
 
Hannukah is in the air! We love to celebrate, and we love to celebrate with you – with a lot going 

on around Hanukkah, I’m writing today to let our parents know what to expect. Next week, I’ll 

write a bit more about the values and traditions associated with Hanukkah, how we explore 

them at school, and tips for age-appropriate ways to access them at home. For today, though, a 

preview of all the nuts-and-bolts that going into making the Hannukah season so joyful at the 

Gan: 

 

Holiday parties: Join us on Friday, December 16, 9:30-10:00am for a school-wide 

Hannukah sing along with Zvikah! No RSVP needed, just show up. The more the merrier – 

extended family, siblings, neighbors…the whole gang is invited. Then, extend the celebration – 

stay for 10:00-10:30am for holiday snacks with your child’s classroom. Follow your 

teachers for locations – some classes will stay around the Kay, others may go back to their 

classroom for this portion. Food and drink provided by the Gan. 

 

Holiday cash gifts: Your child’s classroom teachers are the most important people in their lives 

outside of family members. We wish to shower them in gifts! In our efforts to sustain an 

equitable staff environment, we do not allow parents to give cash or cash equivalent gifts (e.g. 

gift cards) directly to staff and instead require the gifts to go through the Gan Parents 

Association. The GPA’s cash gift to all Gan staff for the winter holidays is funded by your annual 

GPA dues. While we are proud of the salaries we are able to offer our teachers, it is an open 

secret that early childhood education is a systemically underpaid field. Every little bit goes a 

long way and is greatly appreciated by our staff. Parents are welcome to further contributing in 

order to supplement gifts given to teachers in May for Teacher Appreciation Week. You can 

use this donation form; select “Youth Education Funds” and then “Mildred and Jess Fisher Early 

Childhood Center Endowment Fund” 

 

Holiday gifts by class: It is a Gan tradition for parents in a classroom to collaborate together 

on a “class gift” for the teachers. Your Class Parents will reach out to coordinate this by class. 

Examples of successful gifts include ceramic mugs with a class picture on it, artwork that 

includes children’s names, a photo book printed with some photos from Daily Emails, a framed 

picture of the teachers and children, a video of the children saying, “I love you, happy holidays”, 

and sponsoring a breakfast or lunch for the teachers one day. 

 

Holiday gifts by individuals: Please consider bringing a card or small gift for your teacher. 

This is a nice way to add a personal touch to the cash gift (above). Examples of tried-and-true 

teacher gifts include chocolate/yummy treats, flowers, hand-written cards, artwork from children, 

wintery themed items (scented candles, warm socks, etc), wine, and coffee. 

 

Making chanukiyot: Led by our very own Darci Lewis, every Gan student will be hand-making 

a chanukiyah before winter break. This is a long-standing preschool tradition and a great way to 

get each child personally invested in celebrating the holiday. We encourage you to use your 

child’s chanukiyah and to display it prominently at home. And as always when there is an open 

flame – stay close by! The menorahs will each have a wooden base. 

 

Winter break: School is open on Monday, December 19. School is closed Tuesday, December 

20, through Monday, January 2. School re-opens on Tuesday, January 3. Please let your 
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teachers know if your child will be missing any school days before or after break. 

 

COVID: There are no restrictions against traveling and there is currently no required test-to-

return after break. However, as indicated in our covid policies, we may decide to announce a 

test-to-return requirement to enter school on Tuesday, January 3. Please make sure that your 

family has covid tests available to use should there be a requirement. 

 

Thank you for helping make our holiday season joyful! 

 

Shabbat shalom, 

 

Noah 
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