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Love
A note from the editor
Lennon and McCartney tell us it’s all we need: Love. And that’s the theme for this issue of Pathways.
Love pervades out texts and our liturgy. In this issue, Rabbi Fellman tackles a question inherent in the v’ahavta
prayer: he asks if we can be commanded to love. We also hear an aspirational notion of love from the leader of a
different faith tradition, namely, Michael Curry, presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church.
In his Temple Treasures column, Sam Gruber uses our portrait of Gates Thalheimer as the jumping-off place for a
mini-biography of this extraordinary gentleman. Thalheimer’s love for the congregation that was and is Temple Concord
literally built the Temple we know today.
Our poetry selection is from Yehuda Amichai, the great Israeli poet. A Letter of Recommendation challenges us to
see love from a number of perspectives.
As always, we invite your comments. Write to the editor at sallyfcutler@gmail.com.

Commanded to Love?
By Rabbi Daniel Fellman
One of the most complex commandments we Jews face comes in the 6th chapter of
Deuteronomy. It’s a paragraph we read in nearly every service, the v’ahavta prayer.
The prayer begins with the words “You shall love the lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul.” And, since the words were written, we Jews have wrestled with them. Can we really be
commanded to love? Can an emotion be commanded?
Our sages worked to comprehend this verse. Some suggest that we are commanded to teach a
love of God and all things Jewish. Others argue that we are commanded to show acts of
lovingkindness. And others say that yes, we are in fact commanded to love, while still others say
that such a command is impossible to fulfill.
I have found each of those views compelling at different times. In my own attempt at
synthesis, I have concluded that I am commanded to keep a loving heart, to ever be open to the

possibility of love.
When I see a stranger, I remind myself that my tradition teaches “love thy neighbor as thyself.” I remind myself to
start from a position of love. When I encounter some aspect of beauty in the world, I remind myself that our world, just
like each of us, was created out of love.
I’m not sure that I can be commanded to love or to command another to love. But I love the possibility of using love
as my baseline. If I begin with love, then somehow, some way love will be shared with another and will eventually
return to me. And in this way, our world is ever improved.

