner (Reservations Required)

10

11

7:30 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
6:00 pm

17

13 Cheshvan

Morning Minyan
Gan Picture Art
Gan GPA Bagels & Coffee
Evening Minyan

20 Cheshvan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
1:00 pm JSSA Job Search Group
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:00 am No RS Classes
12:00 pm Gan Noon Dismissal–All Classes
(Noon–2:50 pm Babysitting Available)
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

Saturday

7:30 am Morning Minyan
1:00 pm JSSA Job Search Group
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

7:30 am
9:00 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Adult Retreat Begins
Morning Minyan
Gan GPA Bagels & Coffee
Kabbalat Shabbat Maariv Service
Ruach Minyan Service

18 Torah Lishma Weekend
7:30 am
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Morning Minyan
Evening Minyan
Introduction to Judaism
Context Class

Morning Minyan
Evening Minyan
Torah Club
Introduction to Judaism
Context Class

Thursday

students in grades K–1 is led by Allison Redisch and/or Linda Yitzchak. Netivot, for students in grades 2–3 is led by Naomi
Michaelis and/or Aviva Weinstein. Junior Congregation, for grades 4–6 is led by David Smolar, Josh Bender, and/or Elie
Greenberg.
Shabbat Unplugged: A new musical family service for families with young children on Saturday mornings at 10:45 am.
The service is designed for elementary school families and above, though older children are welcome and encouraged
take on leadership roles. Led by Josh Bender and Elie Greenberg.
‘Dial-in’ for Programs & Services: If you are unable to attend programs, lectures, or services, dial in to hear them. Call
202-686-8405.
WEEKDAY SERVICES: Morning Minyan, Monday–Friday, 7:30 am; Evening Minyan, Sunday–Thursday, 6:00 pm; Civil
Holidays, 8:30 am & 6:00 pm; refer to calendar for Erev Shabbat and Shabbat Mincha times.
Please turn off cell phones and pagers before entering services. Your cooperation is appreciated.

14 Cheshvan
4:41 pm

21 Cheshvan

USY Fall Convention Begins (Off-Site) 4:35 pm
Morning Minyan
Light Candles at 4:35 pm
Gan Family Shabbat Service with Rabbi Steinlauf
& Robin Helzner
Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv Service
Gan Family Shabbat Dinner
Congregational Shabbat Dinner
Program with Rabbi Kula

24 Thanksgiving Holiday27 Cheshvan 25 Thanksgiving Holiday

Offices/Schools Closed
8:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv Service

Offices/Schools Closed
8:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

1

7:30 am Morning Minyan
9:30 am Gan Open House for
Prospective Parents
1:00 pm JSSA Job Search Group
6:00 pm Evening Minyan

5 Kislev

2

7:30 am Morning Minyan
6:00 pm L’Dor VaDor Shabbat Service with
Rabbis Steinlauf & Feinberg
6:30 pm YP Shir Delight: Oneg @ 6:30 pm;
Service w/ Rabbi Steinlauf @ 7:30 pm;
Dinner @ 8:30 pm
7:00 pm L’Dor VaDor Shabbat Dinner

28 Cheshvan
4:31 pm

6 Kislev
4:28 pm

5

Parshat Lech Lecha

8:00 am Boker Ohr Parashat Hashavuah Class
9:30 am Shabbat Service, Smith Sanctuary
Bat Mitzvah: Julia Kagan
Sermon by Rabbi Feinberg
9:30 am Traditional Egalitarian Minyan
9:45 am Havurah Shabbat Service; D’var Torah
by Rabbi Steinlauf
10:00 am Shabbat Spot
11:00 am Shabbat Services for Tots–6th Grade
12:30 pm Havurah Shabbat Kiddush

12 Parshat Vayera

9:30 am Shabbat Service, Smith Sanctuary
Bat Mitzvah: Elisheva Goldberg
Sermon by Rabbi Steinlauf
9:30 am Traditional Egalitarian Minyan
10:00 am Shabbat Spot
11:00 am Shabbat Services for Tots–6th Grade
Congregational Kiddush
4:30 pm Shabbat Mincha/Maariv Services
5:41 pm Havdalah-

19 Parshat Chaye Sara
8:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
9:45 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

Torah Lishma Weekend
Boker Ohr Parashat Hashavuah Class
Shabbat Service, Smith Sanctuary
Sermon by Rabbi Kula
Traditional Egalitarian Minyan;
D’var Torah by Ketura Persellin
Havurah Shabbat Service;
D’var Torah by Michael Sloan
Learners’ Minyan with Rabbi Feinberg
Shabbat Spot

26 Parshat Toldot

8:00 am Boker Ohr Parashat Hashavuah Class
9:30 am Combined Smith Sanctuary &
Traditional Egalitarian Minyan Service
w/ Rabbi Feinberg
10:00 am Shabbat Spot
Congregational Kiddush
4:30 pm Shabbat Mincha/Maariv Services
5:31 pm Havdalah

3 Parshat Vayetze

8 Cheshvan

Congregational Kiddush sponsored by
Michael & Jennifer Kagan
5:45 pm Shabbat Mincha/Maariv Services
6:48 pm Havdalah

15 Cheshvan

22 Cheshvan

10:45 am Religious School Shabbat Unplugged
10:45 am Shabbat Unplugged
11:00 am Shabbat Youth Services for Tots–3rd Grade
Congregational Kiddush
1:00 pm After-Kiddush Talk with Rabbi Kula
4:30 pm Shabbat Mincha/Maariv Service
Bar Mitzvah: Cooper Macklin;
with Rabbi Steinlauf
5:35 pm Havdalah-

29 Cheshvan

7 Kislev

8:00 am Boker Ohr Parashat Hashavuah Class
Congregational Kiddush sponsored by
9:30 am Shabbat Service, Smith Sanctuary
Sandra & Clement Alpert
Bar Mitzvah: Ethan Sorcher
4:30 pm Shabbat Mincha/Maariv Services
Sermon by Rabbi Steinlauf
5:28 pm Havdalah
9:30 am Traditional Egalitarian Minyan
9:45 am Havurah Shabbat Service
D’var Torah by Rabbi Feinberg
10:00 am Shabbat Spot
11:00 am Shabbat Youth Services for Tots–6th Grade
12:30 pm Havurah Shabbat Kiddush
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Men's Club

medicine and Judaism, sensational portrayals of mainstream
health-focused journalism, and activities that will blow your
mind! If you’d like to support this program, e-mail us with your
interest at mensclub@adasisrael.org.

