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There was a moment at the Reconstructing 
Judaism convention I attended a few 
months ago where it hit me. Looking 
around at the Shabbat morning service, 
a large conference hall filled with that 
beautiful mix of people all singing and 
smiling (or at least I assume they were 
smiling under their masks), I suddenly 
felt a sense of overwhelming relief. 
There were people who were activists 
and academics. There were rebels and 
artists, religious and secular, friends and 
strangers, all coming together to learn 
and inspire each other to move forward 
with intention and hold on to hope in a 
challenging time. In that moment, I was 
reminded why I was originally attracted 
to the Reconstructionist movement, and 
I knew that, if this was the path that we 
were headed down, and if these were the 
people joining me on this journey, then 
we were going to be ok. Above all, this 
was a community with purpose.

I know that many people in our community 
don't like labels. While some tell me 
that they are “traditional” or religious, 
secular, liberal, or cultural, I think that if 
there is anything that most of us share, it 

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Liz Freedman

It takes a village to accomplish many 
aspects of communal life, including 
security. As we head back into increased 
in-person services (High Holiday planning 
is already underway!) and programming, 
we are refreshing our proactive approach 
towards security. Every member of our 
extended community contributes to 
keeping our members, staff and guests 
safe at Dorshei Emet:

• The Jewish Community, through 
our membership in the Community 
Security Network (CSN), coordinated 
by Federation CJA, provides us 
with advice, expertise and physical 
security measures.

• The Board approves spending 
for that membership and to hire 
security guards.

• The staff, and now some of the key 
participants in Shabbat services, are 
trained in responding to intruder 
scenarios and being alert to 
potential dangers.

Everyone has a role to play in keeping 
DE safe. Do you know YOURS? Experts 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 7 CONTINUES ON PAGE 8

THE COMMUNITY VOICE קול הקהילה



2 /  CO N GRE GAT IO N  DORSHEI  EMET

KOL HA’KEHILAH | SUMMER 2022 • SIVAN - ELUL 5782

Traditions and Transitions

The last few years have been all about 
adapting to new situations and pivoting 
quickly in response to change. It has 
not been easy, but I did my best to rise 
to the challenge, and I think that the 
Dorshei Emet staff has been heroic in 
their efforts. We are all proud of what 
we managed to accomplish.

This year I was thrilled to finally host a 
20-person seder in my home after a 2 
year hiatus. I didn’t complain (as much 
as usual) about the days of cooking; it 
was so nice to have people around the 
table again! Our seder has evolved over 
time. I like to add new readings every 
year to keep things fresh and relevant, 
as was suggested to me years ago by 
Rabbi Ron z”l, and it's something I have 
always enjoyed. This year we included 
an introduction written by Jerry 
Seinfeld, “The Four Children of Star 
Wars”, Dayeinu to remember refugees, 
and “The Heroic and Visionary Women 
of Passover” by Ruth Bader Ginsberg. 
Finding new readings this year led me 
to think about what traditions we keep, 
what we discard and what we tweak 
along the way.

As we transition back to in-person 
events at the shul, we also need to 
reexamine how we have done things 
for years, decide what still works and 
what needs to change. We need to 
be adaptable and open to trying new 
ways of doing things. One request may 
require a bit more from our members 
– we’d love for you to register for 
events, including Shabbat services, in 
advance, in order to have a better idea 
of attendance. RSVP’s have never been 
more important than today when our 
pandemic-related comfort levels vary, 
and planning is complex. We might 
make mistakes, so your patience is 
appreciated. The main thing is to try, 
evaluate and then adjust.

Once again, we are in uncharted 
territory. Still, hopefully, as things 
improve, we will feel that the ground is 
more solid, and we will have a clearer 
path. The office is always open to 
suggestions and constructive (and kind) 
criticism. Dorshei Emet has always had 
a DIY feel, which has not changed. We 
are still, at times, making things up as 
we go along!

Wishing you all a wonderful summer!

Cynthia Weinstein

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AT 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/DORSHEIEMET1
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE  
DORSHEIEMET.COM FOR UPDATED NEWS AND  
PROGRAM CALENDAR
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New Communications Committee Chair 
Lewis Lurie

Despite being a member of Dorshei 
Emet for over 50 years, I haven’t been a 
“regular” there. High Holidays, I’d usually 
go on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, as 
well as for Kol Nidre and Neilah, and 
very occasionally for Shabbat services. I 
haven’t been a total absentee, however. 
In the 1970’s, I was in Social Action-Tikkun 
Olam. I was married by Rabbi Becker in 
1974, and my son became a Bar Mitzvah 
there in 1986. One Shabbat in 1993, 36 
years after my own 1957 Bar Mitzvah, I 
stood on Dorshei’s bimah and chanted 
my original parsha, Vayeshev, along with 
the accompanying Haftarah. Within the 
past 10 or so years, I participated in 
Rabbi Ron’s weekly meditation circle, 
made visits for Gemilut Chasadim, 
and attended sessions of a seniors’ 
discussion group. More recently, pre-
Covid, I partook in lunchtime gatherings 
of The Enlightened Bite, delivered meals 
on Fridays to various congregants, went 
to Purim parties, “discovered” Around 
the World Kabbalat Shabbats, and was a 
contributor to the Photo Club. 

