
 

 

 

December 3, 2021 

I have a pocket! A two-year-old student interrupted our Morning Meeting last week to make this 
announcement as she dug her hand deep into her pants pocket. 
 
We've been talking about pockets in our Ilanot class ever since -- showing them off at Morning 
Meeting, counting how many we each have, and comparing zippered pockets to buttoned 
pockets. We've taken stock of the water bottle pockets on our backpacks and the many pockets 
in our Gan Bags. We've been using pockets to explore the opposite pairs of open/closed, 
full/empty, and inside/outside.  
 
Why all the talk about pockets?  
 
Our educational principles dictate our decisions as teachers. There are two key principles at 
play here that I'd like to open up for you as a preschool parent so that you can better 
understand how we handle your child's learning in our classrooms.  
 
The first is child-as-citizen, which we outline on our website here. This is the idea that first and 
foremost, children play a meaningful role in the creation of their own community. This is a 
foundational precept to democracy -- the citizen holds the power -- that Reggio-inspired 
educational practices translate into the classroom for our youngest citizens. To accomplish this 
in a pedagogical setting, we grab hold of ideas that really matter to children and turn them into 
an object of study in the classroom. The Ilanot class's study of pockets is an example of 
our emergent curriculum -- the curricular focus emerges from the children. Children are 
generally excluded from the levers of power and control throughout our culture; we use our 
classrooms to create a civic forum in which the child can stretch their muscles as citizens and 
see their impact on their own community. We intentionally build an environment where the 
children know their ideas matter.  
 
The second principle is social constructivism, which is an educational theory which holds that 
individuals are active participants within a social forum in the creation of their own knowledge. 
Developed a century ago by psychologist Lev Vygotsky, this theory was a stark contrast to the 
theory of behaviorism, in which a passive student is beholden to the causal effects of a stimulus 
and response. We now know that children are social learners who can skillfully construct their 
own knowledge and do not need an external stimulus to motivate them to learn. Developmental 
psychologist and researcher Alison Gopnik goes so far as to postulate that humans' desire to 
explain things -- the drive which brings us to our socio-cultural learning -- works as the 
functional equivalent of an orgasm. Just as the orgasm is the evolutionarily-developed 
mechanism through which humans are driven to reproduce, the satisfaction of explaining 
something is the evolutionarily-developed mechanism through which humans are driven to 
learn. (I'm not making this up, read more here. Why does it feel so good to put in the last piece 
of the puzzle or solve a riddle?) This is what drives children to be active in their own learning 
process. 
 
At a practical level, this means that we seek out topics of study in which children can put their 
internal drives to work, instead of telling them what we think they should learn and driving it 
home through stimulus and response. Suddenly, when talking about pockets, our Ilanot 
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students have become much more vocal during Morning Meeting -- standing up to show off their 
pockets, to explore their friends' pockets, and to share questions and insights. The eager desire 
for social learning is highlighted in this lovely and easy-to-read article about a classroom study 
of the color pink: "The children made meaning by constructing hypotheses, then testing, 
elaborating, and refining their theories, while exchanging ideas with their peers and teacher." It 
is not that pockets, or pink, contain essential facts that preschoolers must learn; rather, they 
serve as vehicles through which we invite and sustain social learning.  
 
We believe that these two key educational principles -- child-as-citizen and social constructivism 
-- allow for powerful learning during the preschool years and lay the foundation for a lifelong 
pursuit of questions, dialogue, civic participation, and educational attainment.         
 
Shabbat shalom, 
Noah  


