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“Insights in to the Hagaddah” 
By Rabbi Brahm Weinberg 

 
                           Monday March 30th at 7:45pm at YIWH 
  

              Looking for things to share with people at your seder?  Wondering what a  
              certain passage is doing in the text of the haggadah? We will explore some  
              fascinating insights in to the text of the haggadah and the themes of Pesach. 

                                   SPECIAL GUEST LECTURER:  Rabbi Menachem Leibtag 
“?????????????????????????????” 

Thursday March 26th at 7:45pm at YIWH 
Rabbi Menachem Leibtag, founder of the Tanach Study Center (www.tanach.org), is one of pioneers of Torah 

Education via the internet. He began his study at Yeshivat Har Etzion in the mid 70's, and has served as a "rebbe" at the 

Yeshivah since the mid-80's. His weekly essays on Parshat HaShavua, read by thousands of subscribers worldwide, 

introduce a vibrant analytical approach to thematic study of the Tanach and reflect over twenty-five years of experience 

as a teacher. Presently, Rabbi Leibtag teaches at Yeshivat Har Etzion, Yeshivat Shaalvim, Midreshet Lindenbaum, and 

at the Gruss Institute of Yeshiva University in Jerusalem. He also lectures regularly in Jewish communities and on 

college campuses throughout North America, and does curriculum coaching for several Yeshiva High Schools in North 

America. 

 
 

                           SHABBAT HAGADOL DRASHA 
                        

                                  “The Better Angels of Our Nature:   
                            Exploring the Balance of Action and Experience  

                             Through the Prism of the Pesach Seder” 
                            

                              By Rabbi BrahmWeinberg 
  

Shabbat Afternoon March 28th, at 5:30PM 
Join us at YIWH to participate in the time honored tradition of studying some of the laws and concepts of Pesach 

as well as excerpts from the Haggadah with the rabbi on the Shabbat afternoon 
 immediately preceding Pesach.   

  
This year we will be exploring the passage in the Hagadah of “Raban Gamliel used to say that anyone who did not 
recite these three things has not fulfilled his obligation:  Pesach, Matzah, Maror.” We will be studying the role of 
these three symbols at the seder and their connection to telling the story of the Exodus.  Hopefully by the end of 
the class we will come away with an important insight not only in to the seder night but to our experience of 

Torah and mitzvot in general. 
  

 

Pre-Pesach 
Classes at YIWH 

“Navigating Your Way  
Through Pesach Preparation” 

By Rabbi Brahm Weinberg 
  

Shabbat March 21st—5:30pm at YIWH 
We all have so many questions about what exactly needs Pesach supervision and how careful we need to be in 

cleaning the house…  In this class we will review all the basic halachot of how to clean the house and kasher the 
kitchen and utensils for Pesach.  Together, we will take a look at some of the ins and outs the “OU Guide” and 

what you can and cannot buy for Pesach.  Part of the class will also be devoted to going over the procedures and 
rules about Erev Pesach and of the Seder as well as time for Q&A. 
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Young Israel of West Hartford - Rabbi Brahm Weinberg 

Guide to Passover 5775 
1) Mechirat Chametz (Sale of Chametz) 

As you are aware, during the eight days of Pesach, our homes must be cleared of all grain products 

and all products that have any grain content. All such items are to be placed in designated areas and 

sold for the eight-day period to a non-Jew. During the entire Pesach, the designated cabinets should 

not be opened, and no items in the designated areas should be used during this period. 

 

I will be available to become the agent for the selling of your Chametz at the following times: 

 

After minyan in the morning & afternoon starting the week of March 15th  

AND: 

Sunday, March 29th, 7:30PM – 8:30PM @ the Shul 

Tuesday, March 31st, 7:30-8:30 PM @ the Shul 

 

ALL FORMS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY 8:00PM on Thursday April 2nd 

 

The form that you need to fill out to authorize me to sell your chametz is attached at the end of this 

booklet and is also in the shul lobby and available on our shul website. 

 

I encourage you strongly to see me personally for the sale of your Chametz. For those who find it 

impossible to do so, I have enclosed a contract (PAGE 16) that can be used to make me your agent. 

Please scan and email it to me and make sure you get a confirmation from me that I have received it.  

I will discuss further details with you at that time. 

 

 

2) Hechsher Keilim (Kashering of Utensils) 

Unfortunately there will be no communal Hechsher Keilim at Agudas Achim this year.  If you need 

instructions about how to do it at home please contact me. 

