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       The Temple Sholom community 
has experienced another year of un-
certainty as the COVID-19 pandemic 
has continued. Despite this, we have 
continued to grow and flourish. We 
are excited about the 12 new Chaverim 
who have joined our community since 
this summer, and we have welcomed 
a total of 23 new chaverim to Temple 
Sholom since summer of 2020.   

Our Rabbis have continued to hold 
online services and added new op-
portunities for our community to 
get together in person like outdoor 
Havdalah and Shabbat services, includ-
ing a meaningful outdoor welcome 
service for our new chaverim.  

Due to generous support, Temple 
Sholom was also able to hold in-person 
High Holy Days services at the Manor 
House. What a beautiful venue!  We 
should also be incredibly proud of 
our Rabbis and our Staff, who worked 
“double duty” for the High Holy Days 
to assure that we were able to worship 
together physically and safely while 
also offering alternative online services.  

Our Legacy Circle has also continued 
to grow along with the Temple Sholom 
community. We now have 70 individu-
als and families who have made a Leg-
acy Commitment to our future.  This 
represents over  25% of our temple 
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community, and we have realized do-
nations and estimated future commit-
ments totaling well over $850,000 to 
support the future of Temple Sholom. 
Thank you!!

Temple Sholom is also eligible for 
another $8000 incentive unrestricted 
grant from the Jewish Federation as 
part of the regional CYJL program, 
and, so far, we are on track to receive 
this. We also have a good chance at 
another $2000 regional unrestricted 
challenge grant if we receive several 
more legacy commitments by the end 
of 2021.   

We also wanted to remind our mem-
bers that the 2021 CARES Act provides 
additional tax deductions and benefits 
again this year for those who make 
charitable donations.  You can see 
more details about these benefits on 
page 3.   

One quick request to our members:    
Please spread the word about the Legacy 
Circle and please let Legacy Circle com-
mittee Chair Carol Shore know about 
any of your  friends in our community 
who might be interested in hearing more 
about making a legacy commitment to 
Temple Sholom.
                       
Thank you for your support of Temple 
Sholom’s future!

Temple Sholom Legacy Circle
         Fall 2021 Update
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Editor’s Note:  For each edition, we ask Legacy Circle Members to tell their Temple Sholom stories

I joined Temple Sholom when I relocated to the  
Cincinnati area from Cleveland in the late 90’s 
because my dear childhood friend, Robin Miller 
and her husband Fred belonged there. I left after a 
few years, not feeling terribly connected, and then 
rejoined years later. 

The second time was the charm for me, which I at-
tribute to Rabbi Miriam Terlinchamp’s emphasis on 
inclusion. I chaired the first Purim ball, became the 
chair of the Second Passover Seder, went to Israel 
twice with Temple Sholom and celebrated my Bat 
Mitzvah in 2016 with a minyan of wonderful wom-
an, one of the greatest days of my life. 

I had always had my own personal relationship with 
G-d, but Rabbi Terlinchamp’s Temple Sholom led to 
a life-long rewarding relationship to the synagogue, 
one which I treasure. I have been an out-of-town 
member since I left for Northern California almost 4 
years ago to retire. I still enjoy “seeing” many friends 
for worship, especially since Temple Sholom is so 
present on the web, enhanced by COVID times.

Even before Legacy Circle, I had made stipulations 
for a contribution to Temple Sholom in my will, 
because I felt it was the right thing to do. When I 
first joined, I immediately noticed the paucity of en-
dowments to support the synagogue, unlike Temple 
Tiferith Israel, my synagogue of origin, which 
resulted in the dependence on yearly dues contribu-
tions. I was told this was Temple Sholom culture. I 
am so pleased and proud to see so many of our syna-
gogue joining in the effort to ensure our synagogue 
is financially assured for years to come.

A leap of faith!  We left Albuquerque in February of 2020 
to live near some of our children and grandchildren. At 
the farewell oneg in our honor, the rabbi said, “When the 
Rubys move, they do not leave their synagogue behind,” 
and he granted us the unusual status of “emeritus” mem-
bers. 

We knew we’d want to be involved in a new congregation, 
and it would have been natural to join the Conservative 
synagogue our children belong to. But we are ardently 
committed to the Reform movement. So, we began 
streaming Temple Sholom’s Erev Shabbat services a year 
before we moved and were impressed with Rabbi Ter-
linchamp – this was before Rabbi Stratford came – and 
began to recognize everyone by the back of their heads. 
It’s nice to see their faces now, though masked!  

We quickly identified with Temple Sholom’s mission, its 
diversity and variety, and especially its fervor for social 
justice. Coming from a philanthropic family that has long 
supported Jewish causes, we revised our estate docu-
ments to comply with OH law and included our new 
temple in our bequests. 

