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Shalom, 
 
When we last were in touch, we shared information about the virtual events with Rabbi Mathew 
Marko, initial positive feedback from the community, plans for more interactions, and our hope 
that we would be able to meet him in person soon. Unfortunately, as we all well know, 
COVID-19 means we still cannot hold large group gatherings. Therefore, in consultation with our 
Board and staff, we have been moving our search process ahead.  
 
Given our community’s strong response to Rabbi Matt and desire to hire a rabbi, the 
Rabbi Search Team (RST) recently recommended, and the Executive Committee 
approved, that we commence the final steps to prepare a vote of the congregation for 
Rabbi Mathew Marko to be our next Rabbi. 
 
As we shared in April, Rabbi Matt exhibits the qualities and characteristics the Shaare Torah 
community prioritized in focus groups and town halls last fall. He is a warm, engaging, 
compassionate rabbi who can connect with a broad range of demographics and help us to build 
an even stronger community. He is passionate about Jewish life, and has a compelling 
approach to sharing this passion with others. He is eager to get to know us and work with us to 
determine and realize a vision for Shaare Torah’s future. We trust he will continue to grow into 
an even stronger rabbi as the Shaare Torah community, leadership and staff support him in his 
transition and professional development.  
 
We all would relish the opportunity to interact with Rabbi Matt in person before a formal vote to 
approve. He is also eager to meet us. But, that is still not possible in the way we had hoped. 
Based on our countless hours interviewing more than nineteen candidates, two in person visits, 
one full weekend visit and over 30 hours of phone calls, video meetings and other virtual 



sessions with Rabbi Matt since early March, we have not found any other candidate who so 
closely matches all that we seek.  
 
Therefore, our Executive Committee approved more detailed conversations with Rabbi Matt 
regarding possible timing and specifics of a transition to Shaare Torah. We continue holding 
small group sessions so Rabbi Matt and his wife, Marie, can get to know members of our 
community. Also, in their desire to meet us, Rabbi Matt and Marie will visit Gaithersburg next 
week on a detour from their RV excursion to meet their new granddaughter in Oregon. They will 
get to see the area and the synagogue, and the RST and the Executive Committee will meet 
them in small groups, at an appropriate physical distance. 
 
What happens next? We will be presenting more information at the Annual Meeting this 
Sunday, and hosting a question-and-answer session about the process, our recommendation, 
Rabbi Matt and the timing of the next steps in late June. Assuming that the small group 
in-person meetings with Rabbi Matt and Marie and other conversations proceed as we expect, 
the Board would call a future special congregation meeting for everyone to vote to approve 
Rabbi Matt as our next Rabbi. That vote is likely to happen in July, with congregants voting 
absentee. If approved, Rabbi Matt could begin working in the late fall. 
 
It has been a distinct honor and privilege to lead this effort for Shaare Torah. We partnered with 
an incredibly dedicated, thoughtful and representative search team to engage you all on our 
desires and priorities, carefully consider applications, evaluate candidates and bring the best to 
the community. We are excited to move into the final stages at this point, for Shaare Torah’s 
future and for the opportunity to share our experience and answer any questions you may have. 
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