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SETTLING IN

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

by Rabbi Boris Dolin

by Roger Antebi

When I first became the rabbi of
Dorshei Emet nearly three years
ago, there was one question that I
was constantly asked (beyond what I
thought of the winters, of course): “How
are you settling in?”

There have been several member driven
initiatives in the last few months which I’m
very proud of and would like to share.

I know for some this was primarily a
practical question. Did we have all of
the furniture we needed? Were the kids
making friends? Was I watching enough
hockey games? Thankfully, on this
most basic level, we truly were doing
well. Yet, beyond the practical. Settling
in? This is a much more challenging
question to answer.
What does it mean to feel fully settled?
When we know that life gives us twists
and turns, which each day brings us
blessings and challenges, feeling that
we have comfortably settled may never
really be possible. Clearly we will never
get to a place where all of our questions
have been answered, where we can
look forward and know that there are no
surprises ahead.
If there is any lesson for the upcoming
CONTINUES ON PAGE 2

Following a recommendation from
Bernie Weinstein, the Chair of the
Yahrzeit Committee, a segregated
Cemetery Fund was created at the
Jewish Community Foundation (JCF). All
profits from the Yizkor book will flow into
this fund and be used to buy more land
for burials. In addition, Howard Ellner,
our Treasurer, suggested that all revenue
from sales of burial rights would also
flow into this fund and would no longer
be part of our operating budget. Any
cemetery costs would also come from
this fund. In this way, we are preparing
for the very real need to buy more
cemetery land in the near future.
At the last AGM, we promised to create
a committee to provide guidelines
regarding speakers from the bimah,
co-branding and organizational
partnerships. Frema Engel accepted to
Chair the committee and the members
consisted of Sara Saber-Freedman,
CONTINUES ON PAGE 3
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RABBI’S MESSAGE, CONTINUES FROM PAGE 1

Purim holiday, it is that in the reality
of life, sometimes things can get a bit
mixed up. There are always moments
of joy and celebration, and there are
moments of strength and confidence.
But we also have more than our share
of sadness and times of being unsure of
ourselves and about our path moving
forward.
We also need moments in our lives
where we know that even if we may
not be fully settled, even if we may
have not yet figured everything out, we
can nevertheless revel in the beautiful
messiness of life.
Purim is the holiday that encapsulates
this idea better than any other. On this
day we put on masks and costumes so
that we are never sure who the people
surrounding us really are. Some of us
follow the commandment to drink,
further confusing our perception of
reality. Others simply enjoy the pure joy
and silliness of the day.
I have heard from many people that
they feel freer on Purim to break
out of their traditional “roles” and
personalities, to truly let it all go for one
day. Cookies, costumes, a story that
doesn’t entirely make sense, if we take
the fun seriously (ha!), it is very difficult
to walk away from Purim without
adding some sort of perspective to our
lives.
But this idea, this opportunity, is not
just found in this once-a-year holiday.
One of the core values of our tradition
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is that life is about questions as much as
answers, and also about the joy of the
“process”. In the Talmud, which roots so
much of our Jewish identity, the rabbis
often asked a question: they would
discuss every facet of the challenge
and then leave us with no answer as
they moved on to the next topic. And
this lack of an answer was the whole
point! Our tradition tells us in fact that
this is the reason why every tractate of
Talmud starts with page “bet”, page
two, because we are simply continuing
the questions and the conversations
that have been going on for eternity.
Sometimes we just have to accept, with
a smile and a shrug, that there are fewer
answers than questions.
I am not sure if I will ever feel fully
“settled” in life, and I assume the same
could be said for all of us. If only we were
given that much stability and peace.
But clearly our lives, our world, is far too
complicated for such a simple gift.
I truly hope that we all are able to live
each day with comfort, confidence and
joy. Even so, we know that in the reality
of life this is not always possible. We
may never fully feel that we have all the
answers, and will never have everything
entirely figured out. This truly is the
“messiness” which we all must encounter
in our daily journeys. Yet, holding on to
this truth, we need to make sure there
is always space to let go, to have a little
fun, and, above all, to continue to ask
questions. If this what it takes, then yes,
I am settling in just fine. And I hope that
you are too.

Cynthia
Weinstein

DORSHEI EMET’S
STATE OF THE UNION
Politics seem to be a much bigger
part of our lives these days than in
the past. In my role as Executive
Director I also need to navigate the
politics at Dorshei Emet - luckily they
are not as divisive or tumultuous as
what I see on CNN!
Watching the State of the Union on
TV a few weeks ago, I could not help
but think about the State of our Union
at shul. Our union is truly voluntary, in
that none of us NEED to join a shul, so
why do we do it? I have very few peers
who are members of synagogues, and
other than buying tickets for the High
Holidays or going to B’nei mitzvot,
they are rarely inside a synagogue. So
what is it about our community that
binds us together and compels us to
support Dorshei Emet every year with
our energy and hard-earned dollars?
What is my role as Executive Director,
and as a member for over 20 years, in
making this a more perfect union?
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, CONTINUES FROM PAGE 1

