
 
 

Shavuot 5780 
Where is God’s Place?  

 
On Shavuot, we study, learn and chant several narratives that describe encounters with 
God. The most famous of these texts is the excerpt from Exodus 19, when the Israelites 
experienced direct revelation. This passage is recited as part of the Torah reading on 
Shavuot morning. In this story, the Israelites witnessed God through a multisensory 
experience while at the base of Mount Sinai.  
 
Our liturgy also includes an alternative depiction of an encounter with God - in this case, in 
the haftarah. The haftarah for the morning of Shavuot day 1 comes from the first chapter of 
the book of Ezekiel, and tells of the throned chariot Ezekiel saw in his first prophetic vision. 
The haftarah reads through the entirety of Chapter 1, then jumps to (and concludes with) 
the following verse from Ezekiel 3:  
 

Ezekiel 3:12  

Then a spirit carried me away, and behind me I 
heard a great roaring sound: “Blessed is the 
Presence of the LORD, in God’s place” 

 ַוִּתָּׂשֵאִ֣ני רּ֔וַח ָוֶאְׁשַמ֣ע ַאֲחַר֔י קֹ֖ול ַרַ֣עׁש ָּגדֹ֑ול
 ָּברּ֥וְך ְּכבֹוד־ְיהוָ֖ה ִמְּמקֹוֽמֹו׃

 

 
● From just this source alone, what can we infer about where “God’s place” is? What 

can we infer about where “God’s place” ISN’T? 
● According to Ezekiel, where or how could we find or look for God?  

 

Babylonian Talmud, Chagigah 13b  

Isn’t it written: “Blessed is the Presence of the 
LORD, in God’s place” (Ezekiel 3:12), meaning that 
no one knows God’s place? 

 איני והכתיב (יחזקאל ג, יב) ברוך כבוד
 ה' ממקומו מכלל דמקומו ליכא דידע ליה

 
● How does this source read the text from Ezekiel? What does it want to learn from 

Ezekiel’s description?  
● According to this Gemara, where or how could we find or look for God?  
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While this verse is presented in its original context through this haftarah, it is more 
well-known by its inclusion in the kedusha, recited as part of the daily morning liturgy. In 
that context, the Ezekiel verse is paired with two other verses from the tradition:  
 

Isaiah 6:3  

And one called unto another, and said: Holy, holy, 
holy, is the LORD of Hosts;  the whole earth is full of 
God’s Presence. 

 ְוָקָר֨א ֶז֤ה ֶאל־ֶזה֙ ְוָאַמ֔ר ָקדֹ֧וׁש ׀ ָקדֹ֛וׁש
 ָקדֹ֖וׁש ה' ְצָבאֹ֑ות ְמלֹ֥א ָכל־ָהָאֶ֖רץ ְּכבֹוֽדֹו׃

 

Psalm 146:10  

Adonai shall reign through all generations; Zion, 
your God shall reign forever. Hallelujah.  

 ִיְמלְֹ֤ך ה' ׀ ְלעֹוָל֗ם ֱאלַֹהִ֣יְך ִצּ֭יֹון ְלדֹ֥ר ָודֹ֗ר
ְללּו־יָּֽה  הַֽ

 
● Taken together, what does this trio of verses imply about where God’s Presence can 

be found? How does the verse from Ezekiel fit into this triad - does it underscore the 
other verses? Disagree with them? Present an alternative angle?  

● According to the biblical verses quoted in the kedusha, where or how could we find 
or look for God?  

 
The paradox captured in the kedusha is found throughout Jewish wisdom and reflection. 
On one hand, God exists on a plain that can feel parallel to and non-intersecting with our 
own - infinitely above, or separate from, our experience on the earth. In that 
understanding, “God’s place” is hopelessly distant - or perhaps nowhere at all. On the other 
hand, God’s presence emanates from each and every corner of our world. As the kabbalists 
claim, God is everything and everything is God. In that understanding, “God’s place” is 
everywhere, near and far.  
 
One of the ways that our tradition bridges this gap is through the practice of brachot. 
Brachot act as gates, or portals; they take an act or an experience that is mundane or 
everyday and transform it into an opportunity for sanctity - for encountering the divine. A 
bracha, then, is able to say: this object, or action, or place is not itself God; however, it can 
be a way to encounter divinity in our own lives and spaces. 
 

Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anit 8a  

Rabbi Yitzḥak said: A blessing is found only in an object that 
is hidden [samui] from the eye. As it is stated: “God will 
command God’s blessing upon you in your barns 
[ba’asamekha]” (Deuteronomy 28:8). Rabbi Yitzḥak’s 
exposition is based on the linguistic similarity between samui 
and asamekha. 