When I read, in the recent quarterly 
edition of Kol Ha’kehilah, that the 
communications chair position was 
open, it presented an opportunity 
to apply some old skills (editing and 
proof-reading) which I used to do as a 
side-line in the 1980’s and 1990’s for a 
mostly university-level clientele. So I am 
going to be putting my photographer’s 
eye and my editor’s aptitude to develop 
some fresh ideas for the quarterly’s 
content (and for the shul’s website and 
its Facebook page). I’ll also be mining 
our diverse, knowledgeable, creative 
membership for suggestions.

Regardless of my sparse attendance 
over the years, there has always been 
that somewhat intangible element in and 
around Dorshei that has kept me there. 

It’s an aspect that is hard to define, but 
something like a quality one might find 
in extended family: a bond that lingers, 
persists, in spite of absence and distance, 
like a welcome-mat that is lying at the 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

W E D N E S D A Y ,  J U N E  2 2 ,  2 0 2 2  @  7 : 0 0 P M

I N V I T E S  Y O U  T O  T H E   

Come celebrate our accomplishments as a community!
Thank our outgoing board members and welcome our new board.

In-person.  Registration required

TCBY will be served.

threshold, greeting you as you return 
from a long journey… an inviting warmth, 
a coziness, a familiarity, welcoming you 
back home.
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Our thriving, exciting New Members’ Committee loves to welcome new Dorshei 
Emet members in different ways. We make welcoming phone calls and we deliver 
thoughtful ‘’loot bags’ to new members. The welcome bags this year consisted of 
a bottle of kosher wine, a Dorshei Emet prayer book and the current Yizkor Book. 
Meeting new folks and learning about them and their families is most rewarding.

We hope that as the pandemic wanes and government guidelines permit, we will 
be able to resume more activities such as our New Members’ Shabbat Dinner and 
Kiddush. These events have been very successful in past years.

We extend an invitation to all members - old and new - to join our committee or any 
other shul committee. Your enthusiasm and creative ideas will be put to good use.

Working with shul members is a great way to make new friends, learn new skills, have 
fun and build our community!

Ellayne Kaplan, Ilana Shiller, Natalie Amar, Marilyn Takefman

Joshua Fichman- Goldberg
Murray Frankel & Joanne Fisher

Tessa Pekeles
Sandy Inguaggiato

Andrea Dodwell
Jesse Simms & Jonathan Assouline

Marylin Wolfe

Jewish Journeys families:
Sarah Rosenhek & Drew Rothman 
Jackie Herman & Michael Gonshor
Dalia Giorgi & Alessandro Ventura

Anabelle Vanier-Clement & Ashley 
Wazana

Newlyweds:
Ariane Smoley & Olivier Pare

Membership Committee Dorshei Emet warmly 
welcomes our 

NEW MEMBERS 5782

Membership
Membership at Dorshei Emet is about joining a family. Online Membership
forms will be emailed to all members at the end of June for 5783. If you
have friends and/or relatives who are interested in becoming part of the
family, please ask them to contact Cynthia Weinstein @ 514-486-9400.
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Brooke Cromar

Children’s Programming 
Committee

Nicole Rissin 
5782 Dorshei Emet Shinshinit

This spring, even with all its ups and downs, we were able to bring back in-person, 
in-synagogue experiences for kids and families! It was such a pleasure to hear the 
laughter of kids and families back in the shul as we hosted a number of exciting 
holiday and Shabbat activities. 

Looking ahead, we will continue to plan fun, safe and creative programs for families 
and kids as we head into the High Holidays. We are also excited to continue to offer 
Shabbat programming that keeps us connected and spiritually grounded. 

Bringing these programs to life is a team effort! We’d love for you to share your ideas 
and talents in designing the children’s program by joining the Children’s Committee! 
Feel free to reach out to us to learn more. 

Wow. What a year. All the things we have 
gone through. All the things that I have 
gone through. How do I even start to 
sum it up? From the holidays away from 
home to seeing the beauty of the city. 
From trying new foods to experiencing 
different ways of practicing prayers. All 
the things I have gone through this year 
are incredible and will stay with me for 
the rest of my life.

I want to say a big thank you to Rabbi 
Boris, Sarah Dolin, Cynthia Weinstein 
and Oria Lissak and to the Dorshei 
Emet community. Even though this year 
was not easy, you still managed to stay 

strong as a community and be united. 
This past year, I was able to participate 
in the children’s programming and the 
Jewish Journeys program. I celebrated 
Chanukah, Purim and Yom Ha’atzmaut 
with you in the synagogue. I got a 
chance to meet many members and had 
a wonderful experience. I’m truly lucky 
to say that for a year, I got to be a part of 
your community. 

