
 

 

 

 
 

Friday, October 15th 
“Stop!”, she said. “A hole!”   

With that proclamation, our classroom halted our walk back to the Gan. One of our students had noticed a 
crater in the sidewalk while walking back to school from Rock Creek. Take a look yourself: a depression in 
the Adas-side of the sidewalk on Quebec towards the park.    

Claudia and I had set out on a hike with our students for the very first time an hour earlier. We sought fresh air 
and the quiet of the woods. I expected we would talk about any animals we saw and collect treasures from 
nature along the way. But I learned early as a Reggio-inspired educator that teaching is a quiet, humble role: 
always prepared to follow the child’s whimsy as it diverges from your adult plan and perspective, flowing with 
the child down their river rather than putting up a dam and insisting they go your way. And so instead of 
hurrying the child along, I paused and stayed quiet, watching.   

“A hole!”    

She yelled again, this time getting the attention of her classmates. A few came over and they sat down, picking 
at the cracks in the concrete. We watched them silently, as curious about 
the children as they were about the hole. A few moments later the group 
stood up and moved on, back to class for lunch.    

Our next hike, the class knew that the hole was a special place for them. 
They stopped there on our way to the woods, again exploring the 
intricacies of the crater. Our third trip to the woods was our “big hike” with 
Noa Livni-Lehman, the Gan’s Outdoor Educator.  

Noa had prepared a lesson on acorns for when we got into the woods but 
was surprised to see the children stop on the sidewalk and gather around 
the hole. Noa, always attentive to the whims of our students, got the 
message: Stop here. This is important. Noa began her lesson on acorns 
right there, filling the hole with nuts and sharing rich stories with the children.  

At first glance, the young child seems powerless – undeveloped, immature, dependent. Yet in a Reggio-
inspired school, a strong “image of the child” shows us children’s power and agency. In short, we see children 
as mattering in the world. Children’s novel contributions to their world – often in a local, mundane way – are 
how they shape the future. Our young student’s discovery of the hole led to a unique and rich lesson two 
weeks later with Noa. In a small but impactful way, her proclamation had written the future; she had changed 
our plans   

As teachers, we balance two truths: children need to learn from us as their models and guides, and we need to 
learn from children about what matters to them and their vision of the world. I invite you to consider: What 
novel contributions, however idiosyncratic, has your child had to your home and family? How has their unique 
perspective on the world altered some of your practices and routines?    

Shabbat shalom,   

Noah   

https://www.adasisrael.org/gan-hayeled-meet-us#Noa
https://nouvay.com/parenting-content/reggio-inspired/image-of-the-child-what-is-it-and-why-is-it-important/