Never is the strength of our union
more apparent than when we send
out a Baruch Dayan Emet notice for
a member who passes away. There
is a direct correlation between how
invested the person was at Dorshei
Emet and the outpouring of sympathy
and loss that I see from the emails and
calls I receive following the notice. At
its best, our community holds us up
when we need it. I guess that is the
ultimate expression of what it means
to be part of this community: we
celebrate together, pray together and
learn together, and also rely on the
network we have helped to build to
be there in our times of need.
I would say that the state of our
union is strong. We are not all here
for the same reasons, and we don’t
all share the same vision of what
Dorshei Emet means, but we are like
an extended family who gets together
for Rosh Hashanah and Pesach, argues
around the table and, even with the
occasional “tsuris”, could not imagine
being anywhere else! As the Executive
Director sometimes I am the referee,
sometimes the cruise director and
sometimes the bad guy - I try my best!

Ronit Yarosky, Rosana Caplan, Miguel
Lecman, Deena Roskies, Sharron
Schwartz, Irv Perlman, Peggi Cohen and
Rabbi Boris Dolin. Thank you to all of
you for an outstanding job and for the
policy guidelines which Sara and Frema
presented and were approved by the
board of directors. The recommendations
called for a 2-year commitment with 2
components. The first component would
be to invite speakers in a balanced way,
covering the wide spectrum of views
(yet also within defined parameters)
regarding Israel, Palestine, Zionist history
and modern antisemitism. The second
component would be to invite speakers to
help train us in how to have a constructive
conversation on difficult topics. This
is a very ambitious project. May we
have the courage and the leadership
to bring the implementation of these
recommendations to fruition.

member donates to the Dorshei Emet
endowment fund or leaves as a legacy
in their will, destined to our endowment
fund, will be matched by this special fund
at the JCF. Hence, for 1 million dollars of
private donations there is a cumulative
amount of 2 million dollars that the
synagogue would receive. The contributors
want to encourage planned giving from
members like you. Five percent of the total
accumulated funds will be distributed to
Dorshei Emet on an annual basis. If you
would like to learn more about planned
giving please contact me, Ronit Yarosky
or Cynthia Weinstein at the Dorshei Emet
office. We are indeed very fortunate to
have such committed and farsighted
members to help us plan for our communal
financial stability.

Another initiative is the creation of a
1-million-dollar matching fund at the
Jewish Community Foundation. The
contributors to this fund are Joel and
Eileen Segal, Miriam Roland, Hillel and
Mitzi Becker and Aaron and Wally Fish.
We are extremely grateful to these four
contributing families. Every dollar that a

As we enter the festival of Purim, may we
acknowledge the roles that we play in
our lives and in our community, and may
we find the courage and the strength, as
Queen Esther, to respond to the call that
the situation is asking of us and that we
are uniquely able to fulfill.

Kol hakavod to all the members
of these initiatives!

Purim Sameach to all.

This year when you are celebrating
Purim at our annual shul extravaganza,
take a look around the room and
see how you fit into our imperfect
“perfect” union. We are so much
stronger having you here!
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FINDING HAPPINESS
IN RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT
by Elana Cooperberg, 1st VP
A Pew study was recently released
that identified a connection between
engaging with a religious community
and increased levels of happiness. How
exciting! As a long-standing member of
the Board of Directors at Dorshei Emet,
I can truthfully attest to this evidence.
As a board, we meet on a monthly
basis and deal with issues that concern
the continued well-being of Dorshei
Emet. We are expected to participate as
“Exec-on-Deck” on Shabbat. We are also
expected to participate on committees,
attend programs, and represent Dorshei
as “greeters” at High Holiday services and
other highly visible events. This level of
engagement is the level which correlates
to increased happiness, according to the
Pew study.
Happiness has long been a popular
research topic. Robert Waldinger, the
American psychiatrist who has been
part of the longest study on adult

happiness (75 years!), found that embracing
community helps us live longer, and be
happier. Relationships are the key to long
term happiness. Listen to Waldinger’s Ted
Talk for his interesting analysis of his study.
So, I ask you, Dorshei Emet members,
would you like to engage with us and
increase your personal levels of happiness?
Would you like to get involved, and
participate in the future of your synagogue,
your community, while enjoying personal
benefits to your health and well-being? We
would be happy to have a conversation
with you!
As the incoming President of the Board of
Directors, I invite you to engage in some
active way with our Board, our Committees,
or in any way that interests you. Not only
will you be helping your synagogue, you’d
be helping yourself and your long term
happiness! If you’d like to be an active
member, please contact the office or reach
me via the synagogue directory.