When Love Is the Way
By Bishop Michael Curry
Excerpt from Bishop Curry’s royal wedding sermon, included in The Power of Love: Sermons,
Reflections, and Wisdom to Uplift and Inspire, Penguin Random House, 2018
Think and imagine a world where love is the way. Imagine our homes and families where love
is the way. Imagine neighborhoods and communities where love is the way. Imagine
governments and nations where love is the way. Imagine business and commerce where this
love is the way.
Imagine this tired old world where love is the way. When love is the way—unselfish,
sacrificial, redemptive. When love is the way, then no child will go to bed hungry in this world
ever again. When love is the way, we will let justice roll down like a mighty stream and
righteousness like an ever-flowing brook. When love is the way, poverty will become history. When love is the way, the
earth will be a sanctuary. When love is the way, we will lay down our swords and shields, down by the riverside, to
study war no more. When love is the way, there's plenty good room - plenty good room - for all of God's children.
Because when love is the way, we actually treat each other, well…like we are actually family. When love is the way,
we know that God is the source of us all, and we are brothers and sisters, children of God.
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Temple Treasures: Portrait of Gates Thalheimer (1852 – 1928)
Temple Concord President, 1897 – 1927
By Sam Gruber
Temple Treasures is a regular feature of Pathways. Sam Gruber is a cultural heritage consultant involved in a wide
variety of projects in America and abroad. For 25 years his special expertise has developed in Jewish art, architecture, and
historic sites. Visit his Blogspot at http://samgrubersjewishartmonuments.blogspot.com/.
On the wall of the Temple archives and history center hangs a large, elaborately
framed oil portrait (artist unknown) of businessman, philanthropist, and long-time
Temple Concord president Gates Thalheimer. The painting shows the Temple
benefactor, who died in 1928 at age 77, as an older man. It likely was
commissioned in 1921 for the celebratory tribute dinner to Thalheimer honoring
his 25 years of service as congregation president. He continued as president until
1927, a year before he died.
More than anyone, Thalheimer is responsible for the building of our present
Temple, which was dedicated in September 1911. When Thalheimer was elected
Temple president in 1897, he became great friends with Rabbi Adolph Guttman,
who convinced him of the need for new facilities. In 1901, Thalheimer suggested
the congregation procure a new site for a temple religious school building. But
when Herman Leiter died in 1904 and left the Temple a bequest, Thalheimer
appointed a committee to look for an entirely new temple site, and by 1906 he
urged the purchase of our present site, offering to personally compensate if
sufficient funds were not available. He then refused to stand for reelection as
President unless the congregation agreed, which finally happened in February
1907. Architects were hired in 1909 and on May 25, 1910, Thalheimer broke
ground for the Temple cornerstone.
After his death, his bequest to the Temple stimulated the building of the social
hall and new religious school. In 1960, one of Thalheimer’s daughters, Mabel, and
her husband, Hiram H. Weisberg, sponsored the new religious school wing.
Thalheimer made his fortune as a wholesale grocer. Born in 1852 to Mr. and
The Gates Thalheimer portrait in
Mrs. Morris Thalheimer, he began by delivering groceries for his father's store with
our archive and history center.
a wheelbarrow and at 23 started his own fruit and vegetable business, which he
That center is next to the Shayes
gradually expanded. In 1887 he took over the wholesale grocery business of John
Family Lounge and can be
Crouse & Company, which Thalheimer maintained as the largest wholesale grocery
opened on request.
in Central New York under single ownership.
According to the Syracuse Herald (December 22, 1928), Thalheimer—with his wife, Jennie—soon became “one of
the greatest benefactors of mankind in the city. He was not a publicity seeker, desiring rather to cloak his philanthropic
efforts in secrecy.” At the May 12, 1921, tribute dinner, “city leaders of all creeds paid him tribute…in recognition of his
25 years’ service as president of the Temple Society of Concord. His many acts of kindness and charity were praised in
eulogistic addresses by Benjamin Stolz, Rabbi Benjamin Friedman, the late Rev. Dr. Adolph Guttman, Gates Wiseman,
Emmanuel Bronner, Isidore Belloff, the late William Rubin and T. Aaron Levy.”
A director of and leading contributor to the Syracuse War Chest during World War I, and then of the Community
Chest, he was also a director of the Syracuse Trust Company, vice president of the St. Joseph’s Hospital Aid Society, vicepresident of the Rochester Orphan Society, and a director of Syracuse Federation of Jewish Charities. When his wife
Jennie (Stern) died in 1918, he erected a family mausoleum in Woodlawn Cemetery.

Pathways

Vol. IV, Quarter 1 January – March 2019

Page 3

A Letter of Recommendation
By Yehuda Amichai
Translated by Chana Bloch
On summer nights I sleep naked
in Jerusalem. My bed
stands on the brink of a deep valley
without rolling down into it.
In the daytime I walk around with the Ten
Commandments on my lips
like an old tune someone hums to himself.

Yehuda Amichai (1924–2000)
Born in Germany, Yehuda Amichai left that country at age twelve with
his family and journeyed to Palestine. He is recognized as one of
Israel’s finest poets. His poems—written in Hebrew—have been
translated into forty languages.
Source: www.poetryfoundation.org

Oh touch me, touch me, good woman!
That’s not a scar you feel under my shirt, that’s
a letter of recommendation, folded up tight,
from my father:
“All the same, he’s a good boy, and full of love.”
I remember my father waking me for early prayers.
He would do it by gently stroking my forehead, not
by tearing away the blanket.
Since then I love him even more.
And as his reward, may he be wakened
gently and with love
on the Day of the Resurrection.

So Many Ways to Support Your Temple!
Your donation to a Temple Concord Fund can memorialize, honor, or express appreciation for someone dear
to you. Your donation to a Fund or for a leaf on our Simcha Tree can celebrate a simcha—a joyous event.
Secure donations may be made through the Donations tab on the Temple’s website
(www.templeconcord.org) or to the Temple office. Contact the Temple office at 315.475.9952 for information
and a complete list of funds.

Temple Concord Links
www.templeconcord.org
Temple
Calendar
Rabbi Fellman’s Weekly
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