Throughout my days in Montreal, I got to 
explore the city and the province. I got to 
go to all sorts of restaurants in the city - 
Mexican, Japanese, Korean, Italian, Israeli, 
Orange Julep and lots more. I got to go 

to all sorts of places like shows at Place des 
Arts, hockey games, concerts at the Bell 
Center, shows at the Segal center, street 
festivals, biking at the Old Port, walking 
around McGill campus and lots more. I 
made new friends and met new people. 
I went hiking up north and skiing at lots 
of mountains. I even got to visit beautiful 
Quebec City. This past year has really 
been life-changing and a mind-opening 
experience. I’m lucky to say that I spent my 
year before the army living in Montreal.

L'hitraot. I hope we will meet again in the 
future.
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Jewish Journeys
@ Dorshei Emet

A Bar or Bat Mitzvah
is more than
 just an event 

-  it is a journey.

Dorshei Emet takes the B’nei Mitzvah process one step 

further with our Jewish Journeys Program.
 

Our interactive approach serves to foster Jewish identity and

build relationships.  We offer a mix of informal learning, youth

group style fun, and family activities. Opportunities for a child

to explore and discover what being Jewish really means.

 

Designed for pre-B’nei Mitzvah girls and boys in grade 6 or 7.

 
Our Program begins after
 the High Holidays 2022.

 
For more information
 or to register contact:

 
Cynthia Weinstein 
executivedirector

@dorshei-emet.org

 - Limited Spots Available -
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RABBI’S MESSAGE, CONTINUES FROM PAGE 1

is the feeling that we don’t fit neatly into 
any box. For some, this sense of being 
outliers is especially strong when it comes 
to saying that we are a Reconstructionist 
community. How can we fully embrace 
this term, when our community is made up 
of such a unique group of individuals and 
is such a standout in a more “traditional” 
city such as Montreal? 

Even Mordecai Kaplan, the founder of 
the Reconstructionist movement, never 
fully liked the idea of calling his vision for 
a renewed Jewish community a separate 
denomination. Kaplan felt that a creative 
and evolving Judaism was simply the 
way that Judaism has always been. By 
labeling it something different, he would 
be making a statement that this kind of 
Judaism was somehow not authentic. He 
wanted people to understand that this 
Judaism was simply Judaism, not a new 
way of reframing an ancient path. 

Kaplan brought into focus the core value 
of being part of a Jewish community, a 
sense of belonging. While we can believe 
and behave Jewishly through ritual, ethics 
and mitzvot, the entirety of Judaism is 
held together by belonging. The stories 
of the Torah and the rituals of our tradition 
root us in a communal past and give us 
the strength to make sense of the world 
we live in now.

Anyone who has found their way into our 
community has probably connected with 
us because they are searching for that 
sense of belonging. Our community, and 
the Reconstructionist movement, exist 
to deeply connect us with tradition, but 
also to openly and proudly wrestle with all 
that we encounter in the world around us. 
We don't shy away from tough questions, 
and we don't tell people there's only one 
way to be Jewish. It might be easier to 
be part of a community where there is 
one acceptable way to behave Jewishly 
and where the rabbi is always right (some 
days I have tried to imagine what this 
might feel like!), yet this would leave out 
the challenges, the blessed challenges, 
of figuring out what it means to call 
ourselves Jews. As a Reconstructionist 
community, we revel in the questioning 
and the journey, and we celebrate the 
diversity of Jewish life.

Dorshei Emet is different from other 
synagogues, and we serve a unique role 
in Montreal and in Canada for the values 
we represent. We celebrate Judaism 
and we celebrate each of our unique life 
stories and ways of seeing the world. This 
is Reconstructionist Judaism at its best. 

Especially during these tough times, when 
we look at what we have accomplished, 
I hope that we can feel a sense of pride 

and, like I felt, a sense of relief knowing 
that everything will be ok. And I hope that 
we can all proudly say, with open arms 
and open hearts, that this is the kind of 
Judaism that will keep our community 
strong into the future. 

KOL HA’KEHILAH | SUMMER 2022 • SIVAN - ELUL 5782

Deadline: June 30, 2022
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for tzedakkah. We talked about her strong connection to Dorshei 
Emet, and she did indeed leave a significant legacy to the shul.

At Hedy’s funeral I was touched – and surprised – to learn about 
her wide range of interests and activities, from her fascination 
with Buddhism to her playing the organ at church every week. 
Her defining smile and pure soprano will always stay with me.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, CONTINUES FROM PAGE 1

advise that keeping dangers out of the 
building is the first line of defense. You 
can strengthen our level of security by 
keeping three simple things in mind:

1. Close the doors behind you. As much 
as we all enjoy the welcoming and inclusive 
nature of our synagogue, one of the main 
security risks in any building is strangers 
slipping in. Our double-doors, cameras 
and buzzer system cannot be effective if 
you allow someone suspicious in behind 
you. You know better than a guard about 
who belongs. It is far better to risk being 
considered rude than to risk the safety of 
the people inside.

2. Be alert. Everyone can help keep the 
synagogue safe by offering an extra pair 
of eyes and “listening to their gut”. If you 
see someone suspicious or an item that 
looks out of place, be an "upstander" 
rather than a bystander. Do not let that 

To describe Hedy Edelstein z”l, I 
would say “gentle, witty, multi-faceted, 
graceful and elegant”...