http://www.pewforum.org/2019/01/31/religions-relationship-tohappiness-civic-engagement-and-health-around-the-world/
https://www.ted.com/talks/robert_waldinger_what_makes_a_good_
life_lessons_from_the_longest_study_on_happiness?language=en
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JEWISH
JOURNEYS

by Rebecca Morris

When my daughter Charlotte started
the Jewish Journeys program at Dorshei
Emet, I thought it was just for her. She
attended an EMSB public school, so
I liked the idea of her learning about
Jewish history and traditions, as well as
meeting other Jewish kids of the same
age.
Very quickly, I realized I was wrong.
The Jewish Journeys program is much
more than a pre-B’nai Mitzvah youth
group! Our whole family was invited
to participate in dinners, discussions,
services and special events. Over the
course of the year, we got to know the
other Jewish Journeys families well. We
went from polite small talk to heartfelt
conversations. We had been tentative
newcomers, but the more events we
attended, the more comfortable we
became. Dorshei made it clear that we
were all welcome: our rambunctious
eight-year-old twins, my lapsed-Catholic
husband and me, the secular Jewish
mother.
Charlotte learned a ton that year. Every
week, fortified with pizza and soda, the
Jewish Journeys group would participate
in activities and discussions to help
them consider how Judaism fits into
our modern lives. There were movies
and field trips and volunteer hours. The
kids designed and created wimples
to explore the meaning behind their
Hebrew names and Torah portions.
There were lively debates about various
traditions and practices, and the rabbi
encouraged all the kids to ask questions
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Yes – This Is
Another
Article About
Fundraising
by Ronit Yarosky
and express their own opinions. Charlotte
has always been very curious, so I’m sure
she asked the most questions!
Every week, she came home and talked
about her experiences with our family.
She became good friends with some
of the other kids, and it was lovely
to see her becoming more and more
comfortable with her Jewish identity.
The group included kids of very different
backgrounds and ability levels, but
they all learned to respect each others’
differences. Charlotte was the youngest
of her group, so we attended everyone
else’s B’nai Mitzvah ceremonies before
hers. One by one, we watched these kids
read from the Torah, give their speeches
and then celebrate with their families.
Each occasion was special in its own way,
and I felt proud of each kid that we’d got
to know.
Finally, it was Charlotte’s turn. In
December 2016, in front of family
and friends and the whole Dorshei
community, she stood up there on the
bima, chanted from the Torah and gave
her speech. She made connections
between her Torah portion and her Bat
Mitzvah project of trying to establish a
Gay-Straight Alliance at her public high
school. It was an amazing, unforgettable,
incredibly meaningful day for her and for
our whole family. I was so proud of her,
and I’m incredibly grateful that she had
the opportunity to explore what it means
to be Jewish by attending the Jewish
Journeys program at such a significant
time in her life.

When people ask me (as they often
do) “How can you ask people for
money?”, I explain that fundraising
really isn’t about asking for money; it
is about making dreams come true.
Seriously!
Consider this. I recently read
that there is a Purim custom of
contributing a symbolic half-shekel to
charity before reading the Megillah
(symbolizing the half-shekel tax Jews
used to pay to the Temple to ensure
its day-to-day operations).
My fundraising brain immediately
asked “Nu, so if they are asking, why
not ask for a whole shekel already”?
The answer was one of the most
‘Dorshei Emet’ answers I ever read:
when you give half of a shekel,
you are reminded that you are not
“whole” (i.e., complete) unless you
are part of a larger community.
The Temple tax did not operate on a
sliding scale; each person was required
to give the same amount, regardless of
their wealth. While this perhaps is not
the Dorshei way, there is something
that is, in fact, fundamentally
equalizing about this – it reinforces
the point that every person’s
contribution to the community is
equally necessary, equally valuable
and equally important.

As we approach our Purim
celebrations and the end of our
annual giving campaign, I am asking
you to think about the many ways
Dorshei Emet makes you feel part
of a community, a family. Whether
it’s through celebrating a Bar/Bat
Mitzvah; addressing a (vegetarian)
haggis at Kabbalat Shabbat; reciting
Kol Nidrei; belly dancing; attending
Shabbat services; learning Hebrew;
having a unicycle-riding-jugglingbanjo-playing rabbi; studying Torah
or building a Sukkah: Dorshei Emet
welcomes and needs each and every
one of us in this family.
Whatever gifts you bring – they are
vital for sustaining our very own
temple. This year our annual giving
is down, and we are concerned. We
are asking every member to donate
to our annual campaign. Every
gift is equally necessary, equally
valuable and equally important...
and will ensure that our dream of
always having a vibrant, welcoming
and strong Dorshei Emet community
comes true.
(PS – just in case you are curious…
it seems that a half-shekel is
approximately eight grams of silver,
which is worth about $4 today…Don’t
feel limited to a half-shekel donation!)

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AT
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/DORSHEIEMET1
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATED
NEWS AND PROGRAM CALENDAR
CO NG R E GAT I O N D O RSH EI EMET / 5
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EXECUTIVE
VICE-PRESIDENT
by Bernie
Weinstein

YIZKOR BOOK
UPDATE
On Yom Kippur 5779 Dorshei Emet
launched its first Yizkor Book. It was
a resounding success and we have
already used it twice. The Board of
Directors has agreed to designate all
monies raised by this project towards
the purchase of new cemetery land for
the Synagogue.
We have begun planning the 5780
edition so that we can publish in time
for Yom Kippur, Oct. 9.
This year the Yizkor Book will include a
new message from our Rabbi, several
new prayers and readings as well as an
added feature that will dramatically add
value to those of us who participate.
Once again we will list the names of
our members who passed away in the
last year, as well as all the relatives and
friends our members wish to honour.
After the Yom Kippur service every
member family of Dorshei Emet will be
given a copy of the Yizkor Book to take
home.
We will begin unrolling the new features
and accepting names for inclusion
in the book after the Annual Giving
Campaign is over.