While we’ll always support the three previous temples 
dear to us, we affirm that Temple Sholom is our home 
now and forever, and we want to do our small part to 
assure its future. It’s like planting a tree: we may not be 
around to see its full, robust flowering, but we can watch 
it grow, knowing that the children and grandchildren of 
today will sit in its shade and taste its sweet fruits.  

Sandy Mendel Lois & Tom Ruby 



Temple Sholom continues to be a proud 
participant in the Regional Create Your 
Jewish Legacy (CYJL) Program.  This 
program’s goal is to help Cincinnati 
Jewish organizations to sustain their 
future via endowment growth and 
provides training and grant support to 
participating organizations. As of early 
November, 23 Jewish organizations in 
our region have received 1872 legacy 
commitments with an estimated future 
value of over $150 Million! 
CYJL has been part of the national 
program, Life & Legacy, started by the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation (HGF).   
This program is now active across 72 
communities with over 32,000 Legacy 
Commitments and over $1.24 Billion 
in estimated future value for 741 Jewish 
organizations across the country.     

2021 Update on Regional CYJL and National Life & Legacy Programs

The 2021 CARES Act includes additional charitable 
deductions again this year, so donations made by the 
end of this year may have some significant tax advan-
tages.   We checked in with Alan Solomon, our tax 
expert on the Legacy Circle committee, about these 
opportunities. Alan wanted to highlight a few: 
• Non-Itemizers can deduct up to $300 single and 
$600 married filing jointly above the line in addition 
to the standard deduction. These contributions must 
be cash donations made in 2021 and direct to the 
charity of your choice

• For itemizers - Cash donations can be generally 
deducted as high as 100% of Adjusted Gross In-
come in 2021.  This is normally limited to 60%
• If you are  over 70-1/2 years old, you can make 
donations directly from your IRA accounts, either 
traditional or Roth, generally without tax conse-
quences.
Alan always recommends that you seek the advice 
of a tax professional or advisor about deduction 
opportunities.



                                           The Temple Sholom Legacy Circle includes those who have made Legacy           
                              Commitments through a formal Letter of Intent, Commitment Letter for an 

estate gift, or at least a $1000 outright donation to our endowment funds.

The Legacy Circle also includes those who have established a named endowment fund and 
those of blessed memory who have left an estate gift to Temple Sholom.

The Temple Sholom Legacy Circle 
as of November 16th, 2021

 

If you are interested in learning more about joining the Legacy Circle or there is a missing or 
misspelled name, please contact Carol Shore at carolshore@hotmail.com

Barry & Susan Austern
Richard & Donna Barasch
Marvin Barsman (z’l)
Stephanie Beck 
Tina & Tom Bernheimer
Bernice Bingman 
Victor Max Bluestein (z’l)
Chuck & Eileen Brinn
John & Karen Bunyan
Ethel Cogen 
Mark & Peggy Eckman
Ed Freeman & Maralynn Martin
Melvin S. Gale, M.D. & Joan Todd
Harold (Pat) (z’l)  & Inge (z’l) Goldberg
Dr. Meryl S. Goldman (z’l) and  
    Rabbi Mark N. Goldman
Gerri Goodwin 
Ed Griff & Janet Raczynski
The Guttman Wright Family
Valerie & Ray Habib
Stephena Harmony
David Heck & Margaret Archangel
Karlene & Tom Herman  
Neal & Erin Hoffman
Stuart & Janice Kirschner
Hyman (z’l) & Gladys (z’l) Kirtchik
Dr. Jerrold & Judy Kirzner
Mrs. Irvin (Doris) Lehrner
Herbert (z’l) & Ellen Lenk Family
Bob (z’l) & Rae (z’l) Levin
Barbara & Steven Levinson
Sandy Manheimer Lewin (z’l)
Virginia Lipke 
Sandra Mendel 
Dick & Rhoda (z’l) Meyer

Robin & Fred Miller
Harold  (z’l) & Sophie (z’l) Mitnik
John R Moffatt & Deborah E. B. Moffatt
John & Marcie Molander
David Ness
Ann Newberg
Barbara Paris
The Les & Molly Polasky Family
Jeff Rhein
Rachael Rosen
Marian & Bob (z’l) Rubin
Marcia & Walter I. Rubin
Dr. Thomas & Lois Ruby
Dr. Sanford Scheingold (z’l)
Peggy Segall
Jim Shapiro
Carol L. Shore & John H. McCready
Marjorie & Art Shriberg
Leo Shuller
Alan & Julie Solomon
Charles & Carol Specter
Stephen Stein
Sharon Stone
Harris (z’l) & Thelma (z’l) Tash
Rabbi Miriam Terlinchamp
Clifford Van Duzen (z’l)
Stuart & Gladys (z’l) Warshauer
Marv (z’l) & Linda Whitman
Marv Wick (z’l)
Mauri Willis
Leo & Edith Yakutis
Walter & Joyce Yonka
Larry & Gail Zakem
Bob & Marcy Ziek
Anonymous (6)