 
3) Maot Chittim 

There is an ancient custom to give charity before Pesach to see that all Jews have their Holiday needs 

taken care of. As opposed to Matanot Le’evyonim, which can easily be taken care of on the day of 

Purim, Maot Chittim are needed well in advance of Pesach to allow for proper distribution of funds. 

Please get your check or cash in to me as soon as possible and make checks out to the “YIWH Rabbi 

Discretionary Fund”. The money will be distributed both in West Hartford and in Eretz Yisrael.  

Check must be received by R. Weinberg by Thursday April 2nd  at the latest. 

 
4) Shabbat HaGadol  

The Shabbat HaGadol Derasha will take place on Shabbat, March 28th. The derasha will take place at  

5:30 PM followed by mincha and Seudah Shlishit at 6:40 PM.  
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5) Pesach 5775 Product Information 

Orthodox Union Pesach guides are available at the Shul. In case you didn’t get one it is available online 

to download and print at: http://oukosher.org/passover/passover-guide/ 

 

If you have questions about particular products not in the OU Guide, you can call me to check on the 

product.  Things do change from year to year in the industrial production of food and so it is 

important to review the necessary sections of the OU Guide to see what requires special Pesach 

supervision and what doesn’t. 

 

Jews with Diabetes face special challenges over Pesach. The Star K has prepared a very helpful guide 

of Halacha, advice – and recipes!   

Please see  http://www.jewishdiabetes.org/  or 

http://www.star-k.org/kashrus/kk-passover-diabetics.htm 

 

Gluten Concerns 

Lakewood Matzoh Bakery has both handmade and machine made Shmura Matzah baked under 

GFCO (Gluten Free Certification Organization) supervision.  Please speak to Rabbi Weinberg about 

fulfilling the mitzvah of eating Matzah at the seder with these Matzot.  To order please contact them 

at 732-364-8757 or sales@lakewoodmatzoh.com or visit them at www.lakewoodmatzoh.com 

 

6)  Pet Food 

One of the many challenges of Pesach is finding permitted pet food. There are two separate Kashrus 

issues for us to be aware of: One related specifically to Pesach, the other related to the rest of the year 

as well. The year-round problem concerns meat and milk. Commonly, dog and cat foods that contain 

meat (not chicken) and milk together is rendered forbidden to Jewish pet owners all year round. 

However there is even more for a Jewish pet owner to be concerned about during Pesach. Due to the 

prohibition of deriving any pleasure or benefit from chametz, we are not permitted to use or own pet 

food containing any type of chametz on Pesach. It is therefore important to be aware of the prevalent 

use of the five grains (wheat, rye, barley, oats, spelt) in dog and cat foods today. Almost all dry pet 

food list wheat or oats as their first ingredient. This is true for fish food and bird food as well. 

Benefit from "Kitniyos" (legumes) is permitted on Pesach even for an Ashkenazic Jew. Therefore, rice 

does NOT pose a problem in pet foods. 

The following links will get you lists of pet foods that do not contain forbidden milk and meat 

mixtures or chametz:  

http://www.crcweb.org/Passover/2015/cRcPassoverGuide2015.pdf  (Pages 60-61)  

http://www.star-k.org/PassoverDirectory2015_Web.pdf  (Pages 79-82) 

I have attached the few pages of the Star-K guide that deal with Pet food on Pesach (PAGE 18-19 

 

7) Medicine/Cosmetics… 

On the following page you will find the policy on using medicine and on cosmetics over Pesach that I 

follow.  If you need/want to use any perfumes, liquid or chewable medicines, or vitamins please 

contact me to check the approved lists. 

http://oukosher.org/passover/passover-guide/
http://www.jewishdiabetes.org/
http://www.star-k.org/kashrus/kk-passover-diabetics.htm
mailto:sales@lakewoodmatzoh.com
http://www.lakewoodmatzoh.com/
http://www.crcweb.org/Passover/2015/cRcPassoverGuide2015.pdf
http://www.star-k.org/PassoverDirectory2015_Web.pdf
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8) Kitniyot 

It is customary for Ashkenazim not to eat kitniyot or products with kitniyot on Pesach.  However, there 

are exceptions under certain circumstances of illness and need where they might be permissible.  

Check with Rabbi Weinberg.  Furthermore, it is ok to own and derive benefit from kitniyot over 

Pesach. 