 ואמר רבי יצחק אין הברכה
 מצויה אלא בדבר הסמוי מן

 העין שנאמר (דברים כח,
 ח) יצו ה' אתך את הברכה

  באסמיך
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One of the goals of a blessing is to uncover hidden holiness. Every place - from a barn to a 
bathroom - becomes a space for noticing or discovering God.  
 

Babylonian Talmud, Menachot 43b  

It is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Meir would say: A 
person is obligated to recite one hundred blessings every 
day, as it is stated in the verse: “And now, Israel, what [ma] 
does the Lord your God require of you” (Deuteronomy 
10:12). Rabbi Meir interprets the verse as though it said one 
hundred [me’a], rather than ma. 

 תניא היה רבי מאיר אומר
 חייב אדם לברך מאה ברכות

 בכל יום שנאמר (דברים י,
 יב) ועתה ישראל מה ה'

 אלהיך שואל מעמך

 
The Talmud commands that we recite one hundred blessings each day. This goal does not 
simply require a knowledge of Jewish liturgy - it also demands a different orientation to the 
world. Each movement, each motion, is now understood and coded as an opportunity for 
blessing.  
 
EXERCISE: In the appendix, there are some examples of pieces of liturgy or blessings that are 
said over objects or experiences that each person can find or create in their home. Move 
through each space in your home and search for versions of these objects or openings for 
these acts. See how many blessings you can recite. Feel free to be creative in your search! (If 
your blessing is for educational or symbolic purposes only, you can start with “baruch” then 
skip the rest of the opening through “ha’olam” and just recite the end of the text.) When you 
are done, reflect on what it was like to move through your space with this orientation. How 
did it change what you witnessed? How might it impact how you relate to what is around you?  
 

Abraham Joshua Heschel, God in Search of Man 

The sense for the “miracles which are daily with us,” the sense for the “continual 
marvels,” is the source of prayer. There is no worship, no music, no love, if we take for 
granted the blessings or defeats of living. No routine of the social, physical, or 
physiological order must dull our sense of surprise at the fact that there is a social, a 
physical, or a physiological order. We are trained in maintaining our sense of wonder by 
uttering a prayer before the enjoyment of food. Each time we are about to drink a glass of 
water, we remind ourselves of the eternal mystery of creation, “Blessed be Thou…by 
Whose word all things come into being.” A trivial act and a reference to the supreme 
miracle. Wishing to eat bread or fruit, to enjoy a pleasant fragrance or a cup of wine; on 
tasting fruit in season for the first time; on seeing a rainbow, or the ocean; or noticing 
trees when they blossom; on meeting a sage in Torah or in secular learning; on hearing 
good or bad tidings – we are taught to invoke His great name and our awareness of 
Him...This is one of the goals of the Jewish way of living: to experience commonplace 
deeds as spiritual adventures, to feel the hidden love and wisdom in all things. 
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Midrash Tanchuma 
Korach 12 

 

[In the midst of a plague,] one hundred people of Israel 
were dying each day. [So] David ordained [the daily saying 
of] one hundred blessings. "And now Israel, what (mah) 
does the Lord, your God, ask of you" - read it as one 
hundred (meah), these are the hundred blessings. Once he 
ordained it, the plague ceased. 

 ֶׁשְּבָכל יֹום ָהיּו ֵמִתים ִמִּיְׂשָרֵאל
 ֵמָאה ֲאָנִׁשים, ָּבא ָּדִוד ְוִתְּקָנן

 ְלֵמָאה ְּבָרכֹות. ְוַעָּתה ִיְׂשָרֵאל ָמה
 ה' ֱאלֶֹהיָך, ְקִרי ֵּביּה ֵמָאה, ֵאּלּו

 ֵמָאה ְּבָרכֹות. ֵּכיָון ֶׁשִּתְקנּום,
 .ֶנֶעְצָרה ַהַּמֵּגָפה

 
There is a particular tradition connecting the practice of saying 100 daily blessings to 
moments of external and communal disease, pain or hardship. Beyond the (perhaps overly) 
simplistic theology of believing that the blessings themselves have the power to alter our 
fate, how else might a blessing practice serve us in these types of circumstances?  
 
