
Shaare Torah 
Policy on Life Cycle Events 
 
An important role of the synagogue is to assist families in marking important moments in 
their lives.  Birth, adolescence, marriage, and death are “liminal” or transitional moments 
marked by Jewish ritual and tradition.  The rabbi of the congregation will assist families 
in any way possible to make these moments meaningful and to guide them through each 
ceremony. 
 
Where fees are not required for member families, a donation to an appropriate fund in the 
synagogue is appropriate and encouraged as a way of commemorating the event. 
 
Brit Milah:  Families must hold the brit on the eighth day after birth (the day of birth 
counts as the first day), unless there is a medical necessity for it to be postponed, or 
Shabbat makes it impossible to obtain the services of a mohel.  For boys, the rabbi will 
not officiate at other types of ceremonies other than the brit milah.  For the rabbi to 
officiate, the rabbi must approve the mohel being used (it is recommended that families 
consult with the rabbi beforehand for recommendations).  Member families may elect to 
have the rabbi assist with the ceremony without charge, or the mohel may conduct the 
ceremony exclusively.  Families are encouraged to provide kosher (or dairy/vegetarian) 
food at such ceremonies. 
 
Naming:  Girls are given a Hebrew name during a service at which the Torah is read 
(usually on Shabbat).  There is no charge to member families, though they are 
encouraged to sponsor the kiddush that morning.  Non-member families may name their 
child at our services, but are expected to sponsor the kiddush that morning and make an 
additional donation to the synagogue.  Member families may also elect to hold an 
additional ceremony at home (a simhat bat, brit bat, etc.) at which the rabbi will officiate 
without charge.  Non-member families may also engage the rabbi for such a ceremony 
for a fee negotiated with the rabbi directly, but only if the child was also previously 
named in a synagogue.  Families are encouraged to provide kosher (or dairy/vegetarian) 
food at such ceremonies. 
 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah:  A separate statement of policy regarding bar and bat mitzvah was 
approved by the Board in 1999. 
 
Weddings:  The rabbi will officiate at the wedding of a member without charge.  The 
rabbi will be available to officiate at weddings of relatives of members at a reduced rate 
to be negotiated directly with the rabbi.  The rabbi may also perform weddings for 
non-member families for a fee to be negotiated directly with the rabbi.  When possible 
couples will meet with the rabbi several times prior to the wedding, to discuss the 
ceremony and for pre-marital counseling.  The rabbi will only perform weddings in 
which all food associated with the wedding is kosher (or dairy/vegetarian) to standards 
subject to approval of the rabbi. 
 



Funerals:  The rabbi will officiate at the funeral of a member and his/her immediate 
family (parents, children) without charge.  The rabbi may officiate at funerals of other 
members of the community for a fee to be negotiated directly with the rabbi.  For our 
rabbi to officiate at funerals, the family must follow policies established by the 
congregation regarding funerals and burial, to include taharah (ritual washing of the 
body) and burial (and not cremation).  The congregation will provide appropriate support 
to member families during the shiva period through the Hesed Committee. 
 
Unveilings:  The rabbi will officiate at unveilings for members and their immediate 
family (parents, children) for a reduced fee to be negotiated directly with the rabbi.  The 
rabbi may officiate at unveilings of other members of the community for a fee to be 
negotiated directly with the rabbi. 