Kibbutz Hannaton—A Ready-Made Partner
2011 Community CPR Program Held

On September 13, the Men’s Club sponsored its 34th
Community CPR Program. The instructors—under the
leadership of Steven Miller, program director—included Amie
Vandersluis, CPR trainer, Rescue One; Jennifer Knaff, CPR trainer,
Rescue One; and Dr. Sander Mendelson, cardiologist. Twenty-six
men and women attended the class.
The Men’s Club is grateful to the synagogue staff for their
help in planning, setting up, or running the program, and to
Sandy Mendelson and Wendy Miller for the CPR Certification
Cards. Special thanks go to Steven Miller for directing the
program for the 27th consecutive year.

Thanks to the Volunteers!

We greatly appreciate those people who volunteered to deliver
welcome bags to new members around Rosh Hashanah. The
feedback from the recipients was overwhelmingly positive, with
comments like; “I can’t believe how warm and inviting the Adas
community has been since we joined. We feel like a part of the
synagogue already!” Thank you to the Hesed Committee for
preparing the bags and allowing the Men’s Club to join in the
delivery process. We also want to thank this year’s Sukkah Studs
for again erecting our synagogue sukkah for all to use. If you did
not participate in either of these mitzvah projects but want to
find a way to give back in our community, email us at mensclub@
adasisrael.org and we’ll put your skills to work on upcoming
projects.

Do you have children ages 5–15? If so, this new initiative is for
you! As a follow-up to last summer’s visit by the first Ma’alot DC
Confirmation class to Israel last summer, AIMC is partnering to
bring support and visibility to one of the central parts of the
program, Kibbutz Hannaton. This is an incredible opportunity to
develop a personal relationship between a newly rejuvenated
Masorti pillar in Israel and our community. This young, vibrant,
and exceptional program needs our participation to keep it
moving forward. Help us strengthen this bond by planning and/
or participating in this year’s program. For more information,
contact us at mensclub@adasisrael.com. ¢

Abraham and Minnie Kay
Memorial Lecture

KolHaOlam II—Jewish A Cappella Competition
Status: The competition is scheduled for
Saturday night, February 25.We have
already sent out save-the-date notices to
45 college groups, secured an MC, and are
soliciting applications with demos. The
group is also solidifying this year’s judges
and sponsors, we have started an effort to recruit underwriters
for the event, and we are well into refining the logistics. Next
on the list are home hospitality, marketing, concessions,
playbill design, and ticket sales. This is a major event that has
contributed greatly to Adas’s very positive public face in the
community and in the Movement. If you are interested in
participating in any aspect of this program, or have an idea
you’d like to pursue, contact us at mensclub@adasisrael.org or
Jeff Knishkowy at jknishkowy@verizon.net.

Men’s Health—Protecting the Whole You

We are planning a new initiative this spring and AIMC is calling
on all medical, social services, health services, nutrition, and
fitness professionals to help us make this program incredible.
The concept is to create a Heath Fair that speaks to the whole
body through sensational fitness demonstrations, exciting
healthy lifestyle activities, incredible depictions of cuttingedge research, unique information on holistic crossovers into
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On October 14, we welcomed commentator E.J. Dionne Jr.
and Arnold M. Eisen, chancellor of the Jewish Theological
Seminary, for the annual Abraham and Minnie Kay Memorial
Lecture supported by Jack and Barbara Kay. Discussing the
topic, “God Bless America: Religion and Politics in the United
States Today,” Dionne and Eisen engaged an audience of more
than 100 in some of the most important—and controversial—
issues of our day.

3Kalia Hochstetter,
Charlotte Waldman,
Natanya Schorr, and
Hannah Spector at
Kadima’s kick-off
dance.

Youth @ AI
Adas Israel Youth had quite a successful month of
programming! Chaverim made some delicious challahs and
Machar had a blast at the Creation Mania event, where they tiedyed, and ate glow-in-the-dark jello, just to mention a few parts
of the exciting day. Kadima got its party on at the kickoff dance,
where everyone enjoyed smoothies, ice cream, dancing, and
games. USY had a great turnout at its regional kickoff dance in
Rockville; brought in the Jewish New Year with a party, apple
pies, and honey-sticks; and had a meaningful tashlich the first
day of Rosh Hashanah. We’re so excited to be off to a great start!
Don’t miss out on our upcoming events this month!
November 7: USY(9th–12th grades): We’ll volunteer at a local
foodbank.
November 13: Machar (3rd–5th grades): We’ll have an “indoor
campout experience.” Stay tuned for more details on singing,
storytelling, s’mores, and more!
November 12: Kadima (6th–8th grades): We’ll go to
Shadowland for some laser tag!
November 18–20: USY (9th–12th grades): Fall Convention in
Virginia Beach! ¢

YP @ AI
A community for young adults between the ages of 21 and 35.
Singles can meet singles, young couples can meet young couples,
newcomers can connect with other newcomers.

‘Shir Delight’ Friday, November 4

“Shir Delight” is Adas Israel’s Kabbalat
Shabbat experience for young Jewish
professionals between the ages of 21
and 35. Our evening begins at 6:30
with a happy hour oneg followed by
a lay-led Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv service and an $8 Shabbat
dinner. While everyone is welcome to join us for our happy hour
oneg and services, we can only accommodate a limited number
of people for dinner. Please register at adasisrael.org/yp by
November 1 to reserve your spot.

