
 

 

February 18, 2022 

As we prepare to welcome you inside our classrooms for drop off and pick up, the “why” of this 
move has been front and center in my mind.  
 
Our last communication explained the “how” – indoor drop off will begin 2/25 for full day and 2/28 for 
part day; review the protocols here for indoor drop off – but left out the “why” and I’d like to pick that 
thread up here.  
 
During my career as a preschool teacher and director, I have been keenly aware of the cleavage 
between children’s two worlds: home and school. This inspired the methods and setting of my 
dissertation, in which I researched the life of a toddler as she moved between those worlds. I did 
this for three consecutive school years: a one month pilot study the first year, a three month mini-
study the second year, and a year-long research project the third year. In each study, three times a 
month, I arrived at the child’s home early in the morning for breakfast and the getting ready routine, 
joined on the walk to school, and then stayed in their classroom well after their adult had dropped 
them off. I did the same in reverse at the end of the day, walking them home from school and 
staying until bedtime.  
 
Along the way, I read everything I could find on the gap between children’s two worlds. Lewin’s 
equation particularly resonated with me, in which behavior is the function of person and 
environment, expressed as B=f(P, E). In my field notes, I began to describe the child I was working 
with as Hannah|School and Hannah|Home – two different sets of behaviors emerged from the same 
child, depending on their environment. Intrigued, I read about “the dialectical relations between the 
unity of child and the social environment” – the idea that “child development” is not a single, stable 
trajectory but rather is a shifting phenomenon refracted through the child’s motion within their world. 
I took to mapping out the entirety of the child’s social and material world to produce a visual 
depiction of this – you can see where preschool dropoff and pickup occur, labeled as “Paula to 
teachers” and “teachers to Paula” – this is the handoff between Hannah’s caregiver and her 
classroom teachers.  
 
Among other things (the subject of future notes!), the fruit of my research was to find that, consistent 
with commonly accepted best practice within early childhood education, it is incumbent on teachers 
and parents to attempt to bridge the gap between home and school. Building that bridge is an 
important part of giving a young child a sense of unity among their environments, the feeling that 
they do not travel alone in the world. Children benefit – developmentally, socially, emotionally – 
when they see their two worlds of home and school as connected. Keeping children’s grownups out 
of their classrooms has eroded our capacity to do that.  
 
We have maintained the other tools at our disposal to work towards this goal: your child was invited 
in for an Open House before the school year began with a grownup; a family picture of each child is 
hung in their classroom; you receive daily emails with descriptions of the classroom accompanied 
by pictures; your children are frequently bringing in lovies, toys, and other reminders of home into 
their classroom. A goal of ours has been, and continues to be, to add Home Visits to the beginning 
of each year, in which the classroom teacher visits the child’s house before school starts for their 
first meeting.   
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WHNS2pJ6WXfUZHKrKqKaEikRFOKH7BHH/view?usp=sharing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewin%27s_equation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewin%27s_equation
file:///C:/Users/Noah/Downloads/Chapter6VisualVivenciasACulturalHistoricalTool.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10odyWmqc85jN0EHtvP0XUrognc8ulTNw/view?usp=sharing


 

 

However brief, your simple presence in your child’s preschool classroom will make a meaningful 
and positive difference in the daily rhythms of their life. Your child will see you for the first time in the 
space where they have spent so much of their life this year. And you will see, many of you for the 

very first time as parents, Child|School.  
 
Shabbat shalom and happy new year, 
 
Noah 
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