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Sin and Forgiveness in the 21st Century: A Reform Perspective 
By Andrue Kahn and Rabbi April Peters 
Abstracted from “Introduction to Mishkan HaNefesh: Machzor for the Days of Awe, An Adult Education 
Curriculum.” Central Conference of American Rabbis (2015) 
Mishkan HaNefesh, the new Reform machzor, was compiled with great care to meet the needs of the 
contemporary Reform Jewish community, and reflects the many changes that have occurred over the past 
decades. 
Confession 
[The] long communal confession, each petition beginning al cheit shechatanu, 
“for the sin we have sinned,” presents challenges for a modern, liberal 
prayerbook. The first is in the issue of translation. 

Does the contemporary understanding of the word “sin” fit the 
liturgy? While the word cheit means sin, the…note [in the Yom Kippur liturgy] 
says: 

“The Hebrew word cheit, often translated as ‘sin,’ is from a root 
meaning ‘to miss the mark,’ as in archery or stone-throwing. For 
example, we find a reference to soldiers in Judges 20:16 who ‘could 
sling a stone at a hair and not miss (v’lo yachati).’ Many 
commentators have drawn important implications from the 
etymology of cheit: As with a stone thrower or archer, our intent is to 
aim true and to do the right thing; wrongdoing does not cause an ineradicable stain. With practice and 
attention, we can improve our aim and do better in the future.” 

Forgiveness 
The confession of Al Cheit ends in S’lichot, a prayer for forgiveness. At the heart of that prayer is the repetition 
of the thirteen attributes of God: 

“Adonai, Adonai, God, compassionate, gracious, endlessly patient, loving, and true showing mercy to the 
thousandth generation; forgiving evil, defiance, and wrongdoing; granting pardon.” 
We call on God’s compassionate and forgiving nature to pardon us from the wrongs (or sins) we have 

committed. The editors [of the Machzor] have worked with the meaning of the word cheit to expand our 
concept of sin or missing the mark. [U]sing additional readings, they help us reexamine our notion of forgiveness 
and a God who pardons. 
What the Editors Say 
Rabbis Janet Marder and Sheldon Marder, editors of Mishkan HaNefesh write: 

“In all our work on the Machzor, we remember the tremendous variety of people who will be in our 
congregations, and the misdeeds they will be remembering. Those engaged in vidui and t’shuvah may 
include sexual compulsives who have betrayed their spouses thousands of times, wife beaters, serial 
rapists, soldiers who have engaged in torture, embezzlers, addicts, and child abusers – but also 13 year 
olds who have been rude to their parents, teased another child on the playground, made snide remarks 
behind a teacher’s back or cheated on a test, as well as adults who have inflated their resumes, been 
inattentive to an elderly aunt, received multiple speeding tickets, pilfered office supplies, neglected a 
friend with cancer, been ill-tempered with their spouse, failed to get to the gym often enough or paid 
less than their fair share of temple dues. These are certainly not admirable acts, but we hope you would 
agree that to describe the full range of human misdeeds by the word sin simply empties the word of its 
meaning. 
“We hope, in fact, to restore some sense of power to the simple English word wrong. There is a 
difference between right and wrong, and the Machzor wants us to remember that. So do we.”  

[The] long communal 
confession, each petition 

beginning al cheit 
shechatanu, “for the sin we 

have sinned,” presents 
challenges for a modern, 

liberal prayerbook. 
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In the Days of Awe  
By Robin Becker 
“In the Days of Awe” from The Horse Fair: Poems, by Robin Becker, © 2000. Reprinted by permission of the 
University of Pittsburg Press and the author. 

for Abbe, Sally, and Joseph 

I Amidah 
Hear my personal prayer, the words of my mouth and the meditation 
of my heart that I may find a way back through love 
In the hospital room   packed in blood-soaked cotton   the new mother lay 
animal-exhausted   technicians whisked the child away   in the first 
hours there was fear O teach me to withhold judgment 
of the one who took my place who said yes when I said no 
whose days opened to the child when my days foreclosed 
she who conceived of joy where I imagined the crossbar 
against my chest   subjugation of family life   the double 
harness   the never ending tasks   the clamp and vise 

II Shofar 
The shofar blasts birthday of the world of our dominion 
over nature in the Kingdom of the Lord our God Ruler 
of the Universe   Then why am I weeping into this tissue? 
What is this child to me who refused to stay and raise him? 
What is the broken covenant, this yoke? 

