
We are going to show just how 
far Adas Israel reaches.

L’Shana Tova Tikatevu,

Enclosed we proudly present a new vision for our High Holy Days together 
in 5781. In the pages that follow, we will share a preliminary structure for 

our High Holy Day services and an array of offerings and experiences 
throughout the month of Elul. This is but a small sample of all that is to 

come as we mark this most poignant season of renewal. Together with our 
Board of Directors, engaged Adas Israel committees and task forces, and 

with our incomparable staff, we will dedicate the summer and fall months 
to cultivating the most powerful and dynamic High Holy Day experiences 

any of us can recall. We pledge to bring you, and everyone in our community, 
together, in the most meaningful sense of the word.

“ ”

Dear Beloved 
Adas Community,

complete holiday guidance, schedules, 
and information coming soon:

adasisrael.org/
highholydays
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Who could’ve imagined a few short months 
ago the world we’d be living in today?

It’s been a time of heartbreak, isolation, 
struggle, and great fear of the unknown. 

It’s also been a time of heroism, generosity, 
ingenuity, and daily testament to the strength 

and resilience of the human spirit. 
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This year has been hard.  
We have certainly felt the highs of our soaring community, but also the lows of a global pandemic.  Isolation and 

loneliness have been close to us — emotions that we have touched daily, and witnessed in our loved ones.  

Despite it all, the thread that has held us together is... each other. Despite it all, we are finding ways to meaningfully 
connect. Despite it all, we have experienced the full range of Jewish practice together — Torah study, shivas, B’nai 

mitzvah, weddings, funerals, births, and more.  We have seen you laugh, cry, mourn, give comfort, sing, teach, and come 
together remarkably through this time.

What we have learned through this pandemic is that where there is a will there is a way.  
And together we are finding our way. 

And so, as these Holy Days approach, we both commit to you, and call upon you. 

We commit to believing in you. We commit to your potential. We commit to your hearts. We commit to your journeys. 
We commit to helping you grow and flourish amidst it all. And we call upon you to believe in the transformative power 
of these days to help us heal, to help us dream, to help us mourn, to help us express joy, to help us forge an old and new 

path forward, together. Our role as your clergy is to help design the vessel in which all of us — our fullest selves — can 
find space for connecting with God, Torah, and one another.

Lo Neivosh L’Olam Va’Ed  
May we not feel shame or despair about our sorrows, our losses, or our loneliness, 

and may we never lose hope for the light that is to come.

So join us.  Pray with us.  Sing with us.  Love with us.  Be with us. 
 

Dear Adas family,
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with

we proudly present a new vision for our
High Holy Day experiences in 5781.

Renewal.
Courage.
Faith.
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Our High Holy Days This Year - A Combination of In-Person & Online Experiences
For many of us, one of the most uplifting experiences of our high holy day season is the feeling of being enveloped in the 
presence of our beautiful spaces and thousands of fellow community members inclining toward renewal, together. While this 
truth is deeply felt by so many of us, we also continue to affirm that no religious value can be prioritized over the health and 
safety of each and every member of our community.

While the world has progressed in its fight against the COVID pandemic, we all know that it is indeed still spreading, 
extremely dangerous, and puts lives at risk. As we spent countless hours imagining how to best protect the health and safety 
of our community during this time of emergency, and in keeping with strictly-enforced gathering regulations mandated 
by the city, again and again we came back to this reality; 5,000 people in one building, on one day, is not an option. Nor is 
limiting in-person Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur worship, and thereby excluding some while serving others. We know the 
only way we can truly prioritize and serve all of our people is to keep us apart in body, but bound together tightly in every 
other way.
 
We Stand Together
Alongside the sense of loss this reality inevitably creates, we hope you will also hold the deep sense of pride and responsibility 
that comes with standing together spiritually through this moment, just as generations of Adas Israel members have done in 
their own times of crisis.
 
And so this year, we are going to show just how far Adas Israel reaches; into every home in our community, and 
beyond.
 
An Experience Like No Other
While these holidays will certainly be different in kind than what we have experienced in the past, they will also transcend 
everything we have done thus far online to ensure your Jewish life continues to thrive in surprising and authentic ways. This 
will be more than another livestream or Zoom experience. No matter what, we are committed to bringing Adas to you in ever 
new, creative, and dynamic ways. We pledge, as a community, to pour every ounce of ingenuity and spirit into this moment, 
creating an interactive, inviting, and meaningful excursion into prayer, memory, and renewal.

The Sacred Work Ahead
We will spend these summer months building new and exciting ways to expand the High Holy Day experience in ways that 
can be customized to your home, your needs, your reality. We will bring you all the most sacred elements of these holy days: 
the melodies, the teachings, the communal celebration, and the words of kavanah that will set our intention for the year 
to come, and guide us through the spiritual journey of the holiest of days. Please join us as we begin a remarkable journey 
together towards Renewal, Courage, and Faith.

“We are going to 
show just how 
far Adas Israel 

reaches.”

“We know the only way we can truly prioritize and 
serve all of our people is to keep us apart in body, 
but bound together tightly in every other way.”

ועד לעולם  נבוש  ולא 
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ADAS ISRAEL ARK VISITS
Registration will be Required, Time/Dates Coming Soon
 

This is a sacred opportunity for community members to enter our building in a staggered and 
socially distant manner, and stand before the Aron Kodesh in the Charles E. Smith Sanctuary - 
a beloved custom from our N’eelah service on Yom Kippur each year.

WHY IS THIS LIVESTREAM DIFFERENT 
FROM ALL OTHER LIVESTREAMS?