I met Hedy many decades ago. She 
was a fixture in the Shabbat and holiday 
services, reading Torah in her sweet, 
clear voice, always perfectly. For many 
years she served as Parnass, first on 
her own and later along with her close 
friend Sylvia Mendel z”l. 

When it was Hedy’s turn to leyn, she would often drive in from 
her home up north, appearing exactly one minute before the 
Torah reading began, and approach the bima in a state of total 
calm and reverence - and ace the reading.

Over the years I had the pleasure of experiencing Hedy’s 
gastronomic skills, and always enjoyed her unique sense of 
humour. Though she had been widowed early in her marriage, 
she built a full life with myriad interests and a very diverse circle 
of friends.

It came as a terrible shock when she phoned one day to explain 
that she was very ill, asking me if I had could suggest opportunities 
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Remembering Hedy Edelstein
By Howard Berger
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person gain access to the shul and inform 
the office, a parnass, a Board member, 
the Rabbi or security guard. We will also 
be posting the CSN hotline number 
around the building. Potential intruders 
do, in fact, get deterred when they feel 
like everyone is vigilant.

3. Follow the protocols. As we implement 
the CSN protocols developed for DE, we 
will be increasing the number of people 
being trained. Please be respectful of 
the rules regarding entering the building 
and attending events. In the event of an 
actual intrusion, remain calm and listen to 
instructions. Being able to act quickly can 
be important. 

We want more member volunteers trained 
at various levels. You don’t need to be 
willing to physically take on an intruder; 
your contribution can be standing outside 

the door and identifying someone who 
is out of place or directing people in or 
out of the building in an emergency. The 
more members who have this knowledge, 
the better. If you would like a role or to 
receive training, please contact David 
Hill, Executive Vice President, who will 
coordinate with the CSN. 

Please help us build a security culture 
and keep everyone even safer at 
Dorshei Emet: Close the Door. Be Alert. 
Follow the Rules.
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Clergy:
Rabbi Boris Dolin 
rabbiboris@dorshei-emet.org
(514) 486-9400 x 104

Staff:
Cynthia Weinstein, Executive Director
executivedirector@dorshei-emet.org
(514) 486-9400 x 103

Davina Shapiro, Office Administrator
admin@dorshei-emet.org
(514) 486-9400 x 101

Oria Lissak, Program Director
programdirector@dorshei-emet.org
(514) 486-9400 x 114

Linda Axler, Bookkeeper
linda@dorshei-emet.org
(514) 486-9400 x 107

Officers:
President  Liz Freedman
president@dorshei-emet.org
1st Vice President  
Executive Vice President  David Hill
2nd Vice President  Nadav Aigen
Treasurer  Howard Ellner
Secretary  Natalie Amar
Head Parnass  Jodi Lackman

Board Members:
Hernan Ciecha
Aviva Fuchs
Miki Harrar
Nora Kelner
Jesse Lehrman
Andrea Majnemer
Susan Pinker
Diane Sasson
Ilana Shiller 
Eric Shostak
Marilyn Takefman

Committees:
Finance Committee: 
Chair – Howard Ellner
Budget Subcommittee: 
Chair – Howard Ellner
Fundraising Committee: Open
Yizkor Book Subcommittee: 
Chair – Bernie Weinstein
House & Maintenance Committee: 
Chair – David Hill
Gardening Subcommittee: 
Co-chairs – Ellen Shalinsky & Marilyn Takefman
Security Subcommittee: 
Chair – David Hill
Minhag Committee: 
Chair – Jodi Lackman
Communications Committee: 
Chair – Lewis Lurie
Human Resources Committee: 
Chair – David Hill
Cemetery Committee:
Chair – Howard Berger
Nominating Committee: 
Chair – Elana Cooperberg
Social Justice Committee/Tikkun Olam: 
Chair – Susan Stock
Empty Bowls: 
Chair – Sarah Dolin
Membership Committee: 
Chair – Marilyn Takefman
Gemilut Hasadim Subcommittee: 
Chair – Toby Shainbaum-Pollak
Kumsitz Subcommittee: 
Chair – Terrye Perlman
Yahrzeit Subcommittee: 
Chair – Ellayne Kaplan
Programming Committee: Open
Children’s Programming Subcommittee: 
Chair – Brooke Cromar
Adult Education Subcommittee: Open
Indigenous Chevruta: 
Co-chairs – Diane Sasson & Ronit Yarosky
Speaker’s Series: Open 

Please feel free to contact Cynthia Weinstein, Executive Director to  
learn about the many opportunities in our dynamic committees.  
executivedirector@dorshei-emet.org or (514) 486-9400.
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Conceived in 2020, the Response and 
Renewal Survey was circulated to all adult 
members of Dorshei Emet in January 2021. 
Responses to the various questions, as well 
as the additional two hundred comments 
provided by many of you, were illuminating. 
The results have been presented to the 
membership in a variety of formats, including 
articles in Kol Ha’Kehilah newsletters (Spring, 
Summer and Fall 2021) and at the Annual 
General Meeting in June 2021.

