
 

 

 

November 12, 2021 

Dear Gan families, 
 
Here come the holidays! 
 
Our classrooms and school will take on a festive feel over the next few weeks as we explore 
Thanksgiving and Hanukkah.  
 
At the Gan, we prepare for and celebrate these holidays by following our core principles and 
educational approach. As we consider what the children need, we focus on tactile sensations for 
each holiday. True to our identity as a synagogue preschool, we take a values-oriented 
approach to the upcoming holidays of Thanksgiving and Hanukkah. 
 
For Thanksgiving, we focus on the values of gratitude and community -- this year we will be 
baking treats for neighboring classrooms in lieu of a school-wide feast. We provide children with 
the tactile sensations of baking: getting their hands in the flour, tasting the warmth of fresh 
muffins. 
 
For Hanukkah, we focus on the values of bravery and standing up for yourself. We provide 
children with the tactile sensation of making their own candles -- each student will be working 
with wax and wicks to create their own (usable!) set of Hanukkah candles. We also spend a lot 
of time exploring the interplay of light and darkness.  
 
This focus on values and tactile sensation comes with a corollary: We don't overly focus on the 
story for either holiday. As a mentor of mine is prone to saying about holiday stories in early 
childhood: All children need Shakespeare, but they don't need it in preschool. For three-year-
olds, "Willoughby Wallaby Woo" is poetic enough and a good start to the sonnets of high school. 
Her point was that values and tactile exploration are the right starting point -- the historical 
details (and criticism of them) will come later.  
 
Please join us in elevating our core value of community and add your own family picture to our 
Community Holiday Board in the Gan entryway. We've put up a few to get started and invite you 
to contribute! We hope to see a growing tapestry of Gan families celebrating various winter 
holidays, reflecting back to us all the warmth and love of the season.  
 
Shabbat shalom, 
Noah 


