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           Dear CBE Community, 

 

We come to Yizkor this Yom Kippur in a world that is mourning. We come to Yizkor 
with our own personal grief nested within a great, collective grief. We come to Yizkor 
after six months in which we were unable to touch or hold each other through our 
grief.  
 

Our own losses may be unrelated to COVID-19, but no loss that occurred since it 
came to our shores has been unaffected. Some of us were unable to be with our 
loved ones, or even to communicate with our loved ones, as they lay dying. Some of 
us were unable to be present for their funeral or burial. Some of us found ourselves 
staring at a computer screen as we participated in the rituals of farewell. 
 

This is to say that we come to Yizkor this Yom Kippur with trauma. Even if our losses 
are older and our memories are less freshly painful, we have endured six months of 
isolation and do not know when it will end. This means that we are likely to feel the 
weight and stab of grief more acutely, without the comforting sniffles of our fellow 
mourners filling the sanctuary all around us.  
 

If we have learned nothing else in these six months, it is that our presence matters 
more than ever, even virtually. Seeing one another’s faces on our screen is 
soothing. It reminds us of how much we need each other and how much we have 
each other. Remembering in the context of community is healing, no matter how that 
community gathers. Ask the recent mourners in our community and they will tell you: 
remembering on Zoom is surprisingly meaningful and touching. 
 

I pray that you will find your way to our virtual Yizkor service this year, and that you 
will find yourself comforted by the names in this book and the memories they 
represent.  
 

May the memories of your loved ones forever bless you, and may you be comforted 
among all of the mourners of Zion, Jerusalem and throughout the world. 
 

L’shanah Tovah, 
 

 
 

Rabbi Rachel Timoner 
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