Over the past year, the Board of Directors has 
taken your suggestions very seriously. Your 
responses expressed a clear message indicating 
the need for increased activity and involvement.

Following the analysis of the survey results, 
a number of parlour meetings took place 
during which participants were encouraged 
to brainstorm creatively, sharing their ideas in 
an open forum. Board members answered the 
call to take on oversight of specific initiatives 
to ensure their follow-though.

The results of this process are tangible, 
especially in the following identified areas: 

1) a revamped Children’s Programming 
Committee, which organized several 
successful events even under pandemic 
restrictions, including High Holidays, apple 
picking, Sukkot picnic, Holy Hike and a 
Chanukah Party & Candle Lighting attended 
by almost 100 people;

2) a re-energized Social Justice Committee 
which is currently working on initiatives such 
as Ukrainian relief and greening our shul;

3) enhancement of participation in other 
committees, such as Finance and Membership, 
along with refreshing the way committees are 
structured in order to improve communication, 
reporting, budgeting and interaction with the 
staff; and 

4) new courses to meet the needs of 
interfaith couples and families, along with 
our active participation in Spark: Montreal, 
a 6-month training fellowship to assist us in 
engaging this demographic by using design 
thinking methods. 

One last identified priority - socializing 
opportunities - will have to wait until the 
pandemic relents. 

If you are interested in becoming actively 
engaged as a volunteer at Dorshei Emet, 
please contact the committee chairs 
listed in this issue or Cynthia Weinstein at 
executivedirector@dorshei-emet.org. 

Once again, we would like to thank all of 
you who took the time to respond to the 
survey. While we see the initial survey process 
as wrapping up, the work of community 
engagement remains a vital part of our 
on-going mission. 

Elana Cooperberg

Liz Freedman
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Since last fall, Dorshei Emet’s Social 
Justice Committee (SJC) has been 
planning a variety of activities, 
including encouraging protest against 
Bill 96, developing an environmental 
project for “greening” the synagogue, 
and coordinating support for Le 
Dépôt, one of west-end Montreal’s 
food security agencies. In addition, 
members of the SJC have been 
exploring ways of expressing support 
for local health-care workers. 

Another new initiative, “My Green 
Life”, is being launched to inform 
DE members about integrating 
environmental concerns into our daily 
lives. This project is actively seeking 
volunteers to compile resource 
material and organize presentations on 
specific environmental topics and the 
concrete actions each of us can take, 
for example, how to choose an electric 
car, how to improve home energy use, 
what environmental issues to look for 
when house-hunting, fast fashion vs. 
sustainable wardrobes, recycling issues, 
and more. If you are interested in 
helping us all live a more eco-friendly life 
by participating in this project, please 
contact Susan Stock.

As well, a subcommittee has been 
formed to provide support to the 
victims of the war in the Ukraine. In 
the meantime, many other endeavours 
relating to social justice remain to be 
developed. If you believe in tikkun 
olam and are prepared to give time and 
effort to some very worthy causes, there 
is a place for you in the Social Justice 
Committee. Please contact Susan Stock, 
SJC Chair, at sstock@bell.net.

The Dorshei Emet Ukraine Support Working Group was formed in response to the 
war in Ukraine. It has 10 members and focuses on 3 main activities:

1.  Fundraising for humanitarian aid in Ukraine and in the surrounding countries 
to which Ukrainians have fled the war, in partnership with the Canada-Ukraine 
Foundation. Between April 11 and April 26, 2022, the Dorshei Emet Ukraine Support 
Fund raised $3,152. We are continuing to collect funds and hope to donate at least 
$10,000. Please donate by clicking on the donate link on the Dorshei Emet website, 
scrolling through the list of funds, and selecting Ukraine Support Fund. Tax receipts 
for charitable donations will be issued by Dorshei Emet. 

2.  Assisting Jewish and non-Jewish Ukrainians fleeing the war who have arrived in 
Montreal, in partnership with Federation CJA’s Ometz and with the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Task Force to Welcome and Integrate Newcomers from 
Ukraine. The Working Group is identifying Ukrainian newcomer needs and will 
solicit DE members to try to meet these needs. In response to Ometz’ requests, 
we have already arranged for dental services for newly arrived Ukrainians. We have 
had requests for housing. Please advise us if you know of access to housing. Check 
updates in DE weekly announcements for what the most recent needs are.

3.  Advocacy to provincial and federal government for improved services for newly 
arriving Ukrainians. In collaboration with our partners and other organisations 
assisting refugees, we are identifying issues requiring advocacy. For example, we 
will be soliciting the Quebec government to not charge international tuition fees 
to newly arriving Ukrainian students, as it has proposed to do.

If you would like to join the working group or help in other ways, contact Susan Stock.