by David Hill
Firstly, let me formally introduce myself
- I am the Executive Vice-President. My
role is to provide another set of eyes
on financial issues at Dorshei Emet.
This is my sixth year on the Board
and, as a result of the Rabbi review, it
was decided that the Exec V-P should
also sit on the new Rabbi Advisory
Committee. Lastly, I head the House/
Building Committee that oversees the
upkeep of the synagogue.
Let’s begin with the building: All
pressing issues are dealt with, but
some larger expenses will need to be
addressed in the not too distant future.
Some are more obvious - sanctuary
carpets and the front entrance - and
some less pressing - a kitchen update,
roof repairs, sanctuary sliding doors and
more. One of our little achievements
has been to replace all burnt-out light
bulbs with LED lights, thus reducing
our consumption of electricity. I will be
presenting a five-year plan – if anyone
would like to join me in this endeavor,
please be in touch!

Now for my other hat, as Executive V-P
– I am learning that we are a real Jewish
family. We are large, sometimes loud,
very often passionate and maybe a little
dysfunctional. In the current Moment
magazine, there is a review of four
different books critiquing the American
Jewish Journey with diverse views, not
unlike that of our congregation. The
message is: rather than stressing what
you feel is lacking, cherish the parts that
touch you. We can never be everything
for any one person, but we are striving to
be something for everyone.
Since the end of October I have tried
to meet with both Cynthia and Rabbi
Boris every Friday. I feel that these chats
are very productive. They give me the
chance to hang out in the office with our
wonderful staff – Oria, Linda, Cynthia,
Shainy and Rabbi Boris. Our office team
works incredibly hard for our benefit
and to see them function as a team is
delightful. Remember, you can always
just call to say thank you!
Chazak Ve’Amatz!

HOLD THE DATE:
SUNDAY APRIL 7, 2019
11 AM TO 1 PM

EMPTY BOWLS ANNUAL
EVENT AT CONGREGATION
ages
DORSHEI EMET Awlel lcome!
Proceeds will support food security
in Montréal and the Chanukah
Food Basket Fund.

$25 for a beautiful handmade bowl
to take home and a bowl of soup to
enjoy with family ad friends.
Children $5 for soup only.
Please contact Paula Lehrman to
volunteer at lehrman3@gmail.com by
March 22.
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https://www.facebook.com/EmptyBowlsMont
realBolsdupartage

facebook.com/
EmptyBowlsMontrealBolsdupartage

18 Cleve Road
Hampstead
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by Jodi Lackman

by Sarah Dolin

Come Into The Light
On Being a Parnass

Youth
Family Shabbat

Entering the sanctuary on a Shabbat morning while basking
in the warm “Shabbat shalom” of the back-lit parnassim,
how can you not feel like you have come into the light? The
parnassim do the first part of their job in the sunniest part of
the shul, the window near the front, which also conveniently
lets them see who is entering. If they can recognize the people
entering (depending on their level of bundled-up-ness in
the winter), they will be prepared to offer an Aliyah to those
commemorating a yahrzeit, along with the “Shabbat shalom”.
And that’s when the parnass gets ushered into the other’s light,
sometimes through the quiet wistful acceptance of the Aliyah
and sometimes through the almost apologetic refusal of the
Aliyah. More boisterous reactions along the lines of “Why
should I commemorate his yahrzeit? He never supported my
desire as a woman to have an aliyah?” or “I can’t believe it’s
already 31 years she’s gone” are not unheard of. As the sun
moves around the bimah and the psukei d’zimra give way to
birchot hashachar, the shma and the Amidah, the parnassim fill
up their dance card with aliyot, ark openers, hagba and galila:
Shabbat morning regulars, long-time members with yahrzeit,
first-time attendees who have never had an honour. And then
the dance of the parnassim begins.

I know that when families bring their children to Dorshei
Emet, they hope that their children will not only grow a
beautiful and life-long connection to Judaism, but also find
strength and inspiration in our tradition to make our world a
better place. Our tradition tells us - and science backs it up that when we help others and inspire acts of kindness we are
happier.

During the Torah service, one parnass works the floor, making
sure the honourees ascend to the bimah when it’s their turn.
The other parnass enters the ark, where the sunshine seems
somehow more intense, to bring the Torah to the dance. Once
she gets paraded around, the parnass places her on the bimah
for the reader to share her light with us all. The parnass calls
out the name of each honouree as they have their Aliyah and
ensures the well-being of the Torah (and of all in attendance
given that the dropping of the Torah would require that
everyone fast for 40 days!). After the dvar Torah, one of the
parnassim offers the microphone to those with enlightenment
to share. And then at the end of the Torah service, the parnass
returns the Torah to the ark, gently leaning her onto the
cracked-but-repaired glass on which are inscribed the words of
Leonard Cohen that only get seen by the parnassim: “There is
a crack in everything, that’s how the light gets in”.

