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THE KING OF  
THE SEASON
Rabbi Boris Dolin
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Like many Canadians, I watched with 
somewhat detached curiosity as the king 
of England, Charles III, was crowned this 
past May. Always a fan of fancy rituals, 
I appreciated the costumes and the 
music, and found a genuine power in 
the formality of the entire affair. From 
the speeches to the parades and the 
beautiful music, there was more than 
enough pomp and circumstance to last 
me for weeks.

And being a rabbi, I couldn't help but 
make connections with this important 
event and Jewish tradition. While 
humility and simplicity may be a core 
value of Judaism, spectacle, pageantry, 
and of course the very concept of king 
are also important to Jewish life and 
ritual. We can start with the Temple in 
Jerusalem, whose beauty, architecture 
and size was meant to inspire awe. 
Or there was the royal clothing of the 
kohen gadol, the high priest who wore 
a sash made of “gold, the blue, purple, 
and crimson yarns, and the fine linen” 
(Shemot 28:4- 5). Our ancestors even 
loved a good parade, as the mishnah 
describes the ritual of the bikkurim, the 

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Ellayne Kaplan

I am very grateful to have the opportunity 
to serve this congregation – again. I 
have been a member of Dorshei Emet 
since 1976 and acted as President from 
1999-2001. Belonging here has been 
an integral part of my adult life, and a 
profound experience for my husband, 
our children and our late parents.

When I became president in 1999, Dorshei 
Emet was facing unique challenges 
including a burgeoning membership 
and a crumbling building. Going into the 
two-year commitment, I never expected 
it to end with a major capital campaign 
and a unanimous decision to build 
this synagogue; two years saw many 
changes. Today, we are facing a smaller 
membership, for a multiplicity of reasons, 
and a building that seems to need more 
and more attention.

During the recent graduation ceremony 
of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
College, President Rabbi Deborah 
Waxman talked about “being open to 
the inevitability of change”. During one 
of my first speeches as president, twenty-
four years ago, I read this quote from 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 6 CONTINUES ON PAGE 10

THE COMMUNITY VOICE קול הקהילה
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The news that a Florida school was 
banning the poem “The Hill We Climb,” 
recited by Amanda Gorman at President 
Biden's inauguration in 2021, reminded 
me of these lines in the poem: 

Somehow we've weathered and 
witnessed

a nation that isn't broken,

but simply unfinished.

This idea of a broken world has been 
repeated in the past several years. 
Still, I prefer to look at things more 
optimistically, as outlined in the poem. 
If you have experienced a household 
appliance break in the last decade, you 
know that repair is often much more 
expensive than replacement. Broken is 
often a dead end.

Looking at an issue as unfinished instead 
of broken aligns with my role as Executive 
Director and with how I approach my 
personal life. I like to consider the Jewish 
tradition of tikkun olam, repairing the 
world, which emphasizes the action of 
making things better, not getting stuck 
on the diagnosis of every detail that is 
not perfect. 

Many issues at Dorshei Emet still need 
to be finished, systems need to be put 
in place, policies should be adopted, 
improvements are required. It is easy to 
be overwhelmed by the to-do list. We 
are NOT broken, but change takes time 
and progress is often achieved slowly. 
I am the first to admit that I can get 
frustrated at the pace.

I have a sign in my office that says, 
“A goal without a plan is just a wish.” 
Making those plans is where I come 
in. I enjoy the planning process and 
the implementation. Developing and 
managing these plans is my small part 
of repairing and improving what is 
unfinished here at the shul.

I am ambitious both for myself and for 
Dorshei Emet. Getting mired in the 
paralysis of brokenness is a trap. The 
declining membership of some shuls in 
Montreal and even North America does 
not temper my vision for Dorshei. Some 
shuls are thriving, and that should be 
us. The opportunity is to refrain from 
attempting to copy successful shuls and 
not to simply market what we currently 
have. The path requires us to critically 
evaluate what we are doing, define 
our goals and implement dynamic and 
exciting plans that meet the needs of 
the Montreal community today. It takes 
courage and discipline to examine 
yourself through a critical lens; it’s not 
always easy to see yourself clearly. 

The hill we climb at Dorshei is to continue 
to repair the world, our world. Contact 
me to discuss how you can be part of 
the process this year. The members of 
Dorshei Emet and our connection are 
the secret weapons!

On behalf of my family and the Dorshei 
Emet staff, I wish you all a Shana Tova. 
My wish is that 5784 is the year when 
we move together past brokenness and 
into the joy of repair.

Executive Director, Cynthia Weinstein
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Once again this year, all services will be live and in-house, 
with streaming available for those who are unable to attend 
in person.

Lucky us! - many of our talented members have volunteered 
to lead parts of the service with familiar nigunim. Under the 
leadership of Joseph Glaser, our choir will sing on Erev Yom 
Kippur, with one of our own members chanting Kol Nidre. 
Children's Programs are being planned and will cater to 
different age groups, and Rabbi Boris will be able to spend 
some quality time with the children.

High Holy Days Committee Chair, Howard Berger

High Holy Days
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As always, High Holiday tickets are included with your 
membership. If you would like to discuss your membership 
arrangements please contact Cynthia Weinstein, Executive 
Director. All arrangements should be made by September 5. 
We would love for you to invite guests and share the Dorshei 
experience. In person passes and livestream links are available. 
Please see the guest pass flyer flyer for details.