Susan Stock and Ellayne Kaplan Susan Stock

Social Justice 
Committee

Ukraine Support 
Working Group
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Cynthia Weinstein,
Executive Director

The New Horizons for Seniors Program 
(NHSP) is a Canadian federal grants 
and contributions program. It provides 
funding for projects that make a 
difference in the lives of seniors and in 
their communities. “Seniors” is defined in 
this program as people age 50 and over. 

This is the second year that Oria and 
I successfully applied for this grant. 
We submitted a comprehensive grant 
application including proposed budgets 
and timelines, and a wonderful letter 
of support from Federation CJA. This 
year we were much more ambitious 
and requested a larger sum for a more 
comprehensive program. 

The objective of the second year of 
Sages of All Ages program is to fill some 
of the gaps and provide seniors with 
regular and varied programming for both 
physical and mental wellbeing. As the 
COVID situation and weather improve, 
we are planning to add in-person 
indoor and outdoor programming to 
continue to serve this community. We 
will support healthy aging through 
both physical and intellectual programs 
including creative art programs, music 
therapy, cooking classes and discussions 
with a nutritionist, low impact exercise 
classes, and stimulating discussions with 
historians, as well as outdoor and indoor 
concerts and events. Our goals include 
fostering community amongst seniors 
and improving the mental and physical 
state of English-speaking seniors

We look forward to offering an exciting 
array of programs in the coming year. 
Look for the Sages of all Ages logo!

M O D E R N O
F U R N I T U R E

Check out Jlive

and Dorshei

events now!

www.jlive.app

DORSHEI EMET
EVENTS   ARE NOW ON

The #1 Jewish events
platform connecting
Jewish people across
Montreal!

Create personalized profiles
Follow friends
Easy & fast check-out
Stay updated on events
happening in your area
& more!

Follow Jlive!
@jlivemontreal
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Dorshei Emet

The Ner Tamid that hangs in our 
sanctuary was commissioned by Lavy 
Becker and was a gift to Dorshei Emet 
from Mitzi and Hillel Becker in 1967. It 
was made by Ludwig Wolpert, a well-
known silversmith who headed the 
Tobah Pasche Workshop at the Jewish 
Museum in New York. Lavy Becker lent 
the Ner Tamid to the Jewish Pavilion for 
Expo 67.

Memories of Expo 67’s Pavilion of 
Judaism

There wasn’t supposed to be a Pavilion 
of Judaism at Expo 67. The exposition’s 
commissioner general, Pierre Dupuy, 
had wanted to showcase all religions in a 
single pavilion which would underscore 
the “common unifying force of world 
religions,” as described in Gary R. 
Miedema’s book, “For Canada’s Sake”. 

Dupuy’s idea didn’t come to pass and, 
upon hearing of plans for a Christian 
Pavilion, Rabbi Wilfred Shuchat z’’l of the 
Shaar Hashomayim took the initiative of 
creating a Jewish presence. 

He first approached the Israel Pavilion’s 
planners in hopes of incorporating a 
synagogue there. When his request 
was refused, he turned to the local 
Jewish community. With the financial 
backing of both Sam Steinberg and 
Sam Bronfman, plans for a Pavilion of 
Judaism were quickly approved by the 
Expo’s organizers and the Canadian 
Jewish Congress. 

This pavilion marked the second official 
Jewish presence at a worldwide expo 
and the first since Chicago’s World Fair 
in 1933.

Earnest work on the Pavilion, designed 
by architect Harry Stillman, began in 
1966. The organizers chose two verses 
from the Mishna (an ancient codex of 
Jewish law), tractate Pirke Avot (Ethics of 
our Fathers), as the guiding framework 

to complement Expo 67’s theme of Man 
and his World. 

The committee worked closely with the 
Israel Pavilion in order to avoid content 
overlap and sought to present Judaism as 
having a universal message. 

The Pavilion ultimately included a 
working synagogue, but the biggest draw 
was a reproduction of the ancient Temple 
in Jerusalem (sources differ on which 
Temple it was).

In addition, the Pavilion included a 
modest Holocaust memorial, one of the 
earliest in North America. Otto Frank 
lent several pages of his daughter Anne’s 
famous diary to the Pavilion.

The Pavilion of Judaism was not 
without its critics. A writer in the Jewish 
Spectator complained it failed to show 
the “grandeur” of Jewish thought and 
accomplishments. However, the Pavilion 
was considered a great success for both 
the Jews of Montreal and of Canada. 

Throughout the six-month exhibition 
several hundreds of thousands of people 
visited, including Cardinal Léger, whose 
visit was considered a highlight and 

represented the recent strengthening of 
ties between Jews and French-Canadians. 

After the end of Expo 67, the Pavilion 
remained open at the behest of Mayor 
Jean Drapeau for another two years.

The Pavilion of Judaism stands as a symbol 
of what could be considered the pinnacle 
of the Montreal Jewish community, which 
was now firmly entrenched in the middle-
class but had yet to live through the 
political tensions of the 1970s. 

By creating an independent pavilion on par 
with the Christian Pavilion, the Montreal 
Jewish community demonstrated a sense 
of openness, confidence, and unity.

