
 
Childhood is filled with possibilities! Daily, I am astounded at just how boundless the world is for 

our children. Where you or I might see causality, binary, and structures, our children instead see 

openness, fluidity, and novelty. The ceaseless capacity to generate new thoughts, ideas, 

questions, and connections is a hallmark of the preschool child.  

 

I spent a few quiet moments with one of our students yesterday, walking around the Gan space. 

He stayed quiet, so I stayed quiet. We enjoyed each other’s simple presence. 

 

Looking at my legs as I walked, he stopped and broke the silence, asking genuinely, “What if 

our legs turned to wheels?” This was not a joking, wouldn’t-that-be-crazy question; I could see 

the earnestness in his brow and pinched lips. We both considered his question and kept walking 

in silence. 

 

A few moments later he slowed down again, this time looking up as if through the ceiling: “What 

if the moon split in half?” We gave each other a puzzled look and kept walking. He had gotten 

me thinking, and I was grateful for that. 

 

I’ve been pondering my young friend’s questions ever since – not to explore the answers but to 

consider where the questions came from. Eleanor Duckworth wrote that “the right question at 

the right time” can move children “to peeks in their thinking” and that “the having of wonderful 

ideas is the essence of intellectual development.” (Borrow my copy of her book for a fascinating 

dive into how children learn). It’s almost never the answers that we are concerned about in 

preschool - it’s finding a good question. The answers close down our cognitive processes; it’s 

the questions that keep us thinking. 

 

Vivian Paley has written (also fascinating, borrow my copy!) that for the child, fantasy and reality 

are never far apart. Their cognitive world in many ways is unformed – much like the Biblical 

cosmos before Heaven and Earth are separated. All the pieces are there and they are just 

learning how they fit together, and where they go. 

 

Legs can be wheels; moons can be halved. 

 

Eventually, through development and education, the Heavens and the Earth split and our 

children learn to distinguish fantasy from reality. But for now, for these preschool years, those 

borders are not yet there. A Reggio-inspired approach grabs hold of the possibilities present 

before that cognitive split rather than rushing it along – read the poem 100 Languages to 

capture the spirit of this. 

 

Our job as teachers, deep in the messiness of the learning processes, is to earnestly 

acknowledge and appreciate the questions without telling the child just where everything 

belongs (answering) or just how humorous we find their questions (trivializing their thoughts). 

 

So I ended my walk with my young friend with a simple, “I can tell you are thinking so much 

about those questions! I can’t wait to hear what it is you think up next.” 

 

I’d love to hear from you – What questions does your child ask? How do you support their 
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question-asking? Where do you see the blurriness between their fantasy and reality? 

 

Shabbat shalom, 

Noah 