COMMUNAL TASHLICH EXPERIENCE
Registration will be Required, Time/Dates Coming Soon
 

Experience the ancient, communal custom associated with the First Day of Rosh Hashanah, in 
which we visit an ocean, stream, or river to pray and throw breadcrumbs into the water. Join a 
small group at a safe distance in a guided outdoor communal tashlich experience.

KOL NIDRE
Sunday, September 27,  Livestreamed to Your Home,  from the Adas Israel Parking Lot
Clergy-Led, Musical Service / Traditional, Lay-Led Service
 

The sun sets, ushering in the holiest day of the year. Kol Nidre gives us permission to pray 
with each other, with all of our imperfections and longings for healing. The liturgy and age-old 
melodies invite us in to break new ground and create space for something new.

COMMUNAL SHOFAR BLOWING 
Registration will be Required, Time/Dates Coming Soon
 

Our entire community will join together at a specific time and day so our collective “voices” 
can echo into the universe through the sacred sounding of the shofar. Opportunities to procure 
shofarot and shofar training will be shared soon.

subject to change, additional updates coming soon subject to change, additional updates coming soon

YOM KIPPUR 
Monday, September 28,  Livestreamed to Your Home,  from Across the Building
Clergy-Led, Musical Services / Youth & Family Services / Traditional, Lay-Led Services
 

This is the day we all pass before God – a God who is merciful, compassionate, abounding in 
love, and forgiving. We ask to be granted release. We seek to be made whole, to begin anew, to 
move forward with our lives with all of the potential and promise that lies within each one of us.

SELICHOT “DRIVE-IN” PARKING LOT SERVICES
Registration will be Required, Time/Dates Coming Soon
 
This tradition invites us to open ourselves up to the essential work of the High Holy Days: the process 
of repair and return, of acknowledgement and longing. Please join your community in the Adas Israel 
parking lot for a one-of-a-kind evening of personal reflection through song and text -- back at the 
building you love!

ROSH HASHANAH
September 18 - 20, Livestreamed to Your Home,  from Across the Building 
Clergy-Led, Musical Services / Youth & Family Services / Traditional, Lay-Led Services
 

Today is the birthday of the world. It is the day to hear the call of the shofar, to be in radical 
amazement of the world that surrounds us. Our spirits are lifted as friends, family, and community 
members from all over the world are called together for a day of earnest reflection and renewal. 

In-Person
Experiences
Throughout the month of Elul, we will be cultivating multiple opportunities for 
our Adas community members to come and safely visit our synagogue building for 
sacred pre-High Holy Day experiences and spiritual preparations. Please visit 
adasisrael.org/highholydays to register for the following programs (registration required).

Online
Experiences
We pledge to you this will not be just another livestream or Zoom experience. While 
these holidays will certainly be different in kind than what we have experienced in the 
past, they will also transcend everything we have done thus far online to ensure your 
Jewish life continues to thrive in new, surprising, and authentic ways. 

• Enhanced, High-Def Livestream
• Complete Liturgy & Torah Services
• Interactive “Pop-Up” Video Content
• Streamed-in Participatory Aliyot & Honors

• “Navigate” Across The Building  
& Pick Your Service

• Multiple Livestream Angles
• Engaging Family Content For All Ages
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LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT 
WITH ADAS CLERGY
Unpack the Days of Awe and prepare to 
bring your full self. Includes preparations 
for your physical surroundings, your 
ritual materials, and your emotional  
and mental awareness.

“POP UP” VIDEO CONTENT
Throughout our service livestreams, 
there will be additional “pop-up” 
video experiences from our clergy 
and community, delving deeper into a 
particular topic of discussion arising from 
the High Holy Day liturgy and service. 

ELUL HOME PACKAGE - 
COMING YOUR WAY!
Keep an eye out for a special delivery 
from Adas Israel, with a complete Elul 
home package, designed to bring a piece 
of Adas Israel and High Holy Day worship 
into your home.

THE ADAS BUILDING
COMES TO YOU
Bring a piece of the Adas Israel building 
into your home. Prior to the holidays, we 
will mail you something very special from 
inside the building (a surprise!), which you 
can carry with you into your livestream 
experience. Stay tuned!

MACHZOR BORROW 
AND PICKUP
Our High Holy Day Machzors wait all 
year to be taken out and cherished. Adas 
will be facilitating a coordinated borrow/
pickup system so that each of you will 
have a physical machzor in your hands.

“ELUL CLUSTER” 
COMMUNITY GROUPS
Join a digital High Holy Day watch group 
with your Adas Israel community to 
engage in the communal spirit of our 
livestreamed Days of Awe.

SHANA TOVA FROM 
MEMBERS “VIDEO LOOP”
We all love walking through our doors to 
be greeted by our fellow members and 
staff in our lobby.  Each stream begins 
with a l’shana tova video to get you in the 
spirit of moving into our sacred spaces. 

MAKOMDC & JMCW 
LEARNING
Delve deeply into the spiritual messages 
of the Days of Awe with these High 
Holy Day-themed MakomDC and JMCW 
programs throughout the month of Elul.

Sacred 
Preparations

Coming 
Soon

Spirited 5781 High Holy Day Preparations, Experiences & Learning • Full Service & Event Schedule 

• High Holy Days @ Home:   
A “Spritual & Practical” Guide 

• Additional Opportunities To Engage & Prepare

S E L I C H OT
Saturday, September 12

RO S H  H A S H A N A H
Saturday, September 19 & Sunday, September 20

KO L  N I D R E
Sunday, September 27

YO M  K I P P U R
Monday, September 28

complete holiday guidance, schedules, 
and information coming soon:

adasisrael.org/
highholydays

subject to change, additional updates coming soon

High Holy Days

10

High Holy Days

11




