
 

September 16, 2022 

 

Dear families, 
 
“What’d you do at school today?” (shrug) 
 
“How was school today?” (shrug) 
 
“How was your day?” (shrug) 
 
If you’ve ever tried any of these questions with your children, I’m 100% positive that you’ve 

received a less-than-satisfactory answer. The oft-repeated joke among teachers is that these 

are “the most asked, least answered” questions in America. 
 
Two things to help out: a way to ask more pointed questions, and what to expect from your 

teachers’ Daily Emails. 
 
Ask pointed questions – especially with young children, open ended questions can be too 

vague. Try closed questions, that can be answered with a single word: What did you have for 

snack? Did you ride a bike on the playground? Did you use magnatiles or playdo during free 

play? To help guide your questions, consider the basic elements that all Gan students have 

every single day: morning meeting, free play, snack, playground, and lunch. 
 
Morning meeting is a time to review the daily schedule (using picture cards), sing a welcome 

song (shalom, boker tov!), and share about our morning. Free play is at it sounds – children 

freely play throughout the room, exploring all materials (wood blocks, play do, train tracks, 

magna tiles, dolls, kitchen, dress up, art table, painting easel, more). A typical snack might be 

cheese and crackers or apples and pretzels. Playground is a time for shaking our sillies out – 

monkey bars, a blue slide, lots of yellow tricycles, a large sandbox with a water feature, a tire-

bridge (try walking on it!), a rock climbing wall, and a funky musical instrument wall. Lunch is a 

social time – we are all seated together, chatting about who brought what for lunch (this is an 

endless conversation!), what is happening at home, and what folks are looking forward to. Use 

this road map to ask your child pointed questions and my hunch is you’ll get something a bit 

more animated than a shrug. 
 
Use your teachers’ Daily Emails – you will notice that these emails are not a rundown of 

everything that happened or a picture of each child doing the same activity. Our goal in these 

emails is to bring a narrative element to our communication with you – to tell the story of our 

classroom. Not every child will be pictured or quoted each day; not every activity will be listed 

each day. We typically pick one or two meaningful moments to expound on. These are the 

meaty, weighty moments for us, ripe with potential – the moments we suppose might blossom 



 
into larger curricular areas or have already become part of our emergent curriculum. This 

means that some days you will see and hear your child in these emails, and other days you will 

not. Sometimes, the emails will give you a good talking point for that specific day – “I noticed 

you and Hannah were baking challah today!” – but mostly they will help you follow the storyline 

of the class. Over time you will notice that the class is gravitating towards one particular 

curricular area and this will begin to dominate the Daily Emails. When I taught in our part day 

twos class last year, “pockets” came to dominate our class, and our Daily Emails. A helpful line 

of conversation as a parent was, “Who wore what pockets today?” As your class curriculum 

develops, try to follow the narrative element within the Daily Emails and bring this into 

conversation with your child. 
 
We focus on developing the narrative element in our Daily Emails and our in-class 

documentation (bulletin boards, walls, pictures, etc) because part of the Reggio approach is 

insisting that school is not a litany of discrete humdrum activities meant to keep children busy or 

distracted but rather a place for children to agentively create their place in the world. As such, 

certain portions of the day have more meaning for the class – they are more relevant for the 

children – and we focus on those moments in order to develop our curriculum. 
 
Jerome Bruner, preeminent educational psychologist, tells us “what does not get structured 

narratively suffers loss in memory”, while Howard Gardner (creator of the multiple intelligences) 

and Reggio educators tell us that the narrative element serves to “create a collective memory 

for the group.” We tell the story of our class so that we can develop an identity and a culture for 

our students and ourselves – so that we can become more than the sum of our parts. 
 
I hope this helps you gain insight into what your child is doing each day while with us at the 

Gan! 
 
Lastly, you can always use your teachers – they are eager to share and connect. Pickup is a 

tricky time though; you will likely get a rushed answer if you ask your teacher how your child’s 

day was or what they did. Keep in mind your teachers are navigating dismissal for the whole 

class as well as turning over the classroom for tomorrow’s activities. Instead, you can always 

email your teachers if you want more – you can ask for more insight into what your child is 

enjoying in the class or to set up a phone call with one of your teachers to talk live. We are here 

for you! 
 
Warmly, 
 
Noah  

https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674003613&content=reviews
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/projects/multiple-intelligences
https://www.reggiochildren.it/en/publishing/making-learning-visible/