Rock Climbing, Sunday, November 20

Join other young adults for an afternoon of
mingling and rock climbing. We’ll meet at
2:00 pm at Earth Treks in Rockville (walking
distance from the Rockville Metro) and get the
afternoon started with a brief introduction
to climbing, followed by some quality oneon-one climbing and belaying. Climb on! For
more information or to RSVP, please visit adasisrael.org/yp. ¢

Machar Creation
Mania fun. 4

3Lily Moghadam,
Maya Barnett, Daniella
Klayman, and Emma
Fensterheim prepare for
the USY New Year party.

Morris Hariton Fund
Expanded

We extend our
grateful appreciation
to Nancy and Carl
Gewirz for creating
and expanding the
endowment fund in
loving memory of Morris Hariton, of blessed memory. The
congregation is honored to have the Morris Hariton Senior
Programming Fund, which enhances the musical, holiday,
and Shabbat programs at our daily Senior Lunch Program.
The Senior Lunch Program is a joint effort with our
Sisterhood, the DCJCC, Iona Senior Services, and our
congregation. Coordinated by Aviva Atkin, the lunch
program is made possible by a wonderful crew of
volunteers. This growing fund will enhance this important
daily kosher lunch program.
We are honored to have the name Morris Hariton
(z”l) linked to our congregation in perpetuity for such
a meaningful purpose. May his memory forever be an
inspiration. ¢
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Education
Gan HaYeled
Family Programs

One of the most special aspects of the Gan is its family programming. Once a month, Gan Parent Association volunteers plan a
family Shabbat dinner that is followed by a special child-friendly
service with Robyn Helzner and our clergy. Our next such Shabbat event is November 18. If your family has a preschooler who
does not attend the Gan, we invite you to join us and get to
know this special part of the Adas community.
The Gan will also host its first of a series of Open Houses for
prospective students on November 8 from 9:30 to 11:00 am. If
you know of someone looking for an NAEYC-accredited, exceptional preschool, please welcome them to this event or to our
Open Houses on Dec. 1, Dec. 7, or Jan. 11. More information
about the school is on the Adas website.

Boker Tov

Every morning as
children arrived
for nursery school,
Shelley Remer, our
recently retired Gan
HaYeled director,
would greet them
by name and wish
them a boker tov
(good morning). In
honor of Shelley’s
retirement, current
and former Gan students were invited to
create a special tile
in her honor, which
now graces our nursery school entrance hallway. Our thanks to
hundreds of children who participated and to Sandy Schulman
who coordinated the project.¢

Religious School
Ma Tovu Moments

Ma tovu means “how wonderful,” and this section highlights
positive and memorable moments in the Religious School.
Our Growing Community!
Welcome to our new students in the Melvin Gelman Religious
School and Ma’alot DC:
Noah Bender (K), Zachary Bensky (K), Eliana Boyar (Pre-K), Julia
Crausman (K), Hannah Danin (Pre-K), Olivia Rose Davis (Pre-K),
Edward Davis (K), Jake Drimmer (K), Wyatt Dunn (K), Sally Esquith (K), Daisy Esquith (K), Annie Fisher (9th), Maya Fontheim
(7th), Raphael Fox (Pre-K), Stella Fox (K), Owen Fraize (K), Leo
Fraize (2nd), Matty Freedman (Pre-K), Noah Freedman (1st), Aaron Genachowski (Pre-K), Mia Gerson (K), Aviel Goelman (K),
Josiah Goldberg (K), Sadie Goldberg (K), Natalie Gordon (K),
Samantha Gordon (K), Jonah Grosser (Pre-K), Elizabeth Hare
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(K), Alan Jinich (7th), Benjamin Kahn (Pre-K), Rachel Kolko (K),
Penelope Landau (1st), Zoe Landau (3rd), Katherine Lerner (9th),
Sydney Levenson (6th), Shoshana Levenson (9th), David Lieberman (6th), Georgia Lindenauer (Pre-K), Sydney Lowit (K), Sadie
Marvin (K), Abigail McGraw-Traster (K), Ruby Mendelson (3rd),
Tess Mendelson (3rd), Avital Morris (K), Sam Mullen (K), Aviva Nemeth (7th), Amelia Oscherwitz (K), Jacqueline Prosky (9th), Sadie
Rosenthal (2nd), Sebastian Rosen (Pre-K), Hugo Rosen (Pre-K),
Ella Ross (K), Sofia Ross (1st), N. Alexander Rubinson (2nd), Dylan
Sacks (4th), David Satloff (Pre-K), Ezra Schwartz (Pre-K), Samantha Shapiro (Pre-K), Gunnar Small (K), Nils Socolovsky (K), Zachary Sosland (8th), Noah Pan Stier (K), Natalia Stutman-Shaw (PreK), Elisheva Tinsky (K), Ezra Tinsky (2nd), Samantha Villavicencio
(K), Harrison Weinstein (7th), and Ethan Wilner (3rd).

Shabbaton for 5th Grade Religious School and
Day School Students, Nov. 4 & 5

Research has shown that Jewish immersion experiences such as
trips to Israel, Jewish summer camps, and Shabbatonim/Retreats
are some of the most successful ways to connect our youth to
Jewish tradition and community. Our overnight shabbaton will
take place at Capital Camps this year for 5th grade religious
school and day school students on November 4 and 5. Our
theme will be “Parashat Lech L’cha: Should I Stay or Should I Go?”
This is the second year we are bringing together students
from the day school and religious school communities to experience a shabbaton together. Shabbatonim are particularly
important during this time as students become bar/bat mitzvah
and make decisions about how they will live their lives as Jews
in their teen years and beyond.
Contact our education office, education@adasisrael.org, for
more information.

Support Anne Frank House in Its Effort to
Combat Homelessness

Parents, students, and all congregants encouraged to sign up!
Mini-Walk for the Anne Frank House
The mini-walk will take place at Adas Israel on November 6,
11:30 am–12:15 pm. Students will have normal class from 9:15 to
11:30 am.
Last year, more than 200 parents and students participated
in the Mini-Walk to raise money for the homeless in DC. This year
we are hoping to attract 300 walkers. Please come out to support this important cause. Contact the education office for more
information, education@adasisrael.org.