Source : imjm.ca 
Written by Pascale Greenfield
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SUMMER EVENTS
@ DORSHEI EMET

Jewish Journeys info night - 7 pm
The Ruth Richler Memorial Lecture - 7:30 pm
Shavuot
First Aid for Seniors with Dr. Mitch Shulman  
in-person - 4 pm
Walking tour focusing on the history of union 
organizing in Montreal's garment industry and 
Lea Roback. - 10 am
A paper quilling art project with Andrea Elbaz 
in-person - 7 pm
Annual General Meeting - 7 pm

Kabbalat Shabbat Around The World: Ukraine 
- 6:30 pm
Erev Rosh Hashanah
Rosh Hashanah

Erev Yom Kippur
Yom Kippur

1
2

4-6
15

16

21

22

16

25
26-27

4
5

JUNE

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

sing-a-long evening with Nick Burgess in-person - 7 pm

Tisha B’av

7

7

JULY

AUGUST

Dates are subject to change, and more events may 
be added. Please check our Weekly Announcements, 
Facebook page or Website for updates. 

*

DONOR RECOGNITION
5782 (January 22 - April 30, 2022)

GENERAL FUND
Anna Barber, in memory of Rhoda Angel z”l, Heather Drazner z”l, 
Stanley Cohen z”l & Milton Winston z”l
Sandra Lewis, in appreciation of all the excellent programming
Lois Lieff, wishing a Refuah Shlema to Terrye Perlman 
Georgette Pardo
Terrye & Irv Perlman, on the occasion of Irwin Kuzmarov’s birthday
Hilton Schwartz
Ellen Shalinsky, in memory of Bill Gourley z”l
Laura Yaros & Elizabeth Blackmore, in appreciation of everyone in 
the DE community who supported them during Laura’s recent illness 

KIDDUSH FUND
The Fish family, in honour of the Dorshei family
Peggi & Mark Rabinovitch
Sharron Schwartz & Syd Stepner, in appreciation of the 
wonderful Welcome Home Shabbat and kiddush
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Moshe Ron z”l, dear brother 
& brother-in-law of Elana and Jon Levy
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Eva Hill z”l
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Michael Yarosky z”l
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Herschel Leonard Takefman 

z”l, dear father of Marilyn Takefman
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Eva Mintz Gold z”l, dear 
mother of Sheila Greenberg 
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Esther Yaros z”l
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Joseph Blumstein z”l, father 
& father-in-law of Sharon & Michael Bond
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Stanley Backman z”l
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Alex Cohen z”l, dear father 
of Peggi Cohen Rabinovitch
Bernie & Sandy Weinstein, to mark the yahrzeit of Bertha 
Weinstein z”l, mother and Bubboo

MEIR IFERGAN B’NEI MITZVAH FUND
Audrey & Mark Berner, in memory of Libia Kermenetzky Lerman z”l
Kayla Elman, in appreciation of Cynthia Weinstein and Rabbi Boris 
Lia Freedman & Avrum Warshawsky, in honour of Ethan 
Hooper becoming Bar Mitzvah
Marilyn Takefman, to mark the yahrzeit of her father, Herschel 
Takefman z”l
Naomi Lapin & Jeffrey Rother, on the occasion of the wedding 
of Marilyn Takefman & Teddy Goloff
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RABBI RON MEMORIAL FUND
Carmela Aigen, in honour of the birth of Audrey & Mark Berner’s 
grandson Idan
Carmela Aigen, in honour of the engagement of Peggy Cohen & 
Mark Rabinovitch’s son, Robert to Tami
Carmela Aigen, in appreciation of Liz Freedman
Carmela Aigen, in appreciation of Linda, Davina, Cynthia & Oria - 
thanking them for all they do for holding our community together
Carmela Aigen, in honour of Elaine & Archie Fineberg’s grandson 
Ben’s Bar Mitzvah
Carmela Aigen, in memory of Libia Kermenetzky Lerman z”l
Anna Barber, in memory of her mother Erika Barber z”l, on the 
occasion of her 25th yahrzeit
Judith Nemes Black & Dragan Svarc

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Carmela Aigen, wishing Chag Sameach to Rabbi Boris and family
Terry Ades & David Brown, in memory of Myron Echenberg z”l
Judith Bilefsky, in appreciation of Rabbi Boris Dolin
Florent Cohen, in honour of Rabbi Boris Dolin
Eva Echenberg, in appreciation of Rabbi Boris for helping to plan 
and officiate at the Zoom funeral service for Myron Echenberg in 
Mexico. It was very meaningful to both family and friends.
Shainy Haim, in memory of Libia Kremenetzky Lerman z”l, mother 
& mother-in-law of Rosana & Eric Caplan
Marcia Kovitz, in appreciation of Rabbi Boris Dolin
Judith Nemes Black & Dragan Svarc, in appreciation of Rabbi Boris
Celina Segal & Barry Lazar, in appreciation of Rabbi Boris 
Carole Shiller, on the occasion of Ilana Shiller’s birthday
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in appreciation of the renewal of Rabbi 
Boris’ contract
Lise Winer, in appreciation of Rabbi Boris's re-appointment