 8 

9) Kashering for Pesach 

The laws of kashering kitchens and utensils are very complex.  

The following guidelines are given and should be followed. 

A) THE OVEN:  

i) In a conventional oven (non self cleaning): 

For a gas or electric oven, the oven and its racks must be completely clean before kashering 

can begin. You should use a caustic oven cleaner to remove baked on grease and pay special attention 

to the joints of the oven racks, the temperature gauge inside the oven, and the door area. If a caustic 

type of oven cleaner (such as Easy-Off) was used to clean the oven and some stubborn spots remain 

after the caustic cleaner has been applied a second time with similar results, the remaining spots may 

be disregarded if they are flush with the oven wall not raised.  

AFTER this cleaning turn the oven to its highest temperature (on some ovens the broil setting 

is the hottest) and leave it on with the racks inside for ONE HOUR. (Even after koshering you should still 

not place food directly on oven racks on Pesach.  i.e. you can put a pan on the racks but not a potato)  

ii) In a continuous cleaning oven: 

One cannot assume that such an oven is clean because the manufacturer claims it to be 

continuously clean therefore the oven and its racks must be cleaned and a visual inspection is 

required. Since caustic or abrasive oven cleaners, e.g. Easy-Off, cannot be used without destroying the 

continuous clean properties of the oven, a non-abrasive, and non-caustic, cleaner must be used to 

clean the oven. Grease spots will usually disappear if the top layer of grease is cleaned with Fantastic 

and a nylon brush. Then the oven should be turned on high for an hour so that the continuous clean 

mechanism can work and get off other dirt. If the spots don't disappear the oven should be left on for 

a few hours to allow the continuous clean mechanism to deep clean. If the spots do not disappear, the 

spots should be removed with oven cleaner or steel wool.  If the spots are dark spots that crumble, 

they can be disregarded.  

AFTER this cleaning is done you should turn on the oven to its highest setting and leave it on 

with the racks inside for ONE HOUR. (Even after koshering you should still not place food directly on oven 

racks on Pesach)  

iii) In a self-cleaning oven: 

The self-cleaning cycle will clean and kasher the oven simultaneously. This is true for 

convection ovens with a self-cleaning feature as well. The oven need not be cleaned 100% before the 

process begins because everything inside of the oven is reduced to ash. However, there are areas that are 

not burned up so well during self cleaning so they must be cleaned properly beforehand such as:  The oven 

door, gasket around the door, and place where the door meets the oven itself etc…  
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B) THE COOKTOP:  

i) On a gas range: 

  The burners themselves should be cleaned well and turned on for a couple of minutes and are 

kosher.  The cast iron or metal grates upon which the pots on the range sit may be inserted into the 

oven after they have been thoroughly cleaned and then leave the oven on its hottest setting for ONE 

HOUR or on the self clean cycle (If one has a self-cleaning oven one need not clean the grates first but 

you may want to check with the manufacturer before putting the grates in to the self-cleaning cycle.) 

The rest of the range should be cleaned and covered with a double layer of heavy-duty aluminum foil. 

The drip pans, knobs, and display panel should be thoroughly cleaned and need not be kashered. 

 

ii) On an electric range (Non-glass top.  The kind with the coil burners):  

The burners should be heated until glowing hot and then left on for 15 minutes (you may 

want to do this one by one so you don’t have all of them glowing red at the same time). The rest of the 

range should be cleaned and covered with a double layer of heavy-duty aluminum foil. The drip pans, 

knobs, and display panel should be thoroughly cleaned and need not be kashered.   

 

iii) On a Glass-top, Corning, Halogen or Ceran electric range: 

The burner areas of the stove can be turned on the highest temperature until they come to a 

glow and left for 15 minutes (You may want to do 1 or 2 at a time to avoid the risk of overheating the 

top and cracking the glass). The burner areas are now considered Kosher for Pesach. However, the 

rest of the cook top cannot be koshered and since glass tops are made of tempered glass and are at 

risk of shattering if it is covered, it may not be covered either.  Since the area in between the burners 

cannot be properly koshered you should clean it very well and then make sure not to put pots directly 

on that area during Pesach and certainly not to put food there over Pesach.  You might want to put 

down some non-flammable trivets along that area for the duration of Pesach so that you will not 

inadvertently put things down on the non-kashered area.  Also, if your pots are bigger than the 

burner areas you should put the pot on a thin metal disk that will elevate it slightly so that the rest of 

the pot is not touching the un-kashered middle area of the stovetop.  Knobs and display panels 

should be thoroughly cleaned and need not be koshered. 