This particular Shavuot, many of us find ourselves distant from the places, practices or 
experiences we have come to associate with God - being in a synagogue, praying in 
community, reading from the Torah. And our tradition does recognize that such contexts - 
meant to invoke the original revelation at Mount Sinai - can and do contribute to a sense of 
holiness. And yet, we are also reminded that opportunities for connection with the Divine, 
with one another, and with elements of our lives that are beyond individual experience or 
comprehension are not limited to such spaces. Indeed, we realize that any place and any 
moment can - when viewed through a lens of blessing - be that portal to God or to the 
expanse of Jewish wisdom. This Shavuot, may we find God anew in places familiar, and may 
we have endless opportunities for blessing.  
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Appendix: 
 

Places 
 

Blessing for the home: 
Let no sadness come through this gate. Let no trouble come to this dwelling. Let no fear 
come through this door. Let no conflict be in this place. Let this home be filled with the 

blessing of joy and peace. 
 

Place of prayer:  
 .ַמה-ּטֹבּו אָֹהֶליָך, ַיֲעקֹב; ִמְׁשְּכנֶֹתיָך, ִיְׂשָרֵאל 

Ma tovu ohalecha ya’akov mishkenotecha yisrael  
How wonderful are your tents O Jacob, your dwelling places O Israel. 

 
Place where a miracle was performed: 

 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה’ ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶׁשָעָׂשה ִנִּסים ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַּבָּמקֹום ַהֶּזה
Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech Ha’olam she’asa nisim la’avoteinu bamakom hazeh. 
Blessed are you Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, who performed miracles for our 

ancestors in this place.  

 

Actions 
 

Washing hands: 
 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה'. ֱאלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעוָלם. ֲאֶׁשר ִקְּדָׁשנּו ְּבִמְצוָתיו. ְוִצָּונּו על נטילת ידים

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu al 
netilat yadayim. 

Blessed are you, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who hallows us with mitzvot, 
commanding us to wash our hands. 

 
Opening eyes: 

 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה’ ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם פוקח עורים
Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech Ha’olam pokei’ach ivrim 

Blessed are you Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, who opens eyes. 
 

Getting dressed: 
  ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה’ ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם מלביש ערומים 

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech Ha’olam malbish arumim 
Blessed are you Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, who clothes the naked 

 
Doing something for the first time in this Jewish calendar year: 

 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה’ ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶׁשֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְּיָמנּו ְוִהִגיָענּו ַלְּזַמן ַהֶּזה
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Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech Ha’olam shehechiyanu v’kiyamanu v’higiyanu lazman 
hazeh. 

Blessed are you Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who has given us life and 
sustained us and brought us to this moment.  

 
Using the bathroom: 

 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה' ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֲאֶׁשר ָיַצר ֶאת ָהָאָדם ְּבָחְכָמה, ּוָבָרא בֹו ְנָקִבים ְנָקִבים ֲחלּוִלים ֲחלּוִלים.
 ָּגלּוי וְָידּוַע ִלְפֵני ִכֵּסא ְכבֹוֶדָך, ֶׁשִאם ִיָּפֵתַח ֶאָחד ֵמֶהם, אֹו ִיָּסֵתם ֶאָחד ֵמֶהם, ִאי ֶאְפַׁשר ְלִהְתַקֵּים ְוַלֲעמֹוד ְלָפֶניָך

 ַאִפּלּו ָׁשָעה ֶאָחת. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יי, רֹוֵפא ָכל ָּבָׂשר ּוַמְפִליא ַלֲעׂשֹות:
Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech Ha’olam asher yatzar et ha’adam bchochma, u’vara 

vo nekavim nekavim chalulim chalulim. Galui v’yadu’a lifnei khisei khvodekha, she’im 
yipate’akh echad meihem, oh yisatem echad meihem, ee efshar lhitkayem v’la’amod 
lefanecha, afilu sha’ah echat. Baruch atah Adonai, rofei khol basar umaflee la’asot.  

Blessed are You, Adonai, our God, Ruler of the universe, Who formed humanity with 
wisdom and created within humans many openings and many hollow spaces. It is 

obvious and known before Your Seat of Honor that if even one of them would be opened, 
or if even one of them would be sealed, it would be impossible to survive and to stand 

before You even for one hour. Blessed are You, Adonai, Who heals all flesh and acts 
wondrously 

 
Witnessing comets, earthquakes, thunder, or windy storms: 

 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה’ ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶׁשּכֹחֹו ּוְגבּוָרתֹו ָמֵלא עֹוָלם
Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech Ha’olam shekokho u’gevurato malei olam. 

Blessed are you Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, whose power and might fill the 
world. 

 
Witnessing mountains, hills, seas, river or desert: 
 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה’ ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם עֹוֵׂשה ַמֲעֵׂשה ְבֵראִׁשית

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech Ha’olam oseh ma’aseh v’reishit 
Blessed are you Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, whose made creation. 