III Tashlikh 
By a small stream as is customary 
we cast into the water with its drift 
of leaves our quarrels like stones our envies 
and resentments O Lord   You do not maintain anger 
but delight in forgiveness 

IV Aleinu 
You take me down to the nursery to see 
Joseph in his little cap of many colors 
with his jaundice and his brisk efficient keepers 
Will you be kind? Cleanse my mind of wickedness 
Teach me to attain a heart of wisdom 
In the synagogue the families praise all fruitbearing trees 
and cedars   all wild beasts and cattle   I watch a woman 
and her teenage daughter confer   lean into each other 
They hold the mahzor between them   their mouths shape the beautiful 
Hebrew I do not know how to read except in transliteration 

 
(continued)  
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Robin Becker was born in Philadelphia 
and earned a BA and MA at Boston 
University. 

Becker’s interest in narrative springs 
from her family background, including 
a childhood spent listening to her 
grandmother’s stories, learning from 
her the nuances of storytelling and 
her family’s history in Ukraine. 

In the Days of Awe (continued) 

V Teshuvah 
Turn from evil and do good   the Psalmist says   turning 
Round the turn   turn the key   clock the turn   turn in time 
time to turn words into footsteps   to lead the young colt to the field  
to turn from the old year   the old self   You are ready 
to turn and be healed   only face   only begin 

VI Amidah 
Inscribe him in the Book of Life for Your sake   living God 
She opened up the book of her body again and again 
She would not stop trying though I mocked her   a year 
ended and a year began   I had no imagination for family life 
inhabiting sadly that place for years 
inhabiting sadly that place for years   with me   who chose 
to keep my faith with those who sleep in dust   she chose 
against the quiet house and noiseless rooms she chose 
to bear her mortal woman’s share and split her life in two 
or three or four   she said I know what you want   I want more 

VII Avinu malkeinu 
Avinu malkeinu inscribe us in the Book of Deliverance 
Avinu malkeinu inscribe us in the Book of Merit 
Avinu malkeinu inscribe us in the Book of Forgiveness 
Sarah beseeched God for a child and brought forth Isaac 
And Sally brought forth Joseph   Amen 
A voice commands the lightning that cleaves stones 
A voice shatters stately cedars 
A voice twists the trees and strips the forest bare 
The devout say In your love for your neighbor will you find God 
They say Days are scrolls   Write only what you want remembered 

VIII Kedushah 
We believe that God abides in mystery   in a diaspora of dust 
in the obsessive   the compulsive   the disordered   in the lonely 
in the bosses   in the unendurable   in the technological 
and pharmaceutical failures   in the very old 
in the newborn   in memory   in kindness   in acts of lovingkindness 
We believe that God abides in the unfit   in those unshielded 
by luck or faith and by bad luck made abject by the unctuous 
I believe in the uncomputerized and the demoralized 
the belittled and benumbed gazing like dumb beasts 
like my sister groping mid-seizure back to speech 

 
(continued)  
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Robin Becker's new collection of 
poems, The Black Bear Inside Me, will 
appear in the Pitt Poetry Series in 
Spring, 2018. 

Her books with Pitt include Tiger 
Heron (2014), Domain Of Perfect 
Affection (2010), The Horse Fair 
(2000) and All-American Girl (1996). 

Becker serves as Poetry and 
Contributing Editor for the Women's 
Review of Books and as Professor 
Emeritus of English and Women's 
Studies at Penn State University.  

In the Days of Awe (continued) 

IX Mourner’s Kaddish 
Bless my sister who could not endure   bless her failure to thrive 
and bless my parents in their magnificent witness 
Sanctify this Day of Remembrance   Grant them peace 
from the clichéd language of condolence cards   Be merciful to those 
who passed Your blessed days in a curtained room of shame 
In the public place   in the hall outfitted with a simple ark 
the mourners stand   Whom shall I dread? we ask with our private 
dreads on our civic faces   We are an assembly of stunned 
children called to recite Yit-gadal ve-yit kadash shmei raba 
There is always someone to mourn   Look around 

X The Fast of Yom Kippur 
Look around   the congregation atones   we certify regret 
we recall our transgressions   and those who transgressed against us  
Where is my milk?   Joseph cries and she feeds him   The Torah 
teaches repentance   I remember my zayde, a shrunken man 
at the front of the shul fasting   By the last Aleinu he could not stand 
My father brought smelling salts   the son who did not know 
the prayers sat with his father   His life was one long prayer 
in the hereness of God    On the maternity floor food and flowers 
Choose life! shouts baby Joseph tightly bound in a cotton blanket 
I’m afraid it’s time to go says the kind nurse after visiting hours 

XI Selihot 
The days of women and men are as grass. 
They flourish as flowers in the field. 
The wind passes over them and is gone, 
and no one can recognize where they grew. 