C) THE BROILER:  

The broiler pan and grill cannot be kashered by just turning on the gas or electricity. Since 

food is cooked directly on the pan or grill, they must be heated to a glow in order to be used on 

Pesach.  You may use a blowtorch to accomplish this. An alternate method is to replace the pan with a 

new pan and Kasher the empty broiler cavity by cleaning and setting it to broil for forty minutes. If 

one does not intend to use the broiler on Pesach, one may still use the oven, even without Kashering 

the broiler, provided that the broiler has been thoroughly cleaned. Similarly, other cooktop inserts 

such as a griddle or a barbecue broiler would require “Libbun Gamur”- heating the surface to a red 

glow before usage. If not, the insert should be cleaned and covered and not used for Pesach 

D) MICROWAVE OVENS: 

Fortunately, many Microwave ovens do not heat up the oven walls enough to cause a real 

kashrus concern. Clean the microwave very well with a caustic substance making sure to get off all 

traces of food in those hard to reach areas.  Do not use for 24 hours. Then place a cup of water (you 
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should use a paper or Styrofoam cup) in the microwave and boil it on the highest setting until you see 

the steam filling the chamber (this may take 10 minutes or more). Then place another cup of water in 

a different spot in the microwave and do it again.  Even after this process it is still best to keep food 

covered in the microwave over Pesach.  The glass plate (if you have one) should be removed before 

doing this and may not be used on Pesach. 

  

E) METAL UTENSILS:  

Metal utensils used for cooking, serving or eating hot Chametz (unless they were used on 

food cooking over a direct flame like a BBQ) may be Kashered by cleaning them thoroughly, 

removing any stickers or impediments, waiting twenty-four (24) hours without using them and then 

immersing them, one by one, into a pot of water (see below for the TYPE OF POT TO USE) which has 

been heated and is maintaining a rolling boil when the vessel is immersed. After taking it out of the 

boiling water it should be rinsed in cold water and is now kosher. 

NOTE:  We do not kasher Teflon coated pans. 

NOTE: If you need to kasher a non-Teflon Frying pan or Baking Sheet you need to do libbun gammur 

(ask me for details) 

NOTE: The utensils undergoing the Kashering process may not touch each other on the way in to the 

pot. In other words, if a set of flatware is being kashered for Pesach, one cannot take all the knives, 

forks and spoons and put them in the boiling water together. They should be placed into the boiling 

water one by one.   

NOTE:  The water must touch every part of the vessel so if tongs are used to grip the utensil, the 

utensil will have to be immersed a second time with the tong in a different position so that the boiling 

water will touch the initially gripped area. The entire utensil does not have to be kashered at once; it 

may be done in parts.  

Please watch out for utensils that are rusty or difficult to clean properly or that are made of several 

parts. These cannot be koshered.  Even silverware made of two parts (a handle and a blade, for 

instance) should most often not be kashered.  

What pot to use for koshering:   

1) You may use a kosher for Passover pot.   

2) If you would like you may use a chametz pot as long as it is 100% clean and has not been used 

in 24 hours.   

3) You may also take a chametz pot that is 100% clean and not used in 24 hours and kasher it 

before using it to kasher other items.  You would do this by filling the pot completely with 

water, waiting until the water comes to a rolling boil, and throwing in a hot stone or brick 

which has been heated on another burner. The hot rock will cause the water to bubble more 

furiously and run over the top ridge of the pot on all sides at one time. Then rinse in cold 

water and the pot is now kashered. 

 

 

F) GLASS UTENSILS 

Ashkenazim today do not kasher Glass Utensils for Pesach. Arcolac, Pyrex, Duralex & Corelle 

should be treated as glass for Kashering purposes.  
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 The only glass utensils that we kasher are ones used only for COLD drinks and have never been put 

in the dishwasher.  You may kasher these either through hagalah or a process called miluy v’eruy (ask 

me for details). 

 

G) SINKS:  

Sinks are generally made from china, corian, porcelain, stainless steel or granite.  

a. China sinks cannot be kashered at all.  

b. Porcelain or corian sinks should also be considered like a china sink, since there is a 

controversy whether these materials can be kashered. These sinks should be cleaned, not used 

for twenty-four hours, and completely lined with contact paper or foil. The dishes that are to 

be washed should not be placed directly into the sink: They must be washed in a Pesach 

dishpan that is placed on a Pesach rack. Alternatively, a sink insert can be purchased. It is 

necessary to have separate dishpans for Milchig and Fleishig dishes.  

c. Stainless steel sinks can be kashered by the following method: Clean the sink thoroughly. 