Many thanks to our devoted committee members and 
volunteers - we all look forward to experiencing the High Holy 
Days with our Dorshei Emet family!
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Mazal tov to Miriam Roland, on receiving 
the Presidential Recognition Award at 
the recent graduation ceremony of the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College. 
The award is presented to an individual 
who has devoted their life to advancing 
Reconstructionist Judaism.  Pictured 
with Miriam is Rabbi Deborah Waxman, 
president of Reconstructing Judaism.
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Sabtuan – Community - ᓵᐳᐦᑐᐙᓐ
Scholar-in-Residence Weekend

September 30: National Day for Truth and Reconciliation

September 30 Honours survivors of residential schools, those children who never 
returned home and their families and communities. At Dorshei Emet, we will be 
marking the day with a Scholar-in-Residence Weekend coinciding this year with 

the celebration of Sukkot. Our guest is Don Nicholls, Director of the Cree Nation 
Government Department of Justice and Correctional Services. 

Please join us! And consider wearing an Orange T-Shirt!

Shabbat, September 30:
	 •	 D’var Torah (during the morning’s Sukkoth service): “Community  
		  and our Relationship to the Land”. We will learn about the Cree  
		  community and its connection to the land.

	 •	 Kiddush in the Sukkah

	 •	 2 – 4 PM (Adult programming): “Collective Rights, Values and  
		  Culture”. Don will discuss some of the issues that led to the  
		  Truth and Reconciliation Commission, as well as the different  
		  paths Indigenous communities are taking towards renewal, self- 
		  determination, and forgiveness.

Sunday, October 1:
	 •	 11 AM – 1 PM (Jewish Journeys, upcoming and recent b’nei  
		  mitzvot): “Joining the Adult Community”. Our teens will learn  
		  about Cree coming-of-age ceremonies and will have the  
		  opportunity to eat traditional ceremonial foods (vegetarian).

Don Nicholls comes to us from the 
Cree community of Mistissini where he 
lives and serves his nation as a lawyer, 
author, educator and entrepreneur. Don 
has represented Indigenous concerns 
at many international conferences, 
including his recent attendance at the 
United Nation’s General Assembly 
during the passing of the Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Don holds a Bachelor of Arts in Economics from UWO, a 
Bachelor of Laws from U of T, a Bachelor of Civil Law from 
McGill, and a Master of Laws from the University of Arizona 
James E. Rogers College of Law. Over the years, Don has 
taught treaty law and Indigenous rights at several American 
universities. He has lectured at McGill and has represented 
Indigenous interests around the world.

Lisa Byer de Wever has served as the minister for
Kahnawake United Church and is currently the Executive
Director of Saint Columba House in Pointe-Saint-Charles. She
is co-chair of the local chapter of Kairos and has been a social
justice advocate for as long as she can remember.

Tom Dearhouse has a background in aboriginal social work
from Carleton University in Ottawa, has diverse work
experience - journalist, firefighter, ambulance technician,
band council chief and support counselor, focusing on using
First Nations methods in counseling and healing, and
incorporating teachings into daily life. 

Workshop One explores why land acknowledgements deserve
thoughtful, intentional and personal consideration. It will look at the
historical significance of the traditional lands upon which Dorshei Emet is
situated, why land acknowledgements are important both individually
and in relation to Indigenous Peoples, and where they can fall short.

Two-part Workshop on Land Acknowledgements
led by Lisa Byer de Wever and Tom Dearhouse

Thursday   December  9   7:30 PM  on Zoom

 For Members only - To register for this Zoom event, and for 
more information, please email DE.Indigenous@gmail.com

Workshop Two will take place in the new year.
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RABBI’S MESSAGE, CONTINUES FROM PAGE 1

giving of the first fruits: “An ox would go 
in front of them, his horns bedecked with 
gold and with an olive-crown on its head. 
The flute would play before them until 
they would draw close to Jerusalem” 
(Mishnah Bikkurim 3:3).

While the Temple may be gone and the 
parades are no more, the royalty of our 
faith holds strong especially as we enter 
the High Holiday season. The theme of 
kingship in a very real way commands 
this time of year, appearing in the liturgy 
and taking a key role in the spiritual 
themes of the holidays. From the Rosh 
Hashanah services of Malchuyot, to the 
haunting melody of Avinu Malkeinu, no 
matter what our theology may be, we are 
confronted again and again with the idea 
of kingship, power and faith. 

The challenge and the blessing is that the 
“melech ha’olam”, the heavenly king, has 

no physical or earthly representation, and 
we can only know this power through our 
experience of the world and our spiritual 
lives. Yet it is on Rosh Hashanah, the start 
of the High Holiday season, that we are 
said to crown God as king, to celebrate 
with our own coronation and veneration. 
We sing, we offer speeches and we 
honor the holiness of the community and 
each other. 

I am a proud Reconstructionist and I don’t 
believe in a supernatural God beyond 
me who controls my life as a king would 
Moreover, the very gendered notion of 
this power is quite problematic. Yet I am 
willing to see the compelling symbolism 
of this grand idea. We celebrate kingship 
by honoring the powers beyond us and 
holding on to the mystery of our lives 
and we celebrate the beauty of our world 
through the experience of communal 
gathering. We accept the powers of 

our existence that we can’t control: the 
science of the cosmos, the weather, 
the environment and the strength and 
the fragility of our physical bodies. No 
political or earthly power can ever control 
the fullness of our existence in this way 
and, whatever we may choose to call it, 
this power deserves some respect.

