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AND RAISE MANY DISCIPLES. For the School of Shammai 
says: One ought to teach only him who is talented and 
meek and of distinguished ancestry and rich. But the 
School of Hillel says: One ought to teach every man, for 
there were many sinners in Israel who were drawn to the 
study of Torah, and from them descended righteous, 
pious, and worthy folk.  

 

 

1 Rabbi Akiba says: Whoever takes a perutah from charity 
when he does not need it shall not depart from this world 
before he falls in need of his fellow men. He used to say: 
He that binds rags on his eyes or his loins and cries, “Help 
the blind,” “help the afflicted” shall in the end be 
speaking the truth. He used to say: He that tramples his 
bread in the dust or in frenzy scatters his coin shall not 
depart from the world before he falls in need of his fellow 
men. 
 
 
 
 

 

2 He used to say: He that in frenzy tears his clothes, or in 
frenzy his furniture, will in the end worship idols. For such 
is the art of the evil impulse: today it says to him, “Tear 
thy clothes," and on the morrow it says to him, “Worship 
idols." And he goes and worships idols. 

 
 
 
 

3 He used to say: He who has his eye on his wife in the 
hope that she die so that he may get the inheritance, or 
that she die so that he may wed her sister, and whoever 
has his eye on his brother in the hope that he die so that 
he may wed his wife, will in the end be buried in their 
lifetime. Of him the verse says, He that diggeth a pit shall 
fall into it; and whoso breaketh through a fence, a 
serpent shall bite him (Eccl. 10: 8). 
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4 There was once a certain man who transgressed the 
words of Rabbi Akiba and uncovered a woman’s head in 
the market place. So she came before Rabbi Akiba, and 
he sentenced him to pay her four hundred zuz. Said the 
man to him, "Master, let me have some time." Akiba 
granted it. When the man came out, his friend said to 
him: “I shall give thee advice and thou shalt not have to 
give her even as much as a perutah." “Let me have it," he 
said to his friend.  “Go," said the friend to him, "take 
about an issar’s worth of oil and break the jar at the 
woman’s door." (This the man did.) What did that woman 
do? She came out of her house, uncovered her head in 
the market place, and began scooping up the oil in her 
hand and putting it on her head. Now, the man had 
stationed witnesses to observe her. So he came before 
Rabbi Akiba and said to him: "To this licentious woman I 
am to give four hundred zuz? Why, over an issar’s worth 
of oil she did not spare her self-respect but went out of 
her house and uncovered her head in the market place 
and began scooping up the oil in her hand and putting it 
on her head!" "Thou hast said naught," Rabbi Akiba 
answered him, “for he that injures himself, albeit he is 
not permitted to do so, is not culpable; but if others 
injure him, they are culpable. She who abused herself is 
not culpable; but thou who didst abuse her, go and give 
her four hundred zuz." 

 

 
 
 
 

5 Rabbi Dostai, son of Rabbi Yannai, says: If thou wast 
early and didst sow in the first rainfall, go again and sow 
in the second rainfall; for if a hail comes down on the 
world and the former sowing is blighted, the latter will 
survive. For thou knowest not which will prosper, the one 
or the other; or perhaps both shall survive in thy hand 
and they shall both alike turn out well. As it is said, In the 
morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not 
thy hand (Eccl. 11:6). If thou wast early and didst sow in 
the first and second rainfall, go again and sow in the third 
rainfall; for if a blast comes upon the world and the first 
sowings are blasted, the last will survive. For thou 
knowest not which will prosper, the one or the other; or 
perhaps both shall alike turn out well. As it is said, In the 
morning sow thy seed, etc. 
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6 Rabbi Ishmael says: If thou hast studied Torah in thy 
youth, I say not “I shall not study in my old age." Instead, 
study Torah (at all times), for thou knowest not which 
(study) will prosper. If thou hast studied Torah in riches, 
do not sit idle in poverty. If thou hast studied Torah with 
a full stomach, do not sit idle when hungry. If thou hast 
studied Torah in leisure, do not sit idle under pressure. 
For better for man is one thing in distress than a hundred 
in ease, as it is said, In the morning sow thy seed, and in 
the evening withhold not thy hand. Rabbi Akiba says: If 
thou hast studied Torah in thy youth, study Torah in thine 
old age. Say not, "I shall not study Torah in my old age”; 
for thou knowest not which (study) will prosper, if both 
will survive in thy hand or both shall alike turn out well. [lf 
thou hast raised disciples in thy youth, raise disciples in 
thine old age also,] as it is said, In the morning sow thy 
seed (etc.). Rabbi Meir says: If thou hast studied with one 
master, say not, “Enough for me." On the contrary, go to 
another sage and study Torah. Yet go not to anyone, but 
first to him that is close to thee, as it is said, Drink waters 
out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine 
own well (Prov. 5: 15). A man "‘ is duty bound to attend 
upon four scholars, such as Rabbi Eiezer, Rabbi Joshua, 
(Rabbi Tarfon) and Rabbi Akiba as it is said, Happy is the 
man that hearkeneth to me, watching daily at my gates, 
waiting at the posts of my doors (Prov. 8: 34): read not 
my gates (daltotai) but my four gates (dale; dalgotai). For 
thou knowest not if both will survive in thy hand, if both 
shall alike turn out well. As it is said, In the morning sow 
thy seed (etc.). Rabbi Joshua says: Wed a wife in thy 
youth and wed a wife in thine old age. Beget children in 
thy youth and beget children in thine old age. Say not, "I 
shall not wed a wife (in my old age)." On the contrary, 
wed a wife and beget sons and daughters, and add 
fruitfulness and increase to the world. For thou knowest 
not if both will survive in thy hand, if both alike shall turn 
out well. As it is said, In the morning sow thy seed, etc.  
 