8th Grade Family Tikkun Olam Program at A
Wider Circle

A new Adas Israel 8th grade family tikkun olam program will offer our post b’nai mitzvah families the opportunity to continue
the practice of gemilut hasadim (acts of lovingkindness). We will
help A Wider Circle, a wonderful organization in Silver Spring.
Please mark the following dates on your calendars now.
• November 13, 1:00–3:00 pm
• January 16 (Monday of MLK Jr. weekend), time TBA
• February 26, 1:00–3:00 pm
• March 18, 1:00–3:00 pm
• May 13, 1:00–3:00 pm
We will plan to meet at A Wider Circle, where we will begin
each session with some learning with Josh Bender and then

Education Continued
proceed to help at the facility. We encourage eighth graders,
parents, and siblings to participate in the program.

Shabbat Unplugged Musical Family Service,
Nov. 19

Shabbat Unplugged, a musical
family service for families with
children in elementary school,
will meet on Saturday, Nov. 19,
at 10:45 am. Older children are
welcome and encouraged take
on leadership roles. Shabbat
Unplugged will be led by Josh
Bender, director of education
and Elie Greenberg, director of informal programming. Modeled
on Shacharit Live, a Sunday morning musical service for K–2
students in the religious school, the service seeks to build a fun,
interactive and spirited prayer experience.
This will also be an opportunity for families to explore some
of the key concepts and themes in Jewish prayer. Guitars and
other instruments will be used to enhance the experience and
to teach Jewish and Israeli songs. The Torah portion will come
alive through the art of Jewish storytelling with Jennifer Rudick
Zunikoff. Families are invited to join the congregational kiddush
following the service.

Torah Club Returns!

Torah Club will continue again this year! 5th and 6th graders—
both religious and day school students—are invited to join David Smolar, our Junior Congregation leader, on Tuesday evenings
beginning Oct. 25, 6:30–7:30 pm, for a light dinner followed by
a fun and informal opportunity to learn how to chant Torah—a
skill students will be able to use at both Junior Congregation
Shabbat services and at their b’nai mitzvah.
There will be a charge for the dinner—more details coming
soon. Please contact Talya Schultz (talya.schultz@adasisrael.org
or 202-362-4449) to let us know if you are interested in participating.

Jewish Value for November-December: Hiddur
P’nai Zaken

Literally to “enhance the face of the elderly.” this Jewish value
reminds us to show respect and to care for the elderly in our
community and beyond. We read in the book of psalms, “Do
not forsake me when I grow old. When my strength fails me,
do not abandon me.” Our study of this important Jewish value
will culminate with a mitzvah project for Yad L’kashish, Lifeline
for the Old. This Jerusalem nonprofit provides a creative work
environment and invaluable support services to the elderly and
disabled throughout Israel.
Through Yad L’kashish, the elderly and disabled are part of
a community and given a purpose. Judaica, jewelry, and other
gifts created by these individuals will be available for purchase
at the Dan Kaufman Latke Party. Proceeds will go to support the
work of Yad L’kashish.

Thank You

Todah rabah to Sophie Bass, Hannah Spector, Joelle Spector, and
Meirav Steinlauf for their help with tasks in the school office. ¢

November Calendar for School, Youth, and
Families
4: L’Dor VaDor Service & Dinner
4–5: 5th Grade Shabbaton @ Capital Camps
6: Daylight Saving (clocks back); Mini-Walk for Anne Frank
House
13: Parents’ Corner; 6th Grade Limmud B’Yachad
18–20: Torah Lishma Weekend
19: Shabbat Unplugged
20: Chugim for 3rd-6th Grade
23–27: No school–Thanksgiving break

Attention: Class of 5775 Bar/
Bat Mitzvah Candidates

We are in the process of organizing the B’nai Mitzvah Class of
5775, which includes children who are celebrating this milestone
between August 2014 and June 2015. Below is a list of children
of our members who, according to our records, should celebrate
becoming b’nai mitzvah in the Class of 5775 (which means they
were born between July 2001 and July 2002).
Bar/bat mitzvah dates are assigned to members in good
standing with children enrolled in our Melvin Gelman Religious
School or a Jewish day school. Members delinquent in their
synagogue account or not enrolled in school will delay the
assignment of their child’s date.
If your child is missing from this list and you believe he or
she should be included with this bar/bat mitzvah group and
celebrate between August 2014 and June 2015…
--OR if your child is in the 4th grade and you would like him
or her to be included
--OR if you have any questions
--OR if you plan on celebrating your simcha elsewhere
PLEASE CONTACT Beryl Saltman in the rabbis’ office, 202362-4433, ext. 121, or beryl.saltman@adasisrael.org, so we
can adjust our list.
5775 bar/bat mitzvah parents will receive information
soon about an upcoming meeting with Rabbi Steinlauf to
assign bar/bat mitzvah dates.
Gabi Aladjem
Gigi Becker
Aden Berger
Amelia Bergman
Sabrina Bramson
Maxwell Burka
Alexis Carlsen
Adam Crausman
Emily Deutchman
Talya Drazen
Maren & Avery Dunn
Jack Fidler
Ari Gershengorn
Joe Goldberg
Lily Goldberger
Alex Green
Yehoshua Halle
Alex Isaac
Noam Jacobovitz
Samuel Jinich

Maya Kagan
Gabriel KanterGoodell
Abigail Kessel
Arielle Klein
Ally Knapp
Aaron Knishkowy
Miriam Koenig
Maya Kotelanski
Andrew Kupfer
Bowie Lanter
Anna Leder
Samuel Lerner
Yosef Malka
Rebecca Marr
Dora Mendelson
Sophia Miller
Ethan Neufeld
Eliana Nicolson
Samuel Nieder

Alexander Orlove
Mikey Panner
Rebecca Paul
Nicholas Pine
Jake Rabinowitz
Amelia Rich
Jeremy Roskes
Callie Saltz
Matthew Siff
Joelle Spector
Oren Strobel
Caleb Stutman-Shaw
Cadence Thakur
Celia Waldman
Shifra Waskow
Max & Ethan
Weinstein
Rebecca Weiss
Gabriel Wittes
Yossi Zymelman
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Library Corner

