
 
At the Gan, we are ready to launch our first ever “Hodesh Kavod”, or “Month of Respect”. As I 
outlined in my Note on January 13, this special Hodesh Kavod acknowledges the spectacular co-
occurrence in the calendar of three core elements of our values at the Gan: 

  February is Black History Month 

  February is JDAIM (Jewish Disabilities Awareness and Inclusion Month)  

  February 6 is Tu B’shvat   

As a Jewish, antiracist, Inclusive, Reggio-inspired preschool, the values associated with these 
events are always present in our school, and we can use this month to further highlight and 
emphasize them. 
 
For Black History Month, I am pleased to share that our MLK curriculum launched many poignant 
conversations and read-alouds which have provided a meaningful place for our younger students to 
learn about, and celebrate, Black individuals, and for our older students to open up heavier 
conversations about inequality and segregation. Our teachers continue to be supported by Deitra 
Reiser in this work, including a staff-wide conversation yesterday (thank you for understanding that 
early dismissal grants us the time and space to do this holy work together). Please peek at 
my January 13 Note for a review of our curricular approach to Black History Month along with MLK 
Day. Deitra will be writing a message in an upcoming February It’s All Gan to share more of this 
message. 
 
For Tu B’shvat (see here for a brief, values-based early childhood approach to the holiday) each 
classroom will be holding a traditional mini Tu B’shvat seder, during which the students will eat and 
explore a variety of fruits. Our classrooms will also be spending more time in Rock Creek Park and 
planting seeds in small pots. Our (ambitious!) school project is to truly get our compost working. 
While we’ve had a “do it when you can” approach, we are now working as a school to build this into 
our daily rhythm. This is of course not only about the curricular value or Jewish experience but about 
the here-and-now: we must be better stewards of our planet and this is an approachable way that 
our school can meaningfully contribute to this effort. You will hear more from your teachers about 
composting on Tu B’shvat. 
 
For JDAIM, we will be celebrating the month by introducing new children’s books about disabilities 
and inclusion, handpicked by Stephanie Slater specifically for each classroom. Stephanie will be 
presenting these new books on Friday, February 3, to each classroom, along with small treats 
from Sunflower Bakery, a local kosher bakery which “enables pathways to employment for young 
adults and teens with learning differences.” Stephanie will be writing a message in an upcoming 
February It’s All Gan to share more of this message as well. 
 
Lastly, as we have poured our hearts into this work, we have recognized two other calendar markers 
that can also push us to highlight and emphasize values – Pride Month, celebrated each June, and 
Latin Heritage Month, celebrated each September 15 – October 15. We look forward to those 
celebrations as a way to continue to bring our values to life in our classrooms. 
 
Shabbat shalom, 
 
Noah  

https://images.shulcloud.com/1039/uploads/Gan-Hayeled/Noahs-Notes/1.13.23NoahsNote.pdf
https://www.respectability.org/JDAIM/
https://images.shulcloud.com/1039/uploads/Gan-Hayeled/Noahs-Notes/1.13.23NoahsNote.pdf
https://www.ecerj.org/articles/its-all-about-trees-resources-for-tu-bshevat
https://www.sunflowerbakery.org/