In difficult times such as ours, we need a 
powerful and humble reminder that we 
do not control everything in our world. 
For our spiritual coronation season, we 
don’t need any fancy clothes or long 
parades. We simply need to renew our 
commitment to living ethical lives, to 
fixing the brokenness in ourselves and 
the world, and to honour the reality that 
there will always be a mystery beyond us, 
always things we cannot control. King or 
not, that itself is a reminder we all need 
during this holiday season. 
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This year, right after Passover, I lost one of my closest friends 
of many years. I first met Suzie when I was 14 years old and we 
had been friends since then. Though we didn’t live in the same 
place, we had been in contact constantly, even before Facebook 
and emails. Suzie would write long letters, always starting with 
B’H in the top corner of the first page and ending with rows 
and rows of X’s and O’s on the last page. In between, she would 
provide limitless minutiae, brightening my day. 

Suzie was the first of my friends to pass away, and it has made 
me feel vulnerable. By honouring her in the Dorshei Emet 
Yizkor Book, along with our parents and relatives, my wife 
Sandy and I have made the 5784 edition especially personal 
and meaningful.

This year, 88 members submitted 485 names to be honoured 
in the Yizkor Book. Overall, we raised about $6,500 for the 
Cemetery Fund, giving us a total to date of over $35,000. The 
Cemetery Committee is still looking at ways to beautify and 
improve our cemetery using these funds.

A few years ago, we launched the Dorshei Emet Memory Book, 
found on our website. We now have 40 memories on the site 
and, every time I look at the entries, including the three that 
I have submitted, a tear comes to my eye. I plan to upload a 
story about Suzie, and I encourage all of you to take a look at 
the site. If you have submitted names to be honoured this year, 
why not add their stories to the Memory Book? 

YIZKOR BOOK
Yizkor Book Committee Chair, 
Bernie Weinstein
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Dorshei Emet's
Writing Wall

The Writing Wall, a new addition to our website, is in 
development. Inspired by your Communications Chair, 
Lewis Lurie, and conceived by our Executive Director, 
Cynthia Weinstein, this will be an opportunity for writers 
among us - those already established and those aspiring 
- to “show their stuff”. You are all encouraged to submit 
your literary creations - fiction, fantasy or factual, friendly 
or fearsome (poetry, as well as free verse) - to be posted 
on The Writing Wall in the “Events and Programs” section 
of the shul’s website. The creations will then be available 
to be perused, contemplated, discussed, and enjoyed 
by the Dorshei Emet membership and beyond. Themes 
and subject matter should be Judaism-related and should 
have a yiddishkayt flavour, for example, Dorshei memories, 
Reconstructionism, life-cycle events at the synagogue 
and in the wider community, Israel (cultural and historical 
rather than political), in addition to general religious and 
spiritual musings. 

Needless to say, this is a family- and child-friendly site, 
rated “G”! Posting will only be open to Dorshei members 
though the website is accessible to the public-at-large. 
This being a Reconstructionist synagogue, editorial 
guidelines are quite fluid and flexible. Therefore, chances 
are very good that your offering will be accepted. There 
is a limit of two submissions per member annually, with 
a maximum of 500 words per article. Send submissions 
to “de-comms@hotmail.com”.

Our synagogue is a sacred space. Respect and reverence belong not only in the sanctuary, the home of our Torah scrolls and 
prayer books, but in every part of our building.

Whether you are sharing a meal at kiddush, participating in a class or any other shul activity, please remember to be considerate 
to those around you. If you are fortunate enough to have children with you, please keep an eye on them – our shul is a big 
building and your children’s safety and security is of utmost importance. And, speaking of safety, please remember that the 
kitchen is restricted to the catering staff.

We all cherish the image of our shul as a friendly, welcoming place. Each of us is a Dorshei Emet ambassador to the community 
– let’s greet visitors with warmth and treat each other with kindness.

Communications Committee Chair, Lewis Lurie

President of Dorshei Emet, Ellayne Kaplan

A Word about Decorum….

High Holy Days

, 

Family Shabbat
Program!

 Starting Oct 14
10:30am

Sep 16 Sep 17 Sep 25

Oct 7
Sep 29

and don't
miss:

Songs! Stories! Snacks! 
Crafts! And More!

10:30 - Noon 10:30 - Noon 10:30 - Noon

Sukkah Building
4:30 pm

Kabbalat Shabbat
6:30 pm

6:30 pm

REGISTRATION REQUIRED
ROSH HASHANAH AND YOM KIPPUR PROGRAMMING 

INCLUDED WITH HIGH HOLY DAY TICKET

Family Events

Congregation Dorshei Emet's

Rosh Hashanah 
Day 1

Rosh Hashanah 
Day 2

Yom Kippur

Sukkot Simchat 
Torah

KOL HA’KEHILAH | FALL 2023 • TISHREI - KISLEV 5784
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         FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AT 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/DORSHEIEMET1
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE  
DORSHEIEMET.COM FOR UPDATED NEWS 
AND PROGRAM CALENDAR
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Program Director, Oria Lissak

Dorshei Emet Bookclub
The Story So Far...

Eight years ago, Cynthia Weinstein was the Shul Program 
Director, I asked her if we could start a bookclub at Dorshei 
Emet. At the time I was attending a bookclub at another 
synagogue to support my friend who was running it. 