 
Seeing rain or hearing good news: 

 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה’ ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ַהּטֹוב ְוַהֵּמִטיב
Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech Ha’olam hatov v’hameitiv 

Blessed are you Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, who is good and does good. 
 

Hearing bad news: 
 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה’ ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם  ַּדּיַן ָהֱאֶמת

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech Ha’olam dayan ha’emet. 
Blessed are you Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, the true judge. 

 
Studying Torah: 

 :ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה' ֱאלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעוָלם ֲאֶׁשר ִקְּדָׁשנּו ְּבִמְצוָתיו ְוִצָּונּו ַלֲעסוק ְּבִדְבֵרי תוָרה
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Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu 
la’asok bdivrei Torah. 

Blessed are You, Lord, our God, Ruler of the Universe, Who has sanctified us with 
commandments and commanded us to be involved with words of Torah. 

 
 

Objects 
 

Tallit (wearing): 
 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה'. ֱאלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעוָלם. ֲאֶׁשר ִקְּדָׁשנּו ְּבִמְצוָתיו. ְוִצָּונּו ְלִהְתַעֵּטף ַּבִציִצית:

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu 
l’hitateif batzitzit. 

Blessed are you, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who hallows us with mitzvot, 
commanding us to wrap ourselves in the fringes. 

 
Blossoming trees: 

 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה' ֱא-לֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶׁשּלֹא ִחַּסר ְּבעֹוָלמֹו ְּכלּום ּוָבָרא בֹו ְּבִרּיֹות טֹובֹות ְוִאיָלנֹות טֹובֹות ֵלָהנֹות
 .ָּבֶהם ְּבֵני ָאָדם

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech haolam shelo chisar b’olamo klum, u’vara vo briot 
tovot v’ilanot tovot lehanot bahem b’nai adam. 

Blessed are You Adonai our God, ruler of the universe, who has made nothing lacking in 
God’s world, and created in it goodly creatures and goodly trees to give humanity 

pleasure. 
 

Bread (eating): 
 :ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה י"י ֱא-לֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ַהּמֹוִציא ֶלֶחם ִמן ָהָאֶרץ

Barukh ata Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha’olam hamotzi lehem min ha’aretz. 
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who brings forth bread from the 

earth. 
 

Fruit (eating): 
 :ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה י"י ֱא-לֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ּבֹוֵרא ְּפִרי ָהֵעץ

Barukh ata Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha’olam borei p’ri ha’eitz. 
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who creates the fruit of the tree. 

 
Vegetables (eating): 

 :ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה י"י ֱא-לֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ּבֹוֵרא ְּפִרי ָהֲאָדָמה
Barukh ata Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha’olam borei p’ri ha’adamah. 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who creates the fruit of the 
ground. 

 
Pleasant smelling grasses herbs or flowers:  
.ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה', ֱא-לֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ּבֹוֵרא ִעְּׂשֵבי ְבָׂשִמים  
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Barukh ata Adonai Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam, bo're issvei b'samim  
Blessed are You, LORD our God, Ruler of the universe, Who creates fragrant spices 

 
Rainbow: 

.ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה', ֱא-לֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, זֹוֵכר ַהְּבִרית וְֶנֱאָמן ִּבְבִריתֹו ְוַקָים ְּבַמֲאָמרֹו  
Barukh ata Adonai Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam, zocher ha'brit ve'ne'eman bi'vrito ve'kayam 

b'ma'amaro  
Blessed are You, LORD our God, Ruler of the universe, Who remembers the covenant and 

who is trustworthy in his covenants and fulfills God’s word. 
 

Exceptionally beautiful creature or tree: 
 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה', ֱא-לֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, שככה לו בעולמו

Barukh ata Adonai Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam, shekacha lo b’olamo 
Blessed are You, LORD our God, Ruler of the universe, Whose world contains things such 

as this. 
 

Meeting a scholar: 
 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה', ֱא-לֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, שחלק מחכמתו ליראיו

Barukh ata Adonai Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam, Shechalak mechachmato lireiav 
Blessed are You, LORD our God, Ruler of the universe, who has shared wisdom with the 

revenant 
 

Meeting a monarch or head of state: 
 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה', ֱא-לֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, שנתן מכבודו לבשר ודם

Barukh ata Adonai Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam, shenatan mikvodo levaser vadam 
Blessed are You, LORD our God, Ruler of the universe, who has given glory to humanity. 
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