TZEDAKA FUND
Lois Lieff, in memory of Libia Kremenetzky Lerman z”l, mother & 
mother-in-law of Rosana & Eric Caplan

YOUTH & CHILDREN PROGRAMMING FUND
Carmela Aigen, in honour of the engagement of Peggy Cohen & 
Mark Rabinovitch’s son, Robert to Tami
Sharron Schwartz & Syd Stepner, wishing Mazel Tov 
grandparents Audrey and Mark Berner and great grandmother 
Lila Wolfe-Druckman as the family welcomes Idan Yosef 
Cynthia Weinstein & Aviv Laor, in memory of Libia Kremenetzky 
Lerman z”l, mother & mother-in law of Rosana & Eric Caplan

PROGRAMMING FUND
Fran Avni, in appreciation of Oria Lissak
Anna Barber, in appreciation of Oria Lissak and the wonderful programs
Carole Blank, in appreciation of all the programs
Eleanor Bonder
Janet & Hershey Dwoskin, in recognition of the excellent 
programs offered online during the pandemic
Rena Entus, in appreciation of program director, Oria Lissak
Naira Lissak
Oria Lissak & Cynthia Weinstein, in honour of Gustavo Turecki 
Judith Nemes Black & Dragan Svarc, in appreciation of Oria, 
Cynthia & the team
Judith Nemes Black & Dragan Svarc, in appreciation of Oria, 
Cynthia & the Programming committee 
Gloria Pascal
Margaret Ronis, in appreciation of the fabulous Jewish Paris tours
Sharron Schwartz & Syd Stepner, in memory of Libia Kremenetzky 
Lerman z”l, mother & mother-in-law of Rosana & Eric Caplan
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Adele Bronson z”l, dear 
mother of Deena Roskies 
Norma Wasserman, in appreciation of Oria Lissak

Lynne Williams, in appreciation of Oria Lissak and the wonderful 
programs she organizes
Cynthia Weinstein & Oria Lissak, in appreciation of Joelle 
Dayan, Erika Tencer, Noah Mandelker & Ian Segal

SIDDUR FUND
Carmela Aigen, on occasion of Yolande Martel’s 70th birthday

SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND
Anna Barber, in memory of Myron Echenberg z”l
Eleanor Bonder
Marilyn & Neil Caplan
Yolande Martel
Susan Pinker & Martin Boodman, in memory of Myron 
Echenberg z”l
Carolyn Pinsky, David & John to wish Chag Sameach and Happy 
Passover to Barry Lazar & Celina Segal
Rita & Joseph Schulman, in memory of Myron Echenberg z”l
Isaac Shiroky, on the occasion of his special milestone 100th birthday
Cynthia Weinstein & Aviv Laor
Lise Winer, in memory of Myron Echenberg z”l

UKRAINIAN SUPPORT FUND
Yael Acre & Chris Hosein, in memory of Leila z”l & Steve Acre z”l
Debbie Carroll
Laura Guerschanik & Gustavo Tureki
Judy Kenigsberg
Lois Lieff
Valerie & William Lipnick, to mark the yahrzeit of Anne Lipnick z”l
Ila Novak
Gloria Pascal
Susan Pinker & Martin Boodman, in memory of Susan’s father, 
Harry Pinker z”l & Martin’s parents, Goldie z”l & Charlie Boodman z”l
Lori Rabinovitch & Paul Horowitz
Vivian Saginur, in honour of Luc Carbonneau on his birthday
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Marvin z”l & Lyon Shiller z”l
Carmela Aigen, in memory of Myron Echenberg z”l

BARRY FRANK MEMORIAL FUND
Anna Barber, in memory of Barry Frank z”l
Barbara Szeicz & Avi Gomberg, in memory of Libia Kremenetzky 
Lerman z”l, mother & mother-in-law of Rosana & Eric Caplan

MEMORIAL FUND
Lois Lieff, to mark the yahrzeit of her beloved father, Honourable 
Abraham H. Lieff z”l

GEMILUT HASADIM FUND
Linda & Harvey August, in honour of Oria Lissak for organizing 
such a wide variety of interesting programs!
Marilyn Takefman & Teddy Goloff, in honour of Reuben Croll's 
special Birthday
Marilyn Takefman & Teddy Goloff, in memory of Libia 
Kremenetzky Lerman, mother and mother-in-law and grandmother 
of Rosana, Eric, Maya & Avi Caplan 

LAVY BECKER FUND
Sylviane Borenstein

Donations are also welcome to:
ISADORE AND SARAH GOLDSTEIN FUND
MACHZOR FUND
MANNY BACH TORAH FUND
MINYAN FUND
SIMCHA FUND
TIKKUN OLAM FUND

The deadline for the Donations page for the fall newsletter  
is July 15, 2022.
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Membership
Membership at Dorshei Emet is about joining a family. Online Membership
forms will be emailed to all members at the end of June for 5783. If you
have friends and/or relatives who are interested in becoming part of the
family, please ask them to contact Cynthia Weinstein @ 514-486-9400.


