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JOSHUA BEN PERAHYAH AND NITTAI THE ARBELITE 
RECEIVED FROM THEM. JOSHUA BEN PERAHYAH 
SAYS: PROVIDE THYSELF WITH A TEACHER, AND GET 
THEE A COMPANION, AND JUDGE EVERY PERSON 
WITH THE SCALE WEIGHTED IN HIS FAVOR. PROVIDE 
THYSELF WITH A TEACHER: How so? This teaches that 
one should provide himself with a single teacher and 
study with him Scripture and Mishnah, Midrash, 
Halakha, and Agada. Then the interpretation which 
the teacher neglected to tell him in the study of 
Scripture he will eventually tell him in the study of 
Mishnah; the interpretation which he neglected to 
tell him in the study of Mishnah he will eventually tell 
him in the study of Midrash; the interpretation which 
he neglected to tell him in the study of Midrash he will 
eventually tell him in the study of Halakha; the 
interpretation which he neglected to tell him in the 
study of Halakha he will eventually tell him in the 
study of Agada. Thus that man remains in one place 
and is filled with good and blessing. 

 

 

 

Rabbi Me’ir used to say: He that studies Torah with a 
single teacher, to whom may he be likened? To one 
who had a single field, part of which he sowed with 
wheat and part with barley, and planted part with 
olives and part with oak trees. Now that man is full of 
good and blessing. But when one studies with two or 
three teachers he is like him who has many fields: one 
he sows with wheat and one he sows with barley, and 
plants one with olives and one with oak trees. Now 
this man’s (attention) is divided among many pieces 
of land, without good or blessing. 
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AND GET THEE A COMPANION: How so? This teaches 
that a man should get a companion for himself, to eat 
with him, drink with him, study Scripture with him, 
study Mishnah with him, sleep with him, and reveal 
to him all his secrets, the secrets of the Torah and the 
secrets of worldly things. When two sit studying 
Torah and one of them makes a mistake [in] a matter 
of Halakha or of a chapter heading — or says of the 
unclean that it is clean or of the clean that it is 
unclean, or of the forbidden that it is permitted or of 
the permitted that it is forbidden — his companion 
will correct him. And where do we hear that when his 
companion corrects him and studies with him they 
are well rewarded for their labor? It is said, “Two are 
better than one; because they have a good reward for 
their labor (Eccl. 4:9).”  

 

 

When three sit studying Torah the Holy One, blessed 
be He, accounts it to them as though they made up 
one band in His sight, as it is said, “It is He that 
buildeth His upper chambers in the heaven, and hath 
founded His band upon the earth; He that calleth for 
the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the 
face of the earth, the Lord is His name (Am. 9: 6).” 
Thus thou dost learn that three who sit studying 
Torah are accounted as though they made up one 
band in the sight of the Holy One, blessed be He. 

 

 
 

When two sit studying Torah their reward is stored up 
on high, as it is said, “Then they that feared the Lord 
spoke one with another, and the Lord hearkened . . . 
and a book of remembrance was written before Him, 
for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon 
His name (Mal. 3: 16).” “These are they that feared 
the Lord:” those who are decisive and say, “Let us go 
and release the prisoners and ransom the captives”; 
then the Holy One, blessed be He, provides them with 
the means to go and act immediately.  And these are 
They that thought upon His name: those who keep 
deliberating in their hearts and say, “Should we go 
and release the prisoners and ransom the captives?”; 
and the Holy One, blessed be He, does not provide 
them with the means. Then an angel comes and 
strikes them down. 
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When one sits by himself studying Torah, his reward 
is stored up on high, as it is said, “Though he sit alone 
and keep silence, surely He hath laid up (reward) for 
him (Lam. 3: 28).” A parable is told: to what may this 
be likened? To one who had a young son whom he 
left at home when he went out to the market place. 
The child then proceeded to take down a scroll, laid it 
in his lap, and sat studying it. When his father 
returned from the market place, he exclaimed: “See 
what my little son, whom I left alone when I went out 
to the market place, has done! By himself he 
proceeded to take down the scroll, laid it in his lap 
and sat studying it.” Thus thou dost learn that even 
when one sits by himself studying Torah, his reward is 
stored up on high. 

