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1/3      Special Shabbat with the Heschel
Harmonizers

1/4      Special Shabbat with the Heschel
Harmonizers

1/14    Speakeasy Game Night
1/20    Panel with Israeli Model UN 

Delegates
1/21    Women’s Torah Study Group
1/26 TRIBE Paint and Sip
1/28    Speakeasy: Residents of the   

Rising Song Institute

February 2020

2/1      Sweet Tastes of Torah
2/8     KLC 1st – 5th Grade Sleepover
2/9      Speaker Brunch: Gili Getz
2/29    Casino Night

Friday night services 7:00 pm  

Saturday morning services 9:30 am

See www.hobokensynagogue.org and the

USH Facebook page for more info on these and

other upcoming events!

UPCOMING EVENTS
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The most difficult Hanukkah

By Rabbi Robert Scheinberg

This Hanukkah was like no other I can remember.

This is not entirely for upsetting reasons. Our community was fortunate to have several

wonderful Hanukkah events, in anticipation of Hanukkah and during the holiday,

including events for families with young children, Learning Center families, young

professionals, and the general community. We have celebrated new babies, special

birthdays and bar mitzvah anniversaries, and other special milestones together.

But repeated acts of antisemitic violence cast a shadow over Hanukkah this year.

I spent the first night of Hanukkah at the site of the Jersey City Kosher Supermarket in

Greenville, taking part in the candle lighting together with the Satmar community, and

playing guitar to accompany Joely Greenfeld, a leading singer from the Satmar Hasidic

community in Brooklyn and the brother of Mindy Ferencz z”l, as he sang the candle

blessings and the Hanukkah hymn Maoz Tzur.

Throughout the week came more and more reports of anti-Jewish acts of intimidation

and violence - by some counts, ten such incidents in New York City in one week. And it

reached a terrible crescendo last night with the machete attack on a Hanukkah

gathering in Monsey, New York. We pray for the recovery of those who were injured,

including Joseph Neumann whose health situation is unfortunately very precarious. All

our prayer services since this incident have included some prayers for healing for those

affected by this tragedy - those who are injured, those who are traumatized, and all of us

- and an opportunity to stand in solidarity with those who are attacked for being Jewish.

All these incidents raise so many issues for us, in addition to our efforts to care for those

most immediately affected. These incidents may make us feel unsafe and raise painful

and ancestral memories of tragedy. They prompt us to reexamine the ways we secure

our synagogue and educational programs. They raise challenges for us as we seek to

understand the role we play in the ethnic and cultural mosaic of the United States and of

Hudson County.

In an email to the community from last week, USH President Jeremy Morley has

outlined some of our security responses to the Jersey City incident and other incidents

(the text of that email is available upon request). Please know that we are constantly

reevaluating our security procedures, as this is a matter to which we assign the highest

priority, and you can expect more updates in the days and weeks to come.

לברכהצדיק זכר 

May the memory of 

the Righteous be a 

Blessing

Moshe Deutsch  Z’’L

Leah Mindel Ferencz

Z’’L

Douglas Miquel

Rodriguez  Z’’L

Detective Joseph 

Seals  Z’’L

https://abc7ny.com/community-events/jersey-city-menorah-lighting-honors-hero-cops-in-shooting-at-kosher-deli/5777048/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/acts-of-anti-semitism-are-on-the-rise-in-new-york-and-elsewhere-leaving-jewish-community-rattled/2019/12/29/f8c20578-2a7e-11ea-bcb3-ac6482c4a92f_story.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/12/29/us/new-york-stabbing-rabbi-home/index.html
https://nypost.com/2019/12/29/status-of-monsey-stabbing-attack-victim-is-very-bad-says-family/
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We are grateful for the members of our community who are mental health professionals who have been available following shabbat

services to discuss some of the issues raised by these incidents, including the challenges of discussing them with children. These 

conversations, as well as conversations about antisemitism, will continue.

At moments when we feel alone, I hope we can take some comfort in the number of people of all faiths and backgrounds who are 

standing with us. A letter condemning bias crimes against Jews was signed by an impressive range of Hudson County clergy 

representing dozens of houses of worship and at least six different religions. (You are welcome to sign on to the letter at 

http://bit.ly/GreenvilleShootingStatementDec2019.)

Celebrating Hanukkah in one of the most diverse counties in the United States reminds us of how the ancient King Antiochus felt 

threatened by religious diversity. The Jewish community declared at that time to an intolerant king: You don't need to feel threatened by 

us. We can be a vibrant part of this region's mosaic even as we remain true to the religious practices of our ancestors.

What a privilege it is to live in a country that enshrines religious freedom in the Constitution of the United States. What a privilege to live 

in one of the most diverse places on earth, to get to know our various neighbors and to affirm and celebrate their connections to their 

various religious and cultural traditions. May we always remember how beautiful the mosaic is that we create when we are united in all 

our proud diversity.