Into the Dark German Night

by Robin Jacobson
In March 1933, the position of U.S. Ambassador to Germany fell
vacant, and no one, it seemed, wanted the job. Hitler had been
Chancellor of Germany for just five weeks, but Berlin already had
lost its allure as a plum diplomatic post. President Roosevelt offered the position to at least four prominent men before turning,
finally, to William Dodd, a 64-year-old professor
of American history at the University of Chicago.
To Roosevelt’s relief, Dodd agreed to go to Berlin,
bringing with him his wife and two grown children. Naïve and inexperienced, Dodd began by
underestimating Hitler and his government and
ended by trying desperately to warn the world
against the Nazis. Erik Larson’s compelling In the
Garden of Beasts (available in our library) reads like
a suspense novel, but is a nonfiction account of
the Dodd family’s chilling experiences in Berlin,
based on the diaries and writings of Dodd and his
flamboyant 24-year-old daughter, Martha.

An Easy Job with Time for Writing

Before Roosevelt telephoned with his fateful offer, Dodd had
been angling for a diplomatic post, but not to Berlin. He sought
a lower-profile European city, where the workload would be
comparatively light, leaving him time to complete what he
envisioned as the crowning work of his life: a four-volume epic
history, The Rise and Fall of the Old South. Dodd had been making
frustratingly slow progress on this magnum opus at the University of Chicago, especially given the university’s exasperating
policy of shutting off the heat on Sundays.
Modest and frugal, Dodd horrified the wealthy, old-boy network in the State Department by shipping his beat-up old Chevrolet to Berlin and vowing to limit formal embassy entertaining.
Martha, in contrast, was entranced by Berlin’s glamorous social
whirl and glittering nightlife. Unbeknownst to her parents, she

Library Talk & Book Signing
Sunday, Nov. 6, 9:30–10:30 am

Come hear Calvin Goldscheider, professor emeritus of
sociology and Judaic studies at Brown University, discuss
his new book, A Typical
Extraordinary Jew: From
Tarnow to Jerusalem. The
book tells the life story
of Shmuel Braw, a Polish
Jew who lived through
the traumatic historical
events that shaped Jewish
experience in the 20th
century. All are welcome.
For more information,
contact librarian@
adasisrael.org.
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had many lovers, including the Gestapo chief, Rudolph Diels,
nicknamed the “Prince of Darkness,” and a Soviet diplomat who
recruited her to spy for the Soviet Union. One of Hitler’s associates even introduced Martha to Hitler, hoping that she would
seduce the Chancellor and “change the whole destiny of Europe.”
Alas, Hitler was not interested.

Warning the World of the Nazi Peril

When they arrived in Berlin, the Dodds were ambivalent about Nazi restrictions on Jews. As Martha said, “We sort of don’t like the Jews anyway.”
Yet, as Nazi atrocities and oppressive decrees
mounted, and as Hitler seized absolute power,
the Dodds transformed into ardent Nazi foes.
A turning point was the infamous “Night of the
Long Knives,” a 1934 blood purge in which Hitler
consolidated his power by ordering the execution of scores of political opponents. Appalled,
Dodd wrote that no one could have “imagined
that such a terroristic performance . . . would
have been permitted in modern times.”
In Larson’s account, Dodd became “one of the few voices in
U.S. government to warn of the true ambitions of Hitler and the
dangers of America’s isolationist stance.” Even after he returned
to private life in 1937, Dodd continued to raise the alarm. He
traversed the United States warning of Hitler’s determination to
conquer Europe and declaring that the Nazi plan for the Jews
was “to kill them all.” Called the “Cassandra of American diplomats,” Dodd, like the tormented prophetess, foresaw imminent
death and destruction, but was unable to persuade anyone to
listen to him. He died, sad and disillusioned, in February 1940,
while America continued to debate the need to fight Hitler. Perhaps most poignant, Dodd never completed his epic history of
the Old South. ¢

Tips to the Staff Holiday
Gift Fund

Adas Israel Congregation is fortunate to have a wonderful, dedicated maintenance, clerical, administrative, and
support staff, all of whom ensure that the synagogue runs
as needed. Our staff serve our members, officers, committees, schools, and clergy in achieving the mission and
goals of the congregation.
Several years ago, the synagogue adopted a policy of
“no tipping” to individual staff members following events
or programs. Some staff members are more visible than
others, but it takes all of them to prepare.
In lieu of tipping, the congregation has created a Staff
Holiday Gift Fund, which is divided equally among the
support staff every December. We appreciate those who
contribute to the holiday gift fund to our maintenance
and support staff members in honor of their good work
during the High Holy Days and throughout the year. ¢

Tikkun Olam continued from back
Rally for Darfur

Join us on November 20, 1:30–2:30 pm, in front of the Sudanese embassy (2210 Massachusetts Avenue, NW). We bear witness to the ongoing civil war and genocide in Darfur, Sudan,
in our monthly third-Sunday vigil with members of People’s
Congregational Church and other faith communities. Adas
contact: Laura Cutler, mbcutler@aol.com.

Join us on Nov. 11
& Dec. 25

Ezra Pantry continued from page 20

Look for details for Adas Israel’s Veterans
Day (November 11) project to help repair
a facility for veterans and others in need.
Let’s keep up our successful record and
make this third year of the joint project
with Peoples Church an even bigger success than before.
Volunteers are also needed for Sunday,
December 25, to set up, serve, clean up,
and entertain at Christmas Day lunch at N
Street Village, a community of empowerment and recovery for women. This is a
great opportunity for families to volunteer together. If you want to participate,
please contact Ruth Kleinrock at Rkleinrock@aol.com. ¢

Winter Coat Drive

The Ezra Pantry is beginning its annual Winter Coat
Drive to benefit S.O.M.E. (So Others Might Eat). We
have had great success in the past and wish to double our contributions! Now that we have all begun to
dig out our winter clothes, we’re sure to come upon
outgrown coats or ones that our family members will
never wear again.
Please bring them to the Ezra Pantry. You’ll see a
large wardrobe box or coat rack in the coat room dedicated to winter coats. LET’S FILL IT! Place clean outgrown or no longer used winter coats in the box in the
coatroom by Thanksgiving, and they will be donated to someone in need. Thank you!
Contact Judith Krones, david.judith@verizon.net, for more information or with ideas. ¢

To the world of Jewish Federation, where
the values of compassion, charity, generosity
and responsibility inspire us every day.