In the fall of 2016, the bookclub met for the first time. I chose 
the book, “The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry” by Gabrielle Zevin. 
What a good way to start a new bookclub with a book that 
is for "anyone who loves books, bookstores and the world 
that reading opens up". We were 8 people that first day. After 
the review and discussion, we looked at each other and said, 
“Now what, anyone have a good book to review next month”. 
We chose “My Brilliant Friend” by Elena Ferrante. The next 
month, we were 12 people. We have steadily grown and many 
club members from that first day still attend! The first year we 
chose our books month by month. Now we compile a list in 
advance for the whole year.

We really have read a variety of books. As I look at the list of 
books we have read so far, many of them are still my favorites. 
I would list a few but the list would still be very long. As 
Cynthia always says, "Even if the book is not that great, we 
always have a wonderful discussion”. And to this I say, she is 
so right!! If you would like to see the complete list from the 
past 7 years, you can find it on our website under the events 
and programming tab.

One book that always sticks in my mind is "The Sweetness 
of Forgetting" by Kristin Harmel. It is a book about a woman 
who runs a family bakery and recipes are included in the 
book. Margaret Douek, Cynthia and I baked all the recipes 
and served them at the meeting. That was so much fun! I sent 
the author photos of our sweet table and she replied with 
appreciation. We are still looking for another book like that. 

At the end of the year, I ask people to send in suggestions 
for the following year. Usually, if you suggest a book, you 
are then asked to review it. Cynthia and I spend quite a bit 
of time reviewing your suggested books, trying as much as 
possible to have a variety of different books (I reiterate, we 
try!!). Every year, Cynthia asks the same thing: “Can’t we have 
one lighthearted funny book!”.

This year, we have 7 books on the roster; you can see the 
list and dates in the flyer. This year we will also go back to 
meeting in-person only. I really missed the ambiance of sitting 
around the table and having a discussion. If you would like 
to join us, email me at programdirector@dorshei-emet.org. 
We are always looking for new members. If you love to read, 
this is the club for you! No experience in bookclubs required. 
Everyone is welcome. 

I would also like to introduce you to our new “Cinemates” 
film club. Dorothy Stober and I are working to bring to you 
an array of films, Israeli and/or Jewish themed. We will watch 
the movies together on a big screen, enjoy some popcorn 
and following the viewing we will have a discussion. Please 
save the dates in your calendar (see flyer) and we look 
forward to this new program added to our multitude of great 
programming at Dorshei Emet.

Preparing Your Heart

 
 

 Enter the High Holidays with an
exploration of spiritual themes of the season,
and an opportunity to discuss the meaning of

teshuva during these uncertain times. 

Join Rabbi Boris  on  September  5,  7:30 PM  on  Zoom.

Email programdirector@dorshei-emet.org to register

mailto:programdirector%40dorshei-emet.org?subject=
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, CONTINUES FROM PAGE 1

our siddur, by Norman Mailer: “There was 
that law of life, so cruel and so just, which 
demanded that one must grow or else pay 
more for remaining the same”.

We have adapted to change, even to a 
pandemic, and we will continue to adapt 
to new challenges.

I learned a very valuable lesson as 
president back at the turn of this century 
– unlike writing a novel or baking a pie, 
managing a community institution can’t 
be done by one person, or even a few 
people. I am inviting each of you to work 
with me to nurture this community which 
means so much to each of us.

I am confident that we will thrive, and we 
will do it together. 

I wish you and yours a very healthy and 
happy Shanah Tovah, and hope to share 
many meaningful experiences with you at 
Dorshei Emet.

KOL HA’KEHILAH | FALL 2023 • TISHREI - KISLEV 5784
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Clergy:
Rabbi Boris Dolin 
rabbiboris@dorshei-emet.org
(514) 486-9400 x 104

Staff:
Cynthia Weinstein, Executive Director
executivedirector@dorshei-emet.org
(514) 486-9400 x 103

Davina Shapiro, Coordinator of Office Services
admin@dorshei-emet.org
(514) 486-9400 x 101

Oria Lissak, Program Director
programdirector@dorshei-emet.org
(514) 486-9400 x 114

Linda Axler, Bookkeeper
linda@dorshei-emet.org
(514) 486-9400 x 107

Ilana Teitelman, Children & Youth Coordinator 
youth@dorshei-emet.org

Officers:
President 	 Ellayne Kaplan
	 president@dorshei-emet.org
1st Vice President 	 Ellayne Kaplan
Executive Vice President 	 David Hill
2nd Vice President 	 Ilana Shiller
Treasurer 	 Eric Shostak
Secretary 	 Natalie Amar
Head Parnass 	 Jodi Lackman
Immediate Past President	 Liz Freedman

Board Members:
Jeremy Becker
Miki Harrar
Nora Kelner
Barry Lazar
Jesse Lehrman
Andrea Majnemer 
Rami Negev
Diane Sasson
Marilyn Takefman