After cleaning the sink, hot water should not be used or poured in the sink for twenty-four (24) 

hours prior to Kashering. It is recommended that the hot shut-off valve under the sink be 

turned off twenty-four (24) hours before Kashering. Make sure the sink is completely dry.  

Then pour boiling hot water which is at a rolling boil from a pot or kettle (for what type of 

pot/kettle to use for koshering see previous page) over every part of the stainless steel sink. 

Make sure to pour directly from pot/kettle over each area of the sink and not just to pour in 

one spot and let it roll to other parts of the sink.  The poured water must touch every part of 

the sink including the drain and the spout of the water faucet. It is likely that the Kashering 

kettle will need to be refilled a few times before the Kashering can be completed.  It is ok to 

kasher in stages.  After you pour the boiling water you should rinse the sink in cold water. 

d. Granite sinks can be kashered like a stainless steel sink.  

 

H) COUNTERTOPS: 

Countertops made of pure, non composite, granite/marble may be kashered. You can do this by 

cleaning them really well (pay special attention to seams and areas near the wall), leaving them 

unused for 24 hours, and pouring boiling water over the entire surface (see above for what kind of 

pot/kettle can be used to boil the water).  You should make sure the water is really at a rolling boil 

when you pour it on.  You may do the counters in stages one area at a time. 

Formica countertops should be cleaned and covered. The same goes for tables with synthetic tops. 

 

PLEASE SEE ME ABOUT OTHER TYPES OF COUNTERTOPS 

 

I) PLATA/BLECH/WARMING DRAWER 

PLEASE SEE ME ABOUT THESE
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10) Schedule of Services at YIWH - Passover 5775 

Friday, April 3rd – Erev Pesach/Taanit Bechorot 
       Alot Hashachar - Dawn    5:06 a.m 
       Shacharit & Siyum Bechorot to follow  6:30 a.m. 
       Communal Chametz Burning at YIWH  7:30 - 8:30 a.m. 
        Latest Time for Eating Chametz  (M”A) 10:22 a.m. 
       Latest Time for Owning/Burning Chametz 11:38 a.m. 
       Candle Lighting     7:00 p.m. 
       Mincha/Maariv       7:05 p.m. 
       Start Seder after...    8:00 p.m. 
  
 
 Shabbat, April 4th – 1st Day of Pesach 
       Shacharit and Tefillat Tal   9:00 a.m. 
       Sof Zman Kriat Shma    9:42 a.m. 
       Mincha/Maariv       7:00 p.m. 
      Candle Lighting & Second Seder AFTER… 8:01 p.m. 
    **** START COUNTING SEFIRAT HA’OMER  
  
 
Sunday, April 5th - 2nd Day of Pesach 
       Shacharit       9:00 a.m. 
       Mincha Followed by Shiur    7:00 p.m. 
       Chag Ends & Maariv    8:03 p.m. 
  
 
Monday, April 6th -Wednesday, April 8th-Chol Hamoed 
       Shacharit…Monday - Wednesday  6:30 a.m. 
       Mincha/Maariv       7:10 p.m. 
  

Thursday, April 9th - Erev Chag  
       Shacharit...Thursday   6:30 a.m. 
Remember to make an Eruv Tavshilin 
before Candle Lighting 
       Candle Lighting     7:06 p.m. 
       Mincha/Maariv    7:11 p.m. 
 
Friday, April 10th -7th Day of Pesach 
       Shacharit      9:00 a.m. 
       Mincha/Maariv    7:05 p.m. 
       Candle Lighting BEFORE  7:08 p.m. 
  
 Shabbat, April 11th – 8th Day of Pesach 
       Shacharit and Shir Hashirim  9:00 a.m. 
       Sof Zman Kriat Shma   9:42 a.m. 
       Yizkor (approx.)    10:30 a.m. 
       Reminder to eat Seudah Shlishit at home 
       Mincha Followed by Shiur  7:05 p.m. 
       Chag Ends & Maariv   8:09 p.m. 
       Chametz Sold with Rabbi may  
       be eaten after...    9:00 p.m. 
  
