
 

While we’ve been excited to share the many steps in the process of finding a new rabbi for 
our community, we are thrilled to reach a new stage: inviting a candidate, Rabbi Adam 
Rubin, to spend the weekend of February 21-23 with us! 
 
The Rabbi Search Team (RST) reviewed Rabbi Rubin’s resume, conducted phone and 
video interviews, and hosted him for a day of meetings with our team, the Board, and 
Shaare Torah Past Presidents. Based on everyone’s feedback, we believe Rabbi Rubin has 
the range of qualities and skills our community prioritized in the focus groups, surveys, and 
other discussions and feedback this past fall.  We still have much to learn and assess about 
him - and we are continuing interviews with other candidates. We look forward to seeing 
Rabbi Rubin in action and getting your feedback! 
 
Rabbi Rubin is currently the Senior Rabbi at Beth Tikvah Congregation in Richmond, B.C. 
Before joining the rabbinate as a second career, he was a professor of Hebrew and Yiddish 
culture at Hebrew Union College for over 10 years. His first pulpit out of rabbinical school 
was as an Assistant Rabbi at Congregation Beth Shalom in Seattle. See the end of this 
message for his bio. 
 
Rabbi Rubin, his wife, and his young children will join  our community February 21-23. Our 
goals for the weekend are to give you many opportunities to meet him and assess whether 
he would be a good fit, and to give him and his family a sense of the warmth and excitement 
of Shaare Torah. We will daven and learn with Rabbi Rubin, socialize, and – of course—eat 
together with him and his family. 
The RST is working with Rabbi Rubin and Shaare Torah staff to finalize the activities for the 
weekend. We know it will include time with the ECC, Friday night Eat Pray Sing, Shabbat 
morning services, Saturday lunch and discussion, community Havdalah, and time Sunday 
morning for minyan, more schmoozing, and a visit in the Religious School. We will share 
many more details with times and locations soon.  
 
We hope that you will find a time to join us during the weekend to partner with the RST in its 
effort to find Shaare Torah’s next rabbi, and help show off our special community to the 
entire Rubin family! 
 
B’shalom, 
Rob Ritter and Adam Simon 
Rabbi Search Team Co-Chairs 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Rabbi Adam Rubin has been the spiritual leader of Beth Tikvah Congregation in Richmond, 
B.C. since July of 2017. Before moving with his family to the Vancouver area, he served as 
the assistant rabbi at Congregation Beth Shalom in Seattle. Rabbi Rubin received his 
doctorate in modern Jewish history from UCLA, and was a member of the faculty at Hebrew 
Union College in Los Angeles for over ten years, publishing a number of articles on Hebrew 
and Yiddish culture in Eastern Europe and pre-State Palestine. His passion for Jewish 
religious and community life played a key role in his decision to leave academia to become 
a rabbi -- he was ordained in 2014 at the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies in Los Angeles. 
Adam was born and raised in Southern California and is married to Judith Schleyer, an 
experienced primary-school educator; they have two young children, Elior (9) and Na'amah 



 

(5). He’s a passionate fan of baseball in general and the Dodgers in particular, loves film, 
Israeli music, playing tennis, and is a recovering political junkie. 