 

 

 
 

7 He used to say: If thou hast given a perutah to a poor 
man in the morning and another poor man came and 
stood before thee in the evening, give to him too; for 
thou knowest not if both acts will survive in thy hand, if 
both shall alike turn out well. As it is said, In the morning 
sow thy seed, etc. 
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8 There was once a saint who gave a denar to some poor 
man during a famine. When his wife reprimanded him, he 
went to spend the night in the cemetery. He heard two 
spirits chatting with each other. Said one to the other, 
“Come, friend, and let us go to and fro in the world, and 
see what calamity is to come upon the world." "Friend," 
the second spirit said, “I cannot get out for I am buried in 
a matting of reeds But go thou and what thou over-
hearest tell me." The first spirit went off and then came 
back. Said her companion to her: "Hast thou heard 
anything from beyond the veil, what calamity is to come 
upon the world?" “I heard," she replied, "that whoever 
sows in the first rainfall, his sowings a hail shall strike.” 
The man went and sowed in the second rainfall. 
Everyone’s sowing the hail struck down, and his was not 
struck. The following year he went to spend the night in 
the cemetery and heard (the) two spirits chatting with 
each other. And one said to the other, “Come, let us go to 
and fro in the world and see what calamity is to come 
upon the world." "Friend," the other said to her, "have I 
not told thee thus, I cannot get out for I am buried in a 
matting of reeds? But go thou and what thou over-
hearest tell me." She went off and then came back. "Hast 
thou heard anything from beyond the veil?" her 
companion asked her. “I heard," she replied, "that 
whoever sows in the second rainfall, his sowings a blast 
shall strike." The man went and sowed in the first rainfall. 
A blast came upon the world; everyone's sowings were 
blasted, and his were not blasted. “Why is it,” said his 
wife to him, “that in the calamity which came upon the 
world, everyone's sowing was struck and blasted, and 
thine was neither struck nor blasted?" He told her the 
whole story. Sometime after, a quarrel broke out 
between the wife of that saint and the mother of that 
maiden. Said the wife to the mother, "Come and I will 
show thee thy daughter buried in a matting of reeds!" 
The following year he went to spend the night in the 
cemetery and heard those two spirits chatting with each 
other. Said the first to the second, "Come, friend, and let 
us go to and fro in the world and hear what is being said 
beyond the veil." "Friend,” her companion said, "leave 
me alone. Words between thee and me have already 
been overheard amongst the living." 
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9 There was once a saint who was habitually charitable. 
One time he set out in a boat; a wind rose and sank his 
boat in the sea. Rabbi Akiba witnessed this and came 
before the court to testify that his wife might remarry. 
Before he could take the stand, the man came back and 
stood before him. "Art thou not he who went down in the 
sea?" Rabbi Akiba said to him. "Yes," he replied. "And 
who raised thee up out of the sea?” "The charity which I 
practiced,” he answered; “it raised me out of the sea." 
“How dost thou know this?" Rabbi Akiba inquired. He said 
to him: "When I sank to the depths of the sea, I heard the 
sound of a great noise of the waves of the sea, one wave 
saying to the other and the other to another ‘Hurry! and 
let us raise this man out of the sea, for he practiced 
charity all his days.’" Then Rabbi Akiba spoke up and 
declared: "Blessed be God, the God of Israel, who hath 
chosen the words of the Torah and the words of the 
Sages, for the words of the Torah and the words of the 
Sages are established forever and unto all eternity. For it  
is said, Cast thy bread upon the waters, for thou shalt find 
it after many day: (Eccl. 11: 1); moreover it is written, 
Charity delivereth from death" (Prov. 10: 2). 

 

 
 
 
 

10 The following occurred to Benjamin the Righteous, 
who was in charge of the community charity chest. A 
woman came before him and said: "Master, take care of 
me." “By the Temple service!" he said to her, “there is 
nothing in the charity chest." “Master," she said to him, 
“if thou dost not take care of me, thou wilt be the death 
of a widow and her seven sons." He thereupon gave her 
money from his own funds. Sometime after, Benjamin 
the Righteous fell sick and lay in bed in pain. Said the 
ministering angels to the Holy One, blessed be He: 
“Master of the Universe, Thou hast said ‘One who saves a 
single soul in Israel is as though he had saved a whole 
world.’ How much more so Benjamin the Righteous who 
saved a widow and her seven sons! Yet he is sorely sick 
upon his bed." Forthwith they beseeched mercy for him, 
and his (death) sentence was torn up. And twenty-two 
years were added to his life. 

 

 
 