XII Amidah 
Inscribe for me a childless life   O lift me 
to the Book of Many Forms that I might find another way 
to honor my father and mother   their agony of bereavement 
Let me understand the girl child I was   beloved as Joseph in his coat 
of many colors, favored by his father   hated by his brothers 
and by his brothers thrown into the pit   Then to live among strangers 
in Egypt far from family   Bind me to these friends and to this child 
that I may learn my true relation to the people of this story 
Sanctify difference and refusal   bless 
the lesbians   the child with two mothers   Amen 
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Vicki has a life-long passion for singing, 
which has included singing not only in 
Concord’s volunteer choir but also in 
school choirs and with The Syracuse 
Pops Chorus and—no kidding!—being 
part of the Goon Squad at SU and 
performing in its infamous Goon Show. 

URJ President Rabbi Rick Jacobs on Israeli Government's 
Reversal On Egalitarian Prayer Space At The Kotel In Jerusalem 
URJ Press Release, June 25, 2017 

Jerusalem – June 25, 2017 
Union for Reform Judaism (URJ) President Rabbi Rick Jacobs issued the following statement today about the 
Israeli government's reversal of their agreement to provide an egalitarian prayer space at the Western Wall in 
Jerusalem: 

Prime Minister Netanyahu's decision to say 'no' to his previous 'yes' is an unconscionable insult to the 
majority of world Jewry. We are assessing all next steps. The Israeli Supreme Court will rule, but even in 
waiting for the court we will not be still or silent. The stranglehold that the Chief Rabbinate and the 
ultra-Orthodox parties have on Israel and the enfranchisement of the majority of Jews in Israel and the 
world must—and will—be ended. 

Meet a Temple Member: Vicki Feldman 
Vicki Feldman arrived in Syracuse in 1969 to attend Syracuse University. 
She never intended to stay, yet here she is: an active member not only of 
Temple Concord but also of the wider Syracuse community. 

Her husband, Bob, and his family had a long-standing relationship with 
Temple Concord, and the Feldmans have been Temple members since 
1998. The family includes daughter Jessica, who lives in Syracuse and is a 
Concord member, and son Adam, who lives in Kansas City, as well as six 
grandchildren. 

For Vicki, who grew up “a Jewish kid,” Temple membership has never 
been a question. Vicki notes that she needs to belong not only because of 
Temple’s importance to family but also because of the community 
fostered by Concord. “I believe both in the future of Concord and in its 

traditions—in a commitment to sustaining our congregation,” says Vicki. 
Vicki’s own commitment is evident. She serves on the Temple Board of Trustees, almost single-handedly manages 

the annual Goldenberg Series of musical performances, and 
was a volunteer-choir member over a period of 10 or more 
years. Moreover, Vicki is the person responsible for having 
brought Itzhak Perlman to Syracuse in 2015 to benefit 
Concord, for orchestrating the annual Mensch-of-the-Year 
events, and—right now—for leading the committee gearing up 
for this November’s Concord Cares gala at the Hotel Syracuse.   

Vicki, a freelance graphic designer, confesses that she gives 
away a lot of her time and talent pro bono. (And not just at 
Concord: Her past involvement with the Syracuse Symphony—
the forerunner to Symphoria—included serving as president of 
the Syracuse Symphony Association.) 

Concord is the better for Vicki’s time, talents, and—most importantly—commitment. Not everyone can handle the 
demanding tasks involved with event planning and fundraising, but Vicki has proven over and over that she can, with 
perseverance and grace. 
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We are looking for a “staff,” so to speak: 
columnists, interviewers, advisors, 
photographers, source-finders. 

From the Editor 
This is the fourth issue of Pathways: TheTemple Concord 
Quarterly, representing our first-year’s effort to bring you 
articles that take you deeper into the Temple Community and 
into Reform Judaism. Our mission has been to bring you a 
magazine of sorts—a place to find commentary, insight, and 
inspiration. We hope you’ve enjoyed this experiment so far.  