And celebrating Hanukkah also reminds us that our role in the world is to light a candle in every place of darkness. With each 

successive day of Hanukkah we can make our world that much brighter -- unless we’re too afraid to try.

During our services this past Shabbat, we read these words by Rabbi Harold Kushner:

“More than eighty times in the Bible, God tells people not to be afraid (usually translated as “fear not”). God says it to Abraham, to 

Isaac, to Jacob, to Moses. He repeats it four times in His first remarks to Joshua, lest Joshua be overwhelmed by the task of

succeeding Moses. He tells each of the prophets not to be afraid of the demands of their role and commands them to tell the people not 

to be afraid as well. ... Why do we need to be told “Don’t be afraid” so often? I believe that God realizes how many things there are that 

frighten us, but God does not want us to live lives dominated by fear. A small dose of fear keeps us alert and alive, but an overdose can 

leave us perpetually tense, emotionally closed, and paralyzed to the point of inaction.… Fearful people cannot be happy, generous, 

charitable, or forgiving. Fear constricts the soul and keeps us from being as fully human as God would like us to be.”

We pray that the afterglow of our Hanukkah lights this year will continue to bring brightness to the world, and blessings for the secular 

year ahead for you and your family 

https://www.nj.com/opinion/2019/12/hudson-area-religious-leaders-stand-together-against-hate-letter.html
http://bit.ly/GreenvilleShootingStatementDec2019
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President’s Message

By Jem Morley

To the United Synagogue of Hoboken community,

I want to take this opportunity to update the community on security issues.

We are engaged in a constant process of reviewing our security measures for the safety of our congregants, pre-school children, 

parents, care providers, Learning Center families, guests and our wonderful and devoted staff. We are also concerned to preserve

the integrity of our historic building. Last week’s events in Jersey City were shocking for so many reasons, and of course they 

prompt us to further review the security measures we have in place.

Over the last several years, and during the past week, we have secured substantial advice and assistance from many outside 

agencies, including the Prosecutor’s Office of Hudson County, the Police Departments of both Hoboken and Jersey City and the 

Jewish Federation of Northern New Jersey’s director of Jewish community security, Gerard Dargan.

We have made, and we are continuing to make, significant improvements to the physical structure of the building. We have 

constructed a new and enlarged vestibule with security-hardened walls and doors sufficiently apart that they cannot be held open

by one person at the same time. We are in the process of installing special security doors, security windows, and security 

hardware. This work, which will be completed by the end of January, will create some temporary inconvenience and we will 

appreciate your patience.

We have been awarded a grant of $75,000 by the State of New Jersey, Office of Homeland Security, to be paid upon completion 

of the current work on the vestibule and building perimeter, but it will cover no more than half of the cost.

We have installed many other security measures, including several new video cameras, panic buttons and other methods of 

electronic surveillance, and this process will continue and will be expanded. We will install further access control systems.

We have strong relationships with the Hudson Country Sheriff’s Department and the Hoboken Police, both of whom have been 

extremely cooperative. The Sheriff’s Department has been providing an ongoing police presence during our synagogue services 

on Friday evenings and Shabbat mornings, and we have been assured that this will continue for the coming year. The Hoboken 

Police are providing ongoing support and surveillance. We are most grateful to both of them.

We previously felt that continued and better training, technology, and physical control of the entrances is a more effective way to 

address our security concerns, as opposed to hiring external security staff. For that reason, we hired security personal for what 

was hoped would be on a short-term basis only. Unfortunately, we have now determined that we must engage the services of 

security personnel on an ongoing basis, notwithstanding the very substantial expense, and so we will continue to provide a guard

for all time that the Preschool or Learning Center are in operation.

In downtown Jersey City, the Kaplan Preschool operates a “Gan Katan” drop-off class for children who are 2 and 3 years old. We 

have now determined that, even though the program is very small, and the cost is very high, we must provide ongoing security 

personnel at that location also, at least through the end of the current school year in June.

We will continue to review security issues on a constant basis, with the security committee reviewing procedures, coordinating 

with the leadership of the Kaplan Preschool and the Learning Center, with Rabbi Scheinberg, and local law enforcement to 

evaluate possible alterations.

These are extremely expensive steps for our community to take. We hope that the financial burden will be shared by all of us who

use our building and are part of our community. We will never allow hatred to diminish our programs.

To make a donation towards our increased security costs, please go to http://www.hobokensynagogue.org/donate.html and select 

the Donation type of Security Services. We deeply appreciate your contributions towards these unprecedented expenses

Shalom

Jeremy Morley

President, USH Board of Trustees

https://www.hobokensynagogue.org/track.php?id=3a9f5e8faa304f9485f52ed5c46fd155&color=b3b3b5&url=http://www.hobokensynagogue.org/donate.html
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Mazel Tov to:

Brooke Stempler on her Bat Mitzvah; and to her parents Rick and Isabella Stempler; and to her 

sister Julia

Thank you for sponsoring Kiddush:

12/7: Isabella and Rick Stempler in honor of their daughter Brooke’s Bat Mitzvah.