 

 

AND JUDGE EVERYONE WITH THE SCALE WEIGHTED 
IN HIS FAVOR. There was once a young girl who had 
been taken captive, and two saintly folk went after 
her to ransom her. One of them entered the harlots’ 
apartment. When he came out he asked his 
companion: “What didst thou suspect me of?” The 
other replied: “Of finding out perhaps for how much 
money she is being held.” Said the first: “By the 
Temple service, so it was!” And he added: “Even as 
thou didst judge me with the scale weighted in my 
favor, so may the Holy One, blessed be He, judge thee 
with the scale weighted in thy favor.” 

 

 
 

Again it once happened that a young girl was taken 
captive. Two saintly folk went after her to ransom her, 
and one of them was seized on a charge of brigandage 
and imprisoned. Every single day his wife would bring 
him bread and water. One day he said to her: “Go to 
so and so and tell him that I am being held in prison 
because of unchastity, while he sits and amuses 
himself at home and pays no attention to (the fate of) 
the girl.” Said his wife to him: “Is it not enough for 
thee that thou art held in prison, but thou must busy 
thyself with idle matters?” She did not go; instead she 
busied herself with idle matters. “I beg of you,” he 
said to her, “go and tell him.” So she went and told 
him. What did that man do? He went and brought 
silver and gold and other men with him and they freed 
both the saint and the girl. When he was freed the 
saint said to them: “Let this girl sleep with me on a 
bed in her clothes.” 
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In the morning he said to them: “Let me immerse 
myself.” They had him immerse himself. [“Let her 
immerse herself,” he said. They had her immerse 
herself.] Then he asked them: “When I asked to be 
immersed what did you suspect me of?” “We 
thought,” they replied, “all those days while thou 
wast held in prison thou wast hungry and thirsty; and 
now when thou didst come out into the open air, thy 
flesh grew hot all over and perhaps thou didst suffer 
pollution.” “What of the immersion of the girl,” he 
asked them; “what did you suspect her of?” They 
replied: “Seeing that all those days when she dwelt 
among the heathen she ate and drank of their food, 
thou didst now order, ‘Let her immerse herself,’ so 
that she should become clean.” “By the Temple 
service,” he exclaimed, “so it was! And even as you 
judged me with the scale weighted in my favor, so 
may God judge you with the scale weighted in your 
favor.”  

 

 
Even as the righteous of old were saintly, so were 
their beasts saintly. It is said: The camels of Abraham, 
our father, would not enter into a house in which 
there was an idol, as it is said, “For I have cleared the 
house, and made room for the camels (Gen. 24: 31).” 
For I have cleared the house of teraphim. And why 
does the verse say, And made room for the camels? 
This teaches that they would not enter into the house 
of Laban, the Aramean, until all the idols were 
removed from their sight.  

 

 
Once the ass of Rabbi Hanina ben Dosa was stolen by 
brigands. They tied the ass up in a yard, and put before 
it straw and barley and water. But it would not eat or 
drink. They said: “Why should we let it die and befoul 
our yard?” So forthwith they opened the gate before it, 
and drove it out. It walked along braying until it reached 
the house of Rabbi Hanina ben Dosa. When it reached 
his house, his son heard its voice. “Father,” he said, “this 
sounds like our beast.” Said Rabbi Hanina to him: “My 
son, open the door for it, for it has almost died of 
hunger.” He arose and opened the door, and put before 
it straw, barley, and water, and it ate and drank. 
Therefore it was said: Even as the righteous of old were 
saintly, so were their beasts saintly, like their masters.”  

 
 


