
 

Shalom, 

 

We hope this message finds you well and we hope that everyone is safe and healthy. We 
are writing to share information about your feedback and next steps with our most recent 
candidate, Rabbi Mathew Marko. 

 

The response to the three virtual events with Rabbi Mathew over the past few weeks was 
very strong. Thank you to everyone who was able to take time to participate and listen. 
Over 130 people attended each of the events live, and we estimate that about 200 people 
got to see him in some form. (If you weren’t able to participate, recordings of each are on 
the Rabbi Search webpage.)  

 

The feedback we received about Mathew was overwhelmingly positive. For each of the 
qualities and roles of the Shaare Torah rabbi our community prioritized in focus groups and 
town halls last fall, well over 90% of respondents rated Mathew either 3 or 4 on a 4 point 
scale. That includes the relevance of his experience, his compassion, warmth, 
open-mindedness, approachability, and inclusivity. It also includes his skills as a teacher, 
worship leader, internal community builder, and pastoral counselor. The only skill he rated 
lower on was that of a visionary leader, which almost 85% of respondents rated as a 3 or a 
4. The qualitative comments were also glowing, and we received many comments like, “He 
checks all the boxes,” and “He would be a good fit for us.”  

 

So, what’s next? While we still all want to meet Mathew in person, we are instead planning 
additional “virtual sessions” for even more of the Shaare Torah family to get to know 
Mathew and particularly for Mathew and his wife, Marie, to get to know us. The events will 
include a Shabbat sing with the early childhood families, some small-group meetings and 
another opportunity for the whole community to learn with Mathew. Because he has a 
number of commitments leading up to and preparing for Shavuot, we will schedule the 
teaching session after the holiday. In the meantime, you can view teachings to his Beth 
Israel congregation here. 

https://www.shaaretorah.org/rabbivisit
https://www.bethisraelsc.org/video-messages
https://www.bethisraelsc.org/video-messages


 

 

After these sessions, we will plan our next step. We want to hear more feedback about 
Mathew, and want to hear how he and Marie view our community. By then we also might 
know more about the potential for in-person meetings in the coming months. We might need 
to pause our search until physical distancing rules are lifted, or - if we do want to continue 
our process with Mathew - we might explore creative ways to engage him on a temporary 
and/or remote basis, conditioned on meeting in person in the future.  

 

There is much unknown, and we appreciate your patience and your understanding through 
this improvised and atypical search process as we all navigate these unusual times. We 
commit to doing our best to keep you informed as the process continues.  

 

B’shalom, 

The Rabbi Search Team 
 