At a Family Shabbat in early February, after learning about
some of the rules for building a community outlined in
Parshat Mishpatim, the children participated in a kindness
experiment. We made magic wands to hand out to
congregants attending the main service in the sanctuary and
also plenty to take with us to place around the city. Each
wand contained a message explaining that the maker of the
wand had gone out of his or her way to perform an act of
kindness, and those who received or found a magic wand had
the opportunity to do the same. Several remarkable things
happened. The children felt empowered by the project and
we could all feel the special energy. At the conclusion of
the service the children passed out wands to congregants
who were truly touched. In the couple of weeks that have
followed, I have received emails from wand recipients about
how they were inspired and found hope in the actions of the
children. I have loved sharing these notes with the children
during recent Family Shabbat programs.
This is the essence of Judaism that I hope we can all bring
to the children in our community. Judaism should never be
something that is found only within the walls of our building.
It should be a process of learning, a “tool kit” of growth and
connecting with each other that inspires us all to find blessing
and hope in all that we experience in life.
At our congregational Purim party on March 20, 2019 at 6pm,
please look for wands by the main entrance. You are invited
to be inspired and inspire others to spread kindness.
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Clergy:

Rabbi Boris Dolin
rabbiboris@dorshei-emet.org
(514) 486-9400 x 104

Officers:

President
1st Vice President
Executive Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Head Parnass
Past President

Roger Antebi
Elana Cooperberg
David Hill
Howard Ellner
Ronit Yarosky
Chava Dienar
Jodi Lackman

Board Members:
Claudio Smolarz
Ellayne Kaplan
Erika Tencer
Liz Freedman
Marilyn Takefman
Mark Medicoff
Miki Harrar
Nadav Aigen
Natalie Amar

Staff:

Cynthia Weinstein, Executive Director
executivedirector@dorshei-emet.org
(514) 486-9400 x 103
Shainy Haim, Administration
admin@dorshei-emet.org
(514) 486-9400 x 101
Oria Lissak, Program Director
programdirector@dorshei-emet.org
(514) 486-9400 x 114
Linda Axler, Bookkeeper
linda@dorshei-emet.org
(514) 486-9400 x 107
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Committee Chairs:

Finance Committee
Chair: Howard Ellner
Fundraising and Resource Committee
Chair: Ronit Yarosky
Membership Committee
Inreach Committee (Kehillah)
Co-Chairs: Marilyn Takefman & Mark Medicoff
Kumsitz Committee
Chair: Terrye Perlman
Outreach Committee
Chair: Natalie Amar
Tikun Olam Committee
Chair: Ruth Flicker
House and Maintenance Committee
Chair: David Hill
Cemetery Committee
Chair: Nadav Aigen
Yom Ha’atzmaut Celebrations Committee
Co-Chairs: Carmela Aigen & Chava Dienar
Ritual Practices (Minhag) Committee
Chair: Chava Dienar
Chanukah Food Baskets Committee
Chair: Jack Rudnicki, Paula Merovitz & Yael Acre
Empty Bowls Committee
Chair: Joan Simand
Yahrzeit Committee
Chair: Ellayne Kaplan
Gemilut Hasadim Committee
Chair: Toby Shainbaum-Pollak
Communications Committee
Chair: Romy Schnaiberg
Bulletin Committee:			
Chair: Claudio Smolarz
Nominating Committee
Chair: Sharron Schwartz

Ad Hoc Committees

Gardening Committee			
Chair: Ellen Shalinsky
Members’ Kiddush Committee
Chair: Rita Tenenbaum
Office Volunteer Committee
Chair: Dorothy Stober
Security Committee			
Chair: David Hill
Syrian Refugees Committee
Co-Chairs: Eva Echenberg & Laurie Usheroff
Yizkor Book Committee
		
Chair: Bernie Weinstein
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by Peter
Margo

WHY I ATTEND
TORAH STUDY
CLASS EVERY
SHABBAT
Before Shabbat service begins, the class
has already discussed the weekly Parasha
with Rabbi Dolin, who presides over the
class, and contributes his interpretation.
There is always a lively discussion.
Understanding the Torah text inspires me
to think about the wider meanings of the
Parasha, and to review other writings. I
always feel enriched, and enjoy meeting
the regulars with who I feel a special
bond. The class is a true fellowship!
When the Torah is read, the text
becomes a vital presence which has
been made possible by the fruits of our
study and discussion.