Committees & Coordinators:
Finance Committee:  
Chair – Eric Shostak
Fundraising Committee: Open
Yizkor Book Subcommittee:  
Chair – Bernie Weinstein
House & Maintenance Committee:  
Chair – David Hill
Security Subcommittee:  
Chair – David Hill
Minhag Committee:  
Chair – Jodi Lackman
Communications Committee:  
Chair – Lewis Lurie
Human Resources Committee:	 
Chair – Ilana Shiller
Cemetery Committee: 
Chair – Howard Berger
Nominating Committee:  
Chair – Liz Freedman
Social Justice Committee/Tikkun Olam:  
Co-chairs – Susan Stock & Deena Roskies
Greening Your Life Subcommittee:
Chair – Susan Stock
Ukrainian Support Working Group
Chair – Susan Stock
Membership Committee:  
Chair – Marilyn Takefman
Gemilut Hasadim Subcommittee:  
Chair – Toby Shainbaum-Pollak
Yahrzeit Subcommittee:  
Chair – Ellayne Kaplan
Children’s Programming Subcommittee: Open
Indigenous Chevruta: 
Chair – Diane Sasson
Speaker’s Series: 
Co-chairs – Mark Rabinovitch & Marcelo Ciecha
Kiddush Committee:  
Chair – David Hill - KiddushDE@gmail.com
Governance Committee: 
Co-chairs – Martin Boodman & Nora Kelner
Layners and Haftorah Scheduling:  
Jack Goldberg

Please feel free to contact Cynthia 
Weinstein, Executive Director, to learn 
about the many opportunities in our 
dynamic committees. 
executivedirector@dorshei-emet.org 
or (514) 486-9400.
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KABBALAT
SHABBAT
WE'VE GOT

TALENT

OCTOBER 20
 6:30 PM

Join us and show us 
your musical talent.Registration Required

Details to Follow

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
& Potluck Dinner.

FALL EVENTS
@ DORSHEI EMET

Preparing your Heart with Rabbi Boris  
Zoom - 7:30 pm
Bookclub: The Nine Lives Of  
Charlotte Taylor - 1:00 pm
Shofar in the (Girouard) Park - 7:00 pm
Children Programming – Apple–picking - 11:00 am
Cinemates Film Club - 1:00 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Mispacha:  
Sukkah Decorating - 4:30 pm
Guest Speaker: Don Nicholls - 10:00 am
Indigenous Chevruta Programming: Collective 
Right, Values and Culture - 2:00 pm

5

6

7
10
28
29

30
30

SEPTEMBER

Indigenous Chevruta Program –  
“Joining the Adult Community” - 11 am
Bookclub: The Covenant Of Water - 1:00 pm
Jewish Journey Potluck - 6:30 pm
Family Shabbat - 10:30 am
Cinemates Film Club - 1:00 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat: We’ve Got Talent - 6:30 pm
DE Retreat

1

4
13
14
19
20

27-29

OCTOBER

Kabbalat Shabbat Around The World - 6:30 pm
Bookclub: Demon Copperhead - 1:00 pm
Family & Jewish Journey Shabbat - 10:30 am
Cinemates Film Club - 1:00 pm
Family Shabbat - 10:30 am
Donut Workshop - 7:00 pm

3
8

11
16
25
30

NOVEMBER

Chanukah Party & Kabbalat Shabbat - 6:15 pm
Bookclub: How The Penguin Saved Veronica - 1:00 pm

8
13

DECEMBER

Dates are subject to change, and more events may 
be added. Please check our Weekly Announcements, 
Facebook page or Website for updates. 

*
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Jewish Journeys
@ Dorshei Emet

A Bar or Bat Mitzvah
is more than just an event

 -  it  is  a  journey.

Dorshei Emet takes the B’nei Mitzvah process one step 
further with our Jewish Journeys Program.

 
Our interactive approach serves to foster Jewish identity and
build relationships.  We offer a mix of informal learning, youth
group style fun, and family activities. Opportunities for a child

to explore and discover what being Jewish really means.
 

Designed for pre-B’nei Mitzvah girls and boys in grade 6 or 7.

Starting Date: Tuesday, October 10, 6:00 PM
 

Limited Spots Available
 
 
 
 

For more information
 or to register contact:

Cynthia Weinstein 
 

executivedirector@dorshei-emet.org
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ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN 5783

$5000+
Mark Bassel & Abby Kleinberg-Bassel

Becker-Newpol Family Foundation
Leslie & Leigh Dolin
Dr. Toby Fainsilber 

The Fish Family
Miriam Roland

Leiba & Tony Rustin
Marilyn Takefman

Donna Assh
Allan Shustack & Suzan Blatt
Ilana Berger & Pierre Trudeau

Audrey & Mark Berner
Jack Buksbaum

Peggi Cohen & Mark Rabinovitch
Reuben Croll & Kenny Aliaga

Mark Dover
Liz Freedman & Avrum Warshawsky

Brigitte Friedman & David Eidelman
Teddy Goloff
Micki Keesal

Suzanne La Rue & David Bloom
Sharron Schwartz &  Syd Stepner

Joel Segal & Eileen Ramos
Deborah Sharp & Elliott Ettenberg

Ronald & Rita Singer

$500-$999
Dawn Anderson

Sharon & Robert Bishin
Eleanor Bonder

William Caplin & Marsha Heyman
Brian Chernoff
Leon Cynader

Liane Feldman & Hillel Rosen
Stephen Fichman & Susan Cohene

Liat & Dan Goldstein
Pesel Hornstein

Mildred Kolodny
Deborah & Daniel Kraus
Donna & Irwin Kuzmarov

Kathryn McBride
Ila Novak

Bridget O'Connor
Susan Pinker & Martin Boodman

Diane & Robert Sasson
Sara & Irwin Tauben

Paula & Gerald Wiviott

$360-$499
Yaron Avsker

Margaret Douek & Howard Ellner
Chiara Fish & Hernan Ciecha

David Glaser & Perle Feldman
Sheila Greenberg

Naomi Lapin & Jeffrey Rother
Barry Lazar & Celina Segal

Leanore Lieblein
Herschel & Sandra Mitchell

Claudie Pfeifer & Joseph Douek

$2,500+
Sara Saber-Freedman & Bram Freedman

Ilana & Brahm Shiller
Kay & Jack Wolofsky

$1,000-$2,499

Lori Rabinovitch & Paul Horowitz
Sharon Rustin

Naomi Stein & Gerald Ahronheim
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$18-$359
Sharon Abish &  Allan Ptack