Now it may be your turn: We are looking for a “staff,” so to speak. Want to be a colunnist who contributes on a 
regular or irregular basis? An interviewer of fascinating congregants, speakers, and performers? An advisor who points 
us toward stories worth pursuing? A photographer who captures what’s unique at Temple? A source-finder of 
intriguing material for us to reprint (with permission and attribution, of course)? 

Let us know. Email me at sallyfcutler@gmail.com and we’ll talk! 

Temple Concord Links 
www.templeconcord.org 

Temple Calendar   

Rabbi Fellman’s Weekly Videos 

Like Us on Facebook 

B’nei Mitzvah Mazel Tov to the b’nei mitzvah and their families. 

Upcoming b’nei mitzvah 

August 5: Samson Myshrall 

August 12: Hali Seidberg 

August 26: Jacob Mone 

 

September 2: Adam Basch 

 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/user/concordusers
mailto:sallyfcutler@gmail.com
http://www.templeconcord.org/
https://templeconcord.shulcloud.com/cal.php
https://www.youtube.com/user/concordusers
https://www.facebook.com/templeconcordsyr
https://templeconcord.shulcloud.com/cal.php
https://www.facebook.com/templeconcordsyr
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Recent Deaths 
The sympathy of the congregation is extended to the families of those recently 
departed. 

Naomi Schayes – April 11, 2017 Naomi was predeceased by her husband, Dolph. She is survived by her children, 
Debbie (Lou) Ferri, Carrie (Marty) Goettsch, David (Melissa Arthur), Danny (Wendy); her grandchildren, Rachel, Abi, 
Carla, Mickey, Benjamin, Kevin, Hannah, Julia, and Logan; her brother Sam (Dory) Gross; and her sisters Sally Gross 
and Vicki Gross. 
Judith Mae Lipsitt – April 14, 2017 Judy is survived by her husband, Marty Lipsitt, and their two daughters, Nancy 
Lipsitt (Len Newman), Syracuse, and Katie Lipsitt (Mark Burton), Los Angeles, and her four grandchildren: Emily and 
Max (Nancy) and Ben and Lucy (Katie). 
Terry Lynn Jacobs – April 25, 2017 Terry was predeceased by her parents, Dr. Elizabeth Foldes-Roth and Dr. Zoltan 
Roth. She is survived by her husband of 46 years, Joe: her children, Julian (Janna) Jacobs and Jessica (Shawn) Burns; 
her grandchildren, Adrian, Nina, Cobie, and Theo; her sisters, Debrah (Barry) Shulman and Corinne (Lynn) Smith; and 
dozens of loving cousins, nieces, and nephews. 
Anna Kaufman – April 29, 2017 Anna was predeceased by her husband, Dr. Robert Kaufman, and is survived by her 
children, Leah (Thomas Hendricks) Kaufman and Shawn Kaufman. 
Florence W. Cohen – May 15, 2017 Florence was predeceased by her husband, Lester L. Cohen; her parents, Benjamin 
and Anna Wilkins; and her brother, Seymour Wilkins. She is survived by her daughters, Cathy W. Cohen of Denver, 
Colorado and Wendy S. Cohen of Fairport, New York, and her nephews, Peter Wilkins and Michael Wilkins. 
Dene Alexander Sarason – May 24, 2017 Dene was predeceased by her husband, Dr. Ernest L. Sarason, and is 
survived by her daughter, Alexandra Schwartz, her sons Robert Sarason and his wife Jane Burkhead, and Ernie and his 
wife Carol, as well as by seven grandchildren—Alexandra, Madeline, Zoe, Abby, Andrew, Ben and James—and seven 
great-grandchildren—Nicholas, Ben, Teddy, Jack, Phoebe, Oliver and Charlie. 
Dr. Stephen A. Miller – May 27, 2017 Stephen is survived by his wife, Judith Robbins Miller; his son, Scott Andrew 
Miller of Syracuse, NY; his daughter, Heidi Hamel (David) of Norfolk, MA; his sister, Eleanor Koplovsky (William) of 
Hingham, MA; and grandchildren Brandon, Emily, Lauren, Robert and Jason Hehn. 

Maxwell Beck Spoont – June 19, 2017 Max’s family includes his wife, Marion; their children Michael (Martha) Spoont 
and Michele (Deanna Bass) Spoont; their grandchildren Rachel, Rebecca, Adam, and Connor; and his sister Ruth 
Spoont. 

So Many Ways to Support Your Temple! 

Your donation to a Temple Concord Fund can memorialize, honor, or express 
appreciation for someone dear to you. 