Sunday, April 12th - Thursday, April 16th 
       Shacharit Sunday    8:15 a.m. 
       Shacharit…Monday & Thursday  6:40 a.m 
       Shacharit…Tuesday & Wednesday  6:45 a.m. 
       Mincha/Maariv...Sun-Thu at YIWH 7:15 p.m. 
       
 
 
Friday, April 17th - Erev Shabbat 
       Shacharit      6:45 a.m. 
       Mincha/Maariv      7:00 p.m. 
       Candle Lighting     7:15 p.m. 
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11) Checking, Nullifying, Burning Chametz 

The Torah forbids us not only to eat, but also even to own Chametz on Pesach. We remove any 

Chametz unknown to us by “nullifying” it through “Bittul Chametz,” thus making the Chametz 

ownerless. Our Sages, however, further mandated a thorough check of the house on the night before 

Pesach a) in case we have not truly nullified our Chametz in our hearts and b) lest one find and eat 

Chametz on Pesach. This is not just a perfunctory check of our homes! While the custom of putting 

out 10  pieces of bread has some basis, searching for just those pieces does not fulfill one’s obligation. 

It is best to put those pieces in strategic places around the house so that entering those areas during 

the search will force you to better review those areas to make sure no Chametz is there.  You should 

have the lights on when you check and use a candle or flashlight to see in cracks and small spaces.  

The bracha should be made before you begin, the formula for nullifying Chametz should be recited 

after you have finished (You should recite the formula in the language you understand best) and the 

Chametz that is found should be placed somewhere safe where it will not get lost or spread out in to 

the house.  Places to check include medicine cabinets, coat pockets, garages and autos. One should 

try to do the bedikah as soon as possible after nightfall on Thursday night (7:59 pm); it is 

improper to push it off until late Thursday night (see previous page for full schedule).  The next 

day (Friday) you should take the Chametz you found during the bedika and burn it before 11:38 am 

after which you must say the other formula for the nullification of the Chametz.  Even if you are not 

participating in the burning itself you should still say the nullification formula at some point in the 

morning.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This can be found in any haggadah and on page 654 in the Artscroll Siddur 

Before the Serach: 

Blessed are You Hashem our G-d King of the 

universe who has sanctified us with His 

commandments and has commanded us 

concerning the removal of chametz. 

 

After the Search: 

Any Chametz or leaven that is in my possession 

which I have NOT seen, have NOT removed, 

and do NOT know about should be annulled 

and become ownerless like the dust of the earth. 

 

Next Day After Burning: 

Any Chametz or leaven that is in my possession 

whether I have recognized it or not, whether I 

have seen it or not, whether I have removed it or 

not, should be annulled and become ownerless 

like the dust of the earth. 

 

 

אלוקינו מלך העולם אשר ' ברוך אתה ה

 .קדשנו במצוותיו וצונו על ביעור חמץ

 

 

 

 

כל חמירא וחמיעא דאכא ברשותי דלא חמתה 

ודלא בערתה ודלא ידענא לה לבטל ולהוי 

 .הפקר כעפרא דארעא

 

 

 

כל חמירא וחמיעא דאכא ברשותי דחזתה 

דבערתה , תה דחמתה ודלא חמתהודלא חז

לבטל ולהוי הפקר כעפרא , ודלא בערתה

 .ארעאד
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12)  The Seder 

 

While it would be impossible to list all of the Halachot of the Seder in this guide, certain Halachot 

deserve special attention. For a more thorough treatment of the laws and customs of the Seder, 

refer to the OU Pesach Guide.   

 

The Sedarim on both nights should start as early as possible after nightfall (Friday night after 

8:00pm and Saturday night after 8:01 pm. Please note, of course, that Saturday night it would be 

very hard to start at 8:01 pm since no preparation may be done before then.  This year, 

premature preparation would not only be a problem of “hachana” from one day of Yom Tov to 

the next but also could violate prohibitions of Shabbat.) 

 

Haseiba 

Remember to lean when eating matzah (even korech and the afikoman) and drinking the cups of 

wine! This is not just a custom, but also a Halacha. One does not properly fulfill the mitzvot of 

Matzah and 4 cups of wine without leaning.   

 

Women’s Obligations 

Women are obligated in the mitzvot of Pesach night:  Four cups of wine, Matzah, Maror and the 

eating of the Afikoman. Women are obligated in the retelling of the story of the Exodus as well.  