Yael Acre & Chris Hosein
Terry Ades & David Brown

Ricki Adler Goldstein & Jack Shlien
Carmela Aigen
Vivian Akerib

Beverly Akerman & Russell Copeman
Brigitte Albert

Natalie Amar & Mark Lesk
Jonathan Assouline & Jesse Simms

Edie Austin
Myriam Avetisyan & Sarkis Kalaygi

Sally Ayrton & David Hill
Eva Baer

Lianne Barski & Miki Harrar
Mona Baumgarten

Shelly Bayless Fabian
Larry Berlin

Sarah Binder
Stefanie Bitton & Alex Fabian

Penny Bloch
Charles Bloom

Sharon & Michael Bond
Shelley & Ely Bonder
Taib Morwa Bouricha

Rolf Bramann
Betty & Laurie Breger

Sima Brockstein
Tim Brody

Murray Bronet & Maureen Rappaport
Sonia Budner
Mary Burke
Neil Caplan

Rosana & Eric Caplan
Sheila Caplan & Maurice Krystal

Debbie Carroll
Mark & Suzanne Chernin

Daniel Chonchol
Paola Ciambella

Maureen Cohen & Howard Klarer
Lorne & Helen Cooper

Elana Cooperberg & Denys Doyon
Ruth Cooperstock

Brooke Cromar & Jesse Lehrman
Ronni Czuzoj & Mitchell Shulman

David Pinto
Joelle Dayan & Harvey Mandelker
Adriana Decker & Anthony Croll

Patrizia Di Cori
Catherine & Vadim Di Pietro

Janet & Hershey Dwoskin
Rena Entus

Judith Farovitch

Ina Fichman
Myron Frankman

Amanda Fulop & Andrew Williamson
Anais Gagne & Jonathan Goldman

David & Debbie Gencher
Alison Glaser & Jonathan Bracewell
Emma Glaser & Karine Valiquette

Pearlann Goldenberg
Robyn Gross

Sharon Gubbay
Laura Guerschanik & Gustavo Turecki

Bernadine & Sion Harrar
Ruth & Gershon Hundert

Gabryelle Iaconetti & Aaron Feldman
Ellayne Kaplan & Howard Berger

Tricia Kelly
Nora & Andrei Kelner
Judy Kenigsberg z"l
Mona & Sandor Klein

Judith & David Klugerman
Jodi Lackman & Murray Mincoff

Sheila & Phillip Lackman
Robert Leibner
Marlene Levine

Anne & Sydney Levitsky
Elana & Jonathan Levy

Anne Lewis & David Weigens
Warren Litwin

Andrei Liveanu & Vanessa Muraca
Lewis Lurie & Nicole Maille

Andrea Majnemer & Ian Segal
Peter Margo

Camille Marsan & Jordan Kalfon
Adele Marshall-Shapiro & Michael 

Shapiro
Yolande Martel

Meeda Mashal & Barry Gerchicoff
Eftichia Matalon
Eunice Mayers

Maureen McAran
Gregory McKenzie

Paula Merovitz
Harriet & John Miller

Henry Mintzberg & Dulcie Naimer
Judith Nemes Black & Dragan (Emile ) 

Svarc
Karen Ocana & Jeffrey Kastner

Gaby Orbach
Hymie Orzech

Georgette Pardo
Maina Parent

Rachel Pariente
Gloria Pascal
Tessa Pekeles

Annice Polacsik & Simon Freiwald
Myra Rabinovitch & Robert Klein 

Sara Ravel & Uzi Witkowski
Howard Richler

Rosa Richter
Frank Roseman

Shara Rosen
Darline & Daniel Rosenhek

Bryna Rosman Rubinger
Sheindl Rothman & Jack Rudnicki
Morris Rotstein & Joan Charlap
Deborah Salmon & Garry Beitel

Frances Schanfield
Nathan & Laura Schertzer

Romy Schnaiberg & Brian Rocklin
Rita & Joseph Schulman

Stan Shapiro
Elisa Shenkier

Barbara Sherwin
Pamela Sherwin & David Leitner

Isaac Shiroky
Jeannette Singerman

Adrianne Sklar
Rona & Peter Small

Mark Smilovitch & Sharon Brodie
Rebecca Sohmer

Dana & Michael Star
Lara Stern & Don Melville

Meira Stern & Michael Deutsch
Dorothy Stober

Susan Stock
Natalie Stoljar & Ian Gold

Ben & Bluma Stolow
Ginny Stroeher

Barbara Szeicz & Avi Gomberg
Erika Tencer & Jonathan Silver

Marie-Christine Thank & Eric Shostak
Laurie & Jeff Usheroff

Maureen Webster & Abe Hamerman
Sandy & Bernie Weinstein

Lise Winer
William Wisenthal

Marylin Wolfe
Norman & Lucy Wolkove

Merle Wolofsky
Katie Wong

Dessalen & Graham Wood
Mark & Phyllis Yaffe

Laura Yaros & Elizabeth Blackmore
Ronit Yarosky
Esther Yelen
Moe Yoffe
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CHANUKAH   PARTY
Modern Day Maccabees

Kabbalat Shabbat,
 Chanukah  Candle lighting  

Potluck Dinner
Dress Up As Your Favorite Hero

More Details To Follow...

