
Updated August 2021 
 

The Beth Shalom Early Childhood Center COVID Policy  

 

Outdoor Time and Air Flow 

We know that COVID is spread is through the air. We have taken measures to improve airflow and to 
maximize time outdoors to help prevent the potential spread of COVID. We have a recently updated air 
filtering system in our building. We also have portable HEPA filters on in the classrooms at all times.  
Classrooms with windows will keep those windows open whenever possible. To maximize our time 
outdoors, we have multiple covered spaces that will be used as outdoor classrooms.  

Drop off 

Families will bring their child to their classroom and sign in through brightwheel on the ipad with the 
teacher. There is an option for sign in using a QR code rather than touching the ipad. There will also be 
hand sanitizer available for use before and after touching the ipad. As much as we would love to 
welcome families to spend time in the classroom each morning, we must ask families to keep drop off 
time very brief. It may be helpful to have routines or rituals for the car or outside if your child needs a 
more extensive drop off routine than a quick and loving goodbye.   Teachers will take temperatures after 
drop off and we highly recommend that families take temperatures at home before heading to school.  

Pick up 

Families will message with a five or ten minute warning on brighwheel, so teachers can prepare children 
for pick up. We ask families to come to their child’s classroom or other designated pick up area (for 
some classes it will be the playground) to pick up their child and their child’s belongings. We regretfully 
ask families not to linger inside the building or give their child extra time to play while parents are in the 
classroom. 

Hand Washing 

Children and staff will wash their hands with soap and warm water upon arrival, before and after eating, 
after playing outside, after using the bathroom, after blowing noses and after coughing or sneezing into 
hands. 

Masks 

All of our teachers will be wearing masks while at school. We ask that families wear masks throughout 
pick up/drop off times. Children in our preschool and preK classes wear masks throughout the day. 
Children over two years old in our younger classes are welcome to wear masks.  We will have children 
wear masks to the degree that they can be tolerated. All children may unmask for outdoor play. 
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Sick Policy 

A child or staff with a temperature of 100.4⁰F or higher, cough, shortness of breath, chills, muscle pain, 
sore throat, new loss of taste or smell or other signs of new illness unrelated to a preexisting condition 
(such as seasonal allergies) should remain at home. If a child is experiencing these symptoms, we 
require a negative COVID test before the child may return to care.  

While runny noses are often common for young children, among children with COVID, this is often their 
only symptom.  We ask families to keep children home with new-onset runny nose.  If the runny nose 
lasts longer than 24 hours, they should have a COVID test before returning to care.  If the runny nose 
resolves in less than 24 hours, they can return without a COVID test. 

Our general health policy will also remain in effect and children must remain home with vomiting, 
diarrhea, unexplained rashes, etc. If children are too sick to be at school, a negative Covid test does not 
mean they may return. 

If a child begins showing symptoms during the school day, parents will be called immediately. Please 
be available to pick up your child within the hour if your child becomes ill.  

COVID Testing and Transparency 

If your child or anyone in your family tests positive for COVID, please inform Leah, Marlen and/or your 
child’s teacher immediately. If there is a confirmed case of exposure to our ECC community, we will 
close school temporarily and require everyone to get tested. When we have accurate information as to 
whether or not COVID has spread throughout our community, we will reopen as soon as we can safely 
do so with the guidance of the Department of Children Youth and Families ( DCYF) and Public Health 
Seattle & King County (PHSKC). 

Exposure 

Any unvaccinated person who has had direct exposure to someone with a confirmed case of Covid19 
must quarantine for 14 days before returning to the ECC. Exposure is defined as contact within 6 feet for 
15 minutes or more.  Exposure to someone who was exposed to Covid does not require exclusion or 
testing. 

Travel  

Children who have traveled out of state by plane, or who have traveled in company of people outside of 
their household, should quarantine for 10 days or 7 days with a negative Covid19 test taken 3-5 days 
after travel before returning to the ECC. Travel in a family car to a vacation home or hotel does not 
require quarantine or testing. Vaccinated adults are not required to quarantine after travel, but we still 
request a test after 3-5 days.  We follow the current CDC guidance, which may change at any time. The 
following link should have up to date requirements. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html#unvaccinated-people 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html#unvaccinated-people
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html#unvaccinated-people
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Indoor Gathering 

Children who attended a large indoor gathering (25 people or more) should quarantine for 14 days or 3-
5 days with a negative Covid19 test taken 3-5 days after the gathering before returning to the ECC. 

Types of Tests 

For children with simply a runny nose or testing post travel/gathering, a rapid Covid test is acceptable. 
For children with additional Covid symptoms or with a known direct exposure, a PCR test is required. 

COVID Vaccines 

The entire ECC staff has been vaccinated and moving forward vaccination will be required in order to be 
eligible for hire. We are asking that any adult who enters the ECC is vaccinated and prepared to show 
proof of vaccination. Unvaccinated parents and family members may drop off and pick up outdoors 
following communication via brightwheel.  

Community Safety Agreements  

Assessing risks and benefits for our families in any given situation is a huge challenge of parenthood. 
Usually, we can all figure out our comfort levels and make our own choices accordingly. The choices we 
make for our individual families and our own comfort levels rarely have a significant effect on others. 
Now, we are in a time when if members of our school community are taking risks such as going out in 
public without masks or attending large parties or gatherings, that could put our entire school at risk. 
While we clearly cannot manage what families do during personal time, we would like community 
agreement to avoid high risk activities and to follow public health guidelines.  If there is a COVID 
exposure to our school, we will temporarily shut down, require everyone to get a COVID test and work 
with DCYF and PHSKC to plan a safe reopening.  

Staffing 

We will be strictly enforcing our health policy with families and we will be following the same rules with 
our staff. If we have multiple staff members out sick or getting tested, we will do our best to adjust 
staffing using our available teachers. If we are unable to do so, we may have to unexpectedly close a 
classroom or adjust our hours for a day. This is absolutely not our plan and would only happen if it was 
completely unavoidable. 
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Resources 

 

King County COVID 19 Information and Resources 

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19.aspx 

 

COVID 19 Symptom Flow Chart 

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/schools-childcare/~/media/depts/health/communicable-

diseases/documents/C19/schools-toolkit/K-covid-19-screening-flow-chart.ashx 

 

Guidance for Child Care Administrators: What to Do When You Have a Suspected or Confirmed COVID-

19 Case in Your Facility 

https://kingcounty.gov/~/media/depts/health/communicable-diseases/documents/C19/guidance-covid-

19-in-childcare.ashx?la=en 

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19.aspx
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/schools-childcare/~/media/depts/health/communicable-diseases/documents/C19/schools-toolkit/K-covid-19-screening-flow-chart.ashx
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/schools-childcare/~/media/depts/health/communicable-diseases/documents/C19/schools-toolkit/K-covid-19-screening-flow-chart.ashx
https://kingcounty.gov/~/media/depts/health/communicable-diseases/documents/C19/guidance-covid-19-in-childcare.ashx?la=en
https://kingcounty.gov/~/media/depts/health/communicable-diseases/documents/C19/guidance-covid-19-in-childcare.ashx?la=en