INTERFAITH
MARRIAGE
UPDATE
by Rabbi Boris Dolin
It has been now over a year and a half since our community
decided to allow the officiation of interfaith marriages, and I wanted
to offer an update on how this decision has played out so far.
I am still very proud of this decision. It is a strong affirmation of
our truly welcoming community that demonstrates commitment
to Jewish peoplehood and continuity by accepting people’s life
choices and by supporting Jewish families and connections.
In nearly all cases, to call these partnerships “interfaith” is not
entirely accurate, as they are most often a between a Jewish
person and someone who is not. As was stated in the policy
- and as my personal philosophy - I will only marry a couple
where the non-Jewish partner agrees to support the creating a
Jewish home and raising Jewish children, if the couple chooses
to have them. The ceremony will be entirely Jewish and I will
not officiate with a clergy member from another faith.
Yet, beyond these guidelines, I am also committed to offer as
much support as I can for the couple to connect with Jewish
community and explore what it means to create a Jewish
home. I have been blessed to officiate at weddings of couples
from our congregational family, as well as many from outside
this community, all of whom are welcomed with a free year’s
membership and an opportunity to connect with what we do.
The positive effect of being welcomed and supported by our
community has had on these couples and their families is
undeniable, and we have earned a very real respect as a place
that is able to hold on to tradition while accepting the reality of
the world we encounter. In the long term this will help ensure
that our community and the Jewish community in general stays
relevant and continues to grow. To make it simple, in my mind,
it simply no longer makes sense to push away those who want
to be involved in Jewish life.
I am honored to be part of a new rabbinic fellowship through
the US-based organization, Interfaith Families. As part of
this program I will receive mentorship and resources to work
with interfaith couples, and Dorshei Emet will also receive a
generous stipend to organize programs in the community and
to ensure that these couples stay connected and supported.
You can find out more information about the program at
http://www.interfaithfamily.org.
In taking this important step to remain welcoming and relevant
we have already begun to change so many lives and have made
our community stronger.
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MARCH
16 Family & Jewish Journeys Shabbat - 10am
20 Purim: Megillat Esther
and Purim Party - 6pm
23 Everybody loves Saturday Night - 4:30pm
28 Enlightened Bite – Kosher from Brooklyn or
close to home: Sustainability, Environment &
Jewish Ethics - 6:30pm
30-31 Spring Shabbaton for Jewish Journeys

APRIL
2 Reading with the Rabbi Emma Goldman:
Revolution as a way of life by Vivian
Gornick - 7pm
3 Book Club - The Immortalists - 1pm
3 Board Meeting - 7pm
6 Family Shabbat - 10am
10 Enlightened Bite - Love Etc.: Sex, Intimacy and
Other Pursuits - 12pm
26 Pesach Day 7 Service, No Kiddush - 10am
27 Mimouna - 7pm
27 Pesach Day 8 Yizkor Service and Yom Ha’shoa
Speaker - 10am
30 Rare Book Workshop - 7:30pm
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MAY
4 Family Shabbat - 10am
8 Book Club - A Man Called Ove by Fredrik
Backman - 1pm
10 Kabbalat Shabbat Yom Ha’atzmaut - 6:30pm
11 Kehillah conversation after Kiddush - 1pm
18 Family Shabbat - 10am
24 Kabblalat Shabbat Around the World India - 6:30pm
29 Enlightened Bite - 12pm

JUNE
2 End of year BBQ
8 Erev Shavuot, Ruth Richler Memorial Lecture
9 Shavuot Service - 10am
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REMEMBERING
BARRY FRANK

by Sandy Wolofsky

Barry Frank

When you know someone from the day
you are born, and they are your friend’s
dad, they just are. Finding way-back
memories are difficult because it is hard
to remember what people say, but you
always remember how people make
you feel. Barry was one of those people
who always made you feel important.
He was never in a bad mood. He never
seemed angry and he always made
you feel as if you were part of whatever
it was you were meant to be part of
at that moment. Whether as a kid, a
teenager or as an adult; he always
made me smile. Barry was the type
of human who radiated warmth and
respect to everyone he encountered.
My strongest recent memory is last year
when my dad was Hatan Torah. I was
asked to do an aliyah, which was simple
because that had been my bat mitzvah,
and I still remembered almost every
line Manny Bach had taught me. Not
good enough for Barry - he insisted he

REMEMBERING
ANDREA
STROM-RANCOURT

Andrea Strom-Rancourt
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by Deena Roskies
Andrea brought so much light
into every space she entered. The
light started with the sparkle in her
eyes, and then it came through her
deep and quiet voice. It emanated
from her interest in you, from her
concentration, her empathy, her
intelligent effort to connect.
Beyond the initial sparkle, and
beyond the light that came from
her heart and her mind, Andrea
introduced so many of us to the
profound, mysterious light that
swells in silence and in meditation.
Andrea truly brought an “or
chadash” a new light to Dorshei
Emet. May it continue to swell in
each of us and in our community.

HAD to hear me before I could agree to
the aliyah. But our time schedules were
widely different, so this was not an easy
thing....which clearly annoyed him.
Anyway, finally we found a time and I
sang for him on the phone. Turns out,
for 35 years, I had been pronouncing
a few words incorrectly. Clearly, this
had not bothered my teacher, Manny
Bach z”l. But Barry - not possible. He
was obsessed with making sure that an
OOOO was an AHHHH, or the AHHHH
was an OOOO, etc. And he made me
practice it over and over and over again
for him before he would give the shul the
Barry Seal of Approval to stand on the
bimah and perform the second aliyah to
honour my dad.
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by Laurie
Usheroff
and Eva
Echenberg

SYRIAN REFUGEE
SPONSORSHIP COMMITEE
THE YEAR 2018 BROUGHT
FRUSTRATION,
PAIN AND DELIGHT.
Frustration because the fourth family we wanted to sponsor
was refused by the Canadian immigration officials in Lebanon.
The reason given was that the oral interview did not match the
information on the written statement. We sought legal advice
in Montreal and must sadly report that we had to accept the
decision. The local relatives were sad but understanding that
our hands were tied and the family in question will have to seek
another future.
Pain because two members of one family were hospitalized for
a short period of time. The first for an infection that needed
specialized care and the second for a difficult pregnancy. We
are happy to report that both are now healthy and their baby
boy is expected in late March or early April. Pain also because
some Quebec bureaucrat decided to question the Family
Support payments for one family with four children and they
received nothing for many months. The adults in this family
were temporarily out of work, so the payments were crucial. We
sorted it out and they have received the back payments.
Delight because one family is truly doing well. Their youngest,
who was operated at the Shriners Hospital in May, is now
a bouncy seven year old, their eldest daughter has begun
her engineering studies at Concordia University and was the
recipient of a four year Entrance Scholarship and the father, an
accountant, is working in his profession and is very happy with
his job.
Two of the men are working at temporary jobs, one is driving an
Uber taxi and the other is doing snow removal. Both hope that
permanent jobs in landscaping and computers will materialize.
Our thanks to the members of our congregation who have
been so generous and continue to work hard to find permanent
jobs to enable the families the stability they sought. Thank you!
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DONOR RECOGNITION
5779 (Nov 8th - Feb 24th)
GENERAL FUND
Leanore Lieblein & John Harrod
Edna Becker, in memory of Adam Nathan Frankel
Reva Bercovitch, in memory of Fannie Silverstone Kastner
Howard Berger & Ellayne Kaplan, in memory of Barry Frank
Howard Berger & Ellayne Kaplan, in memory of Joshua Stephen
(Josh) Myron
David & Ruth Flicker, wishing a refuah shleimah to Sheila Greenberg
Laura Yaros & Elizabeth Blackmore, in memory of Barry Frank
GEMILUT HASADIM FUND
Brigitte Albert, in appreciation of Syd Stepner & Sharron Schwartz
HARVEY KAHN CHANUKAH FOOD BASKETS FUND
Brahm & Ilana Shiller, in honour of Rabbi Boris’s Tuesday Torah
study sessions
Myra Shuster & Robert Leibner, in appreciation of Adam Weinstock
Gail & Eddie Richler, in honour of Howard Richler’s 70th birthday
Micki Keesal
Herschel & Sandra Mitchell
Howard Berger & Ellayne Kaplan, in memory of Adam
Nathan Frankel
Marilyn Hayes, in memory of Adam Nathan Frankel
Bruce Gottlieb, in honour of Howard Richler’s 70th birthday
Donnie Frank and Barry Frank z”l, in memory of Polly and Willy Frank
Chava Dienar & Micha Karpfen, in memory of Adam
Nathan Frankel
Judy Farovitch
Robert & Diane Sasson, in memory of Jacques and Rebecca
Sasson
Linda Schwartz, in honour of Howard Richler’s very special birthday
Martin Boodman & Susan Pinker
Laurie & Jeff Usheroff
Bram Rubinger
Sharron Schwartz & Syd Stepner, in memory of Pierre Toth
Morris Rotstein
Mark & Audrey Berner
KIDDUSH FUND
Rita Tenenbaum, in memory of Adam Nathan Frankel
Bernie & Sandy Weinstein, to mark the yahrzeit of Claire Friedman
Howard Richler & Barbara Leiter, in memory of Fernande Ades
Yael Acre & Chris Hosein, in memory of Betty Jean Blackmore
Rita Tenenbaum
Maurice Krystal & Sheila Caplan, in honour of Baila Chaya Lowen
becoming Bat Mitzvah
Lois Lieff, in memory of Adam Nathan Frankel
Ester Di Cori & Antonio Iacovelli, in memory of Angelo
Mordechai Di Cori
Irv & Terrye Perlman, in memory of Fernande Ades
Patrizia Di Cori, in memory of Angelo Mordechai Di Cori
Lois Lieff, in honour of Ernest Chonchol on his special birthday
Dan & Liat Goldstein
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MEIR IFERGAN B’NEI MITZVAH FUND
Dorothy Stober, in memory of Adam Nathan Frankel
Pearlann Goldenberg, in memory of Adam Nathan Frankel
Pearlann Goldenberg, in honour of her daughter Amy
Benloulou’s birthday
Pearlann Goldenberg, in honour of Ernest Chonchol on his
special birthday
Pearlann Goldenberg, in honour of Michael Witt’s birthday
Pearlann Goldenberg, in honour of Adam Dubin’s birthday
Pearlann Goldenberg, in honour of Marilyn Goldenberg
Pearlann Goldenberg, in honour of Roz Frosst’s birthday
Brigitte Albert, in appreciation of Rabbi Boris
MINYAN FUND
Jean-Guy Rancourt & Andrea Strom-Rancourt z”l, in memory of
Fernande Ades
Syd Stepner & Sharron Schwartz, in memory of Andrea
Strom-Rancourt
Lois Lieff, in loving memory of Andrea Strom-Rancourt
Barbara Leiter and Howard Richler
Romy Schnaiberg & Brian Rocklin, in memory of Andrea
Strom-Rancourt
Terrye & Irv Perlman
Rita Tenenbaum
RABBI RON MEMORIAL FUND
Carmela Aigen, in memory of Peter McLeod
Carmela Aigen, in memory of Adam Nathan Frankel
Carmela Aigen, in honour of Baila Chaya Lowen becoming a
Bat Mitzvah
Carmela Aigen, in memory of Fernande Ades
Mark & Edna Mendelson, in memory of Adam Nathan Frankel
Sheldon Keesal
Carmela Aigen, in memory of Joshua Stephen (Josh) Myron, z”l
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
David & Neysa Sigler, in memory of Adam Nathan Frankel
David & Neysa Sigler, in memory of Betty Sigler Rosen
Leigh Dolin, in memory of his late mother, Martha Carter
Brigitte Albert, in appreciation of our Aliyah
Brigitte Albert, in memory of Betty Jean Blackmore
Romy Schnaiberg & Brian Rocklin
TZEDAKA FUND
Lois Lieff, in memory of Joyce Miller
SIDDUR FUND
Carmela Aigen, in memory of Avrum Morrow
Carmela Aigen, in memory of Barry Frank
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CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAMING FUND
Bernard & Rhonda Herman, in honour of the birth of Raphael
Moshe Ben-Zvi
Sarkis Kalaygi & Myriam Avetisyan
TIKKUN OLAM FUND
Neil & Marilyn Caplan, in memory of Adam Nathan Frankel
David Glaser & Perle Feldman

