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The Beth Shalom Early Childhood Center COVID Policy  

 

Hand Washing 

Children and staff will wash their hands with soap and warm water upon arrival, before and after eating, 
after playing outside, after using the bathroom, after blowing noses and after coughing or sneezing into 
hands. 

Masks 

All of our teachers will be wearing masks indoors while at school. We ask that families wear masks 
throughout pick up/drop off times. Children over two are welcome to wear masks and we will 
encourage/enforce based on individual parent preference. We will have those children wear masks to 
the degree that they can be tolerated, but offer breaks away from others as needed. No one will be 
required to wear masks outdoors. 

Sick Policy 

A child or staff with a temperature of 100.4⁰F or higher, cough, shortness of breath, chills, muscle pain, 
sore throat, runny nose, new loss of taste or smell or other signs of new illness unrelated to a 
preexisting condition (such as seasonal allergies) should remain at home. If a child is experiencing these 
symptoms, we require a negative COVID test before the child may return to care. This can be a rapid test 
or a PCR test. 

Our general health policy will also remain in effect and children must remain home with vomiting, 
diarrhea, unexplained rashes, etc. If children are too sick to be at school, a negative Covid test does not 
mean they may return. 

If a child begins showing symptoms during the school day, parents will be called immediately. Please 
be available to pick up your child within the hour if your child becomes ill.  

COVID Testing and Transparency 

If your child or anyone in your family tests positive for COVID, please inform Leah and/or your child’s 
teacher immediately. If there is a confirmed case of exposure to an ECC classroom, we will inform 
everyone via email and a message through our app. We will ask that all children in the exposed class test 
the evening we learn of the exposure via rapid test and every other day during the week of the exposure 
if they do not wish to quarantine. We will report all cases of Covid in our school to Public Health Seattle 
& King County (PHSKC). If we have multiple children and/or staff sick with Covid, we may temporarily 
need to close a classroom.  

Exposure 

Please inform Leah and/or your child’s teacher immediately if your child has been exposed to Covid. 
Exposure is defined as contact within 6 feet for 15 minutes or more.  Unvaccinated children must be 
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tested after exposure via PCR or rapid test and every other day during the week of the exposure if they 
do not wish to quarantine. If children have ongoing exposure from someone at home with Covid, we ask 
that they stay home during this ongoing exposure and test afterward. 

Travel  

We suggest families follow the current CDC guidance, which may change at any time. The following link 

should have up to date requirements. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/travelers/index.html  

Types of Tests 

Whenever possible, a PCR test is highly recommended. When that is not possible or practical, a rapid 
Covid test is acceptable. 

COVID Vaccines 

The entire ECC staff has been vaccinated and moving forward vaccination will be required in order to be 
eligible for hire. We are asking that any adult who enters the ECC is vaccinated and prepared to show 
proof of vaccination. Unvaccinated parents and family members may drop off and pick up outdoors. 

Staffing 

We will be strictly enforcing our health policy with families and we will be following the same rules with 
our staff. If we have multiple staff members out sick or getting tested, we will do our best to adjust 
staffing using our available teachers. If we are unable to do so, we may have to unexpectedly close a 
classroom or adjust our hours for a day. This is absolutely not our plan and would only happen if it was 
completely unavoidable. 
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