12/14: Razel Solow and Joel Trugman in honor of their daughter Dina’s engagement

12/21: Elisabeth Oldmixon and Andrew Reibman in honor of their daughter Shifra’s birthday

12/28: Merry Firschein and David Swirnoff in honor of David’s birthday

Condolences to:

Steve Calmas on the loss of his mother Sandra Calmas: and to his wife Lauren; and to their 

children Sam and Aly.

Rebecca Kramnick on the death of her father, Isaac Kramnick, and to Rebecca’s husband Phil 

Cohen and their children Madeline and Anna, and to Isaac’s wife, Miriam.
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DONATIONS

GENERAL FUND

Rosenberg Feldman Smith LLP

Jeffrey and Kimberly Coran

Jonathan Zaid

Anat & Ori Klein

Jeff and Jennifer English

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Barry and Julie Weinstein

Inez Benjamin Foundation

Rosenberg Feldman Smith LLP

USH scholarship available for Jewish Camp Experience for children 

and teens!!!!
An anonymous USH member has generously established the USH Jewish Camp Experience Scholarship Fund to encourage 

synagogue youth to attend Jewish sleepaway camps and other summer experiences (such as USY on Wheels) for the summer 2020 

season. All USH children and teens (preferably under the age of 14) who will be returning campers are eligible to apply for this need-

based scholarship. 

The deadline for applying for the scholarship is February 17, 2020; awards will be announced no later than February 25, 2020.

Jewish summer camps which are eligible for this scholarship can be found on the Foundation for Jewish Camp list: 

http://jewishcamp.org/find-a-camp/

The application can be found at: 

bit.ly/ushcampscholarship2020

If you have any questions about the scholarship, or if your child or your family meet the requirements to apply, please contact Rabbi 

Scheinberg at 201-659-4000. 

http://jewishcamp.org/find-a-camp/
http://bit.ly/ushcampscholarship2020
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The USH "Pair for Prayer" Initiative

The skill of leading Jewish prayer services has long been an important aspect of Jewish leadership. A knowledgeable Jewish
community like ours has many people who have these skills (and all bar/bat mitzvah students in our community acquire some of these
skills), but we can always use more. You are invited to fill out the form at http://bit.ly/pair_for_prayer_USH_2019, to indicate what
skills you have and what skills you are willing to teach as a volunteer. We will then make an effort to pair people together to acquire
these skills. Many recordings, texts, etc are available to assist you, whether you are a teacher or a learner, at
rabbischeinberg.blogspot.com.

Shabbat Dinner Initiative

We would like to try a new approach to encouraging people in our community to share Shabbat meals together. We invite you to fill out
this questionnaire (http://bit.ly/USH_Shabbat_Dinner_Initiative_2019) and to indicate if you are interested in hosting a Shabbat
dinner and inviting others from our community, and/or in being a guest at a Shabbat dinner. We also invite you to indicate your
approximate age and life stage, if you would be interested in connecting with others who are demographically similar to you. We will
then work with the hosts to help them to invite people who have indicated a desire to be guests. We also have resources available to
help people to learn and lead the Shabbat evening rituals (see http://rabbischeinberg.blogspot.com/p/resources-for-hosting-
shabbat-dinner.html). It is our hope that this initiative will strengthen the bonds that connect us to each other, as well as strengthen
our connection to Shabbat. There is also an opportunity on the questionnaire to indicate if you would like to assist in organizing this
initiative.

Refugee Committee

The Refugee Support Committee invites congregants
to host a refugee-chef-cooked dinner at their home. A
limited number of diners attend and pay for their
dinners and the proceeds go to the chef and her
family. You provide the table and chairs; the
committee provides the rest. Please contact Simone
Crespi at screspi@gmail.com, if you would like to
volunteer as a host. Our dinners have been
scrumptious and successful. If you can't lend your
home for a night, then please consider donating to
the USH "Refugee Fund." We use the money to
provide direct services to refugees as well as to hold
educational events at USH. Thank you!

TRIBE Hanukkah Party  12/22

mailto:screspi@gmail.com


UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF  
HOBOKEN

115 Park Avenue, Hoboken, NJ 07030

201-659-4000

www.hobokensynagogue.org

President: Jeremy Morley 

president@hobokensynagogue.org

Rabbi: Robert Scheinberg

rabbi@hobokensynagogue.org

Preschool Director: Rachelle Grossman 

preschool@hobokensynagogue.org

201-653-8666

Learning Center Director: 

Grace Gurman-Chan 

lc@hobokensynagogue.org

201-659-4000, x4

Shofar Editor: Jordan Firestein

and Sarah Rosenblum 

shofar@hobokensynagogue.org

Proofreading provided by Jane Klueger,  Louise 

Kurtz, Allen Reuben and Rabbi Scheinberg

USH Office administrator: Sue Cordeiro

office@hobokensynagogue.org

201-659-4000

8