 

Kadesh 

Every person should say the Kiddush, as the Kiddush is part of the mitzvot of Sippur Yetziat 

Mitzrayim and the 4 Cups. The Kiddush can be recited together by everyone at the table in 

unison.  

 

The cup should hold at least a reviit of wine (a minimum of 3.3 fl oz). One must drink at least 

“rov kos” more than half of the cup of wine. The same halacha applies to each of the 4 cups. There 

is a difference of opinion as to whether grape juice can be used to fulfill this obligation. 

Therefore, wine should be used if possible.  If it is not possible then grape juice is fine. 

 

Maggid 

Don’t be afraid to go “off text” of the haggadah and add in your own thoughts, discussions, 

props for kids etc…Be creative!  There are times when one cannot be at the table for the entire 

Maggid section.  One should minimally join the Haggada recitation with “Rabban Gamliel said: 

Three things must be mentioned…” but should preferably take part in the entire discussion. 

 

 

Motzi Matzah 

An olive’s worth of matzah must be eaten in a certain time period (as quickly as possible after 

saying the berachot over the matzah – preferably 2-3 minutes) to fulfill the mitzvah of eating 

matzah (if you find yourself not able to eat the matzah that quickly then you are probably trying 

to eat too much or you might be talking while you are eating.  Whatever you do it’s not worth 
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choking …!). An olive size comes out to be 1/2 of a Shemurah matzah or 2/3 of machine matzah. 

This amount should be made up of a piece of the top matzah and a piece of the middle broken 

matzah. One should not talk or get involved with anything else until the matzah is swallowed.  

 

Marror 

The use of Romaine Lettuce is preferable for Marror (even though it doesn’t hurt going down). 

However, one absolutely must check for bugs on this lettuce. The lettuce should be soaked 

rinsed thoroughly and then checked leaf by leaf for bugs.  One should eat an olive’s worth of 

Marror. With lettuce, this works out to 8”x10” of the leaves, or 3”x5” of the stalks.  One must eat 

this amount again during korech. 

 

Korech 

One should eat ¼ of a hand made shmura matzah or 1/3 of machine matzah from the bottom 

matzah on your seder plate with an olive’s worth of Marror (same as above). 

 

Shulchan Orech 

Remember that Shulchan Orech (the meal) is part of the Seder and part of our praise of Hashem. 

This should be reflected in the tone of the meal and conversation at the meal.  

 

Tzafun 

Each person should eat an olive’s worth of matzah for the Afikoman (1/2 of hand made shmura 

matzah or 2/3 or machine matzah). The piece of matzah hidden away should be divided up and 

matzah should be added to it to complete the kezayit (olive size – as above in motzi matzah). One 

should be sure to leave a little room for the Afikoman so that it not be eaten after one is already 

stuffed. The Afikoman should be consumed before chatzot / halachic midnight which falls out at 

12:54 AM. 

 

We do not eat after the Seder in order to allow the taste of the Matzah to remain in our mouths. 

 

A Chag Kasher v’Sameach to all!!  
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SALE OF CHAMETZ 5775 

Delegation of Power of Attorney 
 

I, the undersigned, fully empower and permit Rabbi Brahm Weinberg to act in my place 

and stead, and on my behalf to sell all chametz possessed by me knowingly or unknowingly 

wherever it may be and in whatever form it may be, as defined by Torah and Rabbinic law, and 

to lease all places in which chametz possessed by me may be found, especially at: 

 

1) (Home Address)________________________________________________________ 

 

2) (Other Addresses)_______________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The chametz I own or possess includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

 

Type of Item  
(groceries, liquor, 

medicine…) 

Address 

1 or 2 

Specific Location at Address (kitchen 

pantry, basement, living room…) 
Approx. 

Value ($) 

    

    

    

    

    

 

Date: _________________________  Signed: _____________________________ 

 

Print Name:______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Fill out ONLY if you will be away for ALL of Pesach: 

I can be reached over Pesach at:    __________________________________________ 

(Cell Phone Number) 

 

And my keys can be found at (Optional): 
 

 ________________________, at _____________________________________________ 

(Name)    (Address) 

 

Fill out ONLY if you will be in a different time zone for Pesach: 

 

For the beginning of Pesach I will be in:________________________________________ 

For the end of Pesach I will be in: _____________________________________________ 

 

RABBI WEINBERG MUST RECEIVE THIS FORM BY 8:00 pm on Thursday April 2nd 
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Places to Look For Chametz 
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