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H O L I D A Y S  @  A D A S

Each year, several congregants who have served with unusual 
dedication are selected to receive special honors on Simchat 
Torah. Please join us on the morning of Simchat Torah on Tuesday, 
October 22, when we honor this year’s worthy honorees.

Sarah Brooks — Sarah Brooks 
joined Adas Israel in 1995 when she 
and her young family moved to DC.  
All three of her children attended 
the Gan and went on to continue 
at JPDS.  Sarah and her children 
found a place at the Havurah service 
and all three of them celebrated 

their bnai mitzvoth there.  Sarah served as the mikvah lady for 
two years starting in August 1998.  (Her youngest, Aaron, was 
known as the mikvah boy, after he arrived in Feb 1999.)  Since 
becoming semi-retired (please G-d) as a full time stay at home 
mother when her youngest child went off to college, she has 
been able to further engage in two of her passions:  cooking 
and text study.  She is an active participant in Hesed Baking 
and has cooked for countless families through Meal Train.  She 
also bakes cupcakes once a month for the Security and Building 
Maintenance staffs.  As for Text Study, Sarah has never missed a 
Makom DC class; and joined the Friday Parshah and Boker Ohr 
classes early on, and maintains the source sheet database in the 
Beit Midrash.  She arranges for substitute lay leaders when the 
rabbis go on vacation so learning can continue year round.  And 
for the last six years, she has served at Dvar Torah coordinator 
for the Havurah.

Sharon Burka — Sharon has deep 
roots at Adas Israel. Both her 
maternal and paternal grandparents 
were congregants as well as her 
parents who first met at an Adas 
confirmation class picnic and 
were subsequently married in the 
synagogue in 1955.  Sharon grew 

up at Adas from consecration to Bat Mitzvah to confirmation 
while maintaining an active role in the various youth groups 
along the way.  She holds special memories of her eight week 
confirmation class trip to Israel in the summer of 1975 and her 
years as a counselor in West Virginia at Adas Israel's Camp Tel 
Shalom. Among her closest friends today are her childhood 
pals from Adas.  In recent years Sharon has been active with the 
Social Action Committee and coordinates our volunteer meal 

service program at So Others Might Eat, and she particularly 
enjoys attending events with lots of music like Return Again 
services. Sharon is a lawyer and has spent the bulk of her career 
representing the interests of indigent criminal defendants.  As 
a result of this work she has become increasingly interested in 
issues surrounding poverty and criminal justice reform.  Because 
she believes strongly in the power of community, Sharon is 
extremely grateful for the ever increasing involvement of the 
Adas community in a myriad of social justice and human rights 
issues that plague our city, our country and our world.  

Michael Leifman — Michael and 
his wife Sharon Samber joined 
Adas Israel when they moved to 
DC in 1995. Their first apartment 
in town was in Cleveland Park so 
that they could be walking distance 
from Adas and their house in the 
Van Ness/Tenley area was chosen 

in part for the same reasons: it was never a question that Adas 
would be part of their lives. "Adas is where we've celebrated 
both of our sons' births, it's where we celebrated Ethan's bar 
mitzvah and where we'll celebrate Gil's upcoming bar mitzvah; 
and it was the Adas community that provided me comfort and 
meals while I sat shiva for my parents. Adas - the community, the 
clergy, the staff and even the building - have been a central part 
of my family life. Even Shabbat afternoons after shul are spent 
hanging out with Adas people!" Michael served two terms on 
the Adas board, was a member of the ritual committee (now 
religious practices committee) for several years, and sat on two 
clergy search committees. As part of the Traditional Egalitarian 
Minyan, Michael has served as the davening coordinator and 
co-led each of its shabbatonim. Michael is a frequent ba'al 
tefilah in the TEM, and also has led various High Holiday 
services in the TEM, Smith and Kay. When he's not at Adas, 
Michael consults on clean energy and technological innovation, 
cohosts a podcast on startups and the economy, roots for the 
Nats and throws around a frisbee. Sharon writes for HIAS, is a 
torah reader and trope tutor par excellence, and has served in 
various Adas and TEM committees. Ethan is a senior at Wilson 
High School and Gil is a 7th grader at Alice Deal.

Russell Smith — Russell and his 
wife Judy joined Adas Israel in 
1974 and became active when 
their son Harris was born in 1977.  
Russell wrote a letter to the Adas 
President expressing concern 
about a dues increase and was 
immediately appointed to the 
Adas Board!  Once Harris entered 
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All of us have skills and talents that celebrate the joy of our synagogue. Aa unique opportunity will be 
occurring at Adas in December, and I wanted to put it on everyone’s radar early on. 

My name is Sara Vogler, and as an active member of the congregation, I wanted to take a moment to 
introduce a new project I’m developing at Adas and explain why it’s important to me. I have showcased 
my art around DC for a while now in small cafés. I even was able to sell one of my art pieces to a 
collector at a local art show. I believe in art and its magic. One of the many things that I love about 
Adas is attending Daily Minyan; it is a beautiful way to break up the day with mindfulness and meaning. 
I also love Hanukkah; it’s one of my favorite holidays! It’s a holiday that means a lot to me, and I want 
to share those meanings with you all through my art and yours. 

In preparation for Hanukkah, we are calling for all Artists of Adas to showcase their art. These are the 
parameters:
• Send a sketch or picture of your piece.
• Include the name of your piece and a sentence describing it.
• Include the dimensions of your piece and its style (type of art).

In addition, your art should resemble an element of Hanukkah that you love most! The plan is for the 
exhibit to be up in the Adas main lobby for at least a month during Hanukkah. The submission deadline 
for this project is Monday, October 28. Please e-mail the sketches of your pieces to Sara Vogler (email 
below) or drop off your pieces directly to Adas, Attn: Courtney Tisch. We hope you can join us in filling 
our walls with community, art, and the building of our spirit of rejuvenation! Please reach out Sara 
Vogler, sara.vogler@gmail.com, with any questions/comments and submissions.

Call for Artists of Adas: 
Celebrating Creativity within the Congregation

To Our Dear Adas Israel Veterans,
 
We wish to honor you with an aliyah on Shabbat, November 9, the weekend of Veterans Day.
We hope you can join us!
 
RSVP to Hazzan Rachel Goldsmith (hazzan.goldsmith@adasisrael.org) and include your Hebrew name.

Honoring Our Veterans

A D A S  U P D A T E S

the Gan, Russell and Judy co-odinated Family Services for a 
year or two.  After that came stints as a member and in some 
cases chair of multiple Adas committees, including Finance, 
Investment, Personnel, Strategic Planning, and Nominating.  
Russell served as Assistant Treasurer and Treasurer before 
becoming Adas President from 2005-07.  His term in office 
ended just in time to serve as a co-chair of the Vision for 
Renewal Building Committee and capital campaign.  Russell 
also co-chaired the Sulam Leadership initiative that helped to 
strengthen the Adas Board.  In his "spare time," Russell had a 
legal career in government, worked on Capitol Hill, and from 

1989-2018 practiced with the Washington office Willkie Farr & 
Gallagher law firm.  Russell retired at the end of 2018 and has 
started auditing classes at Georgetown University so as he puts 
it, "I can re-learn everything I've forgotten since college."  

Speaking about his 40-plus years at Adas, Russell says "My 
feelings are simple--I love Adas Israel.  It has nourished Judy 
and me spiritually, afforded us life-long friendships, given me 
an education in leadership, and been among the happiest and 
most satisfying experiences of my life.  As the midrash says, the 
rest is commentary."
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