Friday, December 8, 6:15 PM

KOL HA’KEHILAH | FALL 2023 • TISHREI - KISLEV 5784

IT'S A
SURPRISE!

KABBALAT SHABBAT
AROUND THE WORLD

Join us on November 3, 6:30 PM for

 Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Potluck Dinner

Singing and Dancing



CONGR EGATION DORSHEI  EMET /  17 

KOL HA’KEHILAH | FALL 2023 • TISHREI - KISLEV 5784

Tell Me More
Art Appreciation with Audrey Berner

Over the last few years of courses in Art History and Architectural
Design, often questions have come up that need more than a five-
minute answer. This series will examine four of these questions, in
apparent order: Why, and how, do so many artists choose to
represent the legend of St George? Who designed and decorated
Montreal’s Metro system? Who is Banksy? and What is so special
about prehistoric art?

4 Weeks, Tuesdays @ 4:00 - 5:00 PM, Zoom
September 12, 19, 26, October 3 
Members: $40,  Non-Members $50

Email:  programdirector@dorshei-emet.org to register

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES
FALL 2023

Path to Judaism with Rabbi Boris
6 Weeks, Mondays @ 7:00 - 8:30 PM, In-Person
October 16, 23, 30, November 6, 13, 20
Members: $90,  Non-Members $120

Explore the basics of Jewish tradition and practice and the evolution
of Judaism throughout the generations. The class is required for
those interested in conversion, although it is also a great review for
everyone and a great introduction to liberal Jewish values.

In this first session for the fall, we will be introduced to the most
important core Jewish books and texts, explore the denominations
of Judaism, discuss the “God idea” and theology, and the basics of
Jewish ritual. While we will try to cover all of the class topics, the
learning will be expansive, and class discussions may lead us
wonderfully in different directions. All levels of learners should feel
comfortable participating in the class: people in the process of
conversion and also those who want a thorough review of core
Jewish ideas. In the past, long-time Dorshei Emet members have
enjoyed this exploration of Judaism as a wonderful “refresher
course” to gain new insights into their Jewish identity and practice.
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Donor Recognition
5784 (April 22- July 14, 2023)

GENERAL FUND
Myriam Avestiyan & Sarkis Kalaygi, on the Bar Mitzvah of 
Anderson Weinstein
Reva Bercovitch, in memory of her brother Benny Kastner z”l
Shelley & Ely Bonder, in honour of Marilyn Takefman, for her 
sponsorship of the Book Club Luncheon
Judy Caplan, in honour of Miriam Roland, Mazel tov on this 
wonderful achievement, the Presidential Recognition Award at the 
graduation ceremony with the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College
Peggi Cohen & Mark Rabinovitch, in honour of Ellayne Kaplan, 
becoming our new president
Diller Teen Fellows, in honour of Rabbi Boris
Ellayne Kaplan & Howard Berger, in memory of Marilyn Caplan z”l
Ellayne Kaplan & Howard Berger, in memory of Charles 
Takefman z”l
Ellayne Kaplan & Howard Berger, in memory of Harvey Levitt z”l
Elana & Jonathan Levy, in memory of Micha Karpfen z”l
Leanore Lieblein
Lois Lieff, in appreciation of Audrey Berner and her art classes. 
Rosa Richter
Diane & Robert Sasson, in honour of Ellayne Kaplan, on her new 
term as President of Dorshei Emet. Mazel tov! 
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Rebecca Bonder z”l
Sheryl & Elliott Shuchat, in memory of Charles Takefman z”l
Marilyn Takefman & Teddy Goloff, in memory of Roslyn Pinker z”l
Merle Wolofsky, in memory of Micha Karpfen z”l
Merle Wolofsky, in memory of Marilyn Caplan z”l

MEIR IFERGAN B’NEI MITZVAH FUND
Liz Freedman & Avrum Warshawsky, in honour of Nate 
Rothman becoming Bar Mitzvah
Liz Freedman & Avrum Warshawsky, in honour of Anderson 
Weinstein becoming Bar Mitzvah
Liz Freedman & Avrum Warshawsky, in honour of Emma 
Gonshor becoming Bat Mitzvah
Liz Freedman & Avrum Warshawsky, in honour of Owen 
Deutsch becoming Bar Mitzvah
Liz Freedman & Avrum Warshawsky, in honour of Ezra Deutsch 
becoming Bar Mitzvah

RABBI RON Z”L MEMORIAL FUND
Carmela Aigen, in memory of Marilyn Caplan z”l 
Carmela Aigen, in honour of Sharon & Michael Bond, on the 
birth of their new grandchild
Carmela Aigen, in honour of David Hill
Sally Ayrton & David Hill, in memory of Micha Karpfen z”l 
Anna Barber, in memory of Rabbi Ron Aigen z”l
Anna Barber, in memory of Ernest Chonchol z”l
Anna Barber, in memory of Micha Karpfen z”l
Audrey & Mark Berner, in memory of Micha Karpfen z”l
Sheila Greenberg, in memory of Micha Karpfen z”l
Elana & Jonathan Levy, in honour of Carmela Aigen
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Dov Sela z”l, dear father of 
Carmela Aigen
Marilyn Takefman & Teddy Goloff, in memory of Micha Karpfen z”l 
Laurie & Jeff Usheroff, in memory of Micha Karpfen z”l