Your donation to a Fund or for a leaf on our Simcha Tree can celebrate a 
simcha—a joyous event. 

Donations may be made through the Donations tab on the Temple’s website 
(www.templeconcord.org) or to the Temple office. 

Contact the Temple office for information at 315.475.9952. 

  

http://www.templeconcord.org/
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Recent Fund 
Donations 

We appreciate all donations given to support Temple funds. Listed are those 
who have goven $18 or more from March 22, 2017 through June 20, 2017. 

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In appreciation of 

Cantor Kari Siegel Eglash 
Robert Sarason & Jane Burkhead 

David & Jennifer Satterlee 
Mark & Phyllis Zames 

FLAH ADULT EDUCATION FUND 

In memory of 

Mildred Lickstein 
Lewis & Carol Radin 

LAWRENCE H. GINGOLD HANDICAPPED 
ACCESSIBILITY FUND 

In memory of 
William Randolph Myshrall 

Sandra Gingold  

In honor of 

Sandy Gingold 
Richard & Elaine Gingold  

Thomas & Lenore Griffiths  
Bonnie Leff & Dan Lord 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In memory of 

Lt. William H. Grody 
Roger Grody 

Gloria Katz 
John Volinsky 

Donna C. Rothfeld 
Richard Wells 

In appreciation of 

Rabbi Daniel Fellman 
Robert Sarason & Jane Burkhead 

Yitshak & Eileen David 
David & Jennifer Satterlee 

Mark & Phyllis Zames 

In appreciation of 

Rabbi Daniel and Melissa Fellman 
Drazen Family 

Volunteer Teaching 
Epstein High School of Jewish Study 

In celebration of 

Florence Steiger's 93rd Birthday 
Ken Steiger 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

Paul & Lesley Newman 

In memory of 

Lucile Petroff 
Conrad & Iris Koller 

Dene Sarason 
Mark & Kathy Adelson 

Karen Blazey 
Jim & Jill Brule 

Robert Sarason & Jane Burkhead 
Kathleen Coffey 

Kathleen Fey 
Sanford & Marlene Holstein 

Harvey & Carole Koenig 
Conrad & Iris Koller 

Maloff 
Herbert & Ilene Mendel 

Michael & Joy Moss 
The Nottingham 

Faye Panasci 
Weinberger 

In honor of 

John Brule's 90th Birthday 
Jim & Jill Brule 

Robert Sarason & Jane Burkhead 

In appreciation of 

Kathleen, Dave,Tim, Jamie, Cory, Aaron, 
& Kathy Of LGS 
Judy Papenfus 

LOIS ARNOLD GALE LIBRARY FUND 

In celebration of 

Henia Zames 
Bonnie Leff & Dan Lord 

ALEXANDER SAUL LANDSCAPING FUND 

In memory of 

Malcolm A. Sutton 
Barbara Sutton 

BRONSTEIN FAMILY BUILDING FUND 

In memory of 

Emanuel Ringelblum 
Judy Papenfus 

MANHEIM LEADERSHIP FUND 

In honor of 

Jeanette Myshrall 
Conrad & Iris Koller 

TEMPLE CONCORD GENERAL FUND 

In memory of 

June Gold Adelson 
Mark & Kathy Adelson 

Phylis Farbish 
Herb & Esther Heim 

Edward Green 
Gary Lavine & Mady Kudisch 

Edward Krupkin 
Herb & Esther Heim 

Donna Rothfeld 
Virginia Srogi 

Edward & Lois Mills 
Elaine Rubenstein 

Dene Sarason 
Steven & Frances Volinsky 

Naomi Schayes 
Gary Lavine & Mady Kudisch 

In honor of 

John Brule's 90th Birthday 
Robert Sarason & Jane Burkhead 

Bruce Gentry 
Mark & Phyllis Zames 

Henia Zames' Bat Mitzvah 
Steven & Frances Volinsky 

 

 


	Sin and Forgiveness in the 21st Century: A Reform Perspective
	URJ President Rabbi Rick Jacobs on Israeli Government's Reversal On Egalitarian Prayer Space At The Kotel In Jerusalem
	Meet a Temple Member: Vicki Feldman
	From the Editor
	Temple Concord Links
	Temple Calendar  /
	B’nei Mitzvah
	Rabbi Fellman’s Weekly Videos
	www.templeconcord.org
	Recent Deaths
	So Many Ways to Support Your Temple!
	Recent Fund Donations

