
Dear Shaare Torah, 
 
We are writing to share news that Rabbi Mathew Marko has withdrawn his name from consideration to 
become the next long-term rabbi of Shaare Torah. After considering where he is in his career, and the 
practicalities of not being able to meet our community in person due to COVID-19, he decided that this 
was not the right time for him and his family to make this kind of move. We understand his decision and 
wish Rabbi Marko and his wife, Marie, the very best in their future. 
 
Throughout the last few months that we have been getting to know Rabbi Marko, and particularly during 
the past two weeks, the Rabbi Search Team (RST) received significant feedback about his candidacy. 
We heard, considered, and greatly appreciate all of your insights and contributions to what is truly a 
community process.  
 
Although we did not identify our next rabbi during this placement cycle, please be aware that it is common 
for searches to take two years. This is certainly understandable during these atypical times. 
 
Please see below for a note from David Freiman about specific plans the Board has developed for 
rabbinic coverage and other needs in the coming year.  
 
With gratitude,  
The Rabbi Search Team 
Rob Ritter, Adam Simon, Judy Barr, Corrin Ferber, Wendy Fischman, Avi Friedman, Howard Kass, Rob 
Petroff, Judy Potasznik, Gary Robinson, and Liron Silbert 
********************************************************************************** 
 
 
Dear Shaare Torah, 
I hope you will join me in thanking the Rabbi Search Team for their work over the past year. They set up a 
methodical rabbi search process, gathered tons of data from the community, and vetted twenty 
candidates. As our next rabbi was not in this mix, we will relaunch our rabbi search in the fall when the 
next hiring cycle begins.  
 
Three months ago, when the shutdown began, we pivoted our operations to address practical questions 
about educating our children and holding services, funerals and pastoral care. Now, it is important that we 
pivot again to refocus on our core values of Kehilah (Community), Masoret (Tradition), and of course, 
Hesed (Kindness). 
 
I recognize that our community is hurting from the COVID shutdown, social upheavals and absence of a 
long-term rabbinic voice. We miss seeing people, and we need to feel normal again. Shaare Torah 
stands ready to be a beacon of normalcy and community in uncertain times. As a community, we 
are fortunate to have many lay volunteers working tirelessly in partnership with our professional staff to 
move us towards this shared goal. Though the situation will be fluid, we will make progress every day to 
reopen, to reenergize and to reconnect.  
 
Some questions you may have, include: 
 

● Will we have effective rabbinical coverage until we hire our next permanent rabbi? 
 

Yes. We are fortunate that among our many amazing members is Rabbi Mark Raphael. Rabbi Raphael is 
rabbi emeritus from Kehilat Shalom after serving as senior rabbi for 16 years. In addition to his new formal 
role as consulting rabbi at Shaare Torah, Rabbi Raphael serves as chaplain for the Ring House and the 
DC VA Hospital. Rabbi Raphael will serve as our ritual leader, officiate lifecycle events and provide 
pastoral counseling. 



 
We continue our work with the Rabbinical Assembly to identify additional rabbinical support to supplement 
Rabbi Raphael’s contributions. We will keep the congregation informed of our progress as we advance 
this process. 
 

● How can we reconnect with each other? 
 

Michael Weisel, our VP of Membership is coordinating with Deb Geiger, our Engagement Director, to 
launch a series of social events throughout the summer. The primary purpose of these social events will 
be for us to reconnect safely, to smile and to laugh.  
 
I encourage you all, within the bounds of social distancing and with proper precautions, to reconnect to 
members within the community. This could be as simple as making plans to go for a walk or meeting up 
on your deck or backyard to catch up. 
 

● What is the plan to reopen the building? 
 

First VP Brian Abraham leads the COVID-19 task force, which has rebranded itself the Reopening Task 
Force. The team, composed of doctors and scientists from within our community, is actively developing 
protocols for reopening our building. Once safety precautions are in place, we will begin to restart 
in-person meetings and religious services. 
 
The task force is looking for additional members with logistics, public safety, and communications 
experience to help with reopening. If you have these required skills and would like to get involved, please 
reach out to Brian or me. The task force is also working with Education Director, Allison Colker on safe 
plans for the Early Childhood Center and Religious School. 
 
I will continue to keep you apprised of everything going on as we move towards reopening our building, 
celebrating the High Holidays together, and restarting the rabbi search process. 
 
Please reach out to me with any questions you may have. I am always available to talk. 
Sincerely, 
David Freiman 
President 