ISADORE AND SARAH GOLDSTEIN FUND
David Sohmer & Marion Berger-Sohmer, in appreciation of their
High Holiday Aliyah
SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND
David Glaser & Perle Feldman

ADULT ED AND PROGRAMMING FUND
Jeffrey Weinstein & Adina Derrick
BARRY FRANK MEMORIAL FUND
Edna Becker
David Brown & Terry Ades
Brigitte Albert
Lois Lieff
Judy Farovitch
Susan Stock
Karen & Kenn Hollinger
Anna Barber
Laura Winer
Jonathan Cohen & Mona Baumgarten
Milton & Ellen Winston
Norma Wasserman & Martin Levine
Joe Ronn
Lise Winer
Herbert & Hannah Winer
Micki Keesal
Ellen Pezner
Carmela Aigen
Neil & Marilyn Caplan
William & Valerie Lipnick
Judy Frank
Grace Michelin Matthews
Maurice Krystal & Sheila Caplan
Kori & Darren Dworkin
Ben & Bluma Stolow
Gershon & Ruth Hundert
Mark & Audrey Berner
Barb Zaldin
Arnie & Suzi Lipes
Sharon Gubbay
Gerald Ahronheim & Naomi Stein
Joseph & Rita Schulman
Bram Rubinger
Frances Schanfield
Barbara Leiter and Howard Richler
Romy Schnaiberg & Brian Rocklin
Ronald Chazan
Terrye & Irv Perlman
Roger Antebi & Sari Weiskopf
Sara & Irwin Tauben

Adolf Wolfman & Family
Keila & Billy Finkelstein
Sandra & Sydney Lambersky
Rita Tenenbaum
Oria Lissak & Family
Naira Lissak
Fran Avni
Avrum Lightstone & Family
Ronit Yarosky
“Hamoreh” Barry Frank - my teacher
Lorraine Caplan
Dear Donnie and family,
I am so saddened by Barry’s sudden
passing. He was a kind and caring man.
Please accept my sincere condolences.
Sylvie Wolf
So sad to hear about Barry’s passing.
Please accept my sincere condolences.
To you Donnie and your Family. Barry’s
memory will be a blessing to everyone
who met him.
Mark Rabinovitch & Peggi Cohen
Please send a card to Donnie Frank,
in loving memory of a true mensch, a
pillar of Dorshei Emet, who always had
a twinkle in his eye, and a kind word for
everyone. We will always honour Barry’s
contributions to Jewish life and culture.
With love, from Peggi Cohen and Mark
Rabinovitch
Michael Pollack & Toby Shainbaum-Pollak
Our heartfelt sympathy on your loss…
we will all miss Barry very much

Romy Schnaiberg & Brian Rocklin
He will be dearly missed
Cheuk Yin Cheung
In memory of our dear friend Barry
Frank
David Hill & Sally Ayrton
His smiling face will be missed
Shara Rosen
In memory of my dear friend Barry
Frank
Judith Ellen Kenigsberg
My sincere condolences. May you know
no further sorrow
Pearlann Goldenberg
Barry Frank z”l. It was an honor to know
him and a privilege to work with him
Pearlann Goldenberg
to wish a refuah shleimah to Rabbi
Boris, for a swift and solid recovery
Syd Stepner & Sharron Schwartz,
in memory of Barry Frank His smile and
hugs won’t
be soon forgotten.
Norma Newpol
“My deepest sympathies”
Martin Boodman & Susan Pinker
In memory of a fine, fine man, Barry
Frank. A truly righteous kind of person.
May his memory be a blessing

Irving & Carol Burstein
We have all lost a pillar of our
community. Our thoughts and prayers
are with you
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