
 “PARSHA NATION” TAKES THE U.S. BY STORM 

 

 

The National Council of Young Israel (NCYI) recently unveiled an innovative initiative aimed at 

training our children to someday become leaders in their synagogues and communities. “Parsha 

Nation” provides youth directors nationwide with substantive materials and information intended 

to engage children from kindergarten all the way up to the teen minyan. 

 

The broad array of programmatic materials contained in Parsha Nation is disseminated by the 

National Council of Young Israel in a weekly email guide that is sent to youth directors and lay 

leaders in Young Israel synagogues throughout the United States, and which is filled with parsha 

questions, stories, riddles, games, discussion questions, and more. 

 

The resurgence of the Young Israel’s Youth Services Department, which is run under the 

auspices of NCYI Executive Director Rabbi Perry Tirschwell, Assistant Director of Synagogue 

Services Ari Matityahu, and Youth Services Coordinator Sammy Schaechter, has placed a 

renewed focus on serving the needs of the younger members of Young Israel synagogues. 

 

“The children of today are the leaders of tomorrow, and we have a responsibility to ensure that 

they have the wherewithal to one day assume that mantle of leadership,” said Rabbi Tirschwell. 

“While our schools do an exceptional job educating our children, it is our shuls that can instill in 

our youth the unique sense that synagogues play a central role in every Jewish community and 

impart to them that a shul is a place not just to daven, but to learn and grow as well.” 

 

According to Rabbi Tirschwell, synagogues nationwide have expressed a pressing need for 

guides for their Shabbat youth groups. He noted that the Young Israel’s Parsha Nation guides 

will empower youth leaders to creatively convey the essence and lessons of the parsha to their 

children. 

 

“In order to ensure that our synagogues’ youth directors and lay leaders are in the position to 

offer relevant and cutting-edge youth services and programs, we have begun providing them, 

through Parsha Nation, with a blueprint that gives them the tools necessary to inspire our 

children,” said Ari Matityahu. 

 

Matityahu noted that this year’s Parsha Nation theme is manhigut (leadership) and that the 

Young Israel’s goal is to infuse passion, creativity, and a love of Judaism into Shabbat morning 

groups. Each week the Parsha Nation program guides will help youth directors incorporate this 

year’s theme with inspirational stories, fun games, thought-provoking questions, and enjoyable 

activities. 

 

 


