
 

Dear Shaare Torah Community, 

 

Even though our facility is closed, the Rabbi Search Team (RST) hasn’t stopped searching 
for our next clergy! And we are excited to introduce our community to a candidate: Rabbi 
Mathew Marko. 

 

The RST has been very impressed with Mathew (as he prefers to be called) in virtual 
meetings with us, the Board, and professional staff. We believe he has the range of 
qualities and reflects the skills our community prioritized in the focus groups and surveys 
last fall. You can learn more about Mathew below.  

 

Under normal circumstances, we would be inviting you to a packed weekend of activities 
and opportunities to engage with Mathew in our community. Since that isn’t possible, we 
have created three virtual opportunities for our community to meet Mathew.  

 

1. Teaching. Monday, April 13, 8:00 pm - 8:45 pm. Mathew will teach a class on 
“Should I Stay or Should I Go, Now?” an exploration of the evolution of our Shabbat 
practice; with a question and answer session following his teaching.  

2. Davening. Saturday, April 18, 8:15 pm - 9:00 pm. Mathew will lead Ma’ariv and then 
Havdalah when Shabbat ends at 8:30 pm. 

3. About Mathew Q&A. Sunday, April 19, 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm. Join as the RST, asks 
Mathew questions from our community. (Link to submit questions will be available 
with registration.)  

 

Please register for any of these events here.  We will send the connection link shortly before 
each event and after each event we will provide a link for you to submit feedback.  Each of 
these sessions will also be recorded so you can review them if you are not able to attend 
live.  

 

If community feedback from these interactions is positive, we will set up additional virtual 
opportunities with the intention to meet Mathew in person as soon as it is safe to do so. 

 

The RST thanks the entire community for its patience, and hopes everyone is staying safe 
and healthy. Chag Pesach sameach! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfCEw0E7RGrl4L5MpJDJygxyglGHdrryJ76_W616k5D8wH7CA/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 

Sincerely, 

Rob Ritter and Adam Simon, RST Co-Chairs 

On behalf of the entire RST 

 

 

About Rabbi Mathew Marko 
Rabbi Marko is the Rabbi at Congregation Beth Israel in Greenville, SC. He received 
ordination from American Jewish University’s Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies in 2016. In 
the years prior he was a spiritual and ritual leader and Torah reader for different 
communities in California.  

 

Mathew came to the rabbinate as his third career after first pursuing acting and singing, and 
then running a business making custom cabinetry and woodwork. He is still an active 
woodworker today. He describes his journey of finding Judaism as an adult through the 
process of getting to know his wife, Marie. When we asked what his best day as a rabbi is, 
Mathew thoughtfully said that because he loves being a rabbi, he finds everyday a great 
day. The RST found Mathew to be warm, personable, forthcoming, and very intentional on 
all aspects of being a rabbi, from constructing a child-centered bar/bat mitzvah to selecting 
davening tunes and much more. 

  

You can see his bio here.  

 

You may also see Mathew daven Shabbat services at Congregation Beth Israelhere.  
 

https://images.shulcloud.com/1012/uploads/RabbiMattsBioforST.docx.pdf
https://www.bethisraelsc.org/