Cynthia Weinstein & Aviv Laor, in memory of Micha Karpfen z”l
Ronit Yarosky, in memory of Debbie Sonberg Ajzenkopf z”l, 
sister and sister-in-law of Melissa Sonberg and Ron Wigdor

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND
Brigitte Albert, in memory of Micha Karpfen z”l
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Jessica Dolin z”l, beloved 
daughter of Leslie and Leigh Dolin, and dear sister of Rabbi 
Boris Dolin
Eleanor Bonder, to mark the yahrzeit of her beloved husband 
Gerry Bonder z”l
Eleanor Bonder, to mark the yahrzeit of her father Aaron 
Goldblatt z”l
Eleanor Bonder, to mark the yahrzeit of her mother-in-law, Dora 
Bonder z”l
Gregory McKenzie

YOUTH & CHILDREN PROGRAMMING FUND
Audrey & Mark Berner, on the birth of Celeste Saber, 
granddaughter of Sarah Saber- Freedman & Bram Freedman

PROGRAMMING FUND
Richard Budgell, in appreciation of Indigenous Learning 
Chevruta and other DE programming 
Judith Nemes Black & Dragan (Emile) Svarc, in appreciation of 
Dorshei Emet’s creativity and hard work 
Gesher Kesher 
Leanore Lieblein, in appreciation of D-E programming
Gloria Pascal 
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of David Lissak z”l, dear father 
and father-in-law of Oria Lissak & Roni Dabora
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in appreciation of Marilyn Takefman for 
hosting the DE book club luncheon
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in appreciation of Oria Lissak
Sharron Schwartz & Syd Stepner, in memory of Charles 
Takefman z”l, dear brother of Marilyn Takefman

KIDDUSH FUND
Yael Acre & Chris Hosein
Carmela Aigen
Robin Breger
Sima Brockstein 
Tim Brody
Fabian Camionschu
Peggi Cohen & Mark Rabinovitch, in appreciation of Ilana and 
Brahm Shiller 
Bluma & Jack Goldberg
Pearlann Goldenberg
Miriam Keesel
Miriam Keesel, in memory of Charles Takefman z”l
Ruth Krevsky
Naomi Lapin & Jeffrey Rother
Elana & Jonathan Levy, in honour of Sally Ayrton Hill & David Hill
Elana & Jonathan Levy, in honour of Ilana Shiller
Elana & Jonathan Levy, in memory of Mark Mendelson z”l
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Lois Lieff, in honour of Liz Freedman. Mazal tov on your 
leadership as President of Dorshei Emet. Kol hakavod!
Lois Lieff, in honour of Ellayne Kaplan. Wishing you a fulfilling and 
successful term of office as President of Dorshei Emet. Mazal tov!
Tara Maharaj, & Rami Negev
Celina Segal & Barry Lazar 
Andrea Majnemer & Ian Segal
Joshua Soref
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Harry Kaminsky z”l, dear 
father and father-in-law of Shelley & Ely Bonder 
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Max Fuchs z”l, dear father of 
Aviva Fuchs
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Judith Fuchs z”l , dear 
mother of Aviva Fuchs 
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Marjorie Dewitz z”l, dear 
mother of Barry Lazar
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Roslyn Pinker, dear mother 
and mother-in-law to Susan Pinker & Martin Boodman
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Sophie Wiviott Blackstein z”l
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Micha Karpfen z”l, a big man 
with a gentle, artistic soul.
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Steven Takefman z”l, brother 
of Marilyn Takefman
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, to mark the yahrzeit of Marki Cohen, dear 
mother and mother-in-law to Maureen Cohen and Howard Klarer
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in appreciation of Liz Freedman’s presidency 
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in appreciation of Ellayne Kaplan 
becoming President for the second time
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, in memory of Charles Takefman z”l, 
brother and brother-in-law of Marilyn Takefman & Teddy Goloff
Ilana & Brahm Shiller, to mark the yahrzeit of Shirley Rabinovitch 
z”l, mother & mother-in-law to Mark Rabinovitch and Peggi Cohen
Adrianne Sklar
Bernie & Sandy Weinstein, through CN’s Railroaders in the 
Community program, in recognition of his many hours of volunteering

SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND
Audrey & Mark Berner, in memory of Roslyn Pinker z”l

TZEDAKAH FUND
Lois Lieff

SIDDUR FUND
Carmela Aigen, in memory of Micha Karpfen z”l
Carmela Aigen, in memory of Dr. Harvey Levitt z”l,

UKRAINIAN SUPPORT FUND
Mona & Sandor Klein, in memory of Micha Karpfen z”l,

BARRY FRANK MEMORIAL FUND 
Pearlann Goldenberg, in memory of Marilyn Caplan z”l
Audrey & Mark Berner, in memory of Marilyn Caplan z”l

LAVY BECKER FUND 
Laura Winer, in honour of Mitzi and Hillel Becker's wedding 
anniversary

MEMORIAL FUND
Liz Freedman & Avrum Warshawsky, in honour of Ellayne 
Kaplan becoming our next President

GEMILUT HASADIM FUND
Yael Acre & Chris Hosein, in memory of Dr. Harvey Levitt z”l

Donations are also welcome to:
MANNY BACH TORAH FUND
ISADORE AND SARAH GOLDSTEIN FUND

The deadline for the Donations page for the winter newsletter  
is October 24, 2023.
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