Click

to Connect
Jewish in Greater Washington

There are over
100 different
events listed
for November.
Log-on Today!
Your on-line resource for
everything Jewish in MD • DC • VA
Whether caring for people in need or nurturing and sustaining
Jewish identity for future generations, this is where our community
comes together as one. Where we, as a community, develop innovative
responses to critical, often life-threatening issues. Where anyone who
needs help can get it. Where an energized Jewish community grows
and celebrates. Where everyone, including you, can make a world of
difference right now.

Care to help?
Make a Gift
Volunteer
Get Involved

The Jewish
Federation
OF GREATER WASHINGTON
301-230-7200
shalomdc.org

www.Jconnect.org
Everything Jewish in
Greater Washington

Jconnect.org is a collaborative project of
The Jewish Federation and local organizations.

Events

Israel Center

Volunteer Projects

Career Services

Learning Resources

...and More

November 2011 • Chronicle • 17

Contributions
Anne Frank House Fund

By: Rey & Susan Tejada, Renée & Roger
Fendrich, Unice Lieberman, David Antonelli,
Arthur & Edith Hessel, Lorain Rothstein, Steven
& Margaret Goldberg, Charlotte & Hershel
Muchnick, Naomi & Jay Josephs, Donna &
Jacob Bardin, Richard & Nancy Gould, Ruth &
David Cohen, Jane Glickman & Charles Sacks,
Barry Gottfried & Cathy Abramson, Gerard
Daniel, Laurie Strogin & Allen Goldberg, Jacob
& Sandra Schwalb, Arnold Podgorsky, Neal &
Ava Gross, Arthur & Harriet Isack, Ira Polon
In Honor Of: Esther & Norman Gelman
by Reuben & Marcia Sternfeld. Lisa Kleine
becoming Sisterhood president by Judith
Melamed. Cheryl Milstein by Laurie Issembert.
In Memory Of: Rose Engel by Renée Fendrich.
Irene Kahn by Gail & David Schwartz. Eliahou
Shohet by Maurice Shohet & Ami Kort. Saul E.
Ashkenazi by Steve Schwat. Mozelle Saltz by
Donald Saltz.

Bereavement Fund

In Memory Of: Jeannette Danziger by Arnold
Danziger.

Bible & Prayer Book Fund

In Memory Of: Mary Roche by Glenn & Cindy
Easton.

Congregational Kiddush/Oneg Fund

In Honor Of: Noah Wasco becoming a bar
mitzvah by Bill Levenson.

Craig Jeffrey Atlas Hebrew University Fund

The congregation gratefully acknowledges
the following contributions:

executive director of Adas Israel by Joel
& Rhoda Ganz, Jeffrey Knishkowy & Patti
Lieberman.

Fund for the Future

In Memory Of: Philip Silverman by Mark
Silverman. Rabbi Jacob B. Agus by Edna
Povich.

Harry & Judie Linowes Youth Endowment Fund
In Honor Of: Herb & Janice Broner’s 60th
anniversary by Harry & Judie Linowes.

Hazzan Greenberg Discretionary Fund

Kathy Ingber, Sandy & Adina Mendelson,
Susan Stiles, Susan & Matt Finston, Nechama
Masliansky, Marcia Feinstein, Kathy Krieger
In Honor Of: Rabbi Feinberg by Abbe Esocoff
Zimmerman. Krayna Feinberg by Barry Wasco
& Jeri Zimmerman Wasco.
In Appreciation Of: Boker Ohr by Arnold
Podgorsky.
In Memory Of: Seymour Moin by Carol
Aaronson.

Rabbi Steinlauf Discretionary Fund

In Honor Of: Hazzan Jenna Greenberg by
Jennifer, Steven, Emily, & Natalie Nossal.
Best Wishes For: Jenna & Josh’s new adventure
by Abbe Esocoff Zimmerman. Jenna & Josh
on their new adventure by Barry Wasco & Jeri
Zimmerman Wasco.
In Memory Of: Joseph Backfield by Samuel G.
Backfield.

In Honor Of: Rabbi Gil Steinlauf by Sandra,
Steven & Laura Zuckerman & family, Barry
Wasco & Jeri Zimmerman Wasco, Abbe Esocoff
Zimmerman.
With Thanks To: Rabbi Steinlauf by Elise
Friedland, Michael & Susie Gelman.

In Memory Of: Gilda, Milton & Ron Simon, Joe
& Lila Demiany, Maurice Solomon, Paul &
Esther Klein, all by Barry & Beth Simon. Julius
Kiviat by Lillian K. Rubin, Celia Sorkin, & Victor
Kiviat.

Rose R. Freudberg Sisterhood Memorial Library
Fund

High Holy Day Appeal (FY 2011–12)

Ina & Jack Kay Fund for A.S. Kay Hall
In Memory Of: Ina Kay by Jack Kay.

Joan Alison White Art Education Fund

In Memory Of: Greg Sherman by Linda & Jim
Cafritz.

Machzor Lev Shalem

Rise & Ronald Schlesinger Music Fund

In Appreciation Of: Rise & Ron Schlesinger by
Glenn Easton.

In Appreciation Of: Deborah Russak by Glenn
Easton.
In Memory Of: Charles Pilzer by Geraldine
Pilzer. Gilda Simon by Barry & Beth Simon.
Gussie Sender by Sydell Sandy. Minnie Flock
by Harriet Isack. Pauline Jacobs by Mildred
Jacobs. Sara Silbiger by Elinor Tattar, Leonard
& Harriet Belkin.William Zuckerman by Elinor
Tattar, Nancy Weiss.

In Honor Of: Beth Kaiman by Sherry Kaiman.
Carole Ash by Michael & Joyce Stern.
In Appreciation Of: Bill Levenson, Jane Fidler
Rosenblum & Ben Rosenblum, Judith
Hellerstein, all by Michael & Joyce Stern.
In Memory Of: Fannie Goldberg by Stuart &
Jamie Butler. Leo Schlosberg by Charlotte and
Hubert Schlosberg.

Samuel & Sadie Lebowitz Israel Scholarship
Fund

In Memory Of: Millie Lutter by Trina
Rubenstein.

In Memory Of: Rebecca Harrison by Florence
Herman. Robert Greene, Gerson Weisbach, &
Rosa Greene, all by Sam Weisbach.

In Memory Of: Sara Silbiger by Helene
Weingarten.

In Honor Of: Dorothy Linowes’s special
birthday by Glenn & Cindy Easton.

In Honor Of: Indigo & Isaac Brookes-Weiss by
David & Melanie Brookes-Weiss.

In Memory Of: Allison Atlas by Glenn & Cindy
Easton.

Daily Minyan Fund

In Appreciation Of: Hazzan Jenna Greenberg
by Bill Levenson.

Daryl Reich Rubenstein Staff Development Fund
In Honor Of: Sabrina Dara Rubenstein
becoming a bat mitzvah by David & Gail
Schwartz.

Daryl Reich Rubenstein Staff Development Fund
Dorothy & David Linowes Program Fund
Dr. Louis & Althea Jacobs Camp Ramah
Scholarship Fund

In Honor Of: Samantha Todaro’s birthday by
Jared & Deborah Jacobs.

Dr. Stanley Kirstein Gan Hayeled Fund

In Memory Of: Sylvia Sapperstein, William
Sodden by Dr. Richard Sapperstein.

Dr. William & Vivienne Stark Wedding &
Anniversary Fund

In Memory Of: Doris E. Rose, Martin Stark by
Bill & Vivienne Stark.

Ethel & Nat Popick Chronicle Fund

In Memory Of: Bernard Katzen by David &
Harriet Bubes.

Executive Director Discretionary Fund

In Honor Of: Glenn Easton’s 20 years as
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Men’s Club Amuday Torah Fund

Mikvah Fund

Milton Engel Library Fund

In Memory Of: Leon Reingold by Larry & Myra
Promisel. Rose Engel by Steve & Sybil Wolin.

Morton & Norma Lee Funger Israel Program Fund
For The Speedy Recovery Of: Lindsay Miller by
Glenn & Cindy Easton.

Offerings Fund

In Honor Of: Marriage of Sara Levine by the
Zweig family.

Rabbi Feinberg Discretionary Fund

By: Warren Clark, Susan & Morris Klein, Marsha
Miller, April Rubin & Bruce Ray, Gerald &
Katherine Sandler, Sheldon I. Cohen, Lucy
Hassell, Gilbert H. Holland, J. Michael Stern
& Joyce D. Stern, Elaine Kremens, Sheldon
Kimmel, Jared Jacobs, Leah Chanin, Ken &

In Memory Of: Ralph Kirsch by Martin Kirsch.

Shelley Remer Gan HaYeled Enrichment Fund
In Honor Of: Debby Joseph’s selection as
Innovator of the Year by Sheri Brown.
In Memory Of: Arthur Dreeben by Arthur
Lerner & Linda Dreeben.

Sisterhood Bima & Synagogue Adornment Fund
Social Action Fund

In Honor Of: Glenn Easton, Rabbi Charles
Feinberg, Razi & Linda Yizchak’s grandchild,
Herlene & Yaacov Nagler’s grandchild,
Custodial Staff, all by Robert Samuelson &
Judith Herr.
In Memory Of: Marvin G. Lerner by Arthur
Lerner & Linda Dreeben. Nelson Goldberg by
Stuart & Jamie Butler. Rose Krones by Judith
Krones.

Sophie Silfen Shalom Tinok Fund

In Honor Of: Naming of Giana Rose Berg
Matarese, granddaughter of Linda & Michael
Berg by Lynn Phillips.

Sylvia B. Nelson Memorial Endowment Fund

In Memory Of: Sylvia Nelson by Glenn & Cindy
Easton.

Traditional Minyan Kiddush Fund

In Honor Of: B’not mitzvah of Claire Miller and
Sophie Bass, Wedding of Stefan Gottschalk &

Ruach Minyan

The Ruach Minyan invites the DC-area Jewish community, including those new to
the area, visitors, and those looking for a new Shabbat experience to join us at Adas
Israel on the second and fourth Friday of each month for a spirited and engaging
Erev Shabbat experience. The lay-led egalitarian Kabbalat Shabbat and Ma’ariv service
combines song and soulfulness, and is followed by a tasty catered Shabbat dinner at
Adas Israel or a potluck at a nearby home.
We welcome people from all backgrounds and of all ages, and we provide a warm
environment for prayer, study, growth, and getting to know each other. If you’re
looking for an engaging and fun Shabbat experience, please join us for Shabbat
evening services and dinner at the Ruach Minyan! In November, the Ruach Minyan will
meet on November 11 at 7:00 pm.
For more information about upcoming events, or to receive our weekly e-mail
announcements, visit adasisrael.org/ruachminyan. Join our Facebook Group at tinyurl.
com/322fej or e-mail ruachminyan@adasisrael.org. ¢

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Social & Corporate Events

703.752.9402

Weddings
Holiday Celebrations

www.catering.com

Sunday Morning Volunteer Returns
We welcome back Maricy Schmitz, our wonderful
volunteer Sunday greeter and receptionist who is
so helpful and welcoming to our Sunday visitors,
parents, and school children!
Are you looking for a meaningful way to help
the synagogue and have some free time on Sunday
mornings during the school year? We are searching
for volunteers to join our rotating Sunday morning
greeter team. If you’re interested in helping from
9:00 am to noon each week or once a month on
Sunday mornings, please call or e-mail Glenn Easton
at the synagogue office, 202-362-4433 or glenn.
easton@adasisrael.org. ¢

Contributions Continued
Wilhelmina Roepke, all by Bill Levenson.

Tzedakah Fund

In Honor Of: Stan Cohen on the occasion
of Jacob David Lawler's Pidyon HaBen by
Matthew & Rebecca Lawlor.
For The Speedy Recovery Of: Eric Michel by
Glenn & Cindy Easton.
In Memory Of: Annette Levin Sherman by
William Willis & Rennie Sherman. Daniel
Snyder by Gilda Snyder. David Lipsitz by
Alan Lipsitz. Dena Rita Abrams by Shirley
Steinberg. Frances Goldberg by Rita
Segerman. Frances Kahn by Stephen Kahn.
Julius Davis by Dr. Marcia Feuerstein. Manuel
Steinberg by Alan & Beryl Saltman. Morton
Berkower by Dr. Ira Berkower. Myra Goldstein
by Suellen Estrin. Nathan Lupovich by Dr.
Penn Lupovich. Saul Horblitt by Stephen
Horblitt. Seymour Moin by Carol Aaronson.
Sophia Cooper by Richard Cooper. Stephen
Chiswick by Barry & Carmel Chiswick.
Theodore Glick by Ryna Cohen.

USY/Tikkun Olam Fund

By: Michael & Susie Gelman.
In Memory Of: Fred Singer by Harold Singer.

Yizkor/Yahrzeit Fund

In Memory Of: Beatrice Diener by Daniel

Diener. Benjamin R. Weisberg & Marion
Weisberg by Ellen Malasky. Benjamin Roth
by Alan Roth. Bonnie Sidransky by David,
Sara, & Karen Sidransky. Cynthia Ullman by
Carmel Chiswick. Bernard D. Levinson by
Toby Kahn. Dr. Herschel Sidransky, Thea
Dianne Saunders by the Sidransky family.
Freda Walter by Steve & Sybil Wolin. Gordon
Abrams by Leonora Abrams. Jay Graber by
Abbe Zimmerman. Lawrence Katzman by
Laurie Kramer. Leon Wolfe by Anne Wolfe.
Lester Friedman by Judith Beltz-Schreiber.
Maurice Weinberg by Matthew Perl. Paula
Schwalb by Jacob Schwalb. Rose Tauber
by Dolores Kay. Ruth Bernstein by Phillip
Epstein. Victor Schoenberger by Dr. Carl
Schoenberger. William Zuckerman by Russell
& Judith Smith.

Youth Department Activities Fund

In Memory Of: Aaron Goldman by Paula
Goldman. Abraham Louis Glassman by
Janet Baldinger. Evelyn Davis by Dr. Marcia
Feuerstein. Jack Simon by Mickie Simon. Julius
Loeffler by Robert Loeffler. Leo M. Bernstein by
Amb. Stuart Bernstein. Ruth Parnes by Sanford
Parnes. Terri Paul by Douglas Paul. ¢
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Tikkun Olam
A Welcoming Community
Adas Israel Congregation is a welcoming
community and does not deny membership,
education, or services due to personal
financial hardship. The congregation is
grateful for whatever amount one is capable
of contributing, and all special arrangements
are made in the strictest confidence. If
you would like to discuss reduced fees,
financial concerns, or a payment plan, please
contact Glenn Easton at the synagogue office,
202-362-4433 or Glenn.Easton@adasisrael.org.

A Welcoming Environment

Ezra Pantry
Project
a Success!
BuyIsaiah
One More!
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has donatMany
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ed toand
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Ezra Pantry.
partnership
food
to ourIn
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Kol Niwith
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dre Food
drive, enabling
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to send
the Ezra Pantry collects nonperishhundreds and hundreds of pounds
able food for distribution in shelters,
of
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Might
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day (So
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centers,
and
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continelder care facilities. Please buy one
ues
yearthan
longyou
(in need
addition
to you
the
moreallitem
when
shop fordrives
food and
bring
it to
theDays
Ezra
special
during
High
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shelves
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so don’t
forget
to “bring
cloakroom.
Feeding
hungry
is
one more” when
you the
come
to synaa mitzvah. Thank you again for your
gogue. Todah rabah!
continued support.¢
continued on page 17

Adas Israel is dedicated to creating an
inclusive, nonjudgmental environment
that fosters Jewish spiritual and intellectual
growth. We have an open-door policy and
encourage all those who are Jewish or wish

to learn about Judaism to participate with
our synagogue. Our congregation seeks to be
more than a synagogue that removes physical
barriers; rather, we are working toward
ensuring that all can participate and benefit
as they choose. We have removed many of our
physical barriers, but we know that others still
need to be addressed.
Individuals needing supports, such as sign
language interpreters or reader services,
are asked to contact Elinor Tattar, 202-3624433, ext. 147, or Elinor.Tattar@adasisrael.org.
Recommendations regarding how to continue
to make our synagogue more accessible to
persons with varied physical abilities are
welcome and can be made to Glenn Easton at
Glenn.Easton@adasisrael.org. ¢

Joint Adas-Peoples United Congregational Church
Thanksgiving Project, November 17
Join Adas members as we return to Peoples
Church on Thursday, November 17, for a third
year to help with its annual Thanksgiving
food distribution to low-income DC residents.
We’ll pack food bags with turkeys, canned
vegetables, eggs, cranberry sauce, corn muffin
mix, and more.
Have fun, get a little exercise, meet some

new people, and perform a mitzvah. We work
from 9:00 am to approximately 1:00 pm. Stay
the entire time or come for an hour or two. The
church is located at 4704 13th Street NW, not
far from Adas.
For further information or to volunteer,
contact Jamie Butler, butler364@aol.com, and
put Thanksgiving Project in the subject line. ¢

Upcoming Chronicle Deadlines—

December issue:
18 • Chronicle • July–August
2010Tuesday, November 1, noon; January issue: Thursday, December